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A WORD FROM THE CHAIR 

The first ITRE-meeting 

after the summer break 

on 2 September will be 

a relatively short but 

with a busy agenda. 

Members of the ITRE 

Committee will discuss 

among other things the EU space policies 

and the European defence technological 

and industrial base. 

During the ITRE Committee meeting a vote 

will take place on amendments related to 

the draft EU 2014 budget.  

This budget will be the first annual budget 

under the new Multiannual Financial 

Framework and therefore it is essential to 

maintain the path to growth and to 

guarantee a safe and smooth transition 

from old to new programmes.  

The ITRE Committee is committed to 

maintain a real increase in funding for 

programmes that deliver smart, inclusive 

and sustainable growth for the entire EU 

and calls for restoring the draft budget 

foreseen by the Commission for 

administrative and support activities of 

Heading 1A programmes that were cut by 

the Council.  

In addition, the ITRE Committee strives in 

its amendments for reinforced budgetary 

appropriations for research and innovation 

programmes, as well as requires more 

support for SMEs.  

The two other ITRE meetings in September 

will take place on 18 September and 25-26 

September. 

Amalia Sartori 

 

MEETING OF 2 SEPTEMBER 2013  

 

General budget of the 

European Union for the 

financial year 2014 - all 

sections 

   (Rapporteur: R. Bütikofer) 

Adoption of a draft opinion 

Commission presented its Draft Budget on 

26 June 2013 and the adoption of the 

Council position followed on 18 July 2013.  

Members tabled 100 amendments, mainly 

aiming at restoring the COM Draft Budget, 

as well as emphasising ITRE priorities in 

2014 Budget. 

 

 

(GNSS) between the 

European Community 

and its Member States 

and Ukraine 

    (Rapporteur: A. Sartori) 

    Vote on simplified procedure  

The draft legislative resolution concerning 

the proposal for a Council Decision on the 

conclusion of the Cooperation Agreement 

on a civil Global Navigation Satellite System 

(GNSS) between the European Community 

and its Member States and Ukraine will be 

voted. Rule 46(1) of the Rules of Procedure 

(simplified procedure) applies. 

The Ukrainian space industry is among the 

world's leaders in the design and production 

of launchers and critical GNSS components.  

This Agreement will allow for the EGNOS 

extension to Ukraine and the collaboration 

in areas such standardisation, certification,  

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4423/Amalia_Sartori_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96739/Reinhard%20BÜTIKOFER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4423/Amalia_Sartori_home.html
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radio spectrum, industrial cooperation and 

trade and market development. 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote Plenary: October 2013 

 

 

 

Setting up the European 

GNSS Agency 

(Rapporteur: A. Sartori) 

Consideration of a draft report 

The Rapporteur will present her draft report 

on Amendment of Regulation (EU) No 

912/2010 proposed by the Commission.  

Regulation (EU) No 912/2010 established 

the GNSS Agency. It is necessary to amend 

the Regulation in order to resolve the issue 

of the future of the security accreditation of 

the European satellite navigation systems 

during the future financial framework 2014-

2020. 

Amending the Regulation also presents an 

opportunity to incorporate changes in the 

text to bring it into line with the principles 

contained in the common approach of the 

European Parliament, Council and 

Commission on the decentralised agencies, 

as approved by the Commission on 12 June 

2012. 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 19 September 2013 

Vote in ITRE: 14 October 2013 

Vote Plenary: January 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EU Space Industrial 

Policy, releasing potential 

growth Space sector 

      (Rapporteur: A. Niebler)  

Consideration of a draft report 

In her draft report, the Rapporteur 

welcomes the Commission's proposal and 

calls upon more coordination and focus 

efforts on specific areas to unfold the 

potential of the space sector. 

The report treats the following points: 

institutional issues, Galileo and Copernicus, 

the aerospace industry as a driver of 

growth and employment instrument, access 

to space, the role of research and 

development, satellite communications and 

space debris. 

The rapporteur is of the opinion that a 

stronger coordination between the EU, ESA 

and member states in order to decide the 

strategies and measures for the space 

activities avoiding duplication and 

optimizing synergies, including research 

activities as well as to reinforce European 

role in the design of the global governance 

for space. 

The rapporteur would advise to analyze the 

current availability and future needs for 

radio spectrum for satellite communications 

and to defend EU's interests in the 

allocation of global and regional radio 

frequencies during the next World 

Radiocommunication Conference. 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 18 September 2013 

Vote in ITRE: 14 October 2013 

Vote Plenary: November 2013 

 

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4423/Amalia_Sartori_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-510.725%2b03%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4289/Angelika%20NIEBLER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-514.925%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fDE
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The European 

Defence Technological 

and Industrial Base 

(Draftsperson: J. P. Audy) 

Consideration of a draft opinion 

On 24 July 2013 the European Commission 

issued a Communication with the title 

“Towards a more competitive and efficient 

defence and security sector”.  

Before, the SEDE Subcommittee and ITRE 

had already started (with ITRE involved 

under Article 50 of Parliaments’ Rules of 

Procedure) already an own initiative report 

on the technological base of defence and 

security.  

The defence industry is one of Europe's 

important sectors of industry.  

This is not completely reflected in the 

number of jobs in the industry, but there 

are important other considerations:  

technological progress is sometimes due to 

inventions or new developments in the 

defence industry.  

It is important to keep a strong European 

defence industry purely from an industrial 

policy point of view.  

Import dependency can be avoided by 

maintaining a good industrial climate for 

the defence industry and as it can be 

considered (at least for an important part) 

as a top-technology industry, it will also be 

of benefit to related sectors of industry.  

Questions of standardisation of products, 

cooperation between enterprises and 

common research might be of importance. 

Especially the ICT sector, the space sector 

and airplane industry are the sectors which 

come to the minds as important related 

sectors.  

The timetable is based on the deadlines for 

the European Council, who will have 

defence on its agenda: deadline for  

 

amendments in ITRE 5 September and vote 

in ITRE foreseen on 26 September (but this 

might be slightly modified). 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 5 September 2013 

Vote in ITRE: 26 September 2013 

 

 

 

Carbon Capture Storage 

(Draftsperson: V. Ford) 

Consideration of a draft opinion 

The rapporteur will present her draft 

opinion on developing and applying carbon 

capture and storage technology in Europe. 

The rapporteur notes that in several 

energy-intensive sectors deep emission 

reductions can only be achieved through 

CCS and that failing to include carbon 

capture and storage (CCS) within a long-

term energy strategy will severely hamper 

national, Union and global efforts to 

address climate change. 

The rapporteur considers that the low 

carbon price delivered through the EU's 

Emission Trading Scheme (ETS) and 

subsequent revenues generated from the 

sale of allowances under the New Entrants' 

Reserve of the ETS has failed to deliver an 

attractive business case for long-term 

private sector investments in CCS. 

Moreover, the rapporteur believes that the 

EU's mandatory renewable target has 

undermined investment in CCS and calls for 

a technology-neutral approach to the 

Union's 2030 energy goals to create a level 

playing field and ensure competition 

amongst varying low-carbon technologies.  

In her opinion, the rapporteur calls on the 

Commission and Member States to address  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/33775/Jean-Pierre%20AUDY_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-516.798%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96949/Vicky%20FORD_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-516.706%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
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the main barriers to the deployment of CCS 

and to come forward with complementary 

policy measures, targeting both CCS 

demonstration as well as subsequent 

longer-term operation project, with a view 

to deliver the first operational CCS projects 

in the EU by 2020. 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 5 September 2013 

Consideration of amendments: 25 September 

Vote in ITRE: 14 October 2013 

Vote Plenary: January 2014 

 

 

Consumer Product 

Safety 

(Draftsperson: P. Toia) 

 Consideration of a draft opinion 

In her draft opinion the Rapporteur 

proposes 21 amendments to Commission’s 

proposal such as: 

 defining the concept of “vulnerable 

consumer”; 

 including disposal of products as 

safe; 

 including products that looks like 

toys as an aspect to assess safety; 

 reinforcing the denomination of 

origin concept; 

 including warnings on potential 

dangerous products. 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 4 September 2013 

Vote in ITRE: 26 September 2013 

Vote Plenary: December 2013 

 

Investment projects in     

energy infrastructure 

within the EU 

(Rapporteur: A. Valean) 

Consideration of amendments 

The Committee will discuss amendments to 

Ms Valean's report on a proposed 

Regulation to establishe a common 

framework for the notification to the 

Commission of data and information on 

investment projects in energy infrastructure 

in the petroleum, gas, electricity and bio-

fuel sectors and related to carbon dioxide 

produced by these sectors.  

The proposed Regulation is indended to 

replace the existing Council Regulation (EU, 

Euratom) N° 617/2010, which was annuled 

by a judgment of the European Court of 

Justice (Case C-490/10) following a request 

by the European Parliament, who had 

contested the legal base for the Regulation. 

Members tabled a total of 82 amendments, 

including 20 amendments proposed by the 

rapporteur, proposing minor adjustments to 

the Commission text. Some of the 

amendments aim at minimising the 

adminsitrative burden ealted to the 

reporting.  

Secondly, it is proposed to reinforce 

provisions relating to the confidentiality of 

information and data security.  

Most amendments aim at extending the 

scope of the regulation to, for instance to 

include also infrastructure in the in coal, 

carbon capture, nuclear, and district 

heating and cooling sectors. 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote in ITRE: 18 September 2013 

Vote Plenary: December 2013 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28340/Patrizia%20TOIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-514.880%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/37324/Adina-Ioana%20VALEAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-514.879%2b02%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
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Space Surveillance and 

tracking support 

programme  

(Rapporteur: A. Andersdotter) 

Consideration of a working document 

The Rapporteur will present a working 

document on the proposal for a Decision 

concerning the establishment of a European 

service which will seek to prevent collisions 

between spacecraft or between spacecraft 

and debris and monitor uncontrolled re-

entry of complete spacecraft or parts 

thereof. 

This Decision would allow for the definition 

of a partnership, whereby Member States 

will contribute with their existing and future 

assets to the SST capability at European 

level and the Union would provide a legal 

framework and a financial contribution to 

the implementation of the actions defined.  

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Consideration of a draft report: 14 October 

2013 

Deadline amendments: 5 November 2013 

Vote in ITRE: 18 November 2013 

Vote Plenary: February 2014 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

The Agency for the Cooperation of 

Energy Regulators (ACER) 

ACER seeks feedback on its consultation 

policy More 

The Body of European Regulators for 

Electronic Communications (BEREC) 

BEREC has published the Guidelines on the 

application of the Roaming Regulation (EC)  

 

No 531/2012 regarding articles 4 and 5 on 
the separate sale of roaming More 

The European Network and 

Information Security Agency (ENISA) 

ENISA has published annual Incident 

Reports 2012 launches electronic 
communications reference group. More 

 

COMING SOON 

Upcoming Report votes: 

 Registration of carriers of radioactive 

materials - 18/09 

 Electronic trasnsactions in the internal 

market - 18/09 

 Investment projects in energy 

infrastructure - 18/09 

 European satellite navigation systems 

(consolidated text) - 18/09 

Upcoming Opinion votes: 

 Follow-up Com's Exercise of 

Implementing Powers - 18/09 

Amendments deadlines: 

 Deployment of alternative fuels 

infrastructure, N. Tzavela - 02/09 

 Implementation Report on the regulatory 

framework for electronic communications, 

C. Trautmann - 3/09 

 Consumer product safety, P. Toia - 04/09 

 Unleashing the Potential of Cloud 

Computing in Europe, P. Del Castillo - 

04/09 

 EU Space Industrial Policy, releasing the 

Potential for Growth in the Space Sector, 

A. Niebler - 04/09 

 The European Defence Technological and 

Industrial Base, J.P. Audy - 05/09 

 Carbon Capture Storage, V. Ford - 05/09 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/108570/Amelia%20ANDERSDOTTER_home.html
http://www.acer.europa.eu/
http://www.acer.europa.eu/Official_documents/Public_consultations/Pages/Public-Consultation-on-ACER-Guidance-Note-on-Consultation.aspx
http://berec.europa.eu/
http://berec.europa.eu/eng/document_register/subject_matter/berec/press_releases/1329-berec-has-published-the-guidelines-on-the-application-of-the-roaming-regulation-ec-no-5312012-regarding-articles-4-and-5-on-the-separate-sale-of-roaming
http://www.enisa.europa.eu/
http://www.enisa.europa.eu/activities/Resilience-and-CIIP/Incidents-reporting/annual-reports/annual-incident-reports-2012
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Watch online 

The Committee meetings are web-streamed and can be watched live on the EP website or on Europarl TV 

Past meetings can be watched or extracts downloaded via the EP Live Multimedia Library 

Speeches and presentations held during ITRE meetings are available on the ITRE website. 

 

ITRE Newsletter 

If you wish to receive the ITRE Newsletter, please send an e-mail with your contact details and "Newsletter" in the 

subject field to: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 

 

Further information 

For further information please contact: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or visit ITRE website. 

 

Next ITRE meeting 

18 September 2013, in Brussels 
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