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A WORD FROM THE 

CHAIR 

On 25 and 27 June we 

reached, after months of 

intensive negotiations, a 

political agreement with 

the Irish Presidency on 

two important files: The Horizon 2020 

package and the Connecting Europe facility 

(CEF). The two agreements will have to be 

validated by the Council and put to the vote 

to the ITRE committee in September, 

before their final adoption in plenary. 

On the CEF file, which we negotiated 

together with the TRAN committee, we 

managed to get a clear prioritisation for 

financial instruments when investing in 

energy or telecom infrastructure. Given the 

estimated investment needs in energy and 

telecom infrastructure and considering the 

limited EU budget for these investments, it 

is important to allow for the most efficient 

use of the Union budget to enhance the 

multiplier effect of EU financial assistance.  

Agreement was also reached to frontload in 

the first two years investments in projects 

targeting at ending energy isolation 

towards the completion of the Internal 

Energy Market. Furthermore, based on the 

expected preponderance of electricity in 

Europe's energy system over the next two 

decades, it is estimated that the assistance 

to electricity projects of common interest 

will require the major part of the energy 

envelope under the Connecting Europe 

Facility. Therefore the Commission should 

give due consideration to electricity 

projects, with the aim of making the major 

part of the financial assistance available to 

these projects over the period 2014 to 

2020. 

Concerning the Horizon 2020 package, the 

EP negotiating team managed to reach an 

overall political agreement with the Council 

after nine trilogues and numerous technical 

meetings. The details of this final 

agreement will be presented to the ITRE 

committee in September. Let me thank at 

this stage all the participants who 

contributed to this success. 

Amalia Sartori 

 

 

 

MEETING OF 8-9 JULY 2013  

 

 

 

  Reindustrialising Europe 
    (Rapporteur: R. Bütikofer) 

   Consideration of a draft report 

   

The Rapporteur will present his draft report 

on reindustrialising Europe to promote 

competitiveness and sustainability. 

In his report he welcomes the Commission's 

focus on industrial policy and stresses that 

Europe's future industrial strength lies in a 

Renaissance of Industry for a Sustainable 

Europe (RISE).  

The Rapporteur recognises that the EU's 

industrial policy shall tackle the grand 

societal challenges set out in the Europe 

2020 strategy and believes that a 

horizontal approach is needed for achieving 

the objectives of industrial policy.  

Moreover, the Rapporteur emphasises that 

the EU's industrial base can only me 

modernised with an innovation, efficiency 

and sustainable technology offensive, as 

well as stresses the importance of 

completion of the single market and 

opening of the external markets for RISE.  

In his view there is a need for appropriate 

policy measures to ease access to finance 

and promote long-term investments in 

innovation and technology, additional steps 

shall be also be taken to win the skills and 

labour force for RISE. Finally, the 

Rapporteur advocates a multi-regional 

industrial policy approach that relaunches 

sustainable growth in Europe's contracting 

economies. 

 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 27 August 2013 

Vote in ITRE: 26 September 2013 

Vote Plenary: October II, 2013 
 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4423/Amalia_Sartori_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96739/Reinhard%20BÜTIKOFER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-reports.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=&ufolderLegId=&ufolderId=&urefProcYear=2013&urefProcNum=2006&urefProcCode=INI#menuzone
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  Investment projects in 

  energy infrastructure  

        within the EU 
    (Rapporteur: A. Valean) 

   Consideration of a draft report 

The Rapporteur will present her draft report 

on a proposed Regulation to establish a 

common framework for the notification to 

the Commission of data and information on 

investment projects in energy infrastructure 

in the petroleum, gas, electricity and bio-

fuel sectors and related to carbon dioxide 

produced by these sectors.  

The proposed Regulation is indended to 

replace the existing Council Regulation (EU, 

Euratom) N° 617/2010, which was annuled 

by a judgment of the European Court of 

Justice (Case C-490/10) following a request 

by the European Parliament, who had 

contested the legal base for the Regulation. 

The Commission now proposes a Regulation 

with the same content but to be adopted 

under the ordinary legislative procedure. 

While generally welcoming the proposal and 

its new legal base, the Rapporteur proposes 

certain adjustments.  

Firstly the Rapporteur introduced changes 

aimed at avoiding double reporting.  

Secondly, she proposes to reinforce 

provisions relating to the confidentiality of 

information and data security.  

Finally she tabled amendments to extend 

the scope of the Regulation, for instance by 

covering coal, by including certain 

investments in third countries and by 

lowering the reporting threshold for on-

shore wind power. 

 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 12 July 2013 

Vote in ITRE: 18 September 2013 

Vote Plenary: tbc 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Regulatory framework  

electronic communications 
    (Rapporteur: C. Trautmann) 

   Consideration of a draft report 

Six years following the Commission's 

proposal for amending the Union framework 

for electronic communications, the internal 

market for electronic communications still 

appears to be incomplete; as a 

consequence, due to this lack of regulatory 

certainty, the necessary conditions to foster 

investment and competition are not 

fulfilled.  

Therefore, the Rapporteur of this own-

initiative report strongly recommends a 

broad review of the current regulatory 

framework, which includes the issues of 

European radio spectrum coordination, net 

neutrality, competition between traditional 

communication providers and newcomers, 

universal service and roaming. Underlining 

the need for a coherence of rules 

throughout the Union, the Rapporteur calls 

on the Commission to initiate the review of 

the entire framework based on a broad 

consultation with all interested parties. 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 11 July 2013 

Vote in ITRE: 26 September 2013 

Vote Plenary: October II, 2013 
 

 

 

      Unleashing the   

    potential of cloud    

  computing in Europe 
 (Rapporteur: P. Del Castillo)  

 Consideration of a draft report 

Further to the recent Hearing on cloud 

computing with various public and private 

stakeholders, the Rapporteur drafted an 

own-initiative report called "Unleashing the 

potential of cloud computing" in response to 

the Commission Communication on this 

subject.  

In her report, the Rapporteur highlights the 

potential economic and efficiency benefits 

 
 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/37324/Adina-Ioana%20VALEAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-reports.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1129/Catherine%20TRAUTMANN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-reports.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28390/Pilar%20del%20CASTILLO%20VERA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-reports.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=&ufolderLegId=&ufolderId=&urefProcYear=2013&urefProcNum=2063&urefProcCode=INI#menuzone
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/Notice.do?val=646012:cs&lang=en&list=730080:cs,727786:cs,723467:cs,689249:cs,689237:cs,646012:cs,727127:cs,694791:cs,712795:cs,703511:cs,&pos=6&page=1&nbl=10&pgs=10&hwords=cloud%20computing~&checktexte=checkbox&visu=#texte


 

Issue 8/2013 

 

of cloud computing for both vendors and 

users and for the competitiveness of the 

European industry at large, underlining 

however that without adequate 

communication infrastructure and globally 

applicable standards the full potential of 

cloud computing will not be reaped. At the 

same time, the Rapporteur recognises the 

potential risks linked security and data 

protection and calls for a new data 

protection regulatory framework.  
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 4 September 2013 

Vote in ITRE: 14 October 2013 

Vote Plenary: November 2013 
 

 

 

                          2014 Draft Budget –  

   Parliament's position –  

            all section 
  (Draftsperson: R. Bütikofer)  

          Exchange of views 

The Commission adopted after several 

postponements on 27 June 2014 the 

Union's consolidated Draft Budget 2014 and 

the Council is expected to adopt its position 

on 18 July 2013. The exchange of views in 

the ITRE Committee aims to assess the 

present situation in 2014 Budget 

procedure, offering the ITRE Members a 

possibility to express their views on this 

issue. 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments:  20 August 2013 

Vote in ITRE: 2 September 2013 

Vote Plenary: October II, 2013 

 

 

 

Deployment of alternative  

     fuels infrastructure 
    (Draftsperson: N. Tzavela)  

   Consideration of draft opinion 

It is understood that vehicles that do not 

use oil products have difficulties being sold, 

especially if the options for refuelling or 

recharging are not fully available on a 

national as well as on a cross-border level. 

At present, it is difficult for new 

technologies and new vehicles to compete 

in the internal market and make up a 

significant market share. In this context, 

this directive sets out to create incentives 

and send signals for investments in the 

development and deployment of alternative 

fuels infrastructure, in order to facilitate 

new market entrants and increase 

competition.   

On the one hand, measures to ensure the 

availability of powering new vehicles, such 

as electric vehicles, must be envisaged. On 

the other hand, intervening in the market 

comes at a certain cost for governments 

and for consumers. Furthermore, it is 

important to note that it would potentially 

be inefficient and counterproductive to 

make investments in infrastructure if the 

relevant technology is not ready or remains 

unproven.  

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 4 September 2013 

Vote in ITRE: 26 September 2013 

Vote Plenary: February 2014 
 

 

 

   System of registration of  

     carriers of radioactive  

               materials 
        (Rapporteur: B. Kovacs) 

       Consideration of amendments 

At European level, carriers of radioactive 

materials are covered by transport 

legislation under the Treaty on the 

Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) 

and legislation of the radiation-specific 

aspects including the health protection of 

workers and the general public under the 

Euratom-Treaty.  

In total 89 amendments have been tabled 

by the Members to the COM proposal. The 

amendments aim to:  

 take into account the provisions 

concerning transports of radioactive 

goods laid down in the Directive 

2008/68/EC;  

 include road, rail and inland 

waterway transports and to replace 

the definitions of „transport”, 

 

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96739/Reinhard%20BÜTIKOFER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96660/Niki%20TZAVELA_home.html
http://www.itrenet.ep.parl.union.eu/itrenet/cms/cache/offonce/welcome/work_in_progress/draft_opinions
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/102887/Béla%20KOVÁCS_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/amendments.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=ITRE&ufolderLegId=7&ufolderId=06741&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#menuzone
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„radioactive material” or „excepted 

package”; 

 specify the role of Member State to 

regulate the transport of different 

radioactive materials as well as the 

compliance with existing standards 

including common safety standards; 

 clarify the development of the 

registration system by means of a 

delegated act; 

Other amendments propose to modify the 

validity of the certificate, to check the 

financial situation of applicants, to specify 

the registration process and information 

flows, to suggest the inspections rate and 

the suspension criteria.  

Some amendments seek to modify the legal 

basis of the proposal by replacing it with a 

reference to the Treaty on the Functioning 

of the European Union (TFUE) and in 

particular Article 91 thereof or by adding 

this provision to the legal basis proposed by 

the Commission. Therefore, a JURI opinion 

has been requested ahead to the vote. 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote in ITRE: 18 September 2013 

Vote Plenary: October II, 2013 
 

 

 

         Microgeneration 

      (Rapporteur: J. Merkies) 

 Adoption of draft Motion for a Resolution 

ITRE will vote the ITRE draft motion for a 

resolution on Micro-generation - Small scale 

electricity and heat generation, which is 

completed by an oral question to the 

Commission.  

Members introduced 85 Amendments. The 

subject seems relatively consensual. In the 

course of discussions the rapporteur 

proposed 14 compromises. In a number of 

amendments and compromises 

decentralisation plays a role. Micro-

generation is now defined (for the purpose 

of the resolution as: "the small scale 

generation of heating/ cooling and 

electricity delivering energy at the 

individual and SME level to meet their own 

needs as well as different forms of grouped 

or cooperative small scale production at 
community level to meet local needs...." 

Microgeneration is considered as an 

important step in the transition to a more 

decentralised and flexible energy system 

needed to achieve the EU's energy and 

climate objectives (see Compromise 

Amendment 3) 

The European Commission is asked  

 whether it can give information on 

the current role and potential of 

micro-generation and the different 

fiscal, legal and other aspects in 

different Member States in the EU;  

 whether it will propose a strategy or 

legislation to facilitate 

microgeneration in the different 

Member States, or if it will 

undertake other actions in order to 

create a greater convergence. 

 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote Plenary: October I, 2013 

 

 

 

Digital agenda for Europe 
       (Rapporteur: J. Rohde) 

Adoption of draft Motion for a Resolution 

ITRE will vote the ITRE draft resolution on 

the Digital Agenda for Europe. The draft 

resolution will be completed with an oral 

question to the Council and the 

Commission.  

In his draft resolution the rapporteur 

regretted that the telecommunications 

market is still fragmented in national 

markets and cannot be considered as a 

single economic market in which 

competition is encouraged. He reminded 

the Council and the Commission that the 

Digital Agenda for Europe states that the 

difference between roaming and national 

tariffs should be close to zero by 2015 and 

notes that this goal is far from being 

achieved. Mr Rohde called that the 

measures should therefore abolish roaming 

charges not later than 2015. 

Members will vote on a total of 89 

amendments. There is a broad agreement 

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96910/Judith%20A.%20MERKIES_home.html
http://www.itrenet.ep.parl.union.eu/itrenet/cms/cache/offonce/welcome/work_in_progress/draft_reports?report.offset=10
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96710/Jens%20ROHDE_home.html
http://www.itrenet.ep.parl.union.eu/itrenet/cms/cache/offonce/welcome/work_in_progress/draft_reports?report.offset=10
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to enlarge the scope of draft resolution to 

aspect related to infrastructure and 

mobility, ICTs for Youth Employment, ICTs 

for SMEs, digitalisation of the public sector 

and financing the ICTs. 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote in plenary: September 2013 

 

 

 

 

       Entrepreneurship  

       2020 Action Plan 
      (Draftsperson: P. Rübig) 

   Adoption of draft Motion for a Resolution 

ITRE will vote the draft resolution on the 

Entrepreneurship 2020 Action Plan. An oral 

question to Commission on the same issue 

was adopted on 20 June 2013. 

Mr Rübig calls in his draft resolution for 

promotion of the entrepreneurial spirit and 

entrepreneurial education and training, 

emphasises the necessary environment and 

and framework conditions for 

entrepreneurship, as well as calls for 

actions reaching specific target groups.  

Members tabled 107 amendments and 

several compromise amendments are 

currently under consideration. 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote Plenary: September 2013 

 

 

 

 

                COP 19 
       (Rapporteur: J. Hibner) 

           Exchange of views  
        on the draft Resolution 

The ITRE Committee has consistently been 

involved in the preparation of resolutions of 

the European Parliament before the Climate 

Change conferences. The reason for this is, 

that climate change and energy use were 

and still remain much related. Although 

many initiatives concerning energy 

efficiency, energy saving, renewable energy 

play a positive role and the EU is one of the 

partners in the climate change debate with 

good records, new initiatives and  

developments can still be envisaged.  

In many of the debates in the European 

Parliament the competitiveness of the 

European Industry plays a role. Also other 

major competitors on world level are 

requested to contribute. Recently US 

President Obama put the item of climate 

change measures again high on the 

agenda. The Rapporteur of the ITRE 

Committee will probably be favouring 

continuity.   

The 19th session of the Conference of the 

Parties to the UNFCCC and the 9th session 

of the Conference of the Parties serving as 

the Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto 

Protocol will take place from 11 to 22 

November. The conference will be held at 

the National Stadium in Warsaw, Poland. . 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote in plenary: September 2013 

 

 

 

 

      Guidelines for revised  

           trans-European  

        telecommunication  

                networks 
    (Draftsperson: E. Tosenovsky) 

     Adoption of the Revised Proposal 

In total, 80 amendments have been tabled 

by the Members to the COM document on 

the revised proposal. 

Many of these amendments are co-signed 

by different members and take into account 

the position of the ITRE committee of 5 

November 2012.  

The ITRE Members should also vote on a 

negotiation mandate in order to start the 

informal trilogues with the Council. 

 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Informal trilogues: October 2013 
 

 

 

Vice-Commissioner Neelie Kroes 

Commissioner Kroes will brief the 

Committee on Commission initiatives, 

followed by a discussion 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/2278/Paul%20RÜBIG_home.html
http://www.itrenet.ep.parl.union.eu/itrenet/cms/cache/offonce/welcome/work_in_progress/draft_reports?report.offset=10
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96710/Jens%20ROHDE_home.html
http://www.itrenet.ep.parl.union.eu/itrenet/cms/cache/offonce/welcome/work_in_progress/draft_reports?report.offset=10
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96713/Evžen%20TOŠENOVSKÝ_home.html
http://www.itrenet.ep.parl.union.eu/itrenet/cms/cache/offonce/welcome/work_in_progress/draft_reports?report.offset=10
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-2014/kroes/index_en.htm
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Presentations by the Lithuanian 

Presidency-in-office 

The ITRE Committee will welcome four 

Ministers of the Lithuanian Presidency of 

the Council - Mr Jaroslav Neverovic 

(Minister of Energy), Mr Rimantas 

Sinkevicius (Minister of Transport and 

Communication), Mr Evaldas Gustas 

(Minister of Economy) and Mr Dainius 

Pavalkis (Minister of Education and Science) 

- for an exchange of views on the 

Presidency priorities that fall within the 

remit of the ITRE Committee.  

In legislative terms, the Lithuanian 

Presidency intends to finalise the ongoing 

negotiations on pending files related to MFF 

such as Horizon 2020, COSME and CEF, as 

well as progress in other legislative dossiers 

regarding cybersecurity and electronic 

services. In the field of energy the top 

priority will be the completion of the EU's 

internal energy market by 2014 and to 

ensure that no Member State remains 

isolated from the European energy 

networks after 2015. In this context the 

Presidency will also pursue a better 

coordination in the external dimension of 

EU energy policy.  

The Presidency also wishes to promote the 

EU Strategy for Growth and Jobs, work on 

further deepening and integrating the 

digital single market, initiate discussions on 

further implementation of Small Business 

Act, follow-up on entrepreneurship agenda, 

work on space industrial policy and 

continue to build on completion of European 

Research Area 
 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 
 

The Agency for the Cooperation of 

Energy Regulators (ACER) 

ACER will hold a public workshop on REMIT 

implementation. More 

The Body of European Regulators for 

Electronic Communications (BEREC) 

BEREC elected its Chair for 2014, Goran 

Marby, Head of the Swedish regulator, PTS. 

More 

 

The European Network and 

Information Security Agency (ENISA) 

ENISA launches an electronic 

communications reference group. More 

 
 
COMING SOON 

Upcoming Report votes: 

 Registration of carriers of radioactive 

materials - 18/09 

 Electronic transactions in the internal 

market - 18/09 

 Investment projects in energy 

infrastructure - 18/09 

Upcoming Opinion votes: 

 Follow-up Com's Exercise of 

Implementing Powers - 18/09 

Amendments deadlines: 

 Implementation Report on the regulatory 

framework for electronic communications, 

C. Trautmann - 11/07 

 Notification to the Commission of 

investment projects in energy 

infrastructure within the European Union 

and replacement of Council Regulation 

(EU, Euratom) No 617/2010, A. Valean - 

12/07 

 2014 Draft Budget – Parliament's 

position, R. Bütikofer - 20/08 

 Reindustrialising Europe to promote 

competitiveness and sustainability, R. 

Bütikofer - 27/08 

 Unleashing the Potential of Cloud 

Computing in Europe, P. Del Castillo - 

04/09 

 EU Space Industrial Policy, releasing the 

Potential for Growth in the Space Sector, 

A. Niebler - 04/09 

 Deployment of alternative fuels 

infrastructure, N. Tzavela - 04/09 

 Consumer product safety, P. Toia - 04/09 

 

http://www.eu2013.lt/en/
http://www.eu2013.lt/en/
http://www.acer.europa.eu/
http://www.acer.europa.eu/Media/News/Pages/ACER-will-held-a-public-workshop-on-REMIT-implementation.aspx
http://berec.europa.eu/
http://berec.europa.eu/eng/news_consultations/whats_new/1499-berec-elected-its-chair-for-2014-goran-marby-head-of-the-swedish-regulator-pts
http://www.enisa.europa.eu/
http://www.enisa.europa.eu/media/news-items/enisa-kicks-off-a-reference-group-on-electronic-communications
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Watch online 
The Committee meetings are web-streamed and can be watched live on the EP website or on Europarl TV 

Past meetings can be watched or extracts downloaded via the EP Live Multimedia Library 
Speeches and presentations held during ITRE meetings are available on the ITRE website. 
 

ITRE Newsletter 
If you wish to receive the ITRE Newsletter, please send an e-mail with your contact details and "Newsletter" in the 
subject field to: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 
 

Further information 
For further information please contact: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or visit ITRE website. 
 

Next ITRE meeting 
2 September 2013, in Brussels 
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