
 

 
A WORD FROM THE CHAIR 

 

The meeting of 19 and 20 
June 2013 is planned to 
start with a block of files 
related to Information, 
Communication Technology 
(ICT).  

With the majority of citizens connected to 
computers, telephones and depending on 
the information, expertise and processes 
relating to computers, internet, satellites 
etc., there is plenty to keep the Committee 
busy.  

Telecom networks, the regulatory 
framework for electronic communications, 
and electronic identification are amongst 
the subjects that will be discussed in the 
Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy (ITRE) during this meeting as well 
as at future meetings. 

Space policy, for which the ITRE Committee 
is responsible, is also on the agenda. It is 
strongly related to ICT and also to 
Industrial policy in general, and releasing 
the potential for growth could lead to a 
structural improvement of the EU economy.  

The feedback from the many ongoing 
trilogues may be interesting. Especially in 
the field of Research and Development, 
discussions are still taking place before the 
ITRE meeting and the question may be 
posed to what extent Parliament can accept 
the modalities as currently discussed 
by/with the other institutions. 

During voting time the Committee will have 
to vote on a significant number of 
amendments if we take all the reports and 
opinions together. Of course Energy, 
Industrial Policy and the Budget will be 
prominent subjects. 
 

Amalia Sartori 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEETING OF 18-19 JUNE 2013  
 
 
 

Electronic transactions  
 in the internal market  
    (Rapporteur: M. Ulvskog) 

   Consideration of amendments 

The Committee shall examine the 
amendments tabled on this Report (449). 

Most of the amendments focus on the 
acceptance at EU level of notified electronic 
identification schemes and prioritization of 
interoperability of schemes. 

Several members have tabled amendments 
also related to the concept of 
authentication. 

Members will have the opportunity to 
exchange views on possible compromise 
amendments. 

The vote in the ITRE Committee is 
scheduled on 18 September 2013. 
 
PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote in ITRE: 18 September 2013 

Vote Plenary: December 2013 
 
 
 

  Regulatory framework for 
electronic communications 
    (Rapporteur: C. Trautmann) 

         Exchange of views with  
Commission and BEREC representatives 

Although the framework was amended 
most recently in 2009, it is almost ten 
years since the Commission started work 
on the last review of the framework for 
electronic communications. 

In the meanwhile, the marketplace has 
changed.  

The Commission has committed to review 
some parts of the framework (the ePrivacy 
Directive and the recommendation on 
relevant markets) but not to initiate the 
next review of the framework overall. 

This discussion, based on views provided by 
the Commission and BEREC, will give  
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further input for Ms Trautmann's report on 
the implementation of the framework. 
 
PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Exchange of views: 9 July 2013 

Deadline amendments: 11 July 2013 

Vote in ITRE: 26 September 2013 

Vote Plenary: October II, 2013 
 
 

 
     EU Space Industrial 
Policy, releasing potential           
    growth Space sector  
      (Rapporteur: A. Niebler)  

            Exchange of views 

On the 28 February 2013, the European 
Commission proposed measures to keep 
Europe's space industry competitiveness at 
global level.  

The space industry is a driver for growth 
and innovation beyond his own sector and a 
highly strategic sector.  

While the EU is a strong player in the global 
market for commercial launchers and 
telecommunication satellites and services, it 
faces increasing competition from emerging 
industrial actors in countries such as China 
and India. 

The communication set five objectives: 

 establish a coherent regulatory 
framework, 

 strength the space industrial base 
of Europe and SMEs participation, 

 support their global 
competitiveness, 

 develop markets for space 
application and services, 

 ensure technological non-
dependence and independent 
access to space.  

Some of the measures proposed are: to 
increase industry skill levels, to make 
finance and investment more readily 
available, to ensure the EU's independence 
in space and also to reshape the EU's 
legislative framework to make it a driver for 
industry - for example with legislation to  

promote the production and dissemination 
of data from satellites for commercial 
purposes. 

The exchange of views in the ITRE 
Committee aims to debate the political 
direction that the space industry should 
take, offering to ITRE Members the 
possibility to express their views on this 
issue.  
 
PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

 

 

Exchange of views: 2 September 2013 

Deadline amendments: 4 September 2013 

Vote in ITRE: 26 September 2013 

Vote Plenary: November 2013 
 
 
 

Measures to reduce the cost 
   of deploying high-speed 
 electronic communications 
              networks 
     (Rapporteur: E. Herczog) 
             Exchange of views 

The proposed Regulation could be 
summarized as follows: 

Less digging = Less nuisance 

More coordination of civil works = More 
broadband at lower prices. 

The rapporteur, Mrs Edit Herczog, will 
introduce the debate on the main elements 
of the present legislative proposal, which 
intention is to save up to EUR 60 billion on 
the overall cost of deploying fast broadband 
or up to 30 % of the total investment costs 
by 2020. 
 
PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Consideration of draft report: 18 September 
2013 

Deadline amendments: 3 October 2013 

Consideration of amendments: 5 November 

Vote in ITRE: 28 November 2013 
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 Follow-up Commission's  
Exercise of Implementing  
              Powers  
     (Draftsperson: A. Sartori) 

            Exchange of views 

This draft opinion provides ITRE's input into 
the Szajer Report concerning the 
translation into practice of the Treaty's 
provisions on the delegation of legislative 
powers to the Commission.  

It focuses on ITRE's experience with 
delegated and implementing acts both 
during inter-institutional negotiations and 
the exercise of the right of scrutiny. 
 
PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 2 July 2013 

Vote in ITRE: 18 September 2013 

Vote Plenary: November 2013 
 
 
 

         Guidelines for  
       trans-European  
   telecommunications  
            networks 
  (Rapporteur E. Tosenovsky) 

Exchange of views on the revised proposal 

On 8 February 2013, the European Council 
adopted conclusions on a new MFF, setting 
the budget for "CEF Digital" at EUR 1 
billion, which will allow to finance only 
digital services but not a broadband 
networks. 

Taking into account the new financial 
situation, the Commission adopted a 
revised proposal which takes into account 
some of the ITRE amendments and 
establishes a series of guidelines covering 
the objectives and priorities envisaged for 
broadband networks and digital service 
infrastructures. On this basis, the 
rapporteur, Mr Evzen Tosenovsky is 
working with the members of other political 
groups in order to reach an agreement on 
amendments to be presented in view of the 
ITRE vote, scheduled on 9 July 2013. 
PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 25 June 2013 

Vote in ITRE: 9 July 2013 

 
    MFF: State of Play of 
ongoing MFF negotiations 
        and ITRE position 
       (Rapporteur: E. Herczog) 

             Exchange of views 

The European Council presented in 
February 2013 its conclusions on 
Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) and 
the Commission has presented its 
calculations of the implications of these 
conclusions. 

The consideration of the state of play of 
ongoing MFF negotiations aims to assess 
the present situation in MFF 2014-2020 
procedure, offering to ITRE Members the 
possibility to express their views and to 
create as a result a common ITRE position 
on this issue.  

 
 
 

      Fuel quality directive  
and the renewable energy  
              directive 
(Draftsperson: A. Vidal-Quadras) 

      Adoption of draft opinion 

ITRE will vote the ITRE opinion on a 
proposal to amend the current legislation 
on biofuels contained in the Renewable 
Energy and the Fuel Quality Directives.  

 

With its proposal the Commission aims at 
minimising the climate impacts of biofuel 
production, in particular those related to 
indirect land use change. 

Members will vote on a total of 358 
amendments.  

The most contentious issue concerns the 
introduction of ILUC factors which some 
political groups oppose while others are in 
favour.  

By contrast, there was a broad agreement 
in favour of introducing separate targets for 
so called "advanced biofuels" which do not 
compete directly with food and feed crops.  

Once adopted, the ITRE opinion will be 
considered by the ENVI Committee within a 
procedure with associated Committees. 
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Making the internal energy  
            market work  
          (Rapporteur J. Buzek) 

       Adoption of draft report 

On 20 June 2013, the Committee on 
Industry, Research and Energy will vote on 
the draft report on Making the Internal 
Energy Market Works, rapporteur Jerzy 
Buzek.  

Members have tabled 462 amendments 
focussing on the importance of the internal 
energy market for consumers, the need for 
investments in infrastructure a prerequisite 
for better integrating renewable energy 
sources and for putting an end to the so-
called "energy islands".  

Many amendments emphasize regulatory 
aspects related to the integration of the 
market insisting on the importance of 
effective transposition of existing Union's 
legislation as well as on the removal of 
visible and hidden obstacles to fair 
competition. 
 
PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote Plenary: September 2013 
 
 
 

Manufacture, presentation 
    & sale of tobacco and  
        related products 
   (Draftsperson: R. Goebbels) 

       Adoption of draft opinion 

Members of the committee tabled a large 
number of amendments to Mr Goebbels' 
opinion on the tobacco products directive.  

In total, 484 amendments will be put to the 
vote.  

Following discussions between the political 
groups, there will also be at least ten 
compromise amendments.  

One of the main objectives of the 
compromises is to limit the power of the 
Commission to adjust the directive by 
delegated act. 
 
 

 
 

 
         2014 Budget 
Mandate for the Trilogue  
  (Draftsperson: R. Bütikofer) 

      Adoption of draft opinion 

The draft opinion addresses ITRE sectoral 
priorities and possible issues that could be 
raised when considering the Commission's 
draft 2014 Budget.  

Members tabled 19 amendments and a 
compromise amendment will be considered 
on the issue of financing the ITER. 
 
 
 
Entrepreneurship 2020  
           Action Plan  
     (Draftsperson: P. Rübig) 

   Adoption of draft oral question 

ITRE will adopt an oral question to the 
European Commission communication on 
an “Entrepreneurship 2020 Action Plan - 
Reigniting the entrepreneurial spirit in 
Europe”, requesting additional information 
regarding the implementation of the 
communication.  

 
 

 
NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

 

 
The Agency for the Cooperation of 
Energy Regulators (ACER) 

ACER Annual Conference 2013 analyses the 
progress of the EU single energy market. 
More 

The Body of European Regulators for 
Electronic Communications (BEREC) 

Main outcomes from the 15th Plenary 
meetings in Athens presented by BEREC 
Chair. More 
 
The European Network and 
Information Security Agency (ENISA) 

ENISA is launching a new public survey to 
collect information about the electronic 
Identity and Authentication Systems 
(eIDAS) used in e-Finance and e-Payment 
systems. More 
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COMING SOON 

Upcoming Report votes: 

 Guidelines for revised trans-European 
telecommunication networks (Revised 
proposal), E. Tosenovsky - 9/07 

Upcoming votes on motion for 
resolutions: 

 Microgeneration , J. Merkies - 9/07 

 Digital agenda for Europe, J. Rohde - 
9/07 

 Entrepreneurship 2020 Action Plan, 

P. Rübig - 9/07 

Amendments deadlines: 

 Guidelines for revised trans-European 
telecommunication networks (Revised 
proposal), E. Tosenovsky - 25/06 

 Follow-up Commission's Exercise of 
Implementing Powers , A. Sartori - 2/07 

 Regulatory framework electronic 
communications, C. Trautmann - 11/07 

 Investment projects in energy 
infrastructure within the EU , A. Valean - 
12/07 

 



 

 

This Newsletter is produced in advance of ITRE Committee meetings by the Committee Secretariat.  

Watch online 
The Committee meetings are web-streamed and can be watched live on the EP website or on Europarl TV 
Past meetings can be watched or extracts downloaded via the EP Live Multimedia Library 
Speeches and presentations held during ITRE meetings are available on the ITRE website. 
 
ITRE Newsletter 
If you wish to receive the ITRE Newsletter, please send an e-mail with your contact details and "Newsletter" in the 
subject field to: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 
 
Further information 
For further information please contact: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or visit ITRE website. 
 
Next ITRE meeting 
8/9 July 2013, in Brussels 

Information contained herein is accurate at the time of publication but may be subject to change at any time. Photos: Credit © European Parliament, 
2013 
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