
 

 
 
A WORD FROM THE CHAIR 

 

Two important hearings 
will take place during 
the ITRE-meeting of 29 
and 30 May: a hearing 
on reindustrialising 
Southern Europe and a 
hearing on Cloud 
computing in Europe. 
Both show different 

weaknesses and strengths of the Member 
States, companies, scientists and citizens of 
the European Union. Where the industries 
in Europe are facing difficult times in many 
Member States, the well educated 
population and well organised service 
providers in the ICT-sector in Europe see 
the potential of new developments, which 
must (only) be accompanied by support 
and coordination. 

As the Member States are competent for 
their Industrial policy, the EU can play a 
role in stimulating innovation and 
coordinating and helping Member States in 
their efforts to improve the situation. This 
process of support in R+D (Research 
frameworks, Horizon 2020), Technology 
Institutes, and the policy to avoid unfair 
competition between Member States etc, 
can certainly help . But there is also work 
to be done on competitiveness of 
productive factors.  

One of the important production factors is 
Energy and the ITRE-Committee is almost 
permanently considering improvements in 
the energy sector. Last week the Heads of 
State, in their meeting considered that "The 
impact of high energy prices and costs 
must be addressed, bearing in mind the 
primary role of a well-functioning and 
effective market and of tariffs in financing 
investment. The European Council calls for 
work to be taken forward on the following 
aspects:  

a) innovative financing methods, including 
for energy efficiency, more systematic 
supply diversification and improved liquidity 
in the internal energy market also have a 
particular role to play when addressing 
energy costs;  

b) the issue of the contractual linkage of 
gas and oil prices needs to be looked at in 
this context;  

c) the Commission intends to present an 
analysis of the composition and drivers of 
energy prices and costs in Member States 
before the end of 2013, with a particular 
focus on the impact on households, SMEs 
and energy intensive industries, and 
looking more widely at the EU's 
competitiveness vis-à-vis its global 
economic counterparts. These issues will be 
addressed in the context of the discussion 
scheduled for the February 2014 European 
Council on industrial competitiveness and 
policy." 

Already some months ago, the ITRE 
Committee ordered a study on energy-
prices (to be presented in the second 
semester and in this meeting the important 
exchange of views on the amendments 
concerning the report on the internal 
energy market will take place. One of the 
main ideas behind the internal market is 
that by creating more competition and 
openness, prices for consumers and bigger 
users like the industry can decrease. 

The hearing on cloud computing will 
address important issues and can be 
important in the context of the future of 
ICT. 

Amalia Sartori 
 
 
MEETING OF 29-30 MAY 2013  

 
 
 

The Digital Agenda for 
Europe - Driving 
European growth 

digitally 
(Rapporteur Jens Rohde) 

      Consideration of motion for           
     resolution 

The Rapporteur, Mr. Rohde, will present his 
draft resolution entitled The Digital Agenda 
for Europe - Driving European growth 
digitally - A roaming-free Europe in 2015. 
The draft resolution will be completed with 
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an oral question to the Council and the 
Commission.  

In his draft resolution the rapporteur 
regrets that the telecommunications market 
is still fragmented in national markets and 
cannot be considered as a single economic 
market in which competition is encouraged. 
He reminds the Council and the 
Commission that the Digital Agenda for 
Europe states that the difference between 
roaming and national tariffs should be close 
to zero by 2015 and notes that this goal is 
far from being achieved. Mr Rohde calls 
that the measures should therefore abolish 
roaming charges not later than 015. 
 
PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 6 June 2013 

Vote in ITRE: 9 July 2013 

Vote Plenary: September, 2013 
 
 
 

   System of registration  
of carriers of radioactive  
           materials 
    (Rapporteur: B. Kovacs) 

   Consideration of draft report 

The consideration of the draft report will 
take place in ITRE Committee meeting of 
30 May 2013. The draft report focuses at 
European level, on replacing national 
reporting and authorization procedures by a 
unique registration system (ESCReg) for 
the practice of transport of radioactive 
materials which are covered by transport 
legislation under the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) 
and legislation of the radiation-specific 
aspects including the health protection of 
workers and the general public under the 
Euratom-Treaty. In his draft report, the 
Rapporteur welcomes the Commission's 
proposal as a good starting point and 
supports the efforts to establish this new 
registration system. But, the Rapporteur 
also has reservations and would advise to 
create a common web-based platform 
which could be useful if in the scope of the 
regulation, common, consistent and 
harmonised criteria are applied in all 
Member States. Finally, the Rapporteur 
considers that the ESCReg shall be secured, 

robust and fully operational before the 
entry into force of this Regulation. 
 
PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 4 June 2013 

Consideration of amendments: 8/9 July 2013 

Vote in ITRE: 18 September 2013 

Vote Plenary: October II, 2013 
 
 
 

Making the internal energy  
            market work  
          (Rapporteur J. Buzek) 

       Consideration of amendments 

The Committee shall examine the 
amendments tabled on this Report (472).  
Most of the amendments focus on the 
importance of the internal energy market, 
the need for further coordination of the 
energy policy at EU level,  consumers (the 
need for better information and protection), 
infrastructure development (smarter 
infrastructure, integration of renewables, 
gas price, market-design). Members will 
have the opportunity to exchange views on 
possible compromise amendments. 
 
PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote in ITRE: 20 June 2013 

Vote Plenary: September 2013 
 
 
 

          Supplementary  
Research Programme ITER project  
         (Rapporteur: V. Remek) 

            Adoption of draft report 

In view of the vote scheduled on 30 May, 
71 amendments in total have been tabled 
to the Commission proposal. Mainly, the 
amendments ask to decide on the best way 
to fund the ITER project over and above the 
MFF ceilings and to put in place appropriate 
measures ensuring adequate risk control 
and the avoidance of cost overruns of the 
ITER construction and future exploitation 
goals.  

The Rapporteur has examined all the 
amendments introduced and 2 
compromises are in preparation, the first 
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compromise is addressing the ITER funding 
and the second concerns the best way to 
manage any additional costs. The 
compromises texts are based on the result 
of the vote of the BUDG committee opinion 
to which the points reflecting ITRE AMs 
have been added. 
 
PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote Plenary: June 2013 
 
 
 

      Contribution of  
      cooperatives to  
  overcoming the crisis  
      (Rapporteur: P. Toia)  

       Adoption of draft report 

Members tabled 125 amendments to Ms 
Toia's report on cooperatives. 16 
compromise amendments have been tabled 
on issues such as the connection between 
cooperatives and other social-economy 
enterprises; the contribution of 
cooperatives to achieving renewable energy 
goals; the need for the Commission to put 
in place structures to address issues related 
to cooperatives; business transfers; and 
access to credit. 
 
PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote Plenary: June 2013 
 
 
 

      Fuel quality directive  
and the renewable energy  
              directive 
(Draftsperson: A. Vidal-Quadras) 

      Consideration of amendments 

ITRE will discuss amendments tabled on the 
Commission proposal to amend the current 
legislation on biofuels contained in the 
Renewable Energy and the Fuel Quality 
Directives. With its proposal the 
Commission aims at minimising the climate 
impacts of biofuel production, in particular 
those related to indirect land use change. 

In his draft opinion the Rapporteur 
proposes 37 amendments. Most importantly 
he rejects the concept of ILUC factors, 
arguing that they lack a certain enough 
scientific basis, and therefore proposes to 

delete the relevant provisions of the 
Commission proposal. Instead he suggest 
to boost the use of more climate friendly 
biofuels by introducing separate targets for 
so called "advanced biofuels", which do not 
compete directly with food and feed crops. 
These would be 2% of energy used in 
transport by 2020 and 4% by 2025. Other 
Members tabled 321 additional 
amendments. Some of them go in the same 
direction as the rapporteur's amendments 
while others would re-reinforce the 
approach proposed by the Commission. 
 
PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote in ITRE: 20 June 2013 
 
 
 

Energy efficiency measures 
    under Cohesion Policy  
     (Draftsperson: M.Ransdorf) 

          Adoption of draft opinion 

ITRE will adopt an opinion to an own-
initiative report by the Regional Affairs 
Committee examining the impact of 
measures to improve energy efficiency on 
cohesion policy. The Rapporteur in his draft 
opinion points out that the primary 
objective of cohesion policy should remain 
the reduction of the economic and social 
disparities between regions and considers 
that energy efficiency policies should not 
interfere with this objectives, given that 
some of the EU's poorest regions may have 
different priorities and require investment 
in other areas first.  

On the other hand the Rapporteur considers 
that investment in energy efficiency has the 
potential to contribute to economic growth, 
employment, innovation and a reduction in 
energy poverty in households, and thus 
make a positive contribution to economic, 
social and territorial cohesion. Other 
Members tabled a total of 29 amendments. 
Many of these emphasise the important role 
of cohesion policy in financing energy 
efficiency measures, in particular in the 
housing sector. Some of the amendments 
relate to a recent report by the Court of 
Auditors which concluded that investments 
have not always been cost effective. 
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Guidelines trans European 
telecommunications networks 

On 19 October 2011, in the context of the 
"Connecting Europe Facility" (CEF), the 
Commission presented a proposal for a 
Regulation on "Guidelines for trans 
European telecommunications networks" 
with the purpose to establish a series of 
guidelines and priorities envisaged for 
broadband networks and digital service 
infrastructures. 

Originally scheduled with a budget of EURO 
9.2 billion, on 8 February 2013 the 
European Council adopted conclusions on a 
new MFF, cutting the budget for "CEF 
Digital" at EURO 1 billion. 

Taking into account the new financial 
situation, the Commission will present a 
revised proposal which establishes a series 
of guidelines covering the objectives and 
priorities envisaged for broadband networks 
and digital service infrastructures.  
 
 
 
Presentation of ACER 2014 Programme 

The Chair of ACER Board of Regulators, 
Lord John Mogg, and ACER Director, Alberto 
Pototschnig will present the draft 2014 
Work Programme of the Agency and have 
an exchange of views with ITRE Members 
on the main priorities.  

The discussion will most likely focus on the 
Agency's work priorities in the context of 
the implementation of the third energy 
market package and of Regulation on 
wholesale energy market integrity and 
transparency (REMIT).  

The draft annual work programme is 
prepared by ACER Director and submitted 
to the Board of Regulators (BoR) for 
approval.  

The European Parliament and the 
Commission receive the document and can 
provide their comments according to (Art 
17 (6) of ACER Regulation (EC no 
.713/2009).  

 
 
 

 
Visit of Commissioner Antonio Tajani 
on the Structured Dialogue between 

Parliament and the Commission 

Antonio Tajani, Vice-President of the 
European Commission and Commissioner 
for Industry and Entrepreneurship, has 
been invited to address the ITRE 
Committee in the context of the structured 
dialogue.  

The structured dialogue is an official inter-
institutional procedure, designed to ensure 
that the EU institutions work closely 
together in the field of legislative planning. 
It is an ongoing annual process. Vice-
President Tajani will present and explain to 
the Committee the Annual Policy Strategy 
until the end of legislature and the 
implementation of the pending Legislative 
Work Programme.  

Among other things, Vice-President Tajani 
will comment more in detail on the 
following points: 

 Implementation of new Industrial 
Policy with special focus on steel, 
cars and shipbuilding; 

 Presentation of Commission 
communication on defence policy 
foreseen in June; 

 Reporting back on ongoing Trilogues 
on COSME and Horizon 2020 for 
access to risk capital and SMEs; 

 Work on definition of SMEs; 

 Space policy, in particular 
Copernicus to be adopted on 29. 

 
 
 

Public Hearing on Reindustrialising 
Southern Europe 

The hearing will address questions 
concerning the 
competitiveness of the 
European industry with 
a special attention to 
Southern countries. It 
will be organized in 
three panels: 

How to frame a strategy towards a 
sustainable and resilient European industry.  
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Which models and sectors should be 
encouraged and which could be the added-
value of a EU-driven industrial policy.  

The need to stimulate the competitiveness 
of European enterprises through an efficient 
use of resources with a particular attention 
to energy, raw materials and human 
capital. 

Instruments and partnerships involved in 
the financing of a future "Third Industrial 
Revolution". 

 
 

Public Hearing on Unleashing potential 
of cloud computing in Europe  

The ITRE Committee, in close cooperation 
with the JURI and LIBE Committees, is 
drafting an own-initiative report (with Ms 
Del Castillo as ITRE Rapporteur) on the 
Commission's communication on unleashing 
cloud computing.  As input for the report, a 
hearing will be held on 30 May. 

 
 
NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 
 
The Agency for the Cooperation of 
Energy Regulators (ACER) 

On 25 March 2013, ACER adopted its 
opinion and a recommendation on the 
Network Code on Demand Connection. More 

The Body of European Regulators for 
Electronic Communications (BEREC) 

BEREC adopted a BEREC Opinion on Phase 
II investigation pursuant to Article 7a of 
Directive 2002/21/EC as amended by 
Directive 2009/140/EC on 17 May. More 
 
The European Network and 
Information Security Agency (ENISA) 

European Cyber Security Month - building 
together a joint EU advocacy campaign! 
More 
 
 
COMING SOON 

Upcoming Report votes: 

 Internal Energy Market, J. Buzek - 20/06 

Upcoming Opinion votes: 

 Collective management of copyright, L. 
Berlinguer - 20/06 

 Fuel quality directive and the renewable 
energy directive, A. Vidal-Quadras - 
20/06 

 2014 Budget - Mandate for the Trilogue, 
R. Bütikofer - 20/06 

 Manufacture, presentation&sale of 
tobacco and related products, R. Goebbels 
- 20/06 

Amendments deadlines: 

 System for registration of carriers of 
radioactive materials, B. Kovacs - 4/06 

 The Digital Agenda for Europe - Driving 
European growth digitally, J. Rohde - 
6/06 

 Entrepreneurship 2020 Action Plan. 
Reigniting the entrepreneurial spirit in 
Europe, P. Rübig - 6/06 

 

http://www.acer.europa.eu/
http://www.acer.europa.eu/Media/News/Pages/ACER-recommends-the-adoption-of-the-Network-Code-on-Demand-Connection-.aspx
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This Newsletter is produced in advance of ITRE Committee meetings by the Committee Secretariat.  

Watch online 
The Committee meetings are web-streamed and can be watched live on the EP website or on Europarl TV 
Past meetings can be watched or extracts downloaded via the EP Live Multimedia Library 
Speeches and presentations held during ITRE meetings are available on the ITRE website. 
 
ITRE Newsletter 
If you wish to receive the ITRE Newsletter, please send an e-mail with your contact details and "Newsletter" in the 
subject field to: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 
 
Further information 
For further information please contact: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or visit ITRE website. 
 
Next ITRE meeting 
19/20 June 2013, in Brussels

Information contained herein is accurate at the time of publication but may be subject to change at any time. Photos: Credit © European Parliament, 
2013 
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