
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Issue 17/2012 

 
Meeting of 17-18 December 2012  

 
AA  wwoorrdd  ffrroomm  tthhee  CChhaaiirr,,  MMss  AAmmaalliiaa  SSaarrttoorrii  

Dear all, 

The ITRE Committee's last meeting in 2012 is the best occasion to wish you all a very 
merry Christmas and all the best for 2013. 
It is also the best occasion to thank all concerned for their constructive work, which has 
contributed to the successes of the Committee in 2012 - my first year as Committee 
Chair. 
2012 has been a year of considerable achievements, with all rapporteurs playing a 
major role in finishing files in the best possible way, the Members and political groups 
making major decisions and the secretariat providing the necessary support.  
Two files deserve a special mention: we scored significant successes on energy 
efficiency, which will allow us to lessen our dependency on gas and oil imports and will 
help economic recovery, and on roaming tariffs, which have been drastically reduced, thus providing a direct 
benefit to many citizens. 
In addition, the Committee held a very structured vote on the Horizon 2020 package, on which a record number 
of amendments had been tabled. This programme will be the basis for Europe's social and industrial future: a 
world-class, knowledge-based economy, driven by research and innovation. This approach must be combined 
with a stronger EU industrial policy in support of the manufacturing sector, since this will be indispensable to 
re-launching our economy. 
I look forward to seeing you back in the committee in 2013, so that we may continue our important work. 
 

Monday, 17 December 2012: 15.30-19.00 (in camera Coordinators' meeting 18.00-19.00) 

Tuesday, 18 December 2012: 9.00-10.00 (joint meeting with TRAN, room JAN 4Q1) 

Tuesday, 18 December 2012: 10.00-12.30 (votes at 10.00); 15.00-18.30 

Room: Paul-Henri Spaak 5B001 building  
 
The Committee meeting will be web-streamed and can be watched live on the EP website at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/public/default_en.htm or on Europarl TV: www.europarltv.europa.eu 
 
Past meetings can be watched or extracts downloaded via the EP Live Multimedia Library: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/multimedia-library/ 
 

Speeches and presentations held during ITRE meetings will be available on the ITRE website 
 
If you wish to receive the ITRE Newsletter, please send an e-mail with your contact details  
and "Newsletter" in the subject field to: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 

 
For information please contact: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or visit http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/ITRE 
This Newsletter is produced in advance of each ITRE Committee meeting by the Committee Secretariat. 
Information contained herein is accurate at the time of publication but may be subject to change at any time.  
Photos: Credit © European Parliament, 2012 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/public/default_en.htm
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ITRE
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 II

EVENTS 
 
 

Mini-hearing on  
"Industry and Research Perspectives of the General Data Protection Regulation"   

 
The mini-hearing will be held in the framework of the proposal for a Regulation of the European 
Parliament and of the Council on the protection of individuals with regards to the processing of 
personal data and the free movement of such data and will focus on the Industry and Research 
aspects, which are competences of the ITRE Committee. Four experts have been invited to attend 
the mini-hearing, as well as the Rapporteur of the LIBE Committee, Mr Jan Albrecht.  
The event can be followed live on the EP's web-stream. 
The draft opinion by the Rapporteur for opinion, Mr Seán KELLY (EPP, IE) is available.  
The deadline for tabling amendments is set for 18 December 2012. 

Link to Hearings - Kelly draft opinion 
 
 

Presentation of the ad hoc briefing on  
"Data Protection reviews: Impact on EU Innovation and Competitiveness"  

 
The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy has requested an ad hoc briefing paper to 
provide its Members with information and advice regarding the proposed General Data Protection 
Regulation (2012/0011(COD)). This document presents a rapid assessment of the innovation and 
competitiveness impacts of the measures affecting: automated processing, control of data 
processing; and data transfers. It considers a variety of perspectives: profiling, big data, cloud 
computing and privacy-friendly technologies and identifies a variety of impacts, and areas for 
improvement. In brief, the study found that the Regulation offers many potential advantages, but 
tends to be overly prescriptive in areas where European firms have already demonstrated their 
ability to reconcile privacy rights with economic development. The Regulation recognises the need 
to build confidence and facilitate effective governance by documenting compliance, but does so in 
a way that may create additional burdens and distort the allocation of responsibilities among 
different stakeholders. This is related to a more general point: the tendency to address current 
problems in fairly specific (and therefore timebound) terms. This may inhibit innovation or expose 
data protection rights to future evolution as the data protection landscape continues to evolve. One 
example of this concerns the delineation of the roles of data controllers and data processors; in 
some contexts (e.g. cloud computing) the roles are variable or conflated, while in others (e.g. big 
data analytics) data controllers may be  much smaller and less powerful than data processors and 
ill-placed to monitor, let alone control, their actions. A further example is provided by the 
expanded requirements regarding data transfer; the separate treatment of massive and/or 
frequent data transfers does not seem aligned with the growing variety and ubiquity of data 
transfers and the legitimate interest exemption for data controllers does not fully reflect the scope 
of the agency relationships among data subjects, controllers and processors. Therefore, the study 
recommends some modifications to increase the flexibility and future-proofness of the Regulation 
in order to protect competitiveness and harness the privacy-friendly innovative capacity of 
European industry. 

Link to Briefings  
 
 
 
 

http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-opinions.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=ITRE&ufolderLegId=7&ufolderId=08788&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201212/20121205ATT57401/20121205ATT57401EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-opinions.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=ITRE&ufolderLegId=7&ufolderId=08788&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/studiesdownload.html?languageDocument=EN&file=78970
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 III

Presentation by the Commission of the Communication  
"Smart cities and Communities - European Innovation Partnership" 

 
Last summer the European Commission launched the Smart Cities and Communities European 
Innovation Partnership. The partnership proposes to pool resources to support the demonstration of 
energy, transport and information and communication technologies (ICT) in urban areas. The 
energy, transport and ICT industries are invited to work together with cities to combine their 
technologies to address cities' needs. The objectives are outlined in a Communication recently 
adopted by the Commission: "Smart Cities and Communities European Innovation Partnership" 
intends to stimulate a partnership across the areas of energy, transport and information and 
communication to catalyse progress in areas where energy production, distribution and use, since 
mobility, transport and information and communication technologies (ICT) are intimately linked 
and offer new interdisciplinary opportunities to improve services while reducing energy and 
resource consumption and greenhouse gas (GHG) and other polluting emissions. The 
communication outlines the different layers for implementing the initiative such as lighthouse 
projects, international cooperation, horizontal actions and rewarding success. It intends to provide 
some guidance for its implementation and its governance. 

As a follow-up to this Communication and as it is common practice in the ITRE Committee, the 
Commission has been invited to present its partnership initiative and to engage in a discussion 
about the new European Innovation Partnership with the members of the Committee. 
 

Presentations by of the Cyprus Presidency-in-Office: outcome 
 

The Cyprus Presidency had a variety of priorities in the 
field of the competences of the Committee on Industry, 
Research and Energy, among others in the field of energy, 
reaching a political agreement on the Trans-european 
energy infrastructure and starting negotiations on the Safety of offshore gas and oil extraction 
activities legislation. The agreement with Parliament on the Trans-european energy infrastructure 
Regulation provides a radically new approach to the selection of energy infrastructure projects of 
key importance for the EU. The Regulation will allow making the selection process for "projects of 
common interest" (PCI) more transparent and objective and will allow these PCI to benefit from 
fastened authorisation procedure, regulatory provisions facilitating cost allocation and, last but not 
least, providing some EU public funding for about 300 PCI, which are of key importance, but not 
alone commercially viable, as soon as the Connecting Europe Facility will enter into force. The 
provisionally agreed text will be adopted by the ITRE Committee during the meeting of 17-18 
December, in order to enter into force in the first semester of 2013. 
In addition, the Cyprus Presidency could conclude the Energy Star regulation, which allows 
continuing the EU-US cooperation on energy efficiency in this area. 
On the safety of offshore drilling legislation, the Presidency has started discussions with 
Parliament with a view to find a rapid agreement under the in-coming Irish Council Presidency. 
On Telecoms it did not turn out possible to reach an agreement on ENISA. On the re-use of 
public sector information legislation the Presidency has started discussions with Parliament 
with a view to find a rapid agreement under the in-coming Irish Council Presidency. 
On Research the Cyprus Presidency was able to reach a partial general approach on 4 files under 
the Horizon 2020 package: on the Specific Programme implementing Horizon 2020, on the rules for 
the participation and dissemination in 'Horizon 2020, on the Regulation establishing the European 
Institute of Innovation and Technology and on the Strategic Innovation Agenda of the European 
Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT).  

Link to Cyprus Presidency-in-Office website 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=cyprus%20presidency&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&ved=0CC8QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cy2012.eu%2F&ei=YmbIUJjeLeKA4gSL6oD4Ag&usg=AFQjCNE4V6DEhvTAwUxvdTZ6RJjWpGKM3Q&bvm=bv.1355272958,d.bGE
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 IV

 
REPORTS 

 

Energy Infrastructure 
Regulation 

Connecting Europe Facility  
(Co-Rapporteurs: A.-I. Vălean, D. Riquet, I. 

Ayala Sender) (Rapporteur:  
A. F. Correia de Campos)  
 Adoption of draft report (Rule 51 with TRAN) 

Adoption of final 
consolidated text 

 
On 18 December 2012 the joint ITRE/TRAN 
Committee will adopt the report on the 
Connecting Europe Facility to which over 800 
amendments 
were tabled. In 
order to gain 
broad support 
in the the joint 
ITRE/TRAN 
Committee, the 
Co-Rapporteurs have proposed 70 
compromise amendments. Amongst other 
things, the compromises focus in particular: 

 
After 6 weeks of intense negotiations, 
Parliament and Council reached a 
provisional agreement on the draft Trans-
european energy infrastructure Regulation at 
the third trilogue. The agreed regulation 
provides a radically new approach to the 
development of Trans-european energy 
infrastructure: the selection is based on a 
regional process and on objective criteria in 
line with the EU energy policy objectives. In 
addition, the selected projects, so-called 
"projects of common interest" benefit from 
regulatory provisions to facilitate cross-
border cost-allocation and, last but not least, 
fastened and streamlined permitting 
procedures. For a limited amount of 
commercially-non viable project EU public 
funding should be made available by the 
Connecting Europe Facility (to be adopted 
later on). Parliament has reached overall a 
very satisfactory agreement as it was rather 
successful in defending its position by 
introducing a couple of complementary 
elements in the proposal and by maintaining 
the ambition of the initial proposal. More 
specifically, on request of the Parliament, 
specific provisions related to the 
implementation of the internal energy market 
for electricity have been introduced, which 
broaden the ambition and speed up 
operational coordination by the Transmission 
System Operators (TSO). Parliament 
succeeded also to put more emphasis on 
eliminating "energy bottlenecks" and ending 
"energy isolation" as well as referring to 
territorial cohesion and to enhance 
transparency of the regional groups. 

 on the need to focus on goals, priorities and 
projects that would provide the greatest 
European added value and would stimulate 
sustainable growth;  

 on a proper involvement of the European 
Parliament concerning possible shifts of 
financial allocations within the priorities and 
as regards the selection procedures of the 
projects;  

 on the need to make good use of innovative 
financial instruments;  

 on optimising the portfolio of instruments 
available, standardise the operational rules 
for using them, and achieve synergies across 
the three sectors. 

The joint ITRE/TRAN Committee will vote 
also whether to give a mandate to open 
interinstitutional negotiations. 

Link to Draft report and amendments -  

CEF Subject File 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote Plenary: DEPENDING ON INFORMAL NEGOTIATIONS 

 
 
 
 Link to Draft report and amendments -  
 

Subject file  
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-reports.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=CJ05&ufolderLegId=7&ufolderId=09041&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/subject-files.html?id=20120411CDT42728#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-reports.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=ITRE&ufolderLegId=7&ufolderId=07672&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/subject-files.html?id=20120621CDT47404#menuzone
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Electronic 
identification and trust 
services for electronic 

transactions in the 
internal market 

(Rapporteur:  
M. Ulsvskog) 

 
Presentation by the Commission 

&  
Exchange of Views 

 
The purpose of this proposed Regulation is to 
enhance trust in electronic transactions in the 
internal market and ensure the mutual 
recognition of electronic identification, 
authentication, signatures and other trust 
services across borders. 
The existing EU legislation, namely Directive 
1999/93/EC on a Community framework for 
electronic signatures, essentially covers 
electronic signatures only. 
There is no comprehensive EU cross-border 
and cross-sector framework for secure, 
trustworthy and easy-to-use electronic 
transactions that encompasses electronic 
identification, authentication and signatures. 
The Digital Agenda for Europe identifies 
existing barriers to Europe’s digital 
development and proposes legislation on e-
signatures and the mutual recognition of 
eIdentification and authentication, 
establishing a legal framework so as to 
eliminate fragmentation and the lack of 
interoperability, enhance digital citizenship 
and prevent cybercrime. The European 
Parliament stressed the importance of the 
security of electronic services, especially of 
electronic signatures, and of the need to 
create a public key infrastructure at pan-
European level, and called on the 
Commission to set up a European validation 
authorities gateway to ensure the cross-
border interoperability of electronic 
signatures and to increase the security of 
transactions carried out using the internet. 
The aim of this proposal is to enhance 
existing legislation and to expand it to cover 
the mutual recognition and acceptance at EU 
level of notified electronic identification 
schemes and other essential related electronic 

trust services. The proposed regulation also 
seeks to enable secure and seamless 
electronic interactions between businesses, 
citizens and public authorities, thereby 
increasing the effectiveness of public and 
private online services, e-business and 
electronic commerce in the EU. 

Link to COM(2012)0238 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Consideration of draft report: 18-19 March 2013 

Deadline amendments: 23 April 2013, 12h 

Consideration of amendments: 29-30 May 2013 

Vote in ITRE: 9 July 2013 (negotiating mandate) 

Vote Plenary: DEPENDING ON INFORMAL NEGOTIATIONS 

 V

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/smartapi/cgi/sga_doc?smartapi!celexplus!prod!DocNumber&lg=EN&type_doc=COMfinal&an_doc=2012&nu_doc=238
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OPINIONS 

 
Provisions on the timing of 
auctions of greenhouse gas 

allowances - ETS 
(Draftsperson:  

F. Sosa Wagner) 
 

Consideration of draft opinion 
 

The Rapporteur will present his draft opinion 
on the Commission's proposal to amend 
Directive 2003/87/EC. With its proposal, the 
Commission aims to clarify the extent and 
scope of its implementing powers with 
regard to modalities for auctioning of 
emissions allowances. The proposed 
amendment would expressly empower the 
Commission to adapt the timetable for 
auctioning so as to ensure an orderly 
functioning of the market by amending the 
EU ETS Auctioning Regulation. On this basis 
the Commission intends to postpone the 
auctioning of 900 million allowances from 
2013-2015 to later in order to address current 
imbalances in the system. The Rapporteur for 
opinion supports the Commission's proposal 
and recommends accepting it without 
amendment.  

Link to Draft opinion 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 18 December 2012, 12h 

Vote in ITRE: 24 January 2013  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Health protection: 
radioactive substances in 

water intended for human 
consumption  

(Draftsperson: J. Merkies) 
 

Adoption of draft opinion 
 

The adoption of the draft opinion on 
radioactive substances in water intended for 
human consumption is foreseen on 18 
December 2012. There are 49 amendments 
introduced by the Members of the ITRE 
Committee on the Commission proposal.  
The Rapporteur for the opinion has proposed 
7 compromise amendments, which have been 
distributed to the Members and the political 
groups. Amongst other ideas, the Members 
insist on the importance of monitoring and 
for very fast remedial actions to restore water 
quality in case of contamination; in addition 
the consumers should be fully informed as 
soon as possible.  

Link to Draft opinion and amendments 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 VI

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97170/FRANCISCO_SOSA WAGNER.html�
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-opinions.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=ITRE&ufolderLegId=7&ufolderId=10158&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-opinions.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=ITRE&ufolderLegId=7&ufolderId=09352&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#menuzone
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

 
ACER  http://www.acer.europa.eu/ 
 

ACER organises a Consultation workshop on Framework Guidelines on Harmonised Gas 
Transmission tariff structures 

On 23 January 2013, ACER will held a Consultation workshop on Framework Guidelines on 
Harmonised Gas Transmission tariff structures in Ljubljana and Brussels, connected through 
videoconference. The Agency aims at providing early indication to stakeholders of likely changes to the 
draft for the above mentioned Framework Guidelines, based on a recently concluded Public 
consultation.  
 
BEREC http://berec.europa.eu/ 
 
The revised BEREC Common Positions on wholesale local access, wholesale broadband 
access and wholesale leased lines  

BEREC adopted revised Common Positions (CPs) on wholesale local access (WLA), wholesale 
broadband access (WBA) and wholesale leased lines (WLL) at the BEREC Plenary on 7 December 
2012. The CPs are intended to assist NRAs in designing the most effective remedies to address the 
competition problems identified in their respective national markets, in pursuit of the objectives of the 
regulatory framework for electronic communications networks and services. 

The final BEREC CPs on broadband are available on the BEREC website. 

 
ENISA http://www.enisa.europa.eu/ 
 
How to reinforce cooperation between CERTs and Law Enforcement Authorities  

The EU Agency ENISA has launched a new Good Practice Guide on co-operation and coordination 
between Computer Emergency Response Teams (CERTs) and Law Enforcement Authorities (LEAs).  
The report establishes that such cooperation is essential in the fight against cybercrime. The study 
focuses on identifying the current gaps and possible synergies, and provides five recommendations on 
how to improve cooperation.  
Experts who participated in the study recognised that information on roles and parameters for 
cooperation were the most important issues. These were followed by concerns over bureaucracy, 
different or unknown policies and procedures, lack of common standards, lack of clarity on what the 
other party will do with information and insufficient or inappropriate detail. 

 VII

http://www.acer.europa.eu/The_agency/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.acer.europa.eu/Media/Events/ACER%20Consultation%20workshop%20on%20Framework%20Guidelines%20on%20Harmonized%20Transmission%20tariff%20structures/default.aspx?PageView=Shared&InitialTabId=Ribbon.WebPartPage&VisibilityContext=WSSWebPartPage
http://berec.europa.eu/
http://www.enisa.europa.eu/media/press-releases
http://www.enisa.europa.eu/activities/cert/support/fight-against-cybercrime/good-practice-guide-for-addressing-network-and-information-security-aspects-of-cybercrime
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ITRE EVENTS 
 

COMING SOON 
 
Next ITRE meetings: 

 23-24 January 2013, 9.00-18.30 (I); 9.00-18.30 (II) in Brussels (room JAN 2Q2) 
 20-21 February 2013, 9.00-18.30 (I); 9.00-18.30 (II) in Brussels (room JAN 6Q2) 

 
Upcoming Report votes: 

 N. Tzavela: Energy Roadmap 2050 - FORESEEN 24/01/13 
 G. Chichester: Nuclear decommissioning BG, LT, SK -  FORESEEN 24/01/13 
 A. Sartori: Motion for resolution on Stress Tests - FORESEEN 24/01/13 

 
Upcoming Opinion votes: 

 F. Sosa Wagner: Provisions on the timing of GHG allowances - FORESEEN 24/01/13  
 S. Kelly: General Data Protection Regulation - FORESEEN 21/02/13 

 
Amendments deadlines: 

 M. Pieper: CO2 emissions from new light commercial vehicles - OPINION (30/01/13) 
 F. Hall: CO2 emissions from new passengers cars - OPINION (31/01/13) 
 M. Rivasi: Clinical trials on medicinal products - OPINION (31/01/13) 
 V. Remek: Supplementary Research Programme for the ITER - REPORT (28/02/13)  

 

 VIII


