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and "Newsletter" in the subject field to: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For information please contact: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu  
or visit the ITRE Committee online:  http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/ITRE 
This Newsletter is produced in advance of each ITRE Committee meeting by the Committee Secretariat. 
Information contained herein is accurate at the time of publication but may be subject to change at any time.  
Photos: Credit © European Parliament, 2012

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/public/default_en.htm
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/multimedia-library/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ITRE/publications.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ITRE/publications.html
mailto:itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ITRE


IIITTTRRREEE    NNNeeewwwsssllleeetttttteeerrr    999///222000111222    
 

EVENTS 
 

Visit of Máire Geoghegan-Quinn, Commissioner for Research, Innovation and Science,  
to present the ERA framework 

 
The European Council called for the European Research Area (ERA) 
- achieving free circulation of researchers and scientific knowledge - 
to be completed by 2014. Current ERA initiatives have shown that 
even though they continue to advance, the pace of progress is slow.  
Accordingly, the Commission will in its Communication "A 
reinforced ERA partnership for excellence and growth" set out 
concrete actions and responsibilities for delivering in the following 
priority areas: (i) increased effectiveness of national research systems; (ii) optimal level of 
transnational cooperation and competition; (iii) an open labour market for researchers; (iv) gender 
equality and gender mainstreaming in research and (v) optimal circulation, access to and transfer 
of scientific knowledge. The approach will centre on a reinforced ERA Partnership between the 
Member States, research stakeholder organisations and the Commission. In view of the urgency to 
deliver, the Commission will take charge of a robust ERA monitoring mechanism based on 
indicators for all actions and for each Member State. If progress will prove to be insufficient or if 
additional action will be required, the Commission would propose legislation.  
The Commissioner will present the proposal to ITRE Members and a debate will follow. 

Link to Máire Geoghegan-Quinn webpage 
 
 

Presentations by the Danish Presidency-in-Office: outcome 

 
 
The Danish Presidency had as spearheads of priorities in the field of competences of the 
Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, among others, the revision of the Roaming 
Regulation and the file on Energy Efficiency. 
The important new legislation in the field of Telecommunications with respect to mobile roaming 
(data and phone calls) will take effect on 1 July 2012. For citizens and businesses there are new cuts 
in the maximum-prices. The ITRE Committee and the Council have worked hard and reached an 
agreement on tariffs that would be reduced in steps 1 July 2012, 1 July 2013 and 1 July 2014.  As an 
example, an SMS sent from another Member State (but within the EU) would cost 11 cents now, 9 
cents from 1 July 2012, 8 cents from 1 July 2013 and 6 cents from 1 July 2014. For the first time a 
ceiling was decided for roaming of data.  
Further work was done on Agreements of Member States with third countries in the field of 
energy. 
Last but not least it is expected that the very hard negotiated provisional deal on the proposed 
Energy Efficiency Directive will get more than a part of attention from the Danish Presidency 
representative and the Members. The Directive should lay down common measures in order to 
ensure that the EU achieves its headline target of using 20% less energy by 2020. Each Member 
State would set its own target and present a national efficiency action plan every three years, in 
2014, 2017 and 2020. The European Commission would have to assess, by June 2014, the progress 
achieved. The Directive would require Member States to renovate 3% of the total floor area of 
"heated and/or cooled buildings owned and occupied by their central government". Energy 
companies covered by the Ddirective would have to achieve a "cumulative end-use energy savings 
target" by 2020. All large enterprises would be required to undergo an energy audit. Member 

III 
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States would need to carry out and notify to the Commission a "comprehensive assessment", by 
December 2015, of the scope for applying high-efficiency cogeneration and efficient district heating 
and cooling. The provisionally agreed text will be put to an ITRE Committee vote, probably in 
July, and then a Plenary one in September (provisional timetable). 

Link to Danish Presidency website 
 
 

Presentation of the Stress Tests Peer Review report  
performed on European nuclear power plants 

 
The accident that occurred at the Fukushima-Daiichi nuclear power plant in Japan, following the 
earthquake and tsunami of 11 March 2011, has renewed political attention in the measures needed 
to minimise risk and guarantee the most robust levels of nuclear safety, security and non 
proliferation. The national European regulators and the European Commission as European 
Nuclear Safety Regulators Group (ENSREG) have endorsed the peer review report prepared as an 
answer to the mandate delivered by the European Council of 25 March 2011, asking for the launch 
of stress tests on all European National Power Plants (NPPs). The review of the safety of NPPs has 
been done in the light of three main areas of the Fukushima accident (natural hazards, loss of 
safety systems and severe accident management). The overall peer review report and the country 
reports issued contain very practical recommendations aiming at achieving concrete 
improvements and national actions plans have already been or will be shortly defined in all 
countries. The endorsed peer review report will be sent to the June European Council for 
information. It's expected that, on the basis of the peer review report, the European Commission 
will present its Communication to the European Council by end of this year. 
The presentation, held by Mr Philippe Jamet, Member of the ENSREG (European Nuclear Safety 
Regulators Group) Board, will be preceded by a short introduction by Mr Massimo Garribba, 
European Commission, Directorate-General for ENERGY, Head of Unit, Nuclear Safety 
Architecture & Multilateral and International co-operation.  

Link to ENSREG (Peer Review Report) / DG ENER 
 
 

Digital Agenda Assembly, 21-22 June 2012 
 
The Digital Agenda for Europe is the European Union's roadmap 
for bringing the benefits of a digital society and economy to 
Europe's citizens.  
The Digital Agenda Assembly brings together Member States, EU 
institutions, citizens' representatives and industry representatives to assess progress and emerging 
challenges of the Digital Agenda for Europe. This year the Digital Agenda Assembly (DAA) will 
take place on 21-21 June 2012. 
The Assembly consists of an online engagement space launched ahead of the event, 8 workshops 
on key Digital Agenda topics and a plenary session to report feedback on previous discussions and 
hold debates on the way forward. The DAA takes place in Brussels: on the first day, workshops at 
the Committee of the Regions/ European Economic and Social Committee; on the second day, 
Plenary at the European Parliament (Hemicycle). 

Link to DAA website - Programme 
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V 

POLICY DEPARTMENT A - UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Workshop on  
"Building the European Digital Infrastructure" 

 
The event, organised by Policy Department A: Economic and Scientific Policy, in connection with 
the Commission Proposal which aims to draw up guidelines for the implementation of trans-
European telecommunications networks, will primarily focus on EU investment into digital 
infrastructures which are at the forefront of the flagship initiative "Digital Agenda for Europe". It is 
indeed key to ensure both roll-out and take-up of broadband for all, at increasing speeds, through 
both fixed and wireless technologies, and to facilitate investment in the new very fast open and 
competitive internet networks that will be the arteries of the EU future 
economy. The EU has set itself ambitious targets in terms of broadband roll-out 
and take-up by 2020. In this context the proposal for a Regulation on guidelines 
for the implementation of trans-European telecommunication networks is 
linked to the proposal for a Regulation establishing the Connecting Europe 
Facility (CEF) which will provide the legislative and the financial framework. 
An amount of EUR 9.2 billion is allocated for telecommunications within the 
envelope of the CEF. 
The workshop will take place on 20 June 2012 from 14:00 until 17:45 in room 
5G3 of the Altiero Spinelli building at the European Parliament. 

External participants needing a badge must register by providing name, date of birth, nationality, 
passport or ID number before 18 June 2012 to: poldep-economy-science@europarl.europa.eu. 

Link to Workshops 
 
 
 

Workshop on "Safety of offshore oil and gas activities" 
 
The event is organised by Policy Department A: Economic and Scientific 
Policy in connection with the Commission Proposal for a Regulation on 
safety of offshore oil and gas prospection, exploration and production 
activities. The workshop will take place on 9 July 2012 from 15:00 until 18:30 
in the room ASP 1E2 of the Altiero Spinelli building.  
The final programme will shortly be available online on the Europarl portal.   

External participants needing a badge must register by providing name, date 
of birth, nationality, passport or ID number before 5 July 2012 to: poldep-
economy-science@europarl.europa.eu. 

Link to Workshops 
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REPORTS 
 

Establishment  
of Horizon 2020  

(Rapporteur:  
T. Riera Madurell) 

 
Consideration of draft report 

 
The Rapporteur has proposed 221 
amendments in her draft report, including: 
 introduction of new specific objective: 

'Spreading excellence and widening 
participation'; 

 introduction of new specific objective: 
'Responsible research and innovation'; 

 splitting up of 6th challenge into 
'Understanding European societies and 
societal change' and 'Protecting freedom and 
security in Europe'; 

 introduction of new provisions on Strategic 
steering and coordination, Open access, 
Human resources, Synergies with the 
Structural Funds, International Cooperation 
and Future and Emerging Sciences and 
Technologies (FEST).  

Link to Draft report - Subject File 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 26 June 2012, 12h 

Consideration of AMs: September&October 2012 

Vote in ITRE: October/November 2012 (tbc) 

Vote Plenary: TO BE CONFIRMED 
 
 

 
Specific Programme  

Implementing  
Horizon 2020   

(Rapporteur: M. Carvalho) 
 

Consideration of draft report 
 
The Rapporteur has proposed 158 
amendments in her draft report, including 
the following four elements: 

 excellence as a major driver for Horizon 2020 
(stimulate excellence across Europe by 
widening participation and by widening 

scientific excellence across the three pillars of 
Horizon 2020); 

 building synergies between Horizon 2020 and 
the structural funds (upstream from Horizon 
2020, the structural funds can be used for 
capacity building, downstream from Horizon 
2020, the structural funds could smooth the 
passage from conception to market); 

 competitiveness of European industry 
(industrial participation in Horizon 2020 shall 
be enhanced by incentives, more funding for 
innovation and standardisation and simpler 
and faster mechanisms for SMEs); 

 Horizontal issues - such as scientific 
coordination and leadership across Horizon 
2020 - will contribute actively to building the 
European Research Area (ERA).  

 

Link to Draft report - Subject File 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 28 June 2012, 12h 

Consideration of AMs: September&October 2012 

Vote in ITRE: October/November 2012 (tbc) 

Vote Plenary: TO BE CONFIRMED 
 
 
 

Rules for the participation 
and dissemination  

in Horizon 2020   
(Rapporteur: C. Ehler) 

 
Consideration of draft report 

 
The Rules for Participation is along with the 
main programme the other main proposal of 
the Horizon 2020 Package and sets out in 
detail all the rules for the application, 
evaluation, funding, etc. for the whole 
research and innovation funding programme. 
The rules shall ensure a single and 
sufficiently flexible regulatory framework for 
the Horizon 2020 Programme, avoid 
duplication and fragmentation and simplify 
the terms and procedures from the 
perspective of the participants. 

VI 
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The rules will apply to all components of 
Horizon 2020 and they are based on the 
revised Financial Regulation (currently under 
negotiation between the Parliament and the 
Council). They are establishing a single 
funding rate depending for each type of 
action funded under Horizon 2020, providing 
also the acceptance of the usual accounting 
practices. The rules regarding intellectual 
property, exploitation and dissemination 
have been modelled on the FP7 provisions 
with further improvements and clarifications. 

The Rapporteur has proposed 108 
amendments in his draft report. The 
Rapporteur's line is to broadly accept the 
Commission proposal, but to propose several 
improvements in it such as:  
 a more appropriate funding system; 
 further simplification measures, and  
 enhancing industry participation. 

Link to Draft report - Subject File 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 27 June 2012, 12h 

Consideration of AMs: September&October 2012 

Vote in ITRE: October/November 2012 (tbc) 

Vote Plenary: TO BE CONFIRMED 
 
 
 

Amendment of 
Regulation (EC)  

No 294/2008  
establishing the EIT 

(Rapporteur: P. Lamberts) 
 

Consideration of draft report 
 
In the framework of the Lisbon Strategy for 
Growth and Jobs, the European Institute of 
Technology (EIT) was established in 2008 
with the aim of reinforcing Europe's 
innovation capacity. It represents the first EU 
attempt to integrate the three sides of the 
Knowledge Triangle (higher education, 
research and innovation). The EIT became 
operational in 2010 with an EU budgetary 
contribution of EUR 309 millions over 2008-
13. Through the activities of the Knowledge 

and Innovation Communities (KICs), the EIT 
promotes closer interaction between 
universities, research centres and enterprises 
with the objective to close the gap between 
research, education, and the entrepreneurial 
activities to enhance EU's innovation 
capacity. The experiences so far with KICs 
have shown an increasing number of 
participants (including industry), good 
leverage effect, streamlining effects and 
already tangible outputs (students trained, 
start-ups).  

In general the Rapporteur: 
 supports the gradual scaling up of the budget 

over 2014-2020 as proposed by the 
Commission and the launching of new KICs; 

 believes the new KICs should be established 
in priorities fields of Horizon 2020 and in 
particular under the “societal challenges” and 
“leadership in enabling and industrial 
technology” pillars and they should be 
decided in an open and transparent way.; 

 supports the proposal of a mid-term 
evaluation of the EIT to assess its 
performance; 

 believes that the subject and number of KICs 
that the EIT should establish should not be 
prescribed; 

 proposes that in the future, the SIA is adopted 
by the Governing Board and integrated in the 
future framework for research and innovation 
(Horizon 2021-2018); 

 believes that non-technological, 
organisational, systems innovation and public 
sector innovation require the same attention 
as technology driven solutions; 

 believes that the Commission should in 
particular undertake a comprehensive 
evaluation of all the different types of public-
private partnerships established under its 
different research and innovation 
programmes. 

Link to Draft report - Subject File 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 27 June 2012, 12h 

Consideration of AMs: September&October 2012 

Vote in ITRE: October/November 2012 (tbc) 

Vote Plenary: TO BE CONFIRMED 

VII 
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Strategic Innovation 
Agenda of the EIT 

(Rapporteur: M. Matias) 
 

Consideration  
of draft report 

 
The Rapporteur has proposed 33 
amendments in her draft report, including: 
 the terms of reference concerning the role of 

the EIT and the KICs, the modalities for co-
operation between the Governing Board and 
the KICs and the modalities for the funding of 
the KICs shall be governed by the EIT 
regulation not in the SIA; 

 subject and number of KICs that the EIT 
should establish should not be prescribed in 
the SIA (coherent with Lamberts approach). 
The EIT shall have the autonomy to organise 
the KICs selection process which shall go 
beyond the top-down process and include 
competitive and open application system to 
new KICs; 

 the EIT shall ensure that the KICs operate on 
a transparent and accountable basis and take 
into account the interests of all participants, 
both those already involved and newcomers; 

 The KICs have to be in line with objectives in 
Pillar 2 and 3 of Horizon 2020. The EIT shall 
foster the creation of KICs that may differ in 
size and in duration; 

 a Marie Curie Scholarship Program shall be 
developed as part of the EIT activities; 

 broader and inclusive field of action for the 
EIT proposed. Amount of financial allocation 
foreseen for EITs dissemination policies, 
exchange of knowledge between the KICs and 
university network activities,, cross-cutting 
supporting and monitoring services increased 
from 4,4% to 15%; 

 the EIT shall become a major centre of 
scientific and technologic research and 
interchange, of dissemination of good 
practices and knowledge sharing culture 
(conferences, seminars, technology 
exhibitions, specific training actions, modules 
for undergraduate courses or packages 
targeted to school education, summer courses, 
EIT fellowship programme, Master and PhD 
programmes). In this sense a study is 
requested on the institutional, financial and 
logistic conditions to be met in order to 
proceed to the transfer of EIT headquarters to 

the European Parliament's buildings in 
Strasbourg. 

Link to Draft report - Subject File 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 28 June 2012, 12h 

Consideration of AMs: September&October 2012 

Vote in ITRE: October/November 2012 (tbc) 

Vote Plenary: TO BE CONFIRMED 
 
 
 

Research and Training 
Programme of the  

Euratom Community 
complementing  

Horizon 2020  
(Rapporteur: P. Skinner) 

 
Consideration of draft report 

 
The Rapporteur welcomes the inclusion of 
Euratom in the Horizon 2020 overall 
Package. In his amendments the Rapporteur 
mainly focuses on cross-cutting measures to 
address the need for simplification, 
continuation of ongoing nuclear research 
projects, improved working conditions for 
nuclear researchers, widening the 
participation and avoiding the 'brain drain'. 

Link to Draft report - Subject File 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 26 June 2012, 12h 

Consideration of AMs: September&October 2012 

Vote in ITRE: October/November 2012 (tbc) 

Vote Plenary: TO BE CONFIRMED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIII 
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Trans-European 
telecommunications 

networks 
(Rapporteur:  

E. Tošenovský) 
 

Consideration of draft report 
 

Presented last 19 October 2011 by the 
European Commission, the proposal foresees 
almost EUR 9.2 billion to support 
investments in fast and very fast broadband 
networks and pan-European digital services. 
The main objective of the proposal is to meet 
the targets of the Digital Agenda for Europe 
for 2020 of broadband access for all at speeds 
of at least 30 megabits per second (Mbps), 
with at least 50% of households subscribing 
to speed above 100 Mbps. 
At least 7 billion of the proposed EUR 9.2 
billion would be made available for 
investments in high speed broadband 
infrastructure. The remaining part would be 
provided, primarily through grants, to 
projects which help to get essential public 
and networked services on-line. Those 
projects include cross-border services of 
public interest (e-Health, e-Identity and e-
Justice services, etc.) and should guarantee a 
fast access for the citizens, the public 
administrations, the EU industry to the 
digital platforms, to broadband 
infrastructures, to telecommunication 
networks. 
According to the draft report, the proposed 
instrument should mainly concentrate on the 
areas of infrastructure where there are 
weaknesses, which can be mitigated or 
removed and which cannot be solved 
through other instruments or by pure 
commercial entity. The draft report also 
stresses that the financial support from this 
instrument should not lead to economic 
competition distortion and the necessity to 
ensure complementarities with the energy 
and the transport sectors. 

Link to Draft report 
 
 
 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 4 July 2012, 12h 

Consideration of AMs: 8- 9 October 2012 

Vote in ITRE: 5 November 2012 (tbc) 

Vote Plenary: TO BE CONFIRMED 
 
 

 
Programme for the 
Competitiveness of 

Enterprises and SMEs  
 

(Rapporteur:  
J. Creutzmann) 

 
Consideration of draft report 

 
The global competitiveness of European 
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
is undermined by market, policy and 
institutional failures, such as the lack of 
access to finance, markets and regulatory 
burden. As a result, European SMEs show 
lower productivity and grow more slowly 
than their counterparts in other parts of the 
world and they are less able to adapt 
successfully to changes than larger 
businesses in Europe. These difficulties have 
been further aggravated by the economic 
crisis of 2008, which disproportionately 
affected SMEs.  
Within the current Multiannual Financial 
Framework (MFF), the EU is funding 
measures to support entrepreneurship and 
innovation and to promote development and 
growth of SMEs through the 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation 
Programme (EIP), one of the three pillars of 
the Competitiveness and Innovation 
Framework Programme (CIP). Under the 
future MFF (2014-2020), the EIP will be 
succeeded by the Programme for the 
Competitiveness of Enterprises and Small 
and Medium-sized Enterprises (COSME). 
Following its decision to bring research and 
innovation closer together, the European 
Commission (EC) has proposed to bring 
innovation-related activities of the current 
EIP under Horizon 2020, the new framework 

IX 
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programme for research and innovation. 
COSME will therefore focus on 
competitiveness, growth and 
entrepreneurship. 
The Rapporteur strongly welcomes the 
proposal for the COSME Programme. In 
order to further improve the proposal, he 
would like to submit the following general 
comments: 
 focus on administrative burden reduction, 

access to finance and access to markets; 
 target all SMEs; 
 increased involvement of SME representative 

organisations; 
 support for business transfers; 
 a higher budget for SMEs. 

Link to Draft report 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 20 June 2012, 12h 

Consideration of AMs: 3 September 2012 

Vote in ITRE: 9 October 2012 

Vote Plenary: TO BE CONFIRMED 
 
 

 
SMEs: competitiveness and 

business opportunities 
(Rapporteur: P. Rübig) 

 
Consideration of amendments 

 
156 amendments to Mr 
Rübig's report have been tabled by several 
Members. Many of them insist on the need to 
create the conditions to develop new clusters, 
to improve the role played by SMEs in 
international fora and standardisation bodies. 
All Members recognise to importance of 
adopting measures that could help SMEs to 
internationalise.  
A new section on the importance to create 
SMEs specialised in green technology, 
renewable energy could be added to the 
report in case the amendments on these items 
were adopted.   
Some MEPs, then, decided to put the accent 
to the need to improve business transfer. 

Members ask to attribute a higher amount to 
COSME (the Programme that will boost 
competitiveness of SMEs for the period 2014-
2020). Some Members propose to transfer 
part of the budget from Horizon 2020 and 
called for better alignment and coordination 
of the funds. 

Link to Draft report and amendments 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote in ITRE: 12 July 2012 (tbc) 

Vote Plenary: September 2012 (tbc) 
 
 
 

Implementation and 
exploitation of European 

satellite navigation systems 
(Rapporteur:  

M.-J. Marinescu) 
 

Consideration of draft report 
 

The main objective of the draft regulation is 
to lay down the financing and governance 
structure for the Galileo and EGNOS 
programmes (the EU's two satellite 
navigation programmes) for 2013 to 2020. 
The proposed budget for the two 
programmes for the seven-year period is 
EUR 7897 million at current prices.  

Link to Draft report 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 21 June 2012, 12h 

Vote in ITRE: 18 September (negotiating mandate) 

Vote Plenary: TO BE CONFIRMED 
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XI 

Intergovernmental 
agreements  

in the field of energy 

Among other things, the Directive proposes 
the following new features to the existing 
legislation: 

  all public data that is not covered by one of 
the exceptions will become re-usable; (Rapporteur: K. Krišjānis ) 

  the general rule for charging will be that 
public sector bodies can charge at maximum 
the marginal cost for disseminating the 
information. In exceptional cases only, full 
cost recovery (plus a reasonable return on 
investment) will remain possible; 

Adoption of draft report 
 

There have been several informal trilogue 
meetings between the European Parliament, 
the Council and the Commission with the 
aim to find a compromise text.   data should be made available in machine-

readable formats where possible; The result of the trilogues will be submitted 
to the ITRE Committee for a vote and if the 
vote is positive the text will be submitted to 
Plenary. 

 there will be independent supervision of the 
implementation of the rules in all the Member 
States.  

 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE Link to Draft report and amendments 
 

Consideration of draft report: 17-18 September  PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 
Deadline amendments: 27 September, 12h Vote Plenary: September 2012 

 Consideration of AMs: 8-9 October 2012 (tbc) 
 

Vote in ITRE: 5 November 2012 (negotiating mandate)  
Vote Plenary: DEPENDING ON INFORMAL NEGOTIATIONS Amendment of Directive 

2003/98/EC on re-use of 
public sector information 

 
 

(Rapporteur: I. Kalfin) 
 

Exchange of Views 
 

Rules and practices around the re-use of 
public sector information differ between the 
EU Member States. Common rules that apply 
across the EU would help companies to 
capitalise on the size of the Internal Market, 
and make it easier to use public data from 
other EU countries. It is argued that only a 
harmonised set of ambitious rules can enable 
the market to take full advantage of the 
commercial and non-commercial 
opportunities that re-use of public data 
represents. 
It is further argued that opening up 
governmental data for re-use can have major 
benefits for citizens, businesses, and society 
and for the governments themselves: new 
businesses can be built on the back of this 
data, more transparency and evidence-based 
policy making and administrative efficiency 
are achieved.  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96807/Ivailo_KALFIN.html�
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-reports.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=ITRE&ufolderLegId=7&ufolderId=06804&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#sidesForm
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OPINIONS 
 

Completing  
the Digital Single Market 

(Draftsperson: 
A. Patriciello) 

 
Consideration of draft opinion 

 
It is argued that the Internet in general, and 
electronic commerce in particular have 
enormous potential for boosting growth and 
creating jobs. In some G8 countries the 
Internet has accounted for 20% of economic 
growth and 25% of job growth in the last five 
years. 
The EU Single Market for e-commerce is still 
not functioning as it should as there are 
significant differences in the rules, standards 
and practices applied to e-commerce within 
individual Member States. As a result, 
companies find it difficult to provide online 
services or to sell goods across EU borders, 
and citizens miss out on the opportunity to 
purchase goods and services from websites 
based in other EU countries.  
In the draft opinion the ITRE draftsperson 
calls for actions in line with the Digital 
Agenda for Europe and highlights in 
particular aspects related to e-signature and 
e-identification including issues like trust and 
security and specific measures for SMEs.  

Link to Draft opinion 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 21 June 2012, 12h 

Vote in ITRE: 3 September 2012 

 
 

Establishing a Partnership 
Instrument for cooperation  
(Draftsperson: N. Tzavela) 

 
Adoption of draft opinion 

 
The adoption of the opinion 
for the Report of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs on the 
proposal for a Regulation establishing a 
Partnership Instrument for cooperation with 

Third Countries  is foreseen on 19 June 2012. 
There are 24 amendments introduced by the 
Members of the ITRE Committee on the 
Commission proposal. 

Link to Draft opinion and amendments 
 
 

Social Business Initiative 
(Draftsperson: B. 
Marcinkiewicz) 

 
Adoption of draft opinion 

 
The adoption of the draft 

opinion is foreseen on 19 June 2012. There are 
23 amendments introduced by the Members 
of the ITRE Committee on the Commission 
proposal. In the amendments proposed 
Members advocate for the introduction of 
equal chances for social enterprises when 
participating in public procurement and the 
promotion of an international knowledge 
base on social enterprise. Moreover the 
amendments suggest that different financial 
instruments are needed and should be 
encouraged and promoted such as European 
social entrepreneurship funds or European 
venture capital funds, the emission of bonds 
of solidarity, hybrid equity structures, 
including different kinds of public social 
investment and initiatives of cooperative 
banks and specific Business Angels. 

Link to Draft opinion and amendments 
 
 

*Specific provisions 
concerning the ERDF 

**Common provisions on 
the ERDF and other Funds  

*** Cohesion Fund 
(Draftsperson: P. Toia) 

 
Adoption of draft opinions 

 
The adoption of the opinion on the ERDF 
Specific Provisions is foreseen on 19 June 
2012. There are 130 amendments introduced 
by the Members of the ITRE Committee on 
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96660/Niki_TZAVELA.html�
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the Commission proposal. The Draftsperson 
worked on compromises, which have been 
distributed to the Members and the political 
groups. In the amendments proposed, the 
ITRE Committee advocates i.a. to deploy the 
ERDF to their full extent to support capacity 
building in the regions through dedicated 
activities aimed at founding centres of 
excellences, modernising universities, 
purchase of scientific equipment, local 
technology transfer, support to start-ups and 
spin-offs, and local interaction between 
industry and academia, thereby establishing 
a "stairway to excellence" to bridge the divide 
between more and less developed regions of 
the Union and to contribute to the Union 
strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive 
growth. 

The adoption of the opinion on the ERDF 
Common Provisions is foreseen on 19 June 
2012. There are 266 amendments introduced 
by the Members of the ITRE Committee on 
the Commission proposal. In the 
amendments proposed, the ITRE Committee 
advocates to fine tune the objectives and 
investment priorities better and to improve 
the coordination and proper implementation 
of the funds.  

The adoption of the opinion on the Cohesion 
Fund is foreseen on 19 June 2012. There are 
31 amendments introduced by the Members 
of the ITRE Committee on the Commission 
proposal. 

Link to Draft opinion and amendments * 

Draft opinion and amendments ** 

Draft opinion and amendments *** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Innovative financial 
instruments in the 

context of the next MFF 
(Draftsperson: 

 A. Cancian) 
 

Adoption of draft opinion 
 

The adoption of the opinion is foreseen on 19 
June 2012. There are 35 amendments 
introduced by the Members of the ITRE 
Committee on the draft opinion. The 
Draftsperson worked on compromises, which 
have been distributed to the Members and 
the political groups. In the amendments 
proposed, the ITRE Committee advocates i.a. 
that potential applicants for financial 
instruments shall be assisted more actively 
by the Commission by providing orientation 
and recommendations and individual 
assistance to determine the most effective 
means of disbursement to applicants. 

Link to Draft opinion and amendments 
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 
 
ACER http://www.acer.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/ACER_HOME/The_Agency 
 
ACER Director presents to ITRE Committee progress made by the Agency but also warns 
about upcoming challenges with regard to REMIT 

On 31 May 2012, Alberto Pototschnig, Director of ACER, was invited by the ITRE Committee to 
present progress made by the Agency for the Cooperation of Energy Regulators. Director Pototschnig 
took the opportunity to thank the ITRE Committee for their support to and confidence in ACER. It 
was also an occasion for Member of the Committee to ask questions about the upcoming challenges 
for the Agency. One of them being the necessity to implement the Regulation on Energy Market 
Integrity and Transparency (REMIT) at a time of strict budget austerity.  

The ITRE Committee invited Director Pototschnig to appear again to present the Agency Draft Work 
Programme for 2013. This presentation will most likely take place on 12 July. A day before ACER is 
organising for stakeholders and jointly with CEER a lunchtime presentation of European energy 
regulators draft work programmes. This presentation will take place in Brussels. An ITRE delegation is 
also planning a visit to the Agency seat in Ljubljana, Slovenia, at the end of August. 

 
BEREC http://www.erg.eu.int/whatsnew/index_en.htm 
 
BEREC's Plenary Meeting - Documents available  

Following BEREC's Plenary Meeting in Dubrovnik held on 24-25 May 2012, this Press Release was 
published. The slides of the Debriefing session held in Brussels on 31 May 2012 are also available 
online. 

 
ENISA http://www.enisa.europa.eu/media/press-releases 
 
Cyber security exercises  
 
ENISA organised two small-scale cyber security exercises on 30 May and 6 June, with the aim of 
familiarising participants with cross-border cooperation procedures and mechanisms for dealing with 
large-scale cyber crises in Europe.  
Both exercises used fictional scenarios based on the exposure of sensitive information. 
Countries taking part were:  Cyprus, Estonia, Greece, Malta and Iceland (30 May); and Belgium, 
Denmark, Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands, Romania and Spain (6 June).  
Further information about this work can be found at: 
http://www.enisa.europa.eu/activities/Resilience-and-CIIP/cyber-crisis-cooperation. 
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ITRE EVENTS 
 

COMING SOON 
 
Next ITRE meetings: 

 11-12 July 2012, 9.00-18.30 (I); 9.00-18.30 (II) in Brussels (room JAN 4Q1) 
 3 September 2012, 15.00-18.30 in Brussels (room: ASP 1G3)  NEW! 
 17-18 September 2012, 15.00-18.30 (I); 9.00-18.30 (II) in Brussels (room JAN 4Q2) NEW! 
 18 September 2012, pm in Brussels  JOINT DEBATE ON CEF NEW! 

 
Upcoming Report votes: 

 C. Turmes: Energy Efficiency Directive (1st reading) - FORESEEN 12/07  
 A. Correia de Campos: Trans-European energy Infrastructure (negotiating mandate) - 

FORESEEN 12/07 
 N. Tzavela: The industrial, energy and other aspects of shale gas and oil - FORESEEN 

12/07 OR SEPTEMBER 
 P. Rübig: SMEs: competiveness and business opportunities - FORESEEN 3 OR 17/09 

 
Upcoming Opinion votes: 

 S.-A. Ţicău: Erasmus for all -  FORESEEN 12/07  NEW! 
 R. Bütikofer: Budget 2013-all sections - FORESEEN 3/09 
 A. Patriciello: Digital Single Market - FORESEEN 3/09 

 
Amendments deadlines: 

 J. Creutzmann: COSME - REPORT (20/06)  
 M.-J. Marinescu: European satellite navigations systems - REPORT (21/06)  
 A. Patriciello: Digital Single Market - OPINION (21/06)  
 Horizon 2020 Package - 6 REPORTS (26-28/06)  
 E. Tošenovský: Trans-European Telecommunications Networks - REPORT (4/07) 
 J. Merkies: Radioactive water for human consumption - OPINION (4/09) NEW! 
 H. Krahmer: Instrument for Nuclear Safety Cooperation - REPORT (5/09) NEW! 
 W. Langen: Award of concession contracts - OPINION (11/09) NEW! 
 N. Tzavela: The Energy Roadmap 2050 - REPORT (19/09) NEW! 
 I. Kalfin: Re-use of public sector information - REPORT (27/09) NEW! 

 
Other events: 

 Workshop on "Building the European Digital Infrastructure", 20 June 2012 14:00-17:45 
 Workshop on "Safety of offshore oil and gas activities", 9 July 2012 15:00-18:30  
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