
 
 

   

 

 

 

 
Issue 8/2012 

 
Meeting of 30-31 May 2012  

 
Wednesday, 30 May 2012: 9.00-12.30; 15.00-18.30 (in camera Coordinators' meeting 17.00-18.30) 

Thursday, 31 May 2012: 9.00-12.30; 15.00-18.30 (votes at 10.00) 

Room: 1G3 in the Altiero Spinelli building 
 

The Committee meeting will be web-streamed and can be watched live on the EP website at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/public/default_en.htm 
or on Europarl TV: www.europarltv.europa.eu 
 
Past meetings can be watched or extracts downloaded via the EP Live Multimedia Library: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/multimedia-library/ 
 

Speeches and presentations held during ITRE meetings will be available on the ITRE 
website 
 

 
 
If you wish to receive the ITRE Newsletter, please send an e-mail with your contact details 
and "Newsletter" in the subject field to: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For information please contact: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu  
or visit the ITRE Committee online:  http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/ITRE 
This Newsletter is produced in advance of each ITRE Committee meeting by the Committee Secretariat. 
Information contained herein is accurate at the time of publication but may be subject to change at any time.  
Photos: Credit © European Parliament, 2012
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EVENTS 
 

Visit of Androulla Vassiliou,  
Commissioner for Education, Culture, Multilingualism, Sport, Media 
and Youth on the European Institute of Innovation and Technology 

(EIT) 
 
The two proposals on EIT form part of the Horizon 2020 Package. The first one, 
the amending Regulation 294/2008, sets the rules for the organisation of the 
Institute, while the Strategic Agenda sets the objectives to the reached by 2020. 
The Commissioner will present the proposals to ITRE Members and a debate  
will follow. 

Link to Androulla Vassiliou webpage 
 
 

Visit of Alberto Pototschnig, Director of ACER 
 
ACER, the EU Agency for the Cooperation of Energy Regulators - set up by 
Regulation EC/713/2009 - started officially its work on 3 March 2011 as part of the 
entry into force of the 3rd legislative package for the internal market for energy.  
On 4 February 2011, the European Council adopted conclusions stipulating that 
the internal market for energy should be completed by 2014 and all "energy 
islands" shall be connected to the European grid by 2015. The role of ACER in the 
process of achieving the targets is vital as all technical work for the 
implementation of the 3rd packages is done by the national regulatory authorities 

(NRA) in cooperation with ACER and the European Networks of Transmission System Operators 
(ENTSOs). In accordance with the "ACER-regulation" (regulation EC/713/2009) the Agency's 
mission focuses on supporting the NRAs and to coordinate their actions, where necessary. 
In September 2011, ACER adopted its work programme for 2012. In its programme priority is 
given to the framework guidelines for network codes, which are of high importance for the 
completion of the internal market, and on opinions and recommendation to the 10-year network 
development plans and network codes as well as on decisions concerning cross-border congestion 
management. 
 
 

Presentation of the Proposal for a European Innovation Partnership on raw materials 
 
In 2010 the Commission has set out, as part of the Innovation Union flagship initiative, the 
appropriate framework of European Innovation Partnerships (EIPs). Such Partnerships will be 
launched in cases where the combined strength of public and private efforts at regional, national 
and EU level in innovation and R&D and demand-side measures are needed to achieve societal 
targets quicker and more efficiently. This is the case for raw materials as presented in the 
Communication of the Commission (end February). 
This Partnership will target non-energy, non-agricultural raw materials, including but not limited 
to the EU’s list of critical raw materials. Hence it also covers other metallic ones, industrial and 
construction minerals as well as other industrial raw materials such as natural rubber and wood. 
Many of these materials are vital inputs for innovative technologies that offer environmentally-
friendly, clean-technology applications.  
The common objective of this Partnership will be that, by 2020, Europe will have made a great step 
in reducing its import dependency on raw materials. This will be achieved through accelerating 

II 

http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-2014/vassiliou/index_en.htm
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III 

innovations that ensure secure, sustainable supplies of both primary and secondary raw materials 
or prevent wastage of key raw materials during all their life cycle.  
This proposal takes into account the lessons learnt in the context of the pilot EIP “Active and 
Healthy Aging”. It also builds on various inputs from Member States, research communities and 
other stakeholders gathered in the context of different meetings, workshops and events as well as a 
public consultation which were organised throughout 2010 and 2011. 
 
 
 
POLICY DEPARTMENT A - UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Presentation of the study  
"Promotion of Innovation on the Internet and Citizens' Right to Privacy" 

 
In light of the revision of data protection Directive 95/46/EC, but also facing the development of 
Cloud Computing and other innovative services, the European Parliament Committee of Industry, 
Research and Energy (ITRE) has requested a study on the relationship between Internet innovation 
and privacy that would identify the tensions and synergies and suggest approaches addressing the 
tensions and exploiting the synergies.  
This study investigates the interplay between Internet innovation and privacy.  
It proposes working definitions of innovation and privacy and review the 
literature about their interaction. The study interprets the possible tensions and 
problems in terms of market and system failures and analyses the relevant 
legal and policy aspects in relation to examples of privacy invasion and/or 
protection by innovating companies. Using a four issue framework it analyses 
relevant case studies such as cloud computing and online behavioural 
advertising. Following a gap analysis according to a model of failure, the study 
presents a series of recommendations aimed at different stakeholders. The 
study was based on desk research, key informant interviews, case studies and 
an interactive expert consultation held in Brussels in June 2011. 
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REPORTS 
 

Energy roadmap 2050, a 
future with energy 

(Rapporteur: N. Tzavela) 
 

Exchange of Views 
 
People's well-being, 

industrial competitiveness and the overall 
functioning of society are dependent on safe, 
secure, sustainable and affordable energy. 
The energy infrastructure which will power 
citizens' homes, industry and services in 
2050, as well as the buildings which people 
will use, are being designed and built now. 
The pattern of energy production and use in 
2050 is already being set. 
The EU is committed to reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions to 80-95% below 1990 levels by 
2050 in the context of necessary reductions by 
developed countries as a group. The 
Commission analysed the implications of this 
in its "Roadmap for moving to a competitive 
low-carbon economy in 2050" and in this 
Communication explores the challenges 
posed by delivering the EU's decarbonisation 
objective while at the same time ensuring 
security of energy supply and 
competitiveness. It responds to a request 
from the European Council. 
The International Energy Agency (IEA) has 
shown the critical role of governments and 
underlined the need for urgent action; with 
the scenarios of the Energy Roadmap 2050 
different possible pathways for Europe are 
analysed more in depth. 
The Council will have a discussion on the 
text from the Commission in its meeting of 15 
June 2012.  

The ITRE Committee has requested to draw 
up an Own-Initiative report.  
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Consideration of draft report: 11-12 July 2012 

Deadline amendments: tbc 

Vote in ITRE: October (tbc) 

Vote Plenary: November (tbc) 
 

Safety of offshore oil and 
gas prospection, 
exploration and 

production activities 
(Rapporteur: I. Belet) 

 
Exchange of Views 

 
On 17 November 2011 the Commission 
presented its proposal , which aims to reduce 
the occurrence of major accidents related to 
offshore oil and gas activities and to limit 
their consequences. It comes as a response to 
the request for Union action following the 
disastrous consequences of accidents 
affecting offshore oil and gas operations, 
especially after the Deepwater Horizon 
accident in the United States in 2010. The 
proposal aims to have the recognised global 
best practice in major hazard applied 
throughout the Union and sets four specific 
objectives: Ensure a consistent use of best 
practices for major hazards control by oil and gas 
industry offshore operations potentially affecting 
Union waters or shores; Implement best 
regulatory practices in all European jurisdictions 
with offshore oil and gas activities; Strengthen 
Union's preparedness and response capacity to 
deal with emergencies potentially affecting Union 
citizens, economy or environment; Improve and 
clarify existing Union liability and compensation 
provisions. 

To achieve these objectives, it is foreseen that 
the Commission establishes an EU Offshore 
Authorities Group with representatives from 
the competent authorities responsible for 
offshore oil and gas activities in Union 
Member States. Moreover, according to the 
proposal, the Licensing and the 
Environmental Liability Directives are to be 
reinforced.  
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Consideration of draft report: 11-12 July 2012 

Deadline amendments: 4 September 2012 (tbc) 

Vote in ITRE: October or November (tbc) 
(negotiating mandate) 

Vote Plenary: DEPENDING ON INFORMAL NEGOTIATIONS 

IV 
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Trans-European  
energy infrastructure 

(Rapporteur:  
A. Correia de Campos) 

 
Consideration of amendments 

 
845 amendments have been tabled. The 
amendments cover a wide range of issues, 
and, thereby, among others modify the scope 
of the Regulation, the type of projects to be 
covered, the governance structure of the 
regional groups, the role of ACER and the 
National Regulatory Authorities as well as 
certain thresholds to be covered. 

Link to Draft report and amendments 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote in ITRE: 19 June or 12 July (negotiating mandate) 

Vote Plenary: DEPENDING ON INFORMAL NEGOTIATIONS 
 
 
 

OPINIONS 

General Data Protection 
Regulation 

(Draftsperson: S. Kelly) 
 

Exchange of Views 
 
 

The Commission states that the aim of the 
proposal is to create "a strong and consistent 
legislative framework across Union policies, 
enhancing individuals' rights, the Single 
Market dimension of data protection and 
cutting red tape for businesses".  
More specifically, the proposal aims at: 

 Strengthening the right of individuals to 
data protection; 

 Enhancing the Single Market dimension 
of data protection, and 

 Addressing the challenges of 
globalisation. 

 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

No timetable available yet 
(PENDING ITRE AND IMCO'S REQUEST FOR RULE 50)  
 

Social Business Initiative 
(Draftsperson: B. 
Marcinkiewicz) 

 
Consideration of draft opinion 

 
The European Commission has adopted a 
Social Business Initiative action plan on 25 
October 2011.   
A "Social business" in this action plan  is an 
enterprise: whose primary objective is to 
achieve social impact rather than generating 
profit;  which operates in the market in an 
entrepreneurial and innovative way; which 
uses surpluses mainly to achieve these social 
goals and which is managed in an 
accountable and transparent way, in 
particular by involving workers, customers 
and stakeholders. 
Yet the growth potential of the social 
business model in the Single Market is not 
being exploited fully. Social businesses find it 
difficult to gain access to funding. There is a 
low degree of recognition for their work and 
the regulatory environment does not take 
into account their specific characteristics. 
The mission of Social businesses on the other 
hand is to generate significant social, 
environmental and or community impacts 
and thus can contribute to realise the 
European Union’s objectives under its 2020 
strategy.  
The Commission's objective is to create an 
ecosystem conducive to developing social 
businesses and to facilitating their access to 
funding. 

Link to Draft opinion 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 31 May 2012, 12h 

Vote in ITRE: 19 June 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

V 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/documents-search.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=ITRE&ufolderLegId=7&ufolderId=07672&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#sidesForm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/documents-search.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=ITRE&ufolderLegId=7&ufolderId=08281&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#sidesForm
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Public procurement 
(Draftsperson: A. Gyürk) 

 
Consideration 

 of draft opinion 
 

 
 

Procurement by entities 
operating in the water, 

energy, transport and postal 
services sectors 

(Draftsperson: Z. Balčytis) 
 

Consideration of draft opinions 
 
These proposals complete the proposal for a 
new Directive on procurement by public 
authorities which will replace Directives 
2004/17/EC and 2004/18/EC. The two will 
become core elements of the European Union 
public procurement legislative framework. 
Public procurement plays a key role in 
achieving the objectives of the Europe 2020 
Strategy. The Evaluation on the Impact and 
Effectiveness of EU Public Procurement 
Legislation has shown that it was important 
to maintain rules on procurement by entities 
operating in the water, energy, transport and 
postal services sectors, since national 
authorities continue to be able to influence 
the behaviour of those entities, by 
participating in their capital and by being 
represented in their administrative, 
managerial or supervisory bodies. Yet 
another reason has been the closed nature of 
the markets in which they operate, due to the 
existence of special or exclusive rights 
granted by the Member States concerning the 
supply, provision or operation of networks 
for providing the service concerned. 

Link to Draft opinions Gyürk - Balčytis 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 6 June 2012, 12h 

Vote in ITRE: September 2012 

 
 
 
 

Erasmus for all 
(Draftsperson: S.-A. Ţicău) 

 
Consideration of draft opinion 
 
According to Draftswoman 
education and training are 

core components of Europe 2020 Strategy for 
smart, sustainable and inclusive growth, and 
of the integrated guidelines for the economic 
and employment policies. Ms Ţicău is 
therefore in favour of increased EU support 
for education and training over the period 
2014-2020, with a view to improving 
qualifications and dealing with the high 
levels of youth unemployment in many 
Member States. The Draftsperson supports 
the Commission proposal and proposes a 
number of amendments concerning, among 
other things, inclusion among the specific 
programme objectives and measures 
business-related educational mobility and the 
identification of related indicators, inclusion 
of EU industrial policies among EU policies 
and use of ICT to facilitate access to the 
‘Erasmus for All’ programme for those facing 
difficulties of an educational, social, physical, 
psychological, geographical, economic or 
cultural nature. 

Link to Draft opinion 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 5 June 2012, 12h 

Vote in ITRE: 12 July 2012 

 
 

Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement 
(Draftsperson:  

A. Andersdotter) 
 

Adoption of draft opinion 
 
The adoption of the 
opinion is foreseen on 31 
May 2012. There are 41 

amendments introduced by the Members of 
the ITRE Committee and the Draftsperson 
worked on 4 compromises. 

Link to Draft opinion and amendments 
 

VI 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96680/Zigmantas_BALCYTIS.html�
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/108570/Amelia_ANDERSDOTTER.html�
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/documents-search.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=ITRE&ufolderLegId=7&ufolderId=08509&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#sidesForm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/documents-search.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=ITRE&ufolderLegId=7&ufolderId=08497&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#sidesForm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/documents-search.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=ITRE&ufolderLegId=7&ufolderId=07912&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#sidesForm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/documents-search.hhttp:/www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-reports.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=ITRE&ufolderLegId=7&ufolderId=07420&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#sidesForm
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Markets in financial instruments and 
amendment of the EMIR Regulation  

* 
Markets in financial 

instruments, and repeal 
of Directive 2004/39/EC 

(recast) 
(Draftsperson:  
H. Krahmer) 

 
Adoption of draft opinions 

 
The adoption of the opinions on the 
Regulation and Directive on Markets in 
Financial Instruments is foreseen on 31 May 
2012. There are 9 (Regulation) and 54 
(Directive) amendments introduced by the 
Members of the ITRE Committee on the draft 
opinion and the Draftsperson and other 
Members have so far proposed no 
compromise amendments. 

Link to Draft opinion and amendments (Reg.) 

Draft opinion and amendments (Dir.) 
 
 

2013 Budget  
Mandate for Trilogue 

(Draftsperson:  
R. Bütikofer) 

 
Adoption of draft opinion 

 
The adoption of the opinion on mandate for 
the trilogue on 2013 Budget is foreseen on 31 
May 2012. There are 56 amendments 
introduced by the Members of the ITRE 
Committee on the draft opinion. The 
Draftsperson worked on compromises, which 
have been distributed to the Members and 
the political groups. These compromise 
amendments are aiming at consolidation of 
the existing amendments and focus mostly 
on ITRE main priorities such as the 
enhancement of European competitiveness, 
pivotal flagship programmes, measures for 
sustainable growth and support for SMEs. 

Link to Draft opinion and amendments 
 
 
 

Creative Europe Programme  
(Draftsperson: S.-A. Ţicău) 

 
Adoption of draft opinion 

 
The adoption of the opinion  is foreseen on 31 
May 2012. There are 72 amendments 
introduced by the Members of the ITRE 
Committee on the Commission proposal. 
The Draftsperson worked on compromises, 
which have been distributed to the Members 
and the political groups. In the amendments 
proposed, the ITRE Committee advocates 
introducing new specific objectives for the 
programme which strengthen the strands 
relating to adapting CCS to globalisation and 
the digital shift. The changes are aimed, in 
particular, at the online accessibility of 
cultural material, improving the way in 
which this is managed and preserved 
digitally and promoting partnerships 
between cultural institutions and the private 
sector, in order to create new ways of 
funding the digitisation of cultural material 
and to foster its innovative use. 

Link to Draft opinion and amendments 
 

 
Establishment of the  

LIFE Programme 
(Draftsperson: G. Franco) 

 
Adoption of draft opinion 

 
The adoption of the opinion 

is foreseen on 31 May 2012. There are 23 
amendments introduced by the Members of 
the ITRE Committee to the Commission 
proposal, in addition to the 19 amendments 
tabled by the Draftsperson, Mr Franco.  

Link to Draft opinion and amendments 
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28247/Holger_KRAHMER.html�
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/documents-search.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=ITRE&ufolderLegId=7&ufolderId=07751&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#sidesForm
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VIII 

European 
Neighbourhood 

Instrument 
(Draftsperson:  
K. Szymański 

 
Adoption of draft opinion 

The adoption of the opinion is foreseen on 31 
May 2012. There are 49 amendments 
introduced by the Members of the ITRE 
Committee on the Commission proposal. The 
Draftsperson proposed five compromises, 
which have been distributed to the Members 
and the political groups. The compromises 
aim to amend the Commission's proposal so 
that aspects such as security of energy 
supply, infrastructure interconnection and 
diversification of transit routes, transparency 
and cost-effectiveness of gas and electricity 
markets and the promotion of renewable 
energies would be duly taken into account 
when considering financial support for 
projects with neighbouring countries.  

Link to Draft opinion and amendments 

 
 
 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/documents-search.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=ITRE&ufolderLegId=7&ufolderId=08325&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#sidesForm
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 
 
ACER http://www.acer.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/ACER_HOME/The_Agency 
 
What should ACER priorities be in 2013? 

The Agency is currently developing its draft Work Programme for 2013 which will be in line with its 
mission and responsibilities as well as with the energy policy objectives of the European Union. 

ACER will present its preliminary thinking on its Work Programme for 2013 to all interested parties 
during a public workshop organised on 6 June 2012 in Ljubljana.  

 
BEREC http://www.erg.eu.int/whatsnew/index_en.htm 
 
BEREC Roaming Benchmark Report  

BEREC has published its International Roaming Benchmark Data Report for the period 1 July 2011 – 
31 December 2011. This Report presents the results of the 9th round of data collection on European 
international roaming services undertaken by BEREC.  

Public consultation on Net Neutrality 

The following documents are for consultation: Guidelines for Quality of Service in the scope of Net 
Neutrality; An assessment of IP-interconnection in the context of Net Neutrality; Differentiation 
practices and related competition issues in the scope of Net Neutrality.  

An explanatory paper on the consultation has been published together with a snapshot on A view of 
traffic management and other practices resulting in restrictions to the open Internet in Europe.  

The public consultation on the three documents is open until 31 July 2012.  

 
ENISA http://www.enisa.europa.eu/media/press-releases 
 
Agency Budget 2010 'green light'; discharge by the EP  
 
The ENISA Budget 2010 was recently given discharge by the European Parliament, which granted the 
Executive Director "discharge in respect of the implementation of the Agency's budget for the financial 
year 2010."  

IX 
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ITRE EVENTS 
 

COMING SOON 
 
Next ITRE meetings: 

 18-19 June 2012, 15.00-18.30 (I); 9.00-18.30 (II) in Brussels (room PHS 3C050) 
 10 July 2012, 15.00-16.00 in Brussels (room JAN 4Q1) JOINT DEBATE ON CEF 
 11-12 July 2012, 9.00-18.30 (I); 9.00-18.30 (II) in Brussels (room JAN 4Q1) 

 
Upcoming Report votes: 

 K. Kariņš: Exchange mechanism in the field of energy (1st reading) - FORESEEN 19/06  
 A. Correia de Campos: Trans-European energy Infrastructure (negotiating mandate) - 

FORESEEN 19/06 OR 12/07 
 P. Rübig: SMEs: competiveness and business opportunities - FORESEEN 12/07 

 
Upcoming Opinion votes: 

 P. Toia: European Regional Development Fund-Common Provisions (..) - Cohesion 
Fund - FORESEEN 19/06 NEW! 

 A. Cancian: New Financial Instruments - FORESEEN 19/06 
 B. Marcinkiewicz: Social Business Initiative - FORESEEN 19/06 
 N. Tzavela: Establishing a Partnership Instrument ... - FORESEEN 19/06 
 S.-A. Ţicău: Erasmus for all -  FORESEEN 19/06 

 
Amendments deadlines: 

 B. Marcinkiewicz: Social Business Initiative  ... - OPINION (31/05)  
 S.-A. Ţicău: Erasmus for all -  OPINION (5/06)  
 Z. Balčytis: Procurement by entities ... -  OPINION (6/06)  
 A. Gyürk: Public Procurement  -  OPINION (6/06)  
 J. Creutzmann: COSME - REPORT (20/06) NEW! 
 M.-J. Marinescu: European satellite navigations systems - REPORT (21/06) NEW! 
 A. Patriciello: Digital Single Market - OPINION (21/06) NEW! 
 Horizon 2020 Package - 6 REPORTS (26-28/06) NEW! 
 E. Tošenovský: Trans-European Telecommunications Networks - REPORT (4/07) 
 I. Kalfin: Re-use of public sector information - REPORT (12/07) 

 
Other events: 

 Digital Agenda Assembly, 21-22 June 2012 
 

X 


