
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Issue 4/2012 

 
Meeting of 27-28 February 2012  

 
Monday, 27 February 2012: 15.00-18.30 (in camera Coordinators' meeting 17.00-18.30) 

Tuesday, 28 February 2012: 9.00-12.30; 15.00-18.30 (votes at 10.00) 

Room: 1A002 in the Paul-Henri Spaak building 
 

The Committee meeting will be web-streamed and can be watched live on the EP website at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/public/default_en.htm 
or on Europarl TV: www.europarltv.europa.eu 
 
Past meetings can be watched or extracts downloaded via the EP Live Multimedia Library: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/multimedia-library/ 
 

Speeches and presentations held during ITRE meetings will be available on the ITRE 
website 
 

 
 
If you wish to receive the ITRE Newsletter, please send an e-mail with your contact details 
and "Newsletter" in the subject field to: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For information please contact: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu  
or visit the ITRE Committee online:  http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/ITRE 
This Newsletter is produced in advance of each ITRE Committee meeting by the Committee Secretariat. 
Information contained herein is accurate at the time of publication but may be subject to change at any time.  
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 II

REPORTS 
 

Trans-European 
telecommunications 

networks 

Critical Information 
Infrastructure Protection: 

towards global cyber-
security (Rapporteur: E. Tošenovský) 

 (Rapporteur: I. Kalfin) 
Exchange of Views  

Consideration of draft report  
 On 19 October 2011 the Commission 

presented a proposal setting out guidelines 
for the development of European 
telecommunications networks with a view to 
supporting investment in fast and very fast 
broadband networks. The proposal aims also 
to remove bottlenecks hindering the 
completion of the Digital Single Market i.e. 
providing connectivity to the networks and 
access to an infrastructure of public digital 
services (eHealth, eIdentity, eProcurement...). 
These projects will contribute to improving 
competitiveness of the European economy 
including small and medium sized 
enterprises, promote the interconnection and 
interoperability of national networks, create 
new jobs and increase the Europe's annual 
GDP growth by 0.9 and 1.5 %. 

Internet security is an ever more relevant 
issue. As a critical infrastructure, the Internet, 
can be disrupted, leading to substantial losses 
and security risks. As technology develops 
rapidly, prevention of Internet attacks, 
remedial reactions and the resilience of the 
global net should be based on a 
comprehensive, reactive, flexible, innovative 
and long-term framework. The Rapporteur 
welcomes positive developments such as the 
inclusion of the ICT sector and giving 
consideration to areas such as financial 
services, health, food and water supply 
systems, nuclear research and industry. He 
supports various other proposals, for 
example an EU framework for the 
notification of security breaches in critical 
sectors, with a view to informing the Member 
States and users of cyber-incidents, -attacks 
and -disruptions; the regular updating of 
minimum resilience standards to protect 
against any disruptions, incidents, 
destruction attempts or attacks; the setting up 
by Member States of national cyber-security 
contingency plans. The draft report further 
calls on the Commission to propose, by the 
end of 2012, a comprehensive internet 
security strategy for the Union, based on 
clear terminology; takes the view that the 
internet security strategy should aim at 
creating a cyberspace – supported by a secure 
and resilient infrastructure – which is 
conducive to innovation, the free flow of 
information and prosperity and which 
protects privacy and other civil liberties. 

 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Consideration of draft report: 20 June 2012 

Deadline amendments:  4 July 2012, 12h 

Consideration of amendments: 9 October 2012 

Vote in ITRE: 5 November 2012  

Vote Plenary: January 2013 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Link to Draft report  

  
PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE  

 Deadline for amendments: 5 March 2012, 12h 
 

Vote Plenary: 8 May 2012  
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-474.017%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
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Votes on negotiating mandates 
 
The ITRE Committee 
plans to adopt its 
negotiating mandates 
on three files: 
 the Roaming III 

Regulation dossier (rapporteur: Angelika 
NIEBLER (EPP, DE)); 

 the proposal for a decision to set-up an 
Information Exchange Mechanism for 
intergovernmental agreements (IGA) in 
the field of energy (rapporteur: Krišjānis 
KARIŅŠ (EPP, LV)); 

 the proposal on the Energy Efficiency 
Directive (rapporteur: Claude TURMES 
(Verts/ALE, LU)). 

Link to Subject file on Energy Efficiency 
Roaming III 
Kariņš Draft report and amendments 

OPINIONS 
 

Amending the general rules 
for the granting of 

Community financial aid in 
the field of the trans-

European transport and 
energy networks (Projects 

Bonds) 
(Draftsperson: W. Langen) 

 
Consideration of draft opinion 

 
The Commission is proposing to launch a 
pilot phase of the Europe 2020 Project Bond 
Initiative in the area of transport, energy and 
ICT. This initiative seeks to mobilise 
investment in areas that will stimulate 
growth and create jobs. The Initiative aims to 
provide the credit enhancement required to 
attract capital market investors and would 
facilitate the creation of a new asset class in 
terms of infrastructure project bonds. The 
initiative will complement, rather than 
replace, bank lending and thus provide an 
alternative and competitive source of long-
term debt finance to infrastructure projects. 
To have the maximum impact, the initiative 
could also be applied to projects at an 
advanced stage of the bidding process for the 
purposes of refinancing during or shortly 
after the end of the construction period. 
In the pilot phase, the Commission would 
work in particular with the EIB to optimise 
the design of the initiative for optimal 
implementation from 2014 onwards. 
Budgetary funds should be requested by the 
EIB on the basis of a range of projects, which 
the EIB would deem suitable and likely to be 
realised. Any such requests should be made 
prior to 31 December 2013. Owing to the 
complexity of large infrastructure projects, 
the actual approval might take place at a later 
date, but no later than 31 December 2014. 
In order to implement the pilot phase of the 
Europe 2020 Project Bond Initiative, Decision 
No 1639/2006/EC establishing the 
Competitiveness and Innovation Framework 
Programme (CIP) and Regulation (EC) No 
680/2007 laying down the general rules for 
the granting of Community financial aid in 

 III
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the field of the trans-European transport and 
energy networks should be amended. 
the field of the trans-European transport and 
energy networks should be amended. 
Given the short time available, the 
Commission invites the Parliament and the 
Council to adopt the proposal for a pilot 
phase as speedily as possible. 

Given the short time available, the 
Commission invites the Parliament and the 
Council to adopt the proposal for a pilot 
phase as speedily as possible. 
The total budget available from the EU for 
the pilot phase of the Europe 2020 Project 
Bond Initiative is EUR 230 million entirely 
financed by redeployment within the 
envelopes of existing programmes in 2012 
and 2013. The following redeployments are 
foreseen:  

The total budget available from the EU for 
the pilot phase of the Europe 2020 Project 
Bond Initiative is EUR 230 million entirely 
financed by redeployment within the 
envelopes of existing programmes in 2012 
and 2013. The following redeployments are 
foreseen:  
- up to EUR 200 million from the TEN-T 
(transport) budget, 
- up to EUR 200 million from the TEN-T 
(transport) budget, 
- up to EUR 20 million from the budget of the 
framework programme for innovation and 
competitiveness in order to allow the 
financing of projects in the field of ICT and in 
particular broadband, 

- up to EUR 20 million from the budget of the 
framework programme for innovation and 
competitiveness in order to allow the 
financing of projects in the field of ICT and in 
particular broadband, 
- and an amount of up to EUR 10 million 
from the TEN-E (energy) budget. 
- and an amount of up to EUR 10 million 
from the TEN-E (energy) budget. 

Link to Draft opinion  
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline for amendments: 5 March 2012, 12h 

Vote Plenary: 21 March 2012 
 
 
 

Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement  
(Draftsperson: A. Andersdotter) 

 
Exchange of Views 

 
The purpose of the proposal is to conclude an 
Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement 
(ACTA) between the European Union and its 
Member States, Australia, Canada, Japan, 
Korea, Mexico, Morocco, New Zealand, 
Singapore, Switzerland and the United States 
of America. The agreement aims to establish 
a comprehensive international framework 
that will assist the EU in its efforts to 
effectively combat the infringement of 
intellectual property rights (IPR). ACTA 
includes state-of-the-art provisions on the 
enforcement of IPR, including provisions on 
civil, criminal, border and digital 
environment enforcement measures, robust 

cooperation mechanisms among ACTA 
Parties to assist in their enforcement efforts, 
and the establishment of best practices for 
effective IPR enforcement.  
First negotiations on ACTA were launched 
on 3 June 2008. The agreement was 
concluded on 15 November 2010 and the text 
was initialled on 25 November, after 11 
rounds of negotiations. The EU Member 
States were kept informed of the negotiations 
orally and in writing.  The European 
Parliament has also been kept regularly 
informed on developments via its Committee 
on International Trade (INTA) and by 
Commissioner De Gucht in three plenary 
debates in 2010. On 24 November 2010, the 
European Parliament also adopted a 
resolution supporting ACTA 
(RSP/2010/2935). 

Link to Working Document 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

No further dates established yet due to 
uncertainty about the timetable of the lead 
Committee (INTA) 

 
 
 

Health for Growth 
Programme, the 3rd multi-
annual programme of EU 

action in the field of health 
for the period 2014-2020 

 
(Draftsperson:  

                                              M. Badia i Cutchet) 
 

Consideration of draft opinion 
 

The new (third) Health for Growth 
Programme is a legislative proposal which 
was adopted by the European Commission 
on 9 November 2011. The new Regulation 
should enter into force in 2014 under the new 
MFF and run until 2020. It has a proposed 
budget of €446 million.  
The main focus of the programme is 
European cooperation in public health, and it 
has strong links to medical research, the 
increasing role of information technologies in 

 IV
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modern medicine and the implications of 
new technologies on education and training 
in the health sector. 

Link to Draft opinion 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline for amendments: 7 March 2012, 12h 

Vote in ITRE: 24 April 2012 

 
 
 

Online distribution of audiovisual works in 
the EU 

(Draftsperson:  
M. Badia i Cutchet) 

 
Consideration of draft opinion 

 
The Green Paper stresses that the online 
market is actually fragmented and that, as 
online content is becoming crucial to 
contributing to the growth of the digital 
economy, all efforts should be made to 
favour the establishment of a sustainable and 
more flexible environment. 
The Green Paper reflects on the effect of 
technological development on the 
distribution of audiovisual and 
cinematographic works and on audiovisual 
rights holder's remuneration for the online 
use of their works. 
The draft opinion suggests in this context, the 
creation of a European Authority for the 
management, monitoring and harmonisation 
of the collective rights management 
associations in the Member States. 

Link to Draft opinion 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline for amendments: 7 March 2012, 12h 

Vote in ITRE: 24 April 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
European standardisation 

(Draftsperson: A. Gierek) 
 

Adoption of draft opinion 
 

On 20 December 2011, Ms 
Brykman (DG ENTR) 

presented the European Standardisation 
Package (Communication and proposal for a 
Regulation) and the planned legislative 
changes, as i.e. the introduction of an Annual 
Work Programme, the explicit extension to 
services, provisions for delegated acts, 
possible use of existing ICT specifications, the 
representation of SMEs and societal 
stakeholders, the position of the ESOs, and 
the ICT specifications' system. 

MEP Gierek, the rapporteur for the opinion, 
highlighted the positive and negative 
modifications of the legislative proposal. He 
welcomed the Commission's approach 
aiming at simplification, a better 
representation within the European standard 
bodies of SMEs and the new standardisation 
system for ICT. He presented the main 
elements of the draft opinion introducing the 
principle of standstill, which was not 
contemplated by the original proposal, more 
precise and less general provisions, in some 
cases replacing the word 'standards' with 
'technical specifications', and improving the 
operability in the ICT system.  An exchange 
of views followed. 

70 amendments have been tabled; the 
political groups found agreement on 4 
compromise amendments. Amongst 
Members' main concerns, there is the need to 
strengthen the role of SME representatives on 
the boards of the European standardisation 
bodies.  

Link to Draft opinion and amendments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 V
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 VI

The role of Cohesion Policy 
in the outermost regions of 
the European Union in the 

context of EU 2020  
(Draftsperson: N. Tzavela) 

 
Adoption of draft opinion 

 
During the consideration of the draft opinion 
that took place during the Committee 
meeting of 23-24 January 2012, MEP Tzavela 
briefly introduced her document and an 
exchange of views followed, mostly focused 
on greater adjustment of EU policies on the 
specific needs of the ORs, with particular 
attention on a more proactive approach and 
possible advantages of those regions. 

20 amendments have been tabled and 1 
compromise has been suggested by the 
Draftsperson. 

Link to Draft opinion and amendments 
 
 
 

20 main concerns of 
European citizens and 

business with the 
functioning of the Single 

Market  
 

(Draftsperson: A. Gyürk) 
 

Consideration of draft opinion 
 

The Commission's staff working paper 
(SEC(2011)1003) which is the basis for the 
IMCO request, was drawn up at the request 
of Parliament, when it adopted the reports of 
Mr Grech on delivering a Single Market to 
Consumers and Citizens and of Mrs Kalniete 
on Governance and Partnership in the Single 
Market. It reveals that many of the actions 
proposed and levers identified correspond in 
fact to real concerns of citizens and 
businesses. 

The services of the European Commission 
compiled a list of the 20 main concerns with 
the Single Market as it stands now. This list 
represents a snapshot of difficulties 

encountered by people when attempting to 
exercise their EU rights. It does not consider 
other obstacles such as geographic, cultural 
and language barriers.  It confirms that the 
divide between expectations and reality 
stems from three inter-related gaps: An 
information gap - An implementation gap - A 
legislative gap.  

The ITRE Rapporteur has concentrated his 
contribution to 3 agreed topics: Energy bills 
(where he identifies mostly an 
implementation gap), Internet and telephone 
services (mainly an information gap) and 
Access to finance and support measures 
(mainly a legislative gap). 

Link to Draft opinion 
 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline for amendments: 22 March, 12h 

Vote in ITRE: 24 April 2012 

 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96660/????_???????.html�
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/2195(INI)&lg=en
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

 
ACER http://www.acer.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/ACER_HOME/The_Agency 
 
ACER First Annual Conference, 14 March 2012 (Ljubljana) 

During 2011 ACER worked together with national regulatory authorities, other European institutions 
and market participants to realise objectives like the completion of a competitive, secure, transparent 
and fair Internal Energy Market by 2014 and development of trans-European energy infrastructure and 
the creation a EU-wide wholesale energy market monitoring scheme, bringing tangible benefits to 
European energy consumers.  

For its first Annual Conference on 14 March 2012, ACER invited high level experts to contribute to 
constructive debates on what has been achieved so far and what still needs to be done in the years to 
come. 

 
BEREC http://www.erg.eu.int/whatsnew/index_en.htm 
 

 
ENISA http://www.enisa.europa.eu/media/press-releases 

 

 VII
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ITRE EVENTS 
 

COMING SOON 
 
Next ITRE meetings: 

19-21 March 2012, 15.00-18.30 (I); 9.00-18.30 (II); 9.00-12.30 (III)  in Brussels (PHS 3C050)  
27 March 2012, 15.00-16.30: JOINT EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH TRAN ON THE CONNECTING 

EUROPE FACILITY (RULE 51), in Brussels (JAN 6Q2) 
 

23-24 April 2012, 15.00-18.30 (I); 9.00-18.30 (II) in Brussels (PHS 3C050)  
8 May 2012, 9.00-18.30 in Brussels  

 
Upcoming Report votes: 

S.-A. Ţicău: A competitive Digital Single Market - FORESEEN 21/03  
 
Upcoming Opinion votes: 

J. Creutzmann: Attractiveness of investing in Europe - FORESEEN 21/03  
B. Kovács: EU-Russia agreement on trade (...) motor vehicles - FORESEEN 24/04  
M. Badia i Cutchet: Health for Growth Programme - FORESEEN 24/04  
M. Badia i Cutchet: Online distribution of audiovisual works - FORESEEN 24/04  

 A. Gyürk: 20 main concerns with the functioning of the Single Market - FORESEEN 24/04 
 
Amendments deadlines: 

 E. Herczog: Engaging in energy policy cooperation ... - REPORT (29/02) 
I. Kalfin: Critical Information Infrastructure Protection - REPORT (5/03)  
W. Langen: Amending general rules...Community financial aid - OPINION (5/03)  
M. Badia i Cutchet:  Health for Growth Programme - OPINION (7/03)  
M. Badia i Cutchet: Online distribution of audiovisual works - OPINION (7/03)  
A. Correia De Campos: Trans-European energy infrastructure - REPORT (26/04)  
B. Kovács: EU-Russia agreement on trade (...) motor vehicles - OPINION (26/03)  
S.-A. Ţicău: Creative Europe Programme - OPINION (3/04)  

 
Other events: 

 Public Hearing on the Horizon 2020 Package, 20 March 2012 
 n of Innovation on the Presentation of the Study "Does it help or hinder? - Promotio

Internet and Citizens' Right to Policy', 21 March 2012,  Read the Study 
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