
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The ITRE Secretariat wishes all the readers  
of this newsletter a Happy New Year! 

Issue 1/2012 
 

Meeting of 12 January 2012  
 
Thursday, 12 January 2012: 9.00-12.30 

Room: 1A002 in the Paul-Henri Spaak building 
 

Please note the following changes to the order of items to be treated:  

Point 6. Briefing on the Climate Change Conference in Durban will be treated immediately 
after point 3. on the Energy Efficiency Directive (Claude TURMES (Verts/ALE, LU)) 
followed by the consideration of the draft report on the Exchange mechanism in the field of 
energy (Krišjānis KARIŅŠ (EPP, LV)) 

 
 

The Committee meeting will be web-streamed and can be watched live on the EP web site at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/public/default_en.htm 
or on Europarl TV: www.europarltv.europa.eu 
 
Past meetings can be watched or extracts downloaded via the EP Live Multimedia Library: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/multimedia-library/ 
 

Speeches and presentations held during ITRE meetings will be available on the ITRE 
Website 
 

 
 
If you wish to receive the ITRE Newsletter, please send an e-mail with your contact details 
and "Newsletter" in the subject's field to: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 
 

 
 
For information please contact: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu  
or visit the ITRE Committee online:  http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/ITRE 
This Newsletter is produced in advance of each ITRE Committee meeting by the Committee Secretariat and information contained 
herein is accurate at the time of publication, but may be subject to change at any time.  
Photos: Credit © European Parliament, 2012 
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REPORTS 
 

Proposal for a Directive 
on energy efficiency 

(Rapporteur: C. Turmes) 
 

Consideration of 
amend ents 

rovisions of the Directive.  

m
 

The Rapporteur presented his draft report on 
20 October 2011; he put forward 119 
amendments aiming at tightening the 
objectives and p

Members tabled 1691 additional amendments 
covering all aspects of the proposal. Some of 
the amendments aim at further strengthening 
the provisions of the Directive while others 
aim at introducing more flexibility and/or 
voluntary elements. Most significantly the 
following changes were proposed: 

 Replacement of energy savings target by 
energy intensity target, introduction of 
binding targets for Member States; 

 Various amendments on the 
establishment of financing facilities, some 
more detailed than the ones proposed by 
the Rapporteur, some making it optional; 

 More flexibility with regard to 3% 
renovation target for buildings, 
introduction of possibility to take 
alternative measures; 

 Establishment of long term plans for 
building renovation some with similar, 
others with different requirements from 
the ones introduced by the Rapporteur; 

 Tighter/weaker requirements for energy 
efficiency obligation schemes and 
possibilities for alternative measures; 

 Numerous amendments on CHP 
(introducing more flexibility or more 
stringent requirements). 

The Rapporteur and Shadow Rapporteurs 
have met with the aim to agree on 
compromise amendments. These meetings 
would make it possible to vote at the end of 
February 2012. 

Link to Subject file 
 

 

Exchange mechanism  
in the field of energy 

(Rapporteur: K. Kariņš) 
 

Consideration of draft report 
 

The Rapporteur will present 
his draft report the main goal of which is to 
ensure greater transparency concerning 
IGA’s. In some amendments, the report 
advocates broadening the participation of the 
Commission in the negotiations, in order to 
facilitate compliance with the EU's internal 
market rules and thus increase legal certainty 
for market participants. For this very 
purpose, Member States should respect a 3 
months deadline for informing the 
Commission regarding intentions to open 
negotiations. If requested, the Commission 
shall take part in negotiations as an observer. 
The Commission is to propose solutions for 
problems identified in the intergovernmental 
agreement and recommend non-binding 
standard clauses for the use in 
intergovernmental agreements. The report 
further clarifies how to react in case the ex-
ante assessment identified incompatibilities of 
IGA’s with Union law. Furthermore, the 
report emphasises that legislation does not 
concern commercial agreements between 
business entities, except if they are part of an 
IGA. It contains adequate guarantees for the 
companies that their day to day business will 
not be affected and commercially sensitive 
information will remain confidential. In order 
to secure that commercial information is not 
passed on to the other Member States, the 
report further specifies what kind of 
information can be indicated as confidential.  

Link to Draft report 
 

FORESEEN PLANNING 

Deadline amendments: 17 January 2012, 12h 

Consideration of amendments&mini-hearing: 
23-25 January 2012 

Vote in ITRE: 28 February 2012 (negotiating mandate) 

Vote Plenary: DEPENDING ON INFORMAL NEGOTIATIONS 

 II

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ITRE/subject-files.html?id=20111024CDT30119
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-475.868%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN


CCCooommmmmmiiitttttteeeeee    ooonnn     IIInnnddduuussstttrrryyy,,,    RRReeessseeeaaarrrccchhh    aaannnddd    EEEnnneeerrrgggyyy        

 

OPINIONS 
 

An EU biodiversity strategy 
to 2020  

(Draftsperson:  
R. Jordan Cizelj) 

 
Consideration of draft opinion 

 
In addition to its intrinsic value, biodiversity 
and the services it provides have significant 
economic value that is seldom captured in 
markets. Because it escapes pricing and is not 
reflected in society’s accounts, biodiversity 
often falls victim to competing claims on 
nature and its use.  
In March 2010, EU leaders recognised that 
the 2010 biodiversity target would not be met 
despite some major successes, such as 
establishing Natura 2000, the world’s largest 
network of protected areas. They have 
endorsed the long-term vision and ambitious 
headline target proposed by the Commission 
in its Communication ‘Options for an EU 
vision and target for biodiversity beyond 2010’ 
(COM(2010)0004). The proposed strategy 
tries to align the agreed targets to the 2020 
policy framework and lists the actions to be 
taken.  

Biodiversity loss is not only costly for society 
as a whole, but also for economic actors in 
sectors that depend directly on ecosystem 
services and on the long-term availability and 
diversity of natural assets; agrees 
furthermore that nature-based innovation 
and action to restore ecosystems and 
conserve biodiversity has a significant 
potential to create new jobs, skills and 
business opportunities. 

Generally in favour of this Commission 
strategy, the rapporteur for opinion points 
out several issues: 
- EU’s sectoral and budgetary policies have to 
become more consistent and compliance with 
binding commitments on biodiversity 
protection shall be ensured; 
- The planned Commission’s Green 
Infrastructure Strategy comes too late; 
 

 
- More research is needed for better 
understanding of the complexity of 
biodiversity  
- Better dissemination of information and of 
examples of good practice are necessary. 

Link to Draft opinion 
 

FORESEEN PLANNING 

Deadline amendments: 17 January 2012, 12h 

Vote in ITRE: 6 February 2012 
 
 
 

Food intended for infants 
and young children and 
food for special medical 

purposes  
(Draftsperson: H. Takkula) 

 
Consideration of draft opinion 

 
The proposal repeals the Framework 
Directive on dietetic food but maintains 
certain specific rules adopted under that 
Framework. The main aim of the proposal on 
food intended for infants and young children 
and on food for special medical purposes is 
to ensure appropriate consumer information 
and good functioning of the internal market 
within the context of the Commission's 
commitment to smart regulation 
(proportionality, reduction of burden, legal 
clarity, and better enforcement) for Member 
States and businesses. Foods for particular 
nutritional uses or 'dietetic' foods are foods 
that are different from foods for normal 
consumption and are specially manufactured 
products intended to satisfy the particular 
nutritional requirements of specific categories 
of the population e.g. foods for infants and 
young children, medical foods, foods for 
weight reduction, gluten-free foods etc.  

The dietetic food legislation was 
implemented since 1977 in order to ensure 
free movements of goods and prevent 
unequal conditions of competition. The main 
reason for this revision is to remove 
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difficulties relating to the implementation of 
the dietetic food legislation and its interaction 
with more recent pieces of legislation, 
notably as regards the distinction between 
'dietetic' food and 'normal' food, indication of 
'dietetic' suitability and legislation shopping. 

difficulties relating to the implementation of 
the dietetic food legislation and its interaction 
with more recent pieces of legislation, 
notably as regards the distinction between 
'dietetic' food and 'normal' food, indication of 
'dietetic' suitability and legislation shopping. 

Link to Draft opinion 
 

FORESEEN PLANNING 

Deadline amendments: 17 January 2012, 12h 

Vote in ITRE: 6 February 2012 
 
 
 

EVENTS 
 

Briefing on 
delegation to the 
Climate Change 

conference  
 

Some Members of the ITRE Committee have 
been part of the EP delegation to COP17 
(together with Members of the ENVI 
Committee). The agreement reached at 
COP17/CMP7 UN climate negotiations in 
Durban can be summarized as follow: The 
Conference of the Parties recognizes that 
climate change represents an urgent and 
potentially irreversible threat to human 
societies and the planet, notes the gap 
between the decisions effect and the likely 
chance of holding the increase in global 
average temperature below 2°C or 1.5°C 
above pre-industrial levels. Therefore, the 
Conference decided to extend the Ad Hoc 
Working Group on Long-term Cooperative 
Action under the Convention for one year, to 
launch a process to develop a protocol and 
another legal instrument or an agreed 
outcome with legal force under the 
Convention applicable to all Parties. The Ad 
Hoc Working Group on the Durban Platform 
for Enhanced Action shall start its work as a 
matter of urgency in the first half of 2012 and 
shall complete its work as early as possible 
but no later than 2015 in order to adopt this 
protocol, legal instrument or agreed outcome 
with legal force to be implemented by 2020. 

For the Kyoto Protocol, a politically binding 
rather than ratifiable second commitment 
period has been proposed, with the decision 
on the length of the period deferred to the 
next COP/CMP to be organised in Qatar.  

In Durban a high number of meetings was 
organised with other Parliament delegations, 
organisations, international bodies as part of 
the official delegation programme. The 
Council and Commission were in contact 
with the EP delegation. Members attended 
also several bilateral meetings besides the 
official programme covering climate change 
mitigation and adaptation policy. Among the 
3 ad-hoc working groups setup during this 
conference one working group mainly 
focused on the ITRE competences "Industry 
transition towards a low-carbon economy". 
The side event organised by the European 
Parliament and chaired by MEP J. Leinen 
focused on "climate finance and in particular 
new and additional resources and innovative 
sources of finance".  

The ENVI Committee will also discuss the 
outcome of the COP17. 

Link to Final text of Decisions 
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

 
ACER http://www.acer.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/ACER_HOME/The_Agency 
 
REMIT: first edition of ACER guidance published 

With the entry into force of REMIT, the Agency decided to publish the First Edition of a non-binding 
Guidance on the application of the definitions set out in Article 2 of REMIT, as appropriate. The 
Guidance will be updated in later editions on the basis of the experience gained by the Agency and 
NRAs in the implementation of REMIT, including through feed-back from energy market participants 
and other stakeholders. The Guidance is accompanied by a ‘Questions and Answers on REMIT’ 
document which is aimed at providing some clarifications and which will also regularly be updated.  

The Agency will make available on its website additional information and tools to assist market 
participants and other stakeholders in fulfilling their obligations under REMIT.  

 
BEREC http://www.erg.eu.int/whatsnew/index_en.htm 

3 new public consultations launched  

BEREC launched on 9 January 2012 public consultations on three draft BEREC Reports, Draft 
BEREC Report on impact of fixed-mobile substitution in market definition, Draft Report on the 
special rate services, Draft Report on competitive effects of NGA co-investments. Stakeholders are 
invited to send their contributions to e-mail: pm@berec.europa.eu within the deadlines specified. 

 
ENISA http://www.enisa.europa.eu/media/press-releases 

Industrial Control Systems Security 

ENISA issued the results of a study on Industrial Control Systems (ICS) security.  
In 2011, ENISA has worked on the main concerns regarding ICS security, and national, pan European 
and international initiatives on ICS security. This final report proposes seven practical, useful 
recommendations to public and private sector ICS-actors, as to improve current initiatives and enhance 
co-operation.  
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ITRE EVENTS 
 

COMING SOON 
 
Next ITRE meetings: 

 23-25 January 2012, in Brussels (JAN 6Q2) + constituent meeting 
 6 February 2012, 15.00-18.30 in Brussels (JAN 2Q2)  
 27-28 February 2012, in Brussels  

 
Upcoming Report votes: 

 G. Hökmark: Radio Spectrum Policy -  FORESEEN 25/01 (2nd reading recommendation) 
 G. Chichester: ENISA - FORESEEN 6/02 
 C. Turmes: Energy Efficiency Directive - FORESEEN END FEBRUARY 

 
Upcoming Opinion votes: 

 K. Johansson: A resource-efficient Europe - FORESEEN 25/01 
 B. Kovács: EU Energy Tax Directive - FORESEEN 6/02 
 C. Gutiérrez-Cortines: Review of the 6th EAP - FORESEEN 6/02 
 R. Jordan Cizelj: An EU biodiversity strategy to 2020 - FORESEEN 6/02 
 H. Takkula: Food intended for infants and young children ... - FORESEEN 6/02 

 
Amendments deadlines: 

 K. Kariņš: Exchange mechanism in the field of energy - REPORT (17/01) 
 R. Jordan Cizelj: Our life insurance, our natural capital: an EU biodiversity... - 

OPINION (17/01) 
 H. Takkula: Food intended for infants and young children ... - OPINION (17/01) 
 E. Herczog: Engaging in energy policy cooperation ... - REPORT (31/01) 
 M. Theurer: Attractiveness of investing in Europe - OPINION (31/01) 
 N. Tzavela: The role of Cohesion Policy in the outermost regions ... - OPINION (1/02) 

 
Other events: 

 Mini-hearing on "Energy policy cooperation & External energy relations",  
24 January 2012 pm 

 

 VI


