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Meeting of 19-20 December 2011  

 
Monday, 19 December: 15.00-18.30 (in camera Coordinators' meeting 17.45) 

Tuesday, 20 December 2011: 9.00-12.30; 15.00-18.30 

Room: 4Q2 in the József Antall building 
 

The Committee meeting will be web-streamed and can be watched live on the EP web site at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/public/default_en.htm 
or on Europarl TV: www.europarltv.europa.eu 
 
Past meetings can be watched or extracts downloaded via the EP Live Multimedia Library: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/multimedia-library/ 
 

Speeches and presentations held during ITRE meetings will be available on the ITRE 
Website 
 

 
 
If you wish to receive the ITRE Newsletter, please send an e-mail with your contact details 
and "Newsletter" in the subject's field to: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 
 

 
 
For information please contact: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu  
or visit the ITRE Committee online:  http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/ITRE 
This Newsletter is produced in advance of each ITRE Committee meeting by the Committee Secretariat and information contained 
herein is accurate at the time of publication, but may be subject to change at any time.  
Photos: Credit © European Parliament, 2011 
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REPORTS 
 
Roaming on public mobile 
communications networks 
within the Union (recast) 
(Rapporteur: A. Niebler) 

 
Consideration of draft report 

 
The Commission proposes structural changes 
to European Roaming. From July 2014 
operators would be required to unbundle the 
sale of roaming services from domestic 
mobile services. It is proposed that the 
Roaming III Regulation covers a ten-year 
period from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2022. 

IMCO has demanded enhanced cooperation. 

Due to the short time available (the current 
Roaming Regulation expires on 30/6/2012) 
the timetable assumes a first reading 
agreement with Council. 

Link to Subject file 
 

FORESEEN PLANNING 

Deadline amendments: 21 December 2011, 12h 

Vote in ITRE: 28 February 2012 

Vote Plenary: to be determined 
 
 
 

Proposal for a Directive 
on energy efficiency 

(Rapporteur: C. Turmes) 
 

Consideration of 
amend ents 

sector on the other.  

m
 

The proposed Directive aims at establishing a 
framework for promoting energy efficiency 
with the aim of ensuring that the Union 
meets its target of 20% primary energy 
savings by 2020. The proposal includes an 
obligation for Member States to lay down 
national energy efficiency targets for 2020 (to 
be assessed in 2014) and a set of measures for 
end-users on the one hand and the energy 
supply 

The Rapporteur presented his draft report on 
20 October; he put forward 119 amendments 
aiming at tightening the objectives and 
provisions of the Directive. Members tabled 
1691 additional amendments covering all 
aspects of the proposal. Some of the 
amendments aim at further strengthening the 
provisions of the Directive while others aim 
at introducing more flexibility and/or 
voluntary elements. Most significantly the 
following changes were proposed: 
 Replacement of energy savings target by 

energy intensity target, introduction of 
binding targets for Member States; 

 Various amendments on the 
establishment of financing facilities, some 
more detailed than the ones proposed by 
the Rapporteur, some making it optional; 

 More flexibility with regard to 3% 
renovation target for buildings, 
introduction of possibility to take 
alternative measures; 

 Establishment of long term plans for 
building renovation some with similar, 
others with different requirements from 
the ones introduced by the Rapporteur; 

 Tighter/weaker requirements for energy 
efficiency obligation schemes and 
possibilities for alternative measures; 

 Numerous amendments on CHP 
(introducing more flexibility or more 
stringent requirements). 

The Rapporteur and shadow rapporteurs 
have met with the aim to agree on 
compromise amendments. Further meetings 
are foreseen to take place in January 2012. 

Link to Subject file 
 

FORESEEN PLANNING 

Vote in ITRE: 25 January 2012 

Vote Plenary: to be determined 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 II

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ITRE/subject-files.html?id=20111208CDT33579
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ITRE/subject-files.html?id=20111024CDT30119
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European Earth monitoring 
programme (GMES)  

and its operations  
(Rapporteur: N. Glante) 

 
Adoption of motion 
 for a resolution further to a 
question for oral answer 
 
The Commission initially envisaged to adopt 
a legislative proposal for the post-2013 GMES 
Regulation by end Nov. However, since the 
Commission proposed in June to finance 
GMES outside the MFF and since it was 
unclear to certain COM services what this 
would mean in terms of legal and budgetary 
certainty, the Commission on 30 November 
2011 only presented a Communication on the 
future of GMES. It is proposed to finance the 
programme for Earth observation for the 
period 2014-2020 outside the EU financial 
framework, for which an estimated budget of 
€5.8 billions is deemed necessary. 

The Commission proposes to set up a specific 
GMES fund similar to the model chosen for 
the European Development Fund, with 
financial contributions from all 27 EU 
Member States based on their gross national 
income (GNI). This would require an 
intergovernmental agreement between the 
EU Member States meeting within the 
Council. The programme would be 
coordinated by the Commission and its 
financial management could be delegated to 
the Global Navigation Satellite System 
Agency (GSA). 

 Several MEPs have already indicated that 
financing the GMES project outside the MFF 
would seriously undermine the project. In 
order to give politically a strong signal that 
the EP clearly dismisses this Communication 
as a basis for future discussions and demands 
from the Commission a legislative proposal 
for GMES funded under the MFF, ITRE 
Coordinators agreed to table an oral question 
to Plenary, winded up by a resolution.  

The draft resolution has been prepared by the 
Rapporteur and Shadow Rapporteurs that 
were responsible for the GMES Regulation 

(Norbert Glante (R), Rachida Dati, Adina-
Ioana Vălean, Philippe Lamberts, Giles 
Chichester, Vladimír Remek).  

Link to Draft resolution 
 
 
 

OPINIONS 
 

European standardisation 
(Draftsperson: A. Gierek) 

 
Consideration of draft opinion+ 

presentation by the 
Commission 

 

The update of the European standardization 
system has been an essential part of the 
Europe 2020 goals in view of enhancing the 
competitiveness of European industry. The 
proposal provides for a better cooperation 
between standardization bodies and the 
reduction of the administrative burden 
imposed on the Commission and the ESOs, 
more transparency, better representation of 
SMEs and financial support for their 
organizations, use of industry set ICT 
standards in public procurement, provision 
of services standards. 

The Rapporteur for the opinion, in general, 
welcomes the proposal and is of the opinion 
that it provides a solid basis for the 
modernisation of links between the EU and 
the European standardisation system. 
Nonetheless, he believes that certain elements 
of the proposal raise concerns regarding the 
operational effectiveness of public-private 
partnerships.  
In particular, he introduced some 
modifications with a view to: 
- transforming the directive into an 
implementation tool to support the single 
market, 
- enhancing competitiveness and innovation,  
- facilitating the participation of stakeholders 
in the standardisation process 
- ensuring a higher level of sustainable 
development.  

 III

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1902/Norbert_GLANTE.html�
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/itre/dv/gmes_regulation_/gmes_regulation_en.pdf


CCCooommmmmmiiitttttteeeeee    ooonnn     IIInnnddduuussstttrrryyy,,,    RRReeessseeeaaarrrccchhh    aaannnddd    EEEnnneeerrrgggyyy        

 

DG ENTR of the European Commission will 
be represented by Ms Liliana Brykman, who 
will give a short presentation of the proposal. 

The lead Committee (IMCO) is scheduled to 
vote end of March 2012. 

Link to Draft opinion 
 

FORESEEN PLANNING 

Deadline amendments: 12 January 2012, 12h 

Vote in ITRE: 28 February 2012 
 

 
 

Environment Action 
Programme:  

Review of the 6th and 
setting of priorities for the 

7th EAP 
(Draftsperson:  

C. Gutiérrez-Cortines) 
 

Consideration of draft opinion 
 

The ENVI Committee requested to draw up 
an Own-Initiative report following the 
publication by the Commission of its 
communication "The 6th Community 
Environment Action Programme (EAP) - 
final assessment" on 31 August 2011. 
The 10-year Environment Action 
Programmes have guided the development 
of EU environment policy by outlining 
actions that need to be taken. The 6th EAP 
focused on four priority areas: (1) climate 
change (2) nature and biodiversity (3) 
environment and health (4) natural resources 
including waste and developed seven 
thematic strategies to strengthen policy 
integration and improve the knowledge base 
in these areas. 
The ITRE draft opinion addresses the issue of 
developing indicators for assessing the visual 
renewable energy sites and the relationship 
of the EAP programme with LIFE+ 
programme, Water Framework Directive and 
the "Low-carbon roadmap 2050. 

The lead Committee (ENVI) is scheduled to 
vote end of February 2012 

Link to Draft opinion 

 

FORESEEN PLANNING 

Deadline amendments: 10 January 2012, 12h 

Vote in ITRE: 6 February 2012 
 
 
 

A corporate governance 
framework for European 

companies 
(Draftsperson:  

L. Kolarska-Bobińska) 
 

Adoption of draft opinion 
 

The purpose of the Commission Green Paper 
is to assess the effectiveness of the current 
corporate governance framework for 
European companies. The Rapporteur for the 
opinion welcomes the Green Paper but 
stresses that the revised framework should be 
supported by implementation tools and 
measures to avoid the risk of it being only 
formally adopted by boards. She suggests 
different implementation measures and 
comments the questions raised in the 
Communication, notably the role of the CEO, 
Chair of the Board, diversity policy, and 
protection of minority shareholder. 

43 amendments have been tabled; 5 
compromise amendments are under 
preparation. 

The lead Committee (JURI) is scheduled to 
vote end of January 2012 

Link to Draft opinion and amendments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 IV
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 V

EVENTS 
 

 
Presentations by of the 

Polish Presidency-in-
Office: outcome 
 

The Deputy Minister of Economy, Professor 
Maciej Kaliski, will present the main political 
achievements of the Polish Presidency of the 
Council, such as:  
 Deepening the internal market within the 

priority "European integration as a source 
of growth", 

 The external dimension of energy policy 
within the priority "A Secure Europe", 

 Strengthening economic and trade 
relations with EU member countries 
within the priority "Europe is open to the 
world". 

 
Magalena Gaj, Vice-Minister and Under 
Secretary of State for Administration and 
Digitisation,  in charge of implementing the 
country's “digital revolution" in the new 
government, will briefly summarize the 
Polish Presidency results in the field of 
telecommunications and information society. 
She will focus one on the radio spectrum 
policy program, which was a high priority of 
the Polish Presidency. Another, very 
important issue of the Polish presidency is 
the progress report on roaming and ENISA, 
prepared by the Polish Presidency and which 
will form the basis for further discussion 
during the Danish Presidency. The Minister 
will also refer to the open Internet and net 
neutrality in Europe.  

Link to Polish Presidency website 
 
 

Mini-hearing on "A 
Competitive digital single 
market - eGovernment as a 

spearhead" 
 
ITRE Coordinators proposed 
to hold a mini-hearing 
entitled on "A Competitive 
digital single market - 

eGovernment as a spearhead". The hearing 
feeds into an own-initiative report 
(Rapporteur Silvia-Adriana Ţicău (S&D)) 
under the same title currently under 
preparation in the ITRE Committee. The 
own-initiative report is based on the 
following European Commission documents:  
The European eGovernment Action Plan 2011-
2015 - Harnessing ICT to promote smart, 
sustainable & innovative Government - 
COM(2010)0743  
Reaping the benefits of electronic invoicing for 
Europe - COM(2010)0712  
Towards interoperability for European public 
services - COM(2010)0744 

Link to Draft Programme 
 

Mini-hearing on "The Recast of the 
Roaming Regulation" 

 
ITRE Coordinators proposed to hold a mini-
hearing entitled "The Recast of the Roaming 
Regulation". The hearing feeds into the report 
by Angelika Niebler with the same title 
under preparation in the ITRE Committee.  
The committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy (ITRE) in association with the 
committee on Internal Market and Consumer 
Protection (IMCO) will hold a hearing on the 
new roaming regulation aiming at replacing 
the existing text which will expire in 2012. 
Robert Mourik from Telefonica, Emmanuel 
Forest from Bouygues Telecom, Jacques 
Bonifay from Transatel, Tony Shortall, 
Director of Telage and Monica Štajnarová 
from the consumer organisation BEUC, as 
well as Commission and BEREC 
representatives will be among the speakers to 
state their views and expectations. The 
meeting will be introduced by Angelika 
Niebler (EPP, DE), rapporteur in the ITRE 
committee and Eija-Riitta Korhola (EPP, FI) 
rapporteur for opinion in the IMCO 
committee and chaired by Herbert Reul (EPP, 
DE), chair of the Industry, Research and 
Energy committee. 

Link to Draft Programme 
 
 

http://pl2011.eu/en�
http://pl2011.eu/en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ITRE/events.html?id=hearings
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ITRE/events.html?id=hearings
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

 
ACER http://www.acer.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/ACER_HOME/The_Agency 
 
The Regulation on Energy Market Integrity and Transparency is now published 

The REMIT Regulation has been published in the Official Journal of the European Union on 8 
December 2011. Some provisions of this important piece of legislation such as the prohibition of 
market abuse and the obligation for market participants to publish inside information will come into 
effect as of 28 December 2011. The Agency for the Cooperation of Energy Regulators (ACER) will 
soon publish on its website the first edition of its non-binding guidance on the implementation of 
REMIT. It will be accompanied by a frequently asked questions section on the legislation and its 
implication for market participants. This opens a brand new chapter for ACER who is given important 
responsibilities, together with national regulatory authorities, in the monitoring of the wholesale energy 
market in Europe; thus contributing further to ensure that consumers pay the fair price for their energy. 
Candidates who are interested to join the Agency to meet this new challenge are invited to regularly 
check www.acer.europa.eu for vacancies. A recruitment advertisement has for example recently been 
posted for ACER future Head of Market Monitoring Department. 1. 

 
BEREC http://www.erg.eu.int/whatsnew/index_en.htm 

Following the debriefing session of BEREC's Plenary meeting held in Bucharest, the presentation made 
during the debriefing is now available online. 

 
ENISA http://www.enisa.europa.eu/media/press-releases 

Protecting cyber space 

The Agency has published a study into legal and regulatory aspects of information sharing and cross-
border collaboration of national/governmental Computer Emergency Response Teams (CERTs) in 
Europe. The report analyses what effects these aspects have on cross border information sharing 
between CERTs. The conclusion is that there exists a delicate balance of investigating, managing and 
mitigating computer incidents, whilst respecting rights and obligations provided for by certain legal and 
regulatory frameworks, including data protection and privacy provisions. 

European Cyber Security Month  

The European Network and Information Security Agency ENISA published a detailed feasibility study 
of a 'European Security Month'. A recommendation of the study is that a strong commitment by the 
EU Member States would be useful to roll-out a successful European cyber security month. The study 
takes a close look at 127 cyber security events organised at national level across Europe and how to 
engage EU Member States.  

 
 

 VI
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ITRE EVENTS 
 

COMING SOON 
 
Next ITRE meetings: 

 12 January 2012, 9.00-12.30, in Brussels (PHS 1A002)  
 23-25 January 2012, in Brussels (JAN 6Q2) + constituent meeting 

 
Upcoming Report votes: 

 C. Turmes: Energy Efficiency Directive - FORESEEN 25/01 
 G. Hökmark: Radio Spectrum Policy -  FORESEEN 25/01 (2nd reading recommendation) 

 
Upcoming Opinion votes: 

 K. Johansson: A resource-efficient Europe - FORESEEN 25/01 
 
Amendments deadlines: 

 C. Gutiérrez-Cortines: Review of the 6th Environment Action Programme - OPINION 
(10/01) 

 A. Gierek: European Standardisation - OPINION (12/01) 
 R. Jordan Cizelj: Our life insurance, our natural capital: an EU biodiversity... - 

OPINION (16/01) 
 H. Takkula: Food intended for infants and young children ... - OPINION (17/01) 
 M. Theurer: Attractiveness of investing in Europe - OPINION (31/01) 

 
 

 VII


