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Delegation of the Committee on Legal Affairs 
to Athens (Greece) 

 
26-28 March 2014 

 
 

The following Members took part: 
 
Luigi Berlinguer (Head of Delegation) 
Annette Koewius 
Alexandra Thein (Deputy Head of Delegation) 
 
The committee delegation to Athens commenced on the afternoon of Wednesday, 26 
March, with a presentation at the European Parliament Office in Athens on the 
political and economic situation in Greece, made by Leonidas Antonakopoulos, Head 
of the Information Office. Members were also welcomed by Argyro Liakou, Assistant 
at the Athens Information Office in charge of the practical organisation of the 
delegation. Members were very interested in the introduction to the situation in 
Greece, with various questions being asked about the economic crisis and its effect 
on the political landscape. All the other meetings below also took place at the 
Information Office, unless stated otherwise. 
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Library news 

 
The library website provides 
direct access to many 
documents and sources related 
to the work of the JURI 
committee: 

Legal affairs policy area page  

Case law portal  

Upcoming conferences and 
seminars  

Useful databases 

To learn more about the use of 
these pages and databases, 
register for training. 

In addition a team of 
information specialists is 
always available to help you 
with specific requests. Do not 
hesitate to ask the library. 

 

 

 
 
On Thursday, 27 March 2014, the programme began with a meeting with the Minister of 
Justice, Transparency and Human Rights, Charalampos Athanasiou, at the Ministry of 
Justice. The Minister was accompanied by 12 experts covering all the issues of interest to 
the committee. The Minister made a presentation on the various areas where the Greek 
Council Presidency had already been able to reach a successful conclusion, and outlined the 
issues that were still open. Debate then focused on the project for a Common European 
Sales Law, on cross-border family law problems and on the functioning of the justice system 
and land register in Greece. 
 

 
 
In the afternoon, the delegation met members of the Standing Committee on Public 
Administration, Public Order and Justice in the premises of the Hellenic Parliament. The 
chair of the standing committee, Kyriakos Virvidakis, was represented by Konstantinos 
Mousouroulis, who opened the meeting stressing the successes of the Greek Council 
Presidency and pointing out that the end of the economic crisis appeared to be in sight. A 
debate then ensued between the delegation and the members of the standing committee, 
including Konstantinos Triantafyllos and Konstantinos Karagkounis, covering in particular the 
performance of the Greek civil justice system in the most recent EU Justice Scoreboard, 
changes to procedure in Greek courts in order to speed up the disposal of court cases, the 
effects of the economic crisis, illegal immigration, e-Justice and mediation. 
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Members then met representatives of the Hellenic Notary Association, namely Konstantinos 
Vlachakis (President), Evangelia Christopoulou-Stamelou (Secretary General), Athanasios 
Dragios and Eleni Tsertsigianni. Debate commenced with a discussion of the attitude of the 
Troika towards the profession of notary, and Members expressed their lack of 
understanding for the Troika’s suggestion that the profession should be de-regulated. The 
training of notaries in preparation for the application of the Succession Regulation, the 
interconnection of registers of matrimonial regimes and legal certainty issues surrounding 
the cross-border use of public documents were also discussed. The notaries were kind 
enough to explain the functioning of the land register in Greece, the supposed shortcomings 
of which had been in the news in recent months. The debate concluded with a discussion of 
the specific role of the profession of notary in Greece, including for the creation of 
companies, in view of their relatively high number. 
 

 
 

On Friday, 28 March, the delegation first met Greek lawyers, represented by Georgios 
Stamatogiannis (President of the Piraeus Bar Association) accompanied by Chrysanthi 
Adamakopoulou. The representatives spoke about the situation of their profession, noting in 
particular their high number. Access to justice was slow, particularly in the very specific 
case of procedures to address excessively indebted households. The courts lacked sufficient 
staff to ensure swift access to justice. However, the new Civil Procedure Code should ensure 
that court cases were dealt with more swiftly in future. The lawyers also addressed the 
situation of the legal aid system – changes were required to the way funds were made 

available. The increasing use of mediation was also mentioned. 
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The last meeting of the delegation was with representatives of the Union of Judges and 
Prosecutors of Greece, namely Vasiliki Thanou-Christofilou (President of the Union and 
Judge at the Court of Cassation) and Evangelos Kasalias (First Vice-President of the Union 
and Vice-Prosecutor at the Court of Appeal of Piraeus). Discussions focused on the 
challenge of operating the justice system in times of crisis with a reduced budget. 
Insufficient funds were available for infrastructure and hiring staff, and salaries had been 
severely cut. Legal aid questions were also addressed, as was the issue of security in court 
buildings. These issues also explained the indications of the most recent Justice Scoreboard. 
More needed to be done to implement e-Justice. Members were very interested by the 
explanations given on the current functioning of the Greek justice system. 
 

 
 

Following the meeting, participants were offered a visit to the new Acropolis Museum, which 
was highly appreciated. The delegation ended at around 13.45 on Friday, 28 March. 

Thanks were given to all those who had met the delegation, and to the Information Office 
and the interpreting staff for their support. 
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