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At this meeting 
 

The half-day meeting of the Committee on Legal Affairs on the afternoon of 7 April 2014 will be the 
last meeting of the committee under the 7th parliamentary term. As committee business is winding 
down in preparation for the parliamentary recess and the elections, the agenda is relatively short. 
 
The afternoon will commence with a presentation by the Legal Service on the Court of Justice’s 
judgment in Case C-427/12 Commission v Parliament and Council, known as the biocides case. The 
case concerns the question of the use of implementing acts under Article 291 TFEU as opposed to 
delegated acts under Article 290 TFEU in the Biocides Regulation (No 528/2012). In its judgment, 
the Court considers that the setting of fees for application for approval of biocidal products could 
legitimately be done by implementing act, thus giving the concept of ‘implementation’ a relatively 
wide scope. 
 
The meeting will then largely focus on the committee’s opinion-giving role in the field of criminal 
law. There will be an exchange of views on the new Eurojust proposal, a consideration of Alexandra 
Thein’s working document on procedural safeguards for children suspected or accused in criminal 

proceedings, and a vote on her draft opinion on the presumption of innocence. 
 
The latter part of the committee meeting will take place in camera, with the consideration of 
disputes involving Parliament, any verifications of credentials and the immunity cases of Richard 
Seeber and Alexander Mirsky. 
 
The JURI Report team would like to thank readers for their attention during the 7th parliamentary 
term, and will produce a new edition under the new Parliament.  
 

“One of Us” Citizens’ Initiative – Public Hearing, 10.04.2014  
 

A public hearing on the European 
Citizens’ Initiative “One of Us” will be 
organised on 10.04.2014 in the 
European Parliament’s premises in 

Brussels, room JAN 4Q2, from 09.00 
to 12.30.  
 
The initiative asks the EU to prohibit 
the financing of activities which 
presuppose the destruction of human 
embryos, especially in the areas of 
research, development aid and public 
health. The event is organised jointly 
by the Committee on Development, 
the Committee on Industry, Research 
and Energy and the Committee on 
Legal Affairs, in association with the 
Petitions Committee.   
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RE-Watch 

Past meetings are available via 
EP multimedia library 

 

Library news 
 
The library website provides 
direct access to many 
documents and sources related 
to the work of the JURI 
committee: 

Legal affairs policy area page  

Case law portal  

Upcoming conferences and 
seminars  

Useful databases 

To learn more about the use of 
these pages and databases, 
register for training. 

In addition a team of 
information specialists is 
always available to help you 
with specific requests. Do not 
hesitate to ask the library. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Request for defence of the immunity of Alexander Mirsky 
 

At the sitting of 24 February 2014 
the President informed Members 
that he had received a letter from 
Alexander Mirsky requesting the 
defence of his parliamentary 
immunity pursuant to Rule 6a of the 
Rules of Procedure, in respect of 
criminal proceedings pending before 
the Jurmala city court and the Riga 
District Court. 
 
At this meeting, the committee will 
decide whether to defend Mr 
Mirsky’s parliamentary immunity. 

 
Procedure  2014/2026(IMM) 
Legal basis Protocol on Priviliges 

and Immunities, Art. 8 
Rapporteur Tadeusz Zwiefka 
Administrator 
respons. 

Andrea Scrimali 

   
PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE 
Exchange of views 19.-20.3.2014 
Hearing 19.-20.3.2014 
Adoption in JURI 7.4.2014 

Request for waiver of the immunity of Richard Seeber 
 

At the sitting of 21 November 2013 the 
President announced, under Rule 6(2) of 
the Rules of Procedure, that he had 
received a letter from the Austrian 
Ministry of Justice requesting the waiver 
of the parliamentary immunity of Mr 
Richard Seeber. 
 
The President referred the request to the 
Committee on Legal Affairs under Rule 6 
(2). 
 
After having heard Mr Seeber at the 
meeting of 10 February 2014, the 
Committee will hold an exchange of 
views at this meeting. 

 
Procedure  2013/2280(IMM) 
Legal basis Rules of Procedure, Rule 6 
Rapporteur Morten Messerschmitt 
Administrator  Susanne Knöfel 
Notice to Members 126/2013 
   
PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE 
Exchange of views 
Hearing 
Exchange of views 

20.1.2014 
10.2.2014 
7.4.2014 

  

Regulation (EU) amending Regulation (EC) No 1126/2008 adopting certain 
international accounting standards in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1606/2002 
of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards Interpretation 21 of the 
International Financial Reporting Interpretations Committee  
 

Procedure  2014/2576(RPS) 

 
 

Basic doc D032024/01 
Rapporteur Sajjad Karim 
Administrator  Andrea Scrimali 
Lead Committee  ECON 
  
PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE 
Exchange of views 7.4.2014 

 
At the plenary sitting of 26 February 2014 the reception of the following draft implementing measure 
was announced: Commission Regulation (EU) No …/.. of XXX amending Regulation (EC) No 
1126/2008 adopting certain international accounting standards in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 
1606/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards Interpretation 21 of the 
International Financial Reporting Interpretations Committee.  
 
The draft implementing measure was referred to the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs 
and to the Committee on Legal Affairs pursuant to Rules 88 and 88a in connection with Rule 50.  
The European Parliament, acting by a majority of its component members, may oppose this draft 
implementing measure by 13 May 2014 (i.e. within three months from the date of referral). 
 
At this meeting an exchange of views will take place.  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/search.form?src=0
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http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/rep/05-LegalandInstitutionalaffairs/05-02-LegalAffairs/Case-law/lega-page-intro.htm
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAreaPostDetail.form?selectedCategoryId=103&postId=29825&policyAreaId=23
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAreaPostDetail.form?selectedCategoryId=103&postId=29825&policyAreaId=23
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/cmsContent.form?pageId=230
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/infosession.form
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/ems.form
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/2280(IMM)&l=en
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Strengthening of certain aspects of the presumption of innocence and of the 
right to be present at one’s trial in criminal proceedings  
 

Procedure  2013/0407(COD)  

 

Basic doc COM(2013)0821 
Rapporteur  Alexandra Thein 
Legal basis Article 82(2)(b) TFEU 
Administrator Andrea Scrimali 
Lead Committee/Rapp. LIBE/Renate Weber 
  
PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE 
Consideration of a draft 
opinion 

19-20.3.2014 

Deadline for amend. 25.3.2014, at 12.00 
Adoption in JURI 7.4.2014 

 
Building on the extensive case-law of the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR), the draft 
directive aims to lay down minimum rules concerning certain aspects of the right of suspects and 
accused persons to be presumed innocent unless proven guilty by a final judgment. In particular, the 
proposal covers the following rights: 
 
1) Concerning the right not to be presented as guilty by public authorities before the final judgment, 
the ECtHR has established as one of the basic aspects of the principle of presumption of innocence 
the fact that a court or public official may not publicly present the suspects or accused persons as if 
they were guilty of an offence if they have not been tried and convicted of it by a final judgment. 
 
2) The burden of proof is on the prosecution, and any reasonable doubts regarding guilt should 
benefit the accused: this presupposes that a court’s judgment must be based on evidence as put 
before it and not on mere allegations or assumptions. 
 
3) The right not to incriminate oneself and not to cooperate and the right to remain silent lie at the 
heart of the notion of a fair trial under Article 6 of the ECHR, presupposing that the prosecution in a 
criminal case seeks to prove the case against the accused without resort to evidence obtained 
through methods of coercion or oppression. The right to remain silent must be ensured and any 
inferences drawn from the fact that suspects make use of this right should be excluded. Suspects 
should be promptly informed of their right to remain silent. This information should also refer to the 
content of the right to remain silent and of the consequences of both renouncing it and invoking it. 
 
4) Concerning the right to be present at one’s trial, the proposal lays down the right, established by 
the ECtHR, of the accused person to be present at his or her trial and also establishes limited 
exceptions to this right, in line with the Charter, the ECHR and EU law. It provides that Member 
States must ensure that the right to be present applies to any trial aimed at assessing the question of 
the guilt of the accused person (both conviction and acquittal decisions). 
 
Finally, a non-regression clause in the proposal aims to ensure that setting common minimum 
standards does not have the effect of lowering standards in certain Member States and that the 
standards set in the Charter and in the ECHR are maintained.  

 
At this meeting the draft opinion will be put to the vote. 
 

 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0407(COD)&l=en
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2013:0821:FIN:EN:PDF
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EU Agency for Criminal Justice Cooperation (Eurojust) 

Procedure  2013/0256(COD) 

 
 

Basic doc COM(2013)0535 
Legal basis Article 85 TFEU 
Rapporteur Luigi Berlinguer 
Administrator 
respons. 

Andrea Scrimali 

Lead 
Comm./rapporteur 

LIBE/Axel Voss 

  
PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE 
Exchange of views 7.4.2014 

Article 85 TFEU explicitly recognises Eurojust’s mission of supporting and strengthening 
coordination and cooperation between national investigating and prosecuting authorities 
in relation to serious crime affecting two or more Member States or requiring a 

prosecution on common bases. Article 85 TFEU also provides for Eurojust’s structure, 
operation, field of action and tasks to be determined by regulations adopted in 
accordance with the ordinary legislative procedure. It also requires that they determine 
arrangements for involving the European Parliament and national Parliaments in the 
evaluation of Eurojust’s activities.  

This proposal provides a single and renovated legal framework for a new Agency for 
Criminal Justice Cooperation (Eurojust) which is the legal successor of Eurojust as 
established by Council Decision 2002/187/JHA. 

The main objectives of the proposal are: 

• to increase Eurojust’s efficiency through providing it with a new governance structure;  

• to improve Eurojust’s operational effectiveness through homogeneously defining the 
status and powers of National Members; 

• to provide for a role for the European Parliament and national Parliaments in the 
evaluation of Eurojust’s activities in line with the Lisbon Treaty; 

• to bring Eurojust’s legal framework in line with the Common Approach on EU 
decentralised agencies, whilst fully respecting its special role regarding the coordination 
of ongoing criminal investigations; 

• to ensure that Eurojust can cooperate closely with the European Public Prosecutor’s 
Office, once this is established. 

At this meeting an exchange of views will take place. 

Disputes involving Parliament (IN CAMERA) 

Case T-671/13, Pesticide Action Network Europe and Others v Commission - 

Action for annulment - Validity of Regulation (EC) No 1367/2006 - Possible 
intervention by the European Parliament 

 

The case concerns an action for annulment of a 
Commission decision whereby the Commission 
declared inadmissible two request by NGOs 
submitted on the basis of Article 10 of 
Regulation (EC) No 1367/2006 (the "Aarhus 
Regulation") for review of the Commission 
Implementing Regulation (EU) No 485/2013.The 
Committee is called upon to decide whether to 
recommend to the President under Rule 128(4) 
that Parliament should intervene in these 
proceedings. 

Standing rapp. Antonio Lopez-
Isturiz White 

Admin. Kjell Sevón 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0256(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/registre/docs_autres_institutions/commission_europeenne/com/2013/0535/COM_COM(2013)0535_EN.pdf
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Exchange of views on a question for written answer (E-000497/2014) 
 

On 20 January 2014 Mr Crescenzio Rivellini 
put a question for written answer to the 
Commission as regards the obligation to 
request preliminary rulings from the Court of 
Justice which may be incumbent on the offices 
fulfilling judicial roles within the Italian 
Parliament.  
 
It appears that the question was not answered 
within the time limit set. As a consequence, at 
the request of Mr Rivellini and pursuant to 
Rule 117(3) of Parliament’s Rules of 
Procedure, it was placed on the agenda for 
this meeting of the Committee on Legal 
Affairs. An exchange of views will take place.  
 

 

Procedure E-000497/2014 
Legal Basis Art. 117(3) RoP 
Author of the 
question 

Crescenzio 
Rivellini 

Administrator  Andrea Scrimali 
Exchange of 
views 

7.4.2014 

Procedural safeguards for children suspected or accused in criminal proceedings 
 

Procedure  2013/0408(COD) 

 
 

Basic doc  COM(2013)0822 
Rapporteur  Alexandra Thein 
Administrator  Andrea Scrimali 
Lead Committee LIBE/Carmen Romero 

Lopez 
  
PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE 

Exchange of views 20.3.2014 
Working document 7.4.2014 

 
The Commission has put forward a proposal – based on Article 82(2)(b) TFEU – for a 
Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on procedural safeguards for 
children suspected or accused in criminal proceedings.  
 
The proposal aims to ensure children’s abilities to understand the stake of the 
procedure, to actively participate in it and to effectively exercise their rights. It 
promotes the application of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, 
in particular Articles 4, 6, 7, 24, 47 and 48, and of Articles 3, 5, 6 and 8 of the European 
Convention on Human Rights, as interpreted by the European Court of Human Rights. 
 
For every individual who is below the age of 18, the Directive establishes a set of 
minimum rules providing, inter alia, for the right to information of children and of the 
holder of parental responsibility, the right to mandatory access to a lawyer, the right to 
an individual assessment, the right to medical examination, the right to the protection of 

privacy, and the requirement to audiovisually record the questioning of children who are 
deprived of liberty (the recording shall be accessible only to the judicial authorities and 
the parties of the proceedings). The proposal is a response to the strong focus placed 
by the Stockholm Programme on the strengthening of the rights of individuals in 
criminal proceedings.  
 
At this meeting the rapporteur for opinion will present a working document. 
 

Disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat of the Legal Affairs Committee and are 
provided for general information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole 
responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the European Parliament. 
The JURI Report may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The JURI 
Secretariat does not necessarily endorse the views expressed on these websites.  

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0408(COD)&l=en
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2013:0822:FIN:EN:PDF

