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AT THIS MEETING the Committee will be 
starting work on two very important issues.

Firstly, Klaus-Heiner Lehne, as rapporteur, 
will preside over an initial hearing with legal 
experts and civil society on the proposal for a 
Common European Sales Law. The aim of the 
hearing is to sound out academic and public 
opinion on the main elements of the proposal, 
which would establish a '28th' sales law 
system which could be used on a voluntary 
basis for cross-border transactions.

Secondly, Luigi Berlinguer will lead the first 
exchange of views on the legislative initiative 
report on a European law on administrative 
procedure. This follows the outcome of last 
year's working party on the same issue, which 
established the need for a legislative initiative 
in this area. The aim is to ensure that, in those 
cases where citizens have direct dealings with 
EU administrations, they should be able to 
benefit from the same kind of codified 
procedural rights as many Member States 
have established over the past few decades.

Other major issues being debated at this 
meeting include the review of the Staff 
Regulations, with Dagmar Roth-Behrendt 
presenting her draft report, and the two audit 
proposals, where Sajjad Karim will be leading 
the first exchange of views.
The Committee will also be voting on, and thus 
concluding the committee stage of, a number 
of very important reports.

After two years of intense debate led by Kurt 
Lechner, the Committee will be voting on the 
much-awaited Successions Regulation, which 
will, once passed, finally allow citizens who 
own property in several Member States, or live 
in a Member State other than their own, to 
plan their successions adequately and at lesser 
cost.

The Committee will also be holding the final 
vote on the Orphan Works Proposal. This 
proposal, championed by Lidia Joanna 
Geringer de Oedenberg, will make it easier, 
under certain conditions, to use works which 
are out of print and archive material for the 
public benefit.

Finally, the Committee will also vote on 
Sebastian Valentin Bodu's own-initiative 
report on a Corporate Governance Framework 
for European Companies, which looks at ways 
to modernise the manner in which European 
companies are run.

THIS IS NEW
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1.  ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRS

2.  ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT AGENDA

3.  CHAIR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

4.  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF 
THE MEETING OF:

 25-26 January 2012

5.  AMENDMENT OF DIRECTIVE 
2006/43/EC ON STATUTORY AUDITS OF 
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS AND CONSOLIDATED 
ACCOUNTS

Procedure 2011/0389(COD)
Basic doc COM(2011) 0778
Legal basis Article 50 TFEU
Rapporteur Sajjad KARIM (ECR) 
Administrator respons. Leticia Zuleta De Reales
Opinion Comm./
draftsperson

ECON / Kay SWINBURNE
(ECR)

IMCO / tbc

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 01.03.2012
Hearing 27.3.2012
Consideration of the 
draft report

9-10.07.2012

Deadline for 
amendments

19.09.2012 noon

Consideration of 
amendments

10-11.10.2012

Vote JURI draft report 27.11.2012
ADOPTION PLENARY January 2013

After a long public consultation initiated with 
the Green Paper entitled "Audit policy: lessons 
from the crisis", the Commission has now put 
forward two legislative proposals which 
should enhance the quality of statutory audits 
in the EU and restore confidence in audited 
financial statements.

The first proposal amends the 8th company 
law Directive on statutory audits of annual 
accounts and consolidated accounts (Directive 
2006/43/EC). The second proposal is a 
Regulation which provides for specific 
requirements regarding the statutory audit of 
public interest entities (PIEs):  large listed 
companies, banks and insurers.

The main modifications to the Directive are:

Definition of "statutory audit" in order to take 
account of the new Accountancy Directive: the 
new definition will continue to cover the 
instances where different Union legal texts 
impose an obligation on some undertakings to 
have their financial statements audited, 
depending on their legal form or on their 
activity. In order to guarantee the “unicity” of 
audit, the definition of "statutory audit" should
also cover situations where Member States 
decide to impose an obligation on small 
undertakings to have their financial 
statements audited. Lastly, where a small 
undertaking decides voluntarily to have its 
financial statements audited, such audit 
should also be considered a statutory audit.

Modification of the ownership rules: currently, 
the Directive requires that a majority of the 
voting rights in an audit firm be held by 
licensed accountant practitioners. This 
requirement is no longer stipulated in the 
proposed amendment and Member States are 
forbidden to require that a minimum of capital 
or of voting rights in an audit firm be held by 
statutory auditors or audit firms. However, the 
proposal maintains the existing requirement 
that a majority of the members of the 
administrative or management body of the 
audit firm be audit firms or statutory auditors.

Passport for audit firms:  the proposal for an 
amended Directive would allow audit firms to 
provide statutory audits in Member States 
other than the Member State in which they 
have been approved, provided that the key 
audit partner leading the audit is approved as 
an auditor in the Member State concerned. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ORDINARY MEETING OF 1 MARCH 2012
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However, once approval is obtained in the 
home Member State, the host Member State 
may require some form of registration of audit 
firms from other Member States.

Passport for statutory auditors and 
"softening" the conditions for a statutory 
auditor to be approved in a different Member 
State: the proposed modifications regarding 
the approval of statutory auditors from other 
Member States are aligned with the provisions 
of the Directive 2005/36 on the recognition of 
professional qualifications.

Requirements for competent authorities to 
cooperate regarding educational requirements 
and aptitude test: in order to ensure greater
convergence of the educational qualifications 
of auditors at Union level, the competent 
national authorities in charge of the public 
oversight for statutory auditors must 
cooperate. Cooperation at Union level is also 
necessary to harmonise the requirements of 
the aptitude test.

Auditing standards and audit reporting: the 
proposal requires Member States to ensure 
that statutory auditors and audit firms carry 
out audits in accordance with international 
auditing standards.

New rules regarding competent authorities: 
currently, the Directive requires Member 
States to organise a system of public oversight 
for statutory auditors and audit firms. The 
new amendment states that the competent 
authority responsible for public oversight will 
be a public authority that will be also 
responsible for approval, registration and 
quality assurance.

Prohibition of contractual clauses: the 
proposal prohibits clauses according to which 
a third party suggests, recommends or 
requires the audited entity to appoint a 
specific statutory auditor or audit firm.

Small undertakings would no longer be 
required by EU law to have their financial 
statements audited, although Member States 
may still require it. However, the requirement 
will continue to apply to medium-sized 
undertakings.

The Committee will now hold the first 
exchange of views.

6.  SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS REGARDING 
STATUTORY AUDITING OF PUBLIC-
INTEREST ENTITIES

Procedure 2011/359(COD)
Basic doc COM(2011) 0779
Legal basis Article 114 TFEU
Rapporteur Sajjad KARIM (ECR) 
Administrator respons. Leticia Zuleta De Reales
Opinion Comm./
draftsperson

ECON / Kay SWINBURNE 
(ECR)

IMCO / tbc

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 01.03.2012
Hearing 27.3.2012
Consideration of the 
draft report

9-10.07.2012

Deadline for 
amendments

19.09.2012 noon

Consideration of 
amendments

10-11.10.2012

Vote JURI draft report 27.11.2012
ADOPTION PLENARY January 2013

The proposal for a Regulation regarding the 
statutory audit of public-interest entities, such 
as listed companies, banks and insurance 
companies envisages measures to enhance 
auditor independence and to make the 
statutory audit market more dynamic. These 
include clauses on independence and 
objectivity, audit fees, audit reporting, quality 
assurance, investigations and penalties.

The key measures in this respect are:

Mandatory rotation of audit firms: Audit firms 
will be required to rotate after a maximum 
engagement period of 6 years (with some 
exceptions). A cooling off period of 4 years is 
applicable before the audit firm can be 
engaged again by the same client. The period 
before which rotation is obligatory can be 
extended to 9 years if joint audits are 
performed.

Mandatory tendering: Public-interest entities 
will be obliged to have an open and 
transparent tender procedure when selecting 
a new auditor. The audit committee (of the 
audited entity) should be closely involved in 
the selection procedure. 

Non-audit services: Audit firms will be 
prohibited from providing non-audit services 
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to their audit clients. In addition, large audit 
firms will be obliged to separate audit 
activities from non-audit activities in order to 
avoid all risks of conflict of interest.

Audit reporting: The content of the audit 
report will be expanded to provide more 
information to all stakeholders.

Surveillance: Each Member State should 
designate a competent authority responsible 
for the supervision of auditors and audit firms 
carrying statutory audit of PIEs. These 
authorities will cooperate between themselves 
within ESMA. ESMA should issue guidance on 
several issues.

Cooperation with third country auditors and 
with international organisations and bodies: 
only if the information disclosed is subject to 
guarantees of professional secrecy and 
provided data protection rules are respected.

The Committee will now hold the first 
exchange of views.

7.  LAW OF ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE 
OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

Procedure 2012/2024(INI)
Legal basis Article 298 TFEU
Rapporteur Luigi BERLINGUER (S&D) 
Administrator respons. Leticia Zuleta De Reales

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 01.03.2012
Consideration of the 
draft report

25-26.04.2012

Deadline for 
amendments

10.05.2012 noon

Consideration of 
amendments

30-31.05.2012

Vote JURI draft report 19.06.2012

On 23 March 2010 the Committee on Legal 
Affairs set up a cross-party Working Group on 
EU Administrative Law to take stock of the 
existing EU administrative law and, as a 
second step, to propose to the Committee the 
interventions which it deemed appropriate in 
the light of Article 298 TFEU.

Having heard the Working Group's 
recommendations on 22 November 2011, the 
Committee decided to request a legislative 
initiative report on the matter.

Citizens are increasingly faced directly with 
the Union's administration, without always 
having corresponding generally applicable 
procedural rights which they could enforce 
against it. Administrative procedures at Union 
level are currently scattered across a wide 
variety of sources: primary law, case-law of 
the Court of Justice of the European Union, 
secondary legislation, soft law (published and 
unpublished) and unilateral commitments by 
the Union's institutions.

The report will investigate the possibility of 
calling for a general EU Administrative 
Procedure Law which would be binding on the 
Union's institutions, bodies, agencies and 
offices, based on Article 298 TFEU, and which 
would focus on administrative procedure as a 
lex generalis and provide a minimum safety 
net of guarantees to citizens and businesses in 
their direct dealings with the Union's 
administration.

At this meeting the Committee will hold a first 
exchange of views

VVOOTTEE

8.  JURISDICTION, APPLICABLE LAW, 
RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF 
DECISIONS AND AUTHENTIC INSTRUMENTS 
IN MATTERS OF SUCCESSION AND THE 
CREATION OF A EUROPEAN CERTIFICATE 
OF SUCCESSION

Procedure 2009/0157(COD)
Basic doc COM(2009)0154
Legal basis Art. 81(3) TFEU
Rapporteur Kurt LECHNER
Administrator respons. Robert Bray

Alexander Keys
Draft Report 21.03.2011

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 2-3.12.09, 28.01.10, 
29.04.10, 1.12.10, 

21.03.11, 11.07.11
Exam of amend. 11.07.11
Adoption JURI 01.03.2012
ADOPTION PLENARY 13.03.2012



Number 2/2012-7L 5 Thursday, 01.03.2012

This draft regulation aims to remove the 
obstacles to the free movement of persons in 
the context of international successions, by 
allowing citizens to organise their succession 
in advance.

In order to achieve this objective, the 
proposed regulation contains provisions on 
jurisdiction, applicable law, the recognition 
and enforcement of decisions and authentic 
instruments and the creation of a European 
Certificate of Succession. 

At the last trilogue on 16 February 2012, an
agreement was reached covering the entire 
regulation, including the administration of 
estates, but excluding clawback.

At this meeting, the committee will proceed to 
hold the final vote. Following the informal 
negotiations, the vote is likely to be held on a 
single amendment covering the entire text. 

VVOOTTEE

9.  PERMITTED USES OF ORPHAN WORKS

Procedure 2011/0136(COD)
Basic doc COM(2011)0289
Legal basis Articles 49, 56 and 114 

TFEU 
Rapporteur Lidia GERINGER DE 

OEDENBERG
Administrator respons. Ewa Wojtowicz
Opinion Comm./
rapporteur

CULT/Sabine VERHEYEN, 
IMCO/Toine MANDERS, 

ITRE 

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 19.09.2011 (cancelled)
Consideration of draft 
report

11.10.2011

Deadline for amend. 25.10.2011 noon
Consideration of amend. 22.11.2011
2nd consideration of 
amendments

25.01.2012

Adoption JURI 1.03.2012
ADOPTION PLENARY 2012

This long-awaited Commission proposal 
concerns the permitted uses of orphan works. 
A work is to be considered an orphan work if 

its right holder is not identified or, even if 
identified, cannot be found.  This poses a 
problem for copyright-protected work, the use 
of which requires prior authorisation from the 
right holder. 

The main objective of the Commission 
proposal is to create a legal framework to 
ensure lawful, cross-border online access to 
orphan works contained in online digital 
libraries or archives when such orphan works 
are used in pursuance of the libraries' or 
archives' public interest mission.

The scope of the proposal is restricted to 
works first published or broadcast in a 
Member State, which are (i) works in the form 
of books, journals, newspapers, magazines or 
other writings contained in the collections of 
publicly accessible libraries, educational 
establishments, museums or archives, (ii) 
cinematographic or audiovisual works 
contained in the collections of film heritage 
institutions, or (iii) cinematographic, audio or 
audiovisual works produced by public service 
broadcasting organisations before 31 
December 2002 and contained in their 
archives. The proposal requires a diligent 
search to be conducted in order to establish 
whether a work is an orphan work.

Parliament touched upon the issue of orphan 
works in its resolutions of 12 May 2011 on 
"Unlocking the potential of cultural and 
creative industries" and of 5 May 2010 on 
"Europeana - the next steps" (with JURI 
opinions duly delivered). Orphan works were 
also discussed by the Committee's Working 
Group on Copyright. In addition, in November 
2009 the Committee organised, in cooperation 
with the Swedish Presidency, a workshop on 
orphan works. 

170 amendments in total were tabled to the 
proposal in JURI, and the CULT and IMCO 
committees issued extensive opinions. The 
first consideration of amendments took place 
in November, followed by additional 
discussion in January. As a result the 
rapporteur proposed a number of compromise 
amendments, which will be voted together 
with the draft report at this meeting.

In the meantime, following the efforts of the 
Polish Presidency undertaken last year, the 
dossier is seeing further progress in the 
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Council under the Danish Presidency. This will 
allow for the scheduling of trilogues in the 
second half of March and April, with the aim of 
bringing the positions of the Parliament and 
the Council closer and successfully concluding 
the dossier.

VVOOTTEE

10.  A CORPORATE GOVERNANCE 
FRAMEWORK FOR EUROPEAN COMPANIES

Procedure 2011/2181(INI)
Rapporteur Sebastian Valentin BODU 

(EPP) 
Administrator respons. Leticia Zuleta De Reales
Opinion Comm./
draftsperson

ECON (Art. 50) / Asley 
FOX (ECR)

ITRE / Lena KOLARSKA-
BOBINSKA (EPP)

EMPL / Ole 
CHRISTENSEN (S&D)
IMCO / Constance LE 

GRIP (EPP)
FEMM

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 10.10.2011
Consideration of the 
draft report

21-22.11.2011

Deadline for 
amendments

1.12.2011 noon

Consideration of 
amendments

19-20.12.2011

Vote JURI draft report 1.3.2012
ADOPTION PLENARY March II 

On 5 April 2011, the Commission published its 
Green Paper on an EU corporate governance 
framework.

The Green Paper addresses the ways in which 
the corporate governance of European 
companies can be improved and launches a 
general debate on a number of issues such as:

•1. Board of directors: the questions 
addressed concern their effective functioning 
and ensuring that they are composed of a 
mixed group of people, e.g. by enhancing 
gender diversity, a variety of professional 
backgrounds and skills as well as nationalities. 

•2. How to enhance shareholder involvement 
in corporate governance issues and encourage 
more of them to take an interest in sustainable 
returns and longer term performance, but also 
how to enhance the protection of minority 
shareholders. 

•3. How to improve the monitoring and 
enforcement of existing national corporate 
governance codes in order to provide 
investors and the public with meaningful 
information. 

The rapporteur presented his draft report on 
21.11.2011. 

68 amendments have been tabled to the draft 
report. At this meeting, the Committee will 
vote. 

VVOOTTEE
DDeelleeggaatteedd aacctt ((RRuullee 8877aa))

11.  COMMISSION DELEGATED 
REGULATION (EU) NO. .../... OF 21.12.2011 
AMENDING REGULATION (EC) NO 
1569/2007 ESTABLISHING A MECHANISM 
FOR THE DETERMINATION OF 
EQUIVALENCE OF ACCOUNTING 
STANDARDS APPLIED BY THIRD COUNTRY 
ISSUERS OF SECURITIES PURSUANT TO 
DIRECTIVES 2003/71/EC AND 
2004/109/EC OF THE EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL 
(C(2011)9585)

Basic doc C(2011)9585
Rapporteur Klaus-Heiner LEHNE
Administrator respons. Susanne Knöfel
Lead Comm./rapporteur ECON/Wolf KLINZ

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Consideration of 
delegated act

1.3.2012

Adoption JURI 1.3.2012

By letters of 21 December 2011 and 17 
January 2012, the Commission notified 
Parliament of a delegated act amending 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 1569/2007 of 
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21 December 20071 establishing a mechanism 
for the determination of equivalence of 
accounting standards applied by third country 
issuers of securities pursuant to the 
Prospectus2 and Transparency Directives3.

This delegated act was adopted by the 
Commission on 21 December 2011. The 
Parliament may object to this delegated act 
within three months from the date of 
notification.

The ECON Committee, which was in the lead 
for the latest amendment to the Transparency 
and Prospectus Directives (2009/0132 
(COD)), has asked the Committee on Legal 
Affairs, which was an opinion-giving 
committee in that procedure, for its opinion on 
the delegated act.

JURI will give its opinion in this meeting. 

VVOOTTEE
DDeelleeggaatteedd aacctt ((RRuullee 8877aa))

12.  COMMISSION DELEGATED 
REGULATION (EU) NO. .../... OF 21.12.2011 
AMENDING REGULATION (EC) NO 
809/2004 IMPLEMENTING DIRECTIVE 
2003/71/EC OF THE EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL AS 
REGARDS ELEMENTS RELATED TO 
PROSPECTUSES AND ADVERTISEMENTS 
(C(2011)9591)

Basic doc C(2011)9591
Rapporteur Klaus-Heiner LEHNE

                                               
1 Regulation (EC) No 1569/2007 of 21 December 2007 
establishing a mechanism for the determination of equivalence 
of accounting standards applied by third country issuers of 
securities pursuant to Directives 2003/71/EC and 
2004/109/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council (OJ 
L 340, 22.12.2007, p. 66).
2 Directive 2003/71/EC of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 4 November 2003 on the prospectus to be published 
when securities are offered to the public or admitted to trading 
and amending Directive 2001/34/EC (OJ L 345, 31.12.2003, p. 
64).
3 Directive 2004/109/EC of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 15 December 2004 on the harmonisation of 
transparency requirements in relation to information about 
issuers whose securities are admitted to trading on a regulated 
market and amending Directive 2001/34/EC (OJ L 390, 
31.12.2004, p. 38)

Administrator respons. Susanne Knöfel
Lead Comm./rapporteur ECON/Wolf KLINZ

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Consideration of 
delegated act

1.3.2012

Adoption JURI 1.3.2012

By letters of 21 December 2011 and of 17 
January 2012, the Commission notified 
Parliament of a delegated act amending 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 809/2004 of 
29 April 20074 implementing the Prospectus 
Directive5.

This delegated act was adopted by the 
Commission on 21 December 2011. The 
Parliament may object to this delegated act 
within three months from the date of 
notification.

The ECON Committee, which was in the lead 
for the latest amendment to the Transparency 
and Prospectus Directives (2009/0132 
(COD)), has asked the Committee on Legal 
Affairs, which was an opinion-giving 
committee in that procedure, for its opinion on 
the delegated act.

JURI will give its opinion in this meeting.

VVOOTTEE
RReeccaasstt ((RRuullee 8877))

13.  THE METHODS AND PROCEDURE FOR 
MAKING AVAILABLE THE TRADITIONAL 
AND GNI-BASED OWN RESOURCES AND 
THE MEASURES TO MEET CASH 
REQUIREMENTS (RECAST)

Procedure 2011/0185(CNS) /

                                               
4 Commission Regulation (EC) No 809/2004 of 29 April 2004 
implementing Directive 2003/71/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council as regards elements related to 
prospectuses and advertisements (OJ L 149, 30.4.2004, p. 3).
5 Directive 2003/71/EC of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 4 November 2003 on the prospectus to be published 
when securities are offered to the public or admitted to trading 
and amending Directive 2001/34/EC (OJ L 345, 31.12.2003, p. 
64).
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COM(2011)0742
Rapporteur Antonio LÓPEZ-ISTÚRIZ 

WHITE
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog
Lead Committee BUDG

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Adoption JURI 1.3.2012

VVOOTTEE
RReeccaasstt ((RRuullee 8877))

14.  MARKETS IN FINANCIAL 
INSTRUMENTS, AND REPEAL OF DIRECTIVE 
2004/39/EC (RECAST) 

Procedure 2011/0298(COD) /
COM(2011)0656

Rapporteur Antonio LÓPEZ-ISTÚRIZ 
WHITE

Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog
Lead Committee ECON

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Adoption JURI 1.3.2012

VVOOTTEE
RReeccaasstt ((RRuullee 8877))

15.  COMMON SYSTEM OF TAXATION 
APPLICABLE TO INTEREST AND ROYALTY 
PAYMENTS MADE BETWEEN ASSOCIATED 
COMPANIES OF DIFFERENT MEMBER 
STATES (RECAST)

Procedure 2011/0314(CNS) /
COM(2011)0714

Rapporteur Antonio LÓPEZ-ISTÚRIZ 
WHITE

Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog
Lead Committee ECON

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Adoption JURI 1.3.2012

VVOOTTEE
RReeccaasstt ((RRuullee 8877))

16.  COMMON RULES FOR THE ALLOCATION 
OF SLOTS AT EUROPEAN UNION AIRPORTS 
(RECAST)

Procedure 2011/0391(COD) /
COM(2011)0827

Rapporteur Antonio LÓPEZ-ISTÚRIZ 
WHITE

Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog
Lead Committee TRAN

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Adoption JURI 1.3.2012

The Consultative Working Party of the three 
Legal Services (European Parliament, 
Commission and Council) examined the 
proposals for recast above and concluded that 
the proposals did not comprise any 
substantive amendments other than those 
identified as such therein or in their opinions. 
The Working Party also concluded, as regards 
the codification of the unchanged provisions of 
the earlier acts with those substantive 
amendments, that the proposals contain a 
straightforward codification of existing texts, 
without any change in their substance. 

Under Rule 87 of the Rules of Procedure, when 
a Commission proposal recasting Union 
legislation is submitted to Parliament, that 
proposal shall be referred to the committee 
responsible for legal affairs and to the 
committee responsible for the subject matter. 

The committee responsible for legal affairs 
shall examine the proposal in accordance with 
the Interinstitutional Agreement of 28 
November 2001 on a more structured use of 
the recasting technique for legal acts and Rule 
87 of the Rules of Procedure with a view to 
verifying that it entails no substantive changes 
other than those identified as such in the 
proposal. 
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17.  STAFF REGULATIONS OF OFFICIALS 
AND CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT OF 
OTHER SERVANTS OF THE EU

Procedure 2011/0455(COD)
Basic doc COM(2011)0890
Legal basis Article 336 TFEU and 

Article 12 of the Protocol 
on the Privileges and 

Immunities of the 
European Union

Rapporteur Dagmar ROTH-
BEHRENDT

Administrator respons. Ewa Wojtowicz
Leticia Zuleta De Reales

Robert Bray
Opinion Comm./
rapporteur

BUDG, CONT, FEMM, 
EMPL

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 25.01.2012
Presentation of draft 
report

1.03.2012

Deadline for amend. 8.03.2012 noon
Exam of amend. 26-27.03.2012
Adoption JURI 26.04.2012

On 29 June 2011 the Commission presented, 
along with the Multiannual Financial 
Framework, a draft proposal to amend the 
Staff Regulations. The draft served as a basis 
for discussions and consultations with various 
stakeholders, including staff representatives. 
Following a final conciliation meeting with 
staff representatives on 16 November 2011, 
the Commission presented on 14 December 
2011 a final proposal amending the Staff 
Regulations and the Conditions of 
Employment of Other Servants of the 
European Union. The proposal aims to reform 
a number of provisions of the Staff Regulations 
relating, in particular, to the method for 
adjusting salaries and pensions, the solidarity 
levy, retirement and pensions, careers, 
conditions of employment, the annual trip 
home and missions, removal costs, and 
agencies. The proposal also aims to reduce 
staff numbers by 5% by 2018.

On 12 July 2011, the JURI committee held an 
exchange of views with Commission Vice-
President Šefčovič on the early draft of the 
proposal. The committee, led by the 
rapporteur, held its first exchange of views on 
the Commission text at its January meeting.  In 
line with the agreed timetable, the rapporteur 
will present the draft report on 1 March. The 
deadline for amendments is to be scheduled 
for 8 March at noon.

The BUDG, CONT and FEMM committees are 
to deliver opinions, while EMPL will provide 
an opinion in the form of a letter.

18.  VOLUNTARY AND UNPAID DONATION 
OF TISSUES AND CELLS

Procedure 2011/2193(INI)
Basic doc COM(2011)0352
Rapporteur Jiří MAŠTÁLKA
Administrator respons. Alexander Keys
Lead Comm./rapporteur ENVI/Marina 

YANNAKOUDAKIS
Draft Opinion 02.02.2012

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Presentation of draft 
opinion

01.03.2012

Deadline for amend. 07.03.2012
Adoption JURI 27.03.2012
Adoption Lead Comm. 29.05.2012
ADOPTION PLENARY 02.07.2012

Parliament has decided to issue an own-
initiative report in response to the 
Commission's Second Report on Voluntary 
and Unpaid Donation of Tissues and Cells.

This is of particular importance to the 
Committee on Legal Affairs, which asked 
Mr Maštálka to draw up the draft opinion. 
Members will be aware that the committee is 
responsible for the ethical aspects of new 
technologies.

The Commission report which Parliament is 
responding to relates to the correct 
application of the ethical principles laid down 
in Article 12 of Directive 2004/23/EC, which 
states that donations of tissues and cells must 
be voluntary and unpaid.

The draft opinion welcomes the fact that the 
Member States have to a very large extent 
given effect to this basic ethical principle, but 
draws attention to certain details which could 
be improved.

The rapporteur has also used this opportunity 
to point out that ethical principles also urge us 
to look at ways of improving supply, for 
example through a Europe-wide system of 
presumed consent to donations.
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At this meeting, the committee will debate the 
draft opinion. The committee may also choose 
to set the deadline for amendments on 
7 March 2012.

19.  AMENDMENT OF THE REGULATION 
(EC) NO 1060/2009 ON CREDIT RATING 
AGENCIES

Procedure 2011/367(COD)
Basic doc COM(2011) 0747
Rapporteur for opinion Cecilia WIKSTRÖM 

(ALDE) 
Administrator respons. Leticia Zuleta De Reales
Lead Comm./rapporteur ECON / Leonardo 

DOMENICI (S&D)

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 25-26.01.2012
Consideration of the 
draft opinion

1.03.2012

Deadline for 
amendments

28.03.2012 noon

Vote in JURI 26.04.2012
Adoption Leading 
Committee

21.05.2012

The financial crisis and the more recent euro 
debt crisis have revealed weaknesses in the 
existing EU regulatory framework for credit 
ratings. This is why, less than one year after 
the entry into force of the Regulation on Credit 
Rating Agencies, the Commission has put 
forward a proposal to amend it. The 
Regulation was already amended in May 2011 
to adapt it to the creation of the European 
Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA).

With this proposal, the Commission is aiming 
for: 

- More transparent and timely sovereign 
ratings: Member States would be rated more 
frequently (every six months rather than 
every 12 months) and investors and Member 
States would be informed of the facts and 
assumptions underlying each rating. To avoid 
market disruption, sovereign ratings should 
only be published after the close of business 
and at least one hour before the opening of 
trading venues in the EU.

- More transparency and less investor reliance 
on ratings: Investors will have to conduct their 
own assessment of the creditworthiness of the 
debt instruments in which they invest. For 
this, they will have access to more information 

from issuers (issuers will have to disclose 
specific information on structured finance 
products on an ongoing basis) and rating 
agencies (e.g. guidance explaining 
methodologies and underlying assumptions 
will be extended from structured finance 
products to all asset classes). 

All regulated financial institutions (banks, 
insurance companies, investment fund 
managers…) will be obliged to make their own 
credit risk assessment without solely or 
mechanically relying on credit ratings.

The European Supervisory Authorities (ESMA, 
EBA and EIOPA) will be required to avoid 
external ratings in their guidelines where 
those would enhance the risk of overreliance 
and to review, and if possible remove, existing 
references. A similar provision is aimed at the 
European Systemic Risk Board (ESRB).

- More diversity and stricter independence of 
credit rating agencies to eliminate conflicts of 
interest: Issuers would have to rotate every 
three years between the agencies that rate 
them. In addition, two ratings from two 
different rating agencies would be required for 
complex structured finance instruments, and a 
major shareholder of a credit rating agency 
should not simultaneously be a major 
shareholder in another credit rating agency.

- Making CRAs more accountable for the 
ratings they provide: A CRA should be liable if 
it infringes, intentionally or with gross 
negligence, the CRA Regulation, thereby 
causing damage to an investor having relied 
on the rating that followed such infringement. 
Such investors should bring their civil liability 
claims before national courts. The burden of 
proof would rest on the credit rating agency.

The rapporteur has focused her draft opinion 
on those issues to which JURI's expertise can 
most usefully contribute

20.  COORDINATION OF LAWS, 
REGULATIONS AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROVISIONS RELATING TO UNDERTAKINGS 
OF COLLECTIVE INVESTMENT IN 
TRANSFERABLE SECURITIES (UCITS) AND 
DIRECTIVE 2011/61/EU ON ALTERNATIVE 
INVESTMENT FUNDS MANAGERS IN 
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RESPECT OF THE EXCESSIVE RELIANCE ON 
CREDIT RATINGS

Procedure 2011/0360(COD)
Basic doc COM(2011) 0746
Rapporteur for opinion Sebastian Valentin BODU 

(EPP) 
Administrator respons. Leticia Zuleta De Reales
Lead Comm./rapporteur ECON / Leonardo 

DOMENICI (S&D)

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Consideration of the 
draft opinion

1.03.2012

Deadline for 
amendments

28.03.2012 noon

Vote in JURI 26.04.2012
Adoption leading 
committee

21.05.2012

This proposal complements the previous one 
on credit rating agencies. In order to reduce 
the risk of over-reliance of managers of UCITS 
and AIFs on credit ratings, the Commission 
proposes to introduce amendments to 
Directive 2009/65/EC on the coordination of 
law, regulations and administrative provisions 
relating to the undertakings for collective 
investment in transferable securities and 
Directive 2011/61/EU on Alternative 
Investment Fund  Managers. 

Managers and investment companies are 
required to not solely or mechanically rely on 
external credit ratings in order to assess the 
creditworthiness of the UCITS or AIF assets. 
External credit ratings may be used as one 
factor among others in this process, but shall 
not prevail.

The rapporteur supports the Commission's 
proposal and calls on the leading committee to 
adopt it without amendments.

21.  CONSUMER PROGRAMME 2014-2020

Procedure 2011/0340(COD)
Basic doc COM(2011)0707
Impact assessment SEC(2011)1320

SEC(2011)1321
Legal basis Article 169 TFEU
Rapporteur Cecilia  WIKSTRÖM
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog
Lead Comm./rapporteur IMCO/Robert 

ROCHEFORT
Opinion Comm./
rapporteur

BUDG/José Manuel 
FERNANDES

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 01.03.2012
Consideration of draft 
report

25.04.2012

Deadline for 
amendments

08.05.2012

Adoption JURI 31.05.2012
Adoption Lead Comm. June 2012

In the Communication "A budget for Europe 
2020" (COM(2011)0500), the Commission 
allocated EUR 197 million at current prices to 
the Consumer Programme for the period 
2014-2020, to succeed the 2007-2013 
Programme of Community Action in the field 
of consumer action.

The general objective of the new programme 
is to "place the empowered consumer at the 
centre of the single market", with a focus on 
safety, information and education, rights and 
redress and enforcement of consumer rights. 
The Commission stresses four main changes 
compared to the preceding programme: 1. a 
greater focus on enforcement, 2. increased EU 
co-financing for the European Consumer 
Centres, 3. the introduction of online dispute 
resolution platforms, and 4. the revamping of 
education tools.

The Commission made a presentation of its 
proposal and the impact assessment at the 
IMCO meeting on 6 February 2012.

At this meeting the rapporteur, Ms Cecilia 
Wikström, will present the proposal and a first 
exchange of views will take place.
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HEARING

See programme in the annex

22.  COMMON EUROPEAN SALES LAW

Procedure 2011/0284 (COD)
Basic doc COM (2011)0635
Legal basis Article 114 TFEU
Rapporteur Klaus-Heiner LEHNE
Administrator respons. Susanne Knöfel
Opinion Comm./
rapporteur

IMCO/Evelyne 
GEBHARDT, Hans-Peter 

MAYER, ECON/Marianne 
THYSSEN

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 22.11.2011
Hearing 1.3.2012

The initiative on European Contract Law 
which seeks to address internal market 
problems created by diverging bodies of 
contract law has been under discussion for 
many years, with the European Parliament 
most recently reacting to the Commission's 
Green Paper of 1 July 2010 (COM(2010)0348) 
in its resolution of 8 June 2011 on policy 
options for progress towards a European 
Contract Law for consumers and businesses 
(2011/2013(INI)).

On 11 October 2011, the Commission 
presented a proposal for a Common European 
Sales Law. The overall objective of the 
proposal is to improve the functioning of the 
internal market and to facilitate trade by 
offering a single set of rules in Member States 
for cross-border contracts. The proposal puts 
forward, in the form of a Regulation, a set of 
contract law rules which is intended to be self-
standing and to co-exist, within each Member 
State's national law, alongside the pre-existing 
rules of national contract law, as a second 
contract law regime which is identical 
throughout the EU.

The Common European Sales Law is proposed 
as an optional instrument for contracts within 
is personal and material scope, i.e. for cross-
border contracts on sales, supply of digital 
content as well as related services in B2B and 
B2C relations. In B2B trade the new regime is 
proposed for use only if one of the parties is an 
SME. Parties would have to agree on the use of 
the Common Sales Law; in B2C relations, 
explicit consent would be required and the 
consumer would receive a standard 
information notice summarising the main 
features of the Common European Sales Law. 
Member States could opt to also apply the 
Common Sales Law to domestic transactions 
and B2B transactions which do not involve an 
SME. The Commission further aims to set up a 
database for the exchange of information on 
final judgments within Member States.

In its Annex, the proposed regulation contains 
a set of rules which follows the life-cycle of a 
contract, including provisions on making a 
binding contract, assessing what is in the 
contract, obligation and remedies of the 
parties, damages and interest, restitution and 
prescription. To prepare the proposed rules, 
an expert group established by the 
Commission delivered, on 3 May 2011, a 
feasibility study on a future initiative on 
European contract law, and informal 
consultations with stakeholders were held.

In the accompanying communication 
(COM(2011)0636), the Commission commits 
itself to setting up, as a flanking measure, a 
Group of Experts in order to develop 
‘European model contract terms’.

The JURI committee held a first exchange of 
views on the proposal with Commissioner 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/JURI/events.html
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Viviane Reding on 21 November 2011. In this 
meeting, JURI will be holding a hearing on 
some fundamental questions raised by the 
Commission's proposal for a Common 
European Sales Law, in particular how it 
should function within the existing legal 
framework and whether its coverage and 
content meet the needs of its users. Speakers 
include representatives of business and 
consumers, practitioners and academics. The 
hearing, which will mark the beginning of the
committee's work on this file, will be the first 
of a number of hearings and workshops.

23.  ONLINE DISPUTE RESOLUTION FOR 
CONSUMER DISPUTES (REGULATION ON 
CONSUMER ODR)

Procedure 2011/0374 (COD)
Basic doc COM(2011)0794
Legal basis Article 114 TFEU
Rapporteur Luigi BERLINGUER
Administrator respons. Susanne Knöfel
Lead Comm./rapporteur IMCO/Róza GRÄFIN VON 

THUN UND HOHENSTEIN

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 1.3.2012
Consideration of draft 
opinion

26./27.3.2012

Deadline for amend. 29.3.2012, noon
Adoption JURI 26.4.2012
Adoption Lead Comm. 30.5.2012
ADOPTION PLENARY July 2012 (tbc)

The Commission proposed a regulation on 
online dispute  resolution for consumer 
disputes on 29 November 2011, together with 
a Directive on consumer alternative dispute 
resolution (see item 24).

The Commission puts the two proposals on 
ADR and ODR in the context of efforts to 
improve the functioning of the retail Internal 
Market, in particular by enhancing consumer 
redress linked to cross-border e-commerce 
transactions.

The idea behind the proposal on ODR is to 
create a single EU-wide online platform for 
consumers who make online purchases from 
another EU Member State and traders to 
resolve their contractual disputes online. The 
ODR platform will provide an interactive 
website which will be accessible in all EU 

languages and free of charge for users. It will 
be linked electronically to the national ADR 
entities and help identify the competent ADR 
body for a given dispute. Consumers and 
traders will be able to submit their complaints 
via an electronic complaint form. The platform 
will check if a complaint can be processed and 
seek the agreement of the parties to transmit 
it to the ADR scheme which is competent to 
deal with the dispute. Furthermore, a network 
of online dispute resolution facilitators will be 
established which will provide support for the 
resolution of disputes submitted via the ODR 
platform.

The proposed ODR regulation was mentioned 
in the statement of the Members of the 
European Council of 30 January 2012 
"Towards growth-friendly consolidation and 
job-friendly growth" as one of the proposals 
having the greatest growth potential, which 
should be agreed by June 2012.

In this meeting, the Legal Affairs Committee 
will hold its first exchange of views on the file, 
with a view to the presentation of the draft 
opinion at the next meeting. 

24.  ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
FOR CONSUMER DISPUTES AND AMENDING 
REGULATION (EC) NO 2006/2004 AND 
DIRECTIVE 2009/22/EC (DIRECTIVE ON 
CONSUMER ADR)

Procedure 2011/0373 (COD)
Basic doc COM(2011)0793
Legal basis Article 114 TFEU
Rapporteur Cristian Silviu BUŞOI
Administrator respons. Susanne Knöfel
Lead Comm./rapporteur IMCO/Louis GRECH

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 1.3.2012
Consideration of draft 
opinion

26./27.3.2012

Deadline for amend. 29.3.2012, noon
Adoption JURI 26.4.2012
Adoption Lead Comm. 30.5.2012
ADOPTION PLENARY July 2012 (tbc)

The Commission submitted its proposal for a 
directive on alternative dispute resolution for 
consumer disputes on 29 November 2011, 
together with the proposal for a regulation on 
consumer online dispute resolution (see item 
23.).
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The benefit provided by ADR is connected 
with the basic issue of access to justice faced 
by European businesses and citizens, owing to 
the increasing number of disputes, lengthy 
and costly proceedings, and the technical 
obscurity of legislation which is becoming 
more and more difficult for the "average user". 
ADR is of particular relevance to cross-border 
disputes.

Certain measures already exist at EU level, 
such as Commission Recommendation 
98/257/EC of 30 March 1998 on the 
principles applicable to the bodies responsible 
for the out-of-court settlement of consumer 
disputes. There is also the European Extra-
Judicial Network, FIN-Net and Directive 
2008/52/EC of the European Parliament and 
of the Council of 21 May 2008 on certain 
aspects of mediation in civil and commercial 
matters. Parliament has repeatedly given its 
support to ADR, most recently in its resolution 
of 25 October 2011 on alternative dispute 
resolution in civil, commercial and family 
matters (2011/2117(INI)) which was a 
response to last year's Commission 
consultation paper.

The Commission explains that the aim of this 
proposed Directive is to eliminate gaps in ADR 
coverage and ensure that quality, out-of-court 
entities exist to deal with any contractual 
dispute between a consumer and a business. 
The proposed Directive establishes general 
principles for ADR which all ADR entities will 
need to respect, including suitable 
qualifications, impartiality, transparency, 
effectiveness, and fairness. Compliance with 
these principles will be monitored by national 
authorities. Furthermore, traders will be 
required, under the proposal, to provide 
consumers with relevant and complete 
information about the relevant ADR entities 
available.

In this meeting, the Legal Affairs Committee –
which will be associated with the leading 
IMCO Committee on this file under Rule 50 –
will hold an exchange of views in preparation 
for its opinion which is to be presented at the 
next meeting.

25.  ONLINE DISTRIBUTION OF 
AUDIOVISUAL WORKS IN THE EU

Procedure 2011/2313(INI)
Basic docs COM(2011)0427
Rapporteur Piotr BORYS
Administrator respons. Ewa Wojtowicz
Main committee CULT

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 1.03.2012
Consideration of draft 
opinion

26.03.2012

Deadline for 
amendments

30.03.2012

Adoption JURI 26.04.2012
Adoption main 
committee 29.05.2012

The CULT committee is drawing up an own-
initiative report concerning the online 
distribution of audiovisual works in the EU. 
JURI will give its opinion to this report, in 
which it will base itself on the Commission's 
Green Paper of 13 July 2011 on the online 
distribution of audiovisual works in the 
European Union: opportunities and challenges 
towards a digital single market 
(COM(2011)0427 final).

The Green Paper was published in the context 
of the Commission's Intellectual Property 
Rights Strategy presented on 24 May 2011 
(Communication on a Single Market for 
Intellectual Property Rights). It addresses 
important copyright issues, including the 
rights-clearance system for cross-border 
online audiovisual works, specific rights (such 
as the making-available right or the 
reproduction right), the copyright licensing of 
multi-territorial and pan-European services 
and right holders' remuneration for online 
exploitation. Furthermore, it aims to initiate a 
discussion on aspects such as the level of 
protection of right holders and the need for 
further copyright harmonisation in the EU 
(including questions concerning the 
advantages and disadvantages of creating a 
comprehensive unitary European Copyright 
Code, the possibility of introducing an optional 
unitary copyright title based on Article 118 
TFEU, and the characteristics of such a title). 
In this context, it also touches upon the 
question of copyright territoriality. It also 
raises questions concerning the rules on 
authorship and first ownership, which have 
been only partially harmonised at EU level, 
and the scope of rights transfers (including 
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legal succession), which differ between 
Member States.  Lastly, it considers the 
adequacy of the copyright framework for 
addressing the needs of persons with 
disabilities who wish to access audiovisual 
works. 

At this meeting, the rapporteur will lead an 
exchange of views concerning the Green Paper 
and the draft opinion.

IN CAMERA

26.  DISPUTES INVOLVING PARLIAMENT 
(Rule 128)

Procedure Rule 128(4)
Standing rapporteur Klaus-Heiner LEHNE
Administrators 
responsible

Pasquale Ciuffreda /
Susanne Knöfel

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 1.3.2012
Adoption JURI 1.3.2012

The Committee will discuss in camera the 
possible intervention of Parliament in an 
action by the Commission against the Council 
before the Court of Justice seeking annulment 
of Decision 2011/708/EU of 16 June 2011 on 
the signing and provisional application of the 
Air Transport Agreement between the United 
States, the European Union and Member 
States, Iceland and Norway as well as the 
accompanying ancillary agreement6. 
                                               
6 Decision 2011/708/EU of the Council and the representatives 
of the governments of the Member States of the European 
Union, meeting within the Council of 16 June 2011 on the 
signing, on behalf of the Union, and provisional application of 
the Air Transport Agreement between the United States of 
America, of the first part, the European Union and its Member 
States, of the second part, Iceland, of the third part, and the 
Kingdom of Norway, of the fourth part; and on the signing, on 
behalf of the Union, and provisional application of the Ancillary 
Agreement between the European Union and its Member States, 
of the first part, Iceland, of the second part, and the Kingdom of 
Norway, of the third part, on the application of the Air Transport 
Agreement between the United States of America, of the first 
part, the European Union and its Member States, of the second 

The Committee is called upon to decide 
whether to recommend to the President under 
Rule 128(4) that Parliament should intervene
in the proceedings.

The Committee will also decide in camera 
whether to recommend to the President under 
Rule 128 (4) that Parliament should intervene 
in Case C-63/12 Commission v Council and in 
Case C-66/12  Council v Commission.

The possible intervention of Parliament before 
the Court of Justice concerns the annulment of 
Decision 2011/866/EU adjusting with effect 
from 01 July 2011 the remuneration and 
pensions of officials and other servants and 
the correction coefficients applied thereto (OJ 
L 341/54 of 22 December 2011).

IN CAMERA

27.  VERIFICATION OF CREDENTIALS
(Rule 3)

Rapporteur Klaus-Heiner LEHNE
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 01.03.2012
Adoption JURI 01.03.2012

The President has announced to the plenary 
that the competent national authorities have 
given notice of the appointment of the 
following as Members of the European 
Parliament, with effect from the dates shown 
below:

Mr Nikos CHRYSOGELOS, (to replace Mr 
Michail Tremopoulos), as from 2 February
2012;

Mr Phil BENNION, (to replace Mrs Elizabeth 
Lynne), as from 6 February 2012.

                                                                       
part, Iceland, of the third part, and the Kingdom of Norway, of 
the fourth part (OJ L 283, 29.10.2011, p. 1).
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According to Rule 3 of the Rules of Procedure, 
on the basis of a report by the JURI Committee, 
Parliament shall verify the credentials without 
delay and rule on the validity of the mandate 
of each of its newly elected Members. 
Parliament will also rule on any dispute 
referred to it pursuant to the provisions of the 
Act of 20 September 1976, except those based 
on national electoral laws.  It is not possible to 
confirm the validity of the mandate of a 
Member unless the written declarations 
required on the basis of Article 7 of the Act of 
20 September 1976 and Annex I to the Rules 
have been made. Until such time as a 
Member's credentials have been verified or a 
ruling has been given on any dispute, the 
Member shall take his seat in Parliament and 
on its bodies and shall enjoy all the rights 
attaching thereto.

IN CAMERA

28.  REQUEST FOR THE WAIVER OF MS 
KRISZTINA MORVAI’S PARLIAMENTARY 
IMMUNITY

Procedure 2010/2285(IMM)
Rapporteur Eva LICHTENBERGER
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Hearing 11.04.2011
Exchange of views 25.01.2012
Adoption JURI 01.03.2012

At the sitting of 24 November 2010 the 
President announced, under Rule 6(2) of the 
Rules of Procedure, that he had received a 
letter from the Pest Central District Court on 
13 October 2010 requesting the waiver of the 
parliamentary immunity of Mrs Krisztina 
Morvai. The President referred the request to 
the Committee on Legal Affairs under Rule 
6(2). 

Parliament's rules provide that "the Member 
concerned shall be given an opportunity to be 
heard" (Rule 7(3) of the Rules of Procedure). 

A hearing with Mrs Morvai took place at the 
meeting of 11 April 2011. Following that 
hearing, the Committee decided to request 
further information from Pest Central District 
Court in accordance with Rule 7(3).

The Committee received a reply from Pest 
Central District Court on 19 December 2011 
and held an exchange of views at its meeting 
on 25 January 2012.

At this meeting the Committee will vote on the 
draft report.

29.  Rule 38a: SUBSIDIARITY

Since 25 January 2012 Parliament has 
received the following reasoned opinions 
from National Parliaments raising 
concerns about subsidiarity:

Reasoned opinion
by the Polish Senate on the proposal for a regulation of 
the European Parliament and of the Council on the 
European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (2014 -
2020)
(COM(2011)0608 –C7-0319/2011– 2011/0269(COD))
by the French Senate  on the proposal for a Regulation 
of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
Union guidelines for the development of the Trans-
European Transport Network
(COM(2011)0650 –C7-0375/2011– 2011/0294(COD))
by the Riksdag of the Kingdom of Sweden on the 
proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament 
and of the Council amending Directive 2006/43/EC on 
statutory audits of annual accounts and consolidated 
accounts and on the proposal for a Regulation of the 
European Parliament and of the Council on specific 
requirements regarding statutory audit of public-
interest entities
(COM(2011)0778 –C7-0461/2011– 2011/0389(COD))
(COM(2011)0779 –C7-0470/2011– 2011/0359(COD))
by the Slovakian Parliament on the proposal for a 
Regulation of the European Parliament and of the 
Council on specific requirements regarding statutory 
audit of public-interest entities
(COM(2011)0779 –C7-0470/2011– 2011/0359(COD))
by the Bundesrat of the Federal Republic of Germany 
on the proposal for a directive of the European 
Parliament and of the Council on alternative dispute 
resolution for consumer disputes and amending 
Regulation (EC) No 2006/2004 and Directive 
2009/22/EC (Directive on consumer ADR)
(COM(2011)0793 –C7-0454/2011– 2011/0373(COD))
by the Senate of the Netherlands on the proposal for a 
directive of the European Parliament and of the 
Council on alternative dispute resolution for consumer 
disputes and amending Regulation (EC) No 
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2006/2004 and Directive 2009/22/EC (Directive on 
consumer ADR)
(COM(2011)0793 –C7-0454/2011– 2011/0373(COD))
by the French Senate  on the proposal for a regulation 
of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
common provisions for monitoring and assessing draft 
budgetary plans and ensuring the correction of 
excessive deficit of the Member States in the euro area
(COM(2011)0821 –C7-0448/2011– 2011/0386(COD))
by the Riksdag of the Kingdom of Sweden on the 
proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament 
and of the Council on common provisions for 
monitoring and assessing draft budgetary plans and 
ensuring the correction of excessive deficit of the 
Member States in the euro area
(COM(2011)0821 –C7-0448/2011– 2011/0386(COD))
by the Chamber of Deputies of Grand Duchy of 
Luxembourg on the proposal for a Regulation of the 
European Parliament and of the Council on 
groundhandling services at Union airports and 
repealing Council Directive 96/67/EC
(COM(2011)0824 –C7-0457/2011– 2011/0397(COD))
by the French Senate on the proposal for a Regulation 
of the European Parliament and of the Council on the 
establishment of rules and procedures with regard to 
the introduction of noise-related operating 
restrictions at Union airports within a Balanced 
Approach and repealing Directive 2002/30/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council
(COM(2011)0828 –C7-0456/2011– 2011/0398(COD))
by the Dutch House of Representatives on the 
proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament 
and of the Council on the establishment of rules and 
procedures with regard to the introduction of noise-
related operating restrictions at Union airports within 
a Balanced Approach and repealing 
Directive 2002/30/EC of the European Parliament and 
of the Council
(COM(2011)0828 –C7-0456/2011– 2011/0398(COD))
by the German Bundesrat on the proposal for a 
Regulation of the European Parliament and of the 
Council on the establishment of rules and procedures 
with regard to the introduction of noise-related 
operating restrictions at Union airports within a 
Balanced Approach and repealing 
Directive 2002/30/EC of the European Parliament and 
of the Council
(COM(2011)0828 –C7-0456/2011– 2011/0398(COD))
by the Riksdag of the Kingdom of Sweden on the 
proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament 
and of the Council establishing a Programme for the 
Competitiveness of Enterprises and small and 
medium-sized enterprises (2014 - 2020)
(COM(2011)0834 –C7-0463/2011– 2011/0394(COD))
by the Riksdag of the Kingdom of Sweden on the 
proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament 
and of the Council Amending Directive 2003/98/EC on 
re-use of public sector information
(COM(2011)0877 –C7-0502/2011– 2011/0430(COD))
by the Austrian Bundesrat on the proposal for a 
Directive of the European Parliament and of the 
Council on the award of concession contracts
(COM(2011)0897 –C7-0004/2012– 2011/0437(COD))

30.  DECISIONS REGARDING THE 
PROPERTY CONSEQUENCES OF 
REGISTERED PARTNERSHIPS

Procedure 2011/0060 (CNS)
Basic doc COM(2011)0127
Rapporteur Alexandra THEIN
Administrator respons. Susanne Knöfel
Opinion Comm./
rapporteur

LIBE/Michael CASHMAN
FEMM/

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 21.06.2011
Consideration of 
working document

21.11.2011

Consideration of 
request to Fundamental 
Rights Agency

1.3.2012

On 16 March 2011, the Commission adopted a 
proposal for a Council Regulation on 
jurisdiction, applicable law and the 
recognition and enforcement of decisions 
regarding the property consequences of 
registered partnerships (COM(2011)0127 -
2011/0060 (CNS)), and a parallel proposal for 
a Council Regulation on jurisdiction, 
applicable law and the recognition and 
enforcement of decisions in matters of 
matrimonial property regimes 
(COM(2011)0126 - 2011/0059 (CNS)). 

The proposals contain provisions on 
applicable law, jurisdiction, recognition, 
enforceability and enforcement. The 
Commission has justified the submission of 
two separate proposals by referring to the 
distinct features of marriage and registered 
partnerships.

In this meeting, the Committee will examine, 
at the request of the rapporteur, the question 
of whether to ask the European Union Agency 
for Fundamental Rights for an opinion on the 
fundamental rights issues connected with the 
proposal, against the background of the 
Charter of Fundamental Rights and in 
particular Articles 20 and 21 thereof.
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31.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 
Legal basis (Rule 37)
European Refugee Fund

Procedure Rule 37
Rapporteur Kurt LECHNER
Administrator respons. Susanne Knöfel
Lead Comm./rapporteur LIBE/Rui TAVARES

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Consideration of a legal 
basis

1.3.2012

Adoption JURI 1.3.2012

On 2 September 2009, the Commission 
proposed a Decision amending Decision No 
573/2007/EC establishing the European 
Refugee Fund for the period 2008 to 2013 as 
part of the General programme "Solidarity and 
Management of Migration Flows" (COM 
(2009)0456) on the basis of Article 63(2)(b) 
of the EC Treaty. Parliament adopted its 
position in first reading on 18 May 2010. In 
Parliament's first reading position, Articles 78 
and 90 TFEU are mentioned as the legal basis. 

In the light of negotiations with Council and 
pursuant to Rule 37 of the Rules of Procedure, 
LIBE asked the Committee on Legal Affairs, by 
letter of 27 February 2012, to give its opinion 
on whether the deletion of Article 80 TFEU is 
appropriate.

32. DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING

Brussels

Monday 26 March 2012
3:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday 27 March 2012
9:00 a.m. to 12:30 a.m.
3:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

The library website provides direct access to many documents and sources related to the work of the 
JURI committee:

 Legal affairs policy area page

 Case law portal

 Upcoming conferences and seminars

 Useful databases

To learn more about the use of these pages and databases, register for a training.
In addition a team of information specialists is always available to help you with specific requests. Do 
not hesitate to ask the library.

****

LIBRARY NEWS

http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/search.form?src=0
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAreaPosts.form?policyAreaId=23
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/rep/05-LegalandInstitutionalaffairs/05-02-LegalAffairs/Case-law/lega-page-intro.htm
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAreaPostDetail.form?selectedCategoryId=103&postId=29825&policyAreaId=23
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/cmsContent.form?pageId=104
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/infosession.form
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/ems.form
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ANNEX

Programme for the public hearing 

"The proposal for a Common European Sales Law: some fundamental 
questions"

Brussels - 1.3.2012 - Room Jószef Antall (JAN) 6Q2
15.00 Opening by Klaus-Heiner Lehne - Chair of the Committee on Legal Affairs and 

rapporteur for the Common European Sales law

15.00 - 15.45 The proposal for a Common European Sales Law - how should it function within 
the existing legal framework?
 Relationship between the proposal and rules of private international law
 Interplay with national substantive laws and existing international and 

European instruments

15.00 - 15.10 David Hertzell, Law Commissioner for commercial and common 
law
Professor Hector MacQueen, Scottish Law Commissioner

15.10 - 15.20 Professor Dr. Stefan Leible, University of Bayreuth

15.20 - 15.30 Professor Carlo Castronovo, Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, 
Milan

15.30 - 15.45 Q & A

15.45 - 16.40 The proposal for a Common European Sales Law - do its coverage and content 
meet the needs of its users?

15.45 - 15.55 Tina Sommer, Chairman for International Affairs, Federation of 
Small Businesses, UK

15.55 - 16.05 Dr. Marc Zgaga (German Federation of Buying and Marketing 
Groups), Union of Groups of Independent Retailers of Europe

16.05 - 16.15 Bob Schmitz, consumer expert in the Commission Expert Group on 
a Common Frame of Reference in the area of European contract law

16.15 - 16.25 Marc Frilet, Frilet Société d'Avocats

16.25 - 16.40 Q & A

16.40 - 16.45 Summing up by Klaus-Heiner Lehne - Chair of the Committee on Legal Affairs and 
rapporteur for the Common European Sales law
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