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AT THIS MEETING, the Committee will start 
by debating the implications of the Opinion 
issued by the Court of Justice on 8 March in 
which it concluded that the envisaged 
agreement creating a unified patent litigation 
system was not compatible with the 
provisions of the TEU and TFEU.

The Committee will also hold an exchange of 
views with Vice-President Reding as part of its 
structured dialogue with the Commission on 
its legislative programme, covering among 
other topics, the Commission's forthcoming 
Communication on judicial training. 

The Committee will also hear António 
Campinos, President of the Office for 
Harmonisation in the Internal Market, on the 
question of the forthcoming review of the EU 
trademark system.

Members will debate the 80 amendments 
tabled to Angelika Niebler's draft report on 
Guaranteeing Independent Impact 
Assessments and hear the conclusions of a 
study the committee has commissioned on the 
issue. Turning to the subject of European 
contract law, Diana Wallis will lead an 
exchange of views on the 131 amendments 
tabled to her draft report.

THIS IS NEW
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1.  ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT AGENDA

2.  ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CHAIRMAN

Coordinators propose to appoint:

- Mr ZWIEFKA (EPP) as rapporteur for 
"Proposal for a Regulation of the European 
Parliament and of the Council on jurisdiction 
and the recognition and enforcement of 
judgments in civil and commercial matters 
(Recast) - Brussels I";

-  The Chair as rapporteur  for "Coordination 
of safeguards required of companies within 
the meaning of the second paragraph of Article 
54 of the TFEU (Recast)";

-  Ms CASTEX (S&D) as rapporteur for opinion
for "Communication from the Commission to 
the European Parliament, the Council, the 
Economic and Social Committee and the 
Committee of the Regions - A comprehensive 
approach on personal data protection in the 
European Union";

- Mr STOYANOV (NI) as rapporteur for opinion
for "Proposal for a Directive of the European 
Parliament and of the Council amending 
Directives 2003/71/EC and 2009/138/EC in 
respect of the powers of the European 
Insurance and Occupational Pensions 
Authority and the European Securities and 
Markets Authority".

3.  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF 
THE MEETING OF:

 28 February 2011

4. OPINION OF THE COURT OF JUSTICE OF 
THE EUROPEAN UNION CONCERNING THE 
PROPOSED AGREEMENT FOR A UNIFIED 
PATENT LITIGATION SYSTEM

The EP Juriconsult Mr Pennera will present 
the opinion of the ECJ followed by an exchange 
of views with the Commission represented by 
Mrs Fröhlinger, Director in DG MARKT.

5. GUARANTEEING INDEPENDENT IMPACT 
ASSESSMENTS

Procedure 2010/2016(INI)
Rapporteur Angelika NIEBLER
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog
Opinion Comm./
rapporteur

IMCO / Barbara WEILER,
ENVI / Martin CALLANAN,

ECON / Derk Jan EPPINK,
ITRE / Giles CHICHESTER,

REGI, BUDG.
Draft Report PE454.384v02-00
Working document PE442.950v02-00

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

First exchange of views 22/23.03.2010
Presentation of working 
document

23.06.2010

Mini-hearing 27.10.2010
Presentation of draft 
report and exchange of 
views

02.12.2010

Consideration of draft 
report

27.01.2011

Deadline for amend. 02.03.2011
Consideration of 
amendments

22.03.2011

Adoption JURI April 2011
ADOPTION PLENARY May 2011

This initiative report concerns an issue which 
was raised by the Legal Affairs Committee in a 
number of reports, on the basis of which 
Parliament has repeatedly asked for 'external, 
independent scrutiny of the conduct of impact 
assessments'. In 2006 the President of the 
Commission set up an Impact Assessment 
Board (IAB) under his authority to assess the 
quality of impact assessments drafted by its 
services, but the Commission is opposed to the 
very idea of external scrutiny. Parliament 
expressed its support for the setting-up of the 
IAB, but considered that its being situated 
inside the Commission was at odds with the 
requirement of independence.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ORDINARY MEETING OF 21-22 MARCH 2011
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The present report aims to analyse various 
options which could satisfy Parliament's 
requirements. The Rapporteur, Angelika 
NIEBLER, already presented a working 
document in June 2010 and discussed the U.S. 
approach to impact assessment during the 
JURI Delegation to Washington D.C. in 
September 2010. Furthermore, in October 
2010 a presentation was made by Ms Mariell 
Juhlin and Mr Paweł Janowski from Matrix 
Insight of the interim results of a comparative 
study that has been commissioned by the 
Committee and which will be concluded in 
early March 2011. A first exchange of view on 
the draft report was held in December 2010 
and an exchange of views was held with 
Commissioner Šefčovič at the JURI meeting on 
20 January 2011, where the draft report was 
also considered.

Consideration of the amendments tabled on 
the draft report will take place on Tuesday, 22 
March (See item 17).

At this meeting, Matrix Insight will present the 
conclusions and recommendations of their 
study. 

6. JURISDICTION, APPLICABLE LAW, 
RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF 
DECISIONS AND AUTHENTIC INSTRUMENTS 
IN MATTERS OF SUCCESSION AND THE 
CREATION OF A EUROPEAN CERTIFICATE 
OF SUCCESSION

Procedure COD/2009/0157
Basic doc COM(2009)0154
Legal basis Art. 81 TFEU
Rapporteur Kurt LECHNER
Administrator respons. Robert Bray,Edouard 

Dirrig,Suzanne Knöfel, 
Luana Piciarca

Opinion Comm./
rapporteur

LIBE 

Draft Report 21.03.2011

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 2-3.12.09, 28.01.10, 
29.04.10, 1.12.10,21.03.11

On 16 November 2006, Parliament adopted a 
legislative initiative on succession and wills in 
response to a Green Paper presented by the 
Commission on 1 March 2005 
(COM(2005)0065).  The rapporteur at that 

time was Giuseppe Gargani, the then Chair of 
the Legal Affairs Committee.

The Commission has now come out with a 
proposal for a regulation, to be dealt with 
under the ordinary legislative procedure. 

According to the proposal, the smooth 
functioning of the internal market should be 
facilitated by removing the obstacles to the 
free movement of persons who currently face 
difficulties asserting their rights in the context 
of an international succession. In the 
European area of justice, citizens must be able 
to organise their succession in advance. The 
rights of heirs and/or legatees, other persons 
linked to the deceased and creditors of the 
succession must be effectively guaranteed.

In order to achieve these objectives, the 
proposed regulation contains provisions on 
jurisdiction, applicable law, the recognition 
and enforcement of decisions and authentic 
instruments and the creation of a European 
Certificate of Succession. 

The scope of the proposed regulation includes 
all questions arising in civil law in connection 
with succession to the estates of deceased 
persons, namely all forms of transfer of 
property as a result of death, be it by 
voluntary transfer, transfer in accordance with 
a will or an agreement as to succession, or a 
legal transfer of property as a result of death. 

It should be noted that Denmark will not 
participate in the adoption of this instrument 
and Ireland and the United Kingdom have 
notified their intention not to participate in 
the adoption of the regulation at this time.

So far, the rapporteur has presented a working 
document, a workshop has been held, opinions 
have been received from national parliaments 
and a series of meetings have been held 
between the rapporteur and the shadow 
rapporteurs, the Presidency and the 
Commission. At a recent meeting, Professor 
Etienne Pataut of the Ecole de droit de la 
Sorbonne (Paris 1) presented a study on the 
public policy clause in the proposal for a 
regulation, which had been commissioned by 
the committee's Policy Unit (official 
responsible: Roberta Panizza). 
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At this meeting, the rapporteur, Kurt Lechner, 
will present his draft report and a new 
working document, and a deadline for 
amendments will be set.  The rapporteur will 
also set out his approach to continuation of the 
legislative work and propose that he and a 
negotiating team (the shadow rapporteurs) be 
given a mandate to attempt to negotiate a 
first-reading agreement in accordance with 
the code of conduct for negotiating in the 
context of co-decision procedures (Annex XXI 
to the Rules of Procedure).  The rapporteur 
will set out his proposal for a mandate in the 
course of the meeting. 

7. AUDIT POLICY - LESSONS FROM THE 
CRISIS

Procedure 2011/2006(INI)
Basic doc COM(2010) 0561
Rapporteur Antonio MASIP HIDALGO 

(S&D) 
Administrator respons. Leticia Zuleta De Reales
Associated Comm./
draftsperson

ECON/ Kay SWINBURNE 
(ECR)   

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 26.01.2011
Draft report 21.03.2011
Deadline for amend. 28.03.2011
Exam of amend. 11.04.2011
Adoption JURI 23.05.2011
ADOPTION PLENARY JUNE II

On 13 October 2001 the Commission 
published a Green Paper on Audit policy: 
Lessons from the crisis (COM(2010) 561 
final).

With this Green paper the Commission intends 
to open a debate on the role of the auditor, the 
governance and the independence of audit 
firms, the supervision of auditors, the 
configuration of the audit market, the creation 
of a single market for the provision of audit 
services, the simplification of rules for Small 
and Medium Sized Enterprises (SMEs) and 
Practitioners (SMPs) and the international co-
operation for the supervision of global audit 
networks. 

In 2008, the Doorn report (2008/2247(INI)) 
from the Legal Affairs Committee on the 
implementation of Directive 2006/43/EC on 
statutory audits of annual accounts and 
consolidated accounts addressed some of 
these questions.

Since then, the fact that numerous banks 
revealed huge losses from 2007 to 2009 on the 
positions they had held both on and off 
balance sheet has raised not only the question 
of how auditors could give clean audit reports 
to their clients for those periods but also of the 
suitability and adequacy of the current 
legislative framework. It has thus seemed 
appropriate that both the role of the audit as 
well as the scope of audit are further discussed 
and scrutinised in the general context of 
financial market regulatory reform.

The Legal Affairs Committee has agreed to 
work with the Committee on Economic and 
Monetary Affairs under Rule 50 of the Rules of 
Procedure. Through its opinion, the ECON
Committee will contribute to the report with 
its expertise on issues related to supervision 
and those specific issues related to 
systemically relevant financial institutions.

At this meeting, the rapporteur will present 
his draft report.

8. POLICY OPTIONS FOR PROGRESS 
TOWARDS A EUROPEAN CONTRACT LAW 
FOR CONSUMERS AND BUSINESSES

Procedure 2011/2013 (INI)
Basic doc COM (2010)0348
Rapporteur Diana WALLIS
Administrator respons. Susanne Knöfel
Opinion Comm./
rapporteur

IMCO/Hans-Peter MAYER
(associated committee)

ECON/Sirpa 
PIETIKÄINEN

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 2.12.2010
Consideration of draft 
report

26.1.2011

Deadline for amend. 3.3.2011
Exam of amend. 21./22.3.2011
Adoption JURI 11./12.4.2011
ADOPTION PLENARY May 2011

The Commission published its Green Paper on 
policy options for progress towards a 
European Contract Law for consumers and 
businesses (COM (2010) 0348) on 1 July 2010. 
In this Green Paper, the Commission sets out a 
number of options on how to make progress in 
the area of European Contract Law with a view 
to strengthening the internal market, and 
launches a public consultation on them. In 
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particular, the Commission has identified 
several options in respect of the legal nature, 
the scope of application and the substantive
scope of a possible instrument. Depending on 
the evaluation of the results of the 
consultation, the Commission is prepared to 
propose further action.

With regard to the issue of European Contract 
Law, the committee last held a workshop on 
one or more optional instruments for 
European Contract Law on 29 April 2010 as 
well as a workshop on an optional instrument 
for EU contract law in the framework of an 
interparliamentary committee meeting on 27 
October 2010.

After a first exchange of views on the Green 
Paper on 2 December 2010, the rapporteur 
presented the draft report on 26 January 
2011. At this meeting, a consideration of 
amendments will take place.

9. THE EU COUNTER-TERRORISM POLICY: 
MAIN ACHIEVEMENTS AND FUTURE 
CHALLENGES

Procedure 2010/2311(INI)
Basic doc COM(2010)0386
Rapporteur for opinion Luis DE GRANDES 

PASCUAL 
Administrator respons. Edouard Dirrig
Lead Comm./rapporteur LIBE / Sophia In 'T Veld 

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views on 
draft opinion

21.3.2011

Deadline for ams 28.3.2011  (tbc)
Adoption JURI  12.4.2011
Adoption Lead Comm. 24-25.5.2011
Adoption in plenary tbc

The Commission's Communication of July 
2010 which forms the basis of the own-
initiative report of the LIBE committee aims to 
take stock of the main legislative and policy 
achievements at the EU level in the fight 
against terrorism, and to outline some future 
challenges in this field.

This broad strategic overview takes into 
account the adoption of a new multi-annual 
work programme and action plan for the area 
of Justice, Freedom and Security (the 

“Stockholm Programme”)1 and its 
implementing action plan2. 

The Communication follows the four-pronged 
approach of the 2005 EU Counter-Terrorism 
Strategy3: prevent, protect, pursue and 
respond. 

The Commission reaches the positive 
conclusion that the Counter-Terrorism 
Strategy of 2005 "has proved its worth in 
bringing together and encouraging the 
implementation of a broad array of actions 
and instruments which have contributed 
significantly to combating terrorism at the EU 
level."  In particular, such a strategy has 
"allowed the European Union to develop more 
systematic and less incident-driven policy-
making", even though a "significant amount of 
work [remains] to be taken forward". 

At this meeting, the rapporteur for opinion, 
Luis de Grandes Pascual, will lead an exchange 
of views on his draft opinion.

10.  DERIVATIVES, CENTRAL 
COUNTERPARTIES AND TRADE 
REPOSITORIES

Procedure 2010/0250(COD)
Basic doc. COM(2010)0484
Legal basis Article 114 TFEU
Rapporteur Sharon BOWLES
Administrator respons. Ewa Wojtowicz
Lead Comm./rapporteur ECON/Werner LANGEN

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Consideration of draft 
opinion

26.01.2011

Deadline for amend. 4.02.2011
Consideration of amend. 21.03.2011
Adoption JURI 22.03.2011
Adoption Lead Comm. April 2011

This initiative is part of a larger international 
effort to increase the stability of the financial 
system in general, and the OTC derivatives 
market in particular. Given the global nature 
of the OTC derivatives market, an 
internationally coordinated approach is 
crucial.

                                               
1 OJ C 115, 4.5.2010, p. 1. 
2 COM (2010) 171 final of 20 April 2010.
3 Doc. 14469/4/05 of 30 November 2005.
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The proposal for a Regulation is aimed to 
deliver on the Commission's commitments to 
proceed rapidly and with determination. It 
takes also into account the strong support and 
the many of the measures suggested in 
Parliament’s Resolution of 15 June 2010 on 
"Derivatives markets: future policy actions". It 
is also consistent with the recently adopted US 
legislation on OTC derivatives, the so-called 
Frank-Dodd Act.

The scope of the Regulation is wide and lays 
down uniform requirements covering financial 
counterparties, non-financial counterparties 
(exceeding certain thresholds) and all 
categories of OTC derivative contracts. Its 
prudential parts apply to central 
counterparties as a result of the clearing 
obligation and, for the reporting requirement, 
to trade repositories. The authorisation and 
supervision requirements for CCPs apply 
irrespective of the financial instrument the 
CCPs clear - whether OTC or other. 
Exemptions are explicitly foreseen for the 
members of the European System of Central 
Banks, public bodies charged with or 
intervening in the management of the public 
debt and multilateral development banks.
At this meeting the committee will consider 
the amendments (145 in total) and vote.

IN CAMERA

11.  DISPUTES INVOLVING PARLIAMENT:

Procedure Rule 128(4)
Standing rapporteur Diana WALLIS
Administrator respons. Edouard Dirrig

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 21.3.2011
Adoption JURI 21.3.2011

The Committee will discuss in camera the 
involvement of Parliament in two disputes 
before the Court of Justice:

- The validity of certain provisions of 
Regulation 261/2004/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 11 February 
2004 has been raised before the Court of 
Justice in a reference for a preliminary ruling 
from an Irish court (Case C-12/11 McDonagh).

The Committee is called upon to decide 
whether to recommend to the President that 
Parliament should submit observations in the 
proceedings under Rule 128(4). 

- The validity of certain provisions of the same 
regulation has been raised before the Court of 
Justice in a reference for a preliminary ruling 
from a UK court (Case C-629/10 TUI Travel
and Others).

The Committee is called upon to decide 
whether to recommend to the President that 
Parliament should submit observations in the 
proceedings under Rule 128(4). 

IN CAMERA
12.  VERIFICATION OF CREDENTIALS:

Rapporteur Klaus-Heiner LEHNE
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 21.03.2011
Adoption JURI 21.03.2011

By official record signed by the Secretary-
General on 16 March 2011, the following 
Member notified the President of her 
resignation, with effect from the date shown 
below:

Mrs Catherine SOULLIE, as from 24 March 
2011; 

This notification was immediately submitted 
to the JURI Committee, which in accordance 
with Rule 4 of the Rules of procedure shall 
determine whether the resignation is in 
accordance with the spirit or the letter of the 
Act of 20 September 1976.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/FindByProcnum.do?lang=en&procnum=INI/2010/2008


Number 4/2011-7L 7 Monday, 21.03.2011

POSTPONED

IN CAMERA

13. REQUEST FOR THE WAIVER OF AGNES 
HANKISS'S PARLIAMENTARY IMMUNITY

Procedure 2010/2213 (IMM)
Legal basis Protocol on Privileges and 

Immunities, Art. 9
Rapporteur Diana WALLIS
Administrator respons. Ewa Wojtowicz

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 21.03.2011 (postponed)
Adoption JURI tbc
ADOPTION PLENARY tbc

POSTPONED

IN CAMERA

14. REQUEST FOR THE WAIVER OF MS 
KRISZTINA MORVAI’S PARLIAMENTARY 
IMMUNITY

Procedure 2010/21285(IMM)
Rapporteur Eva LICHTENBERGER
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Hearing 11-12.4.2011
Adoption JURI 2011

IN CAMERA

15. MEMBERS' FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION 
AND THE INSTITUTION'S DUTY TO 
SAFEGUARD FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS

Rapporteur Eva LICHTENBERGER
Administrator respons. Robert Bray, 

Luana Piciarca

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 5.7.2010, 2.9.2010, 
16.1.2011, 21.3.2011

On 2 June 2010, the European Data Protection 
Supervisor, Mr Hustinx i n f o r m e d  the 
European Parliament of the result of his 
inquiry into the publication of a written 
declaration made in 2007 on the basis of Rule 
123 (then Rule 116) of the Rules of Procedure.  
The Data Protection Supervisory found in fact 
that Parliament had breached Regulation No 
45/20014 by publishing the written 
declaration in question on the Internet and in 
the Official Journal.

In view of the committee's competence for the 
interpretation of European law and the 
protection of Parliament's prerogatives, the 
President of Parliament asked it to discuss this 
matter having regard, in particular, to the 
need to balance the rights to data protection 
and the right to freedom of expression in the 
light of the free mandate of MEPs .

Now that the committee has responded to the 
President's initial request, it has appointed a 
rapporteur, Eva Lichtenberger, in order to 
look into the broader issues, in particular 
Members' freedom of expression and the 
protection of fundamental rights by the 
institution. At its January meeting, the 
committee held an exchange of views with the 
Data Protection Supervisor, Peter Hustinx, and 
the European Ombudsman Prof. P. Nikiforos 
Diamandouros.
                                               
4 Regulation (EC) No 45/2001 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council of 18 December 2000 on the protection of 
individuals with regard to the processing of personal data by 
the Community institutions and bodies and on the free 
movement of such data, OJ L 8, 12.1.2001, p. 1.
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At this meeting, the committee will hold 
further discussions and the rapporteur will 
put forward proposals as to how to bring this 
matter to a satisfactory conclusion.

16. EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH VICE-
PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN 
COMMISSION, VIVIANE REDING, 
COMMISSIONER FOR JUSTICE, 
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND CITIZENSHIP 
ON A STRUCTURED DIALOGUE IN VIEW OF 
THE LEGISLATIVE PROGRAMME OF THE 
COMMISSION

EC Vice-President Reding at a workshop in the EP on 
30.11.2010 © European Union.

Commissioner Reding is appearing before JURI 
in the context of the annual structured 
dialogue provided for in Annex IV of the 
Framework Agreement on relations between 
the European Parliament and the Commission, 
which states that "In the first semester of a 
given year, Members of the Commission shall 
undertake an ongoing regular dialogue with 
the corresponding parliamentary committees 
on the implementation of the Commission Work 
Programme for that year and on the 
preparation of the future Commission Work 
Programme. On the basis of that dialogue each 
parliamentary committee shall report on the 
outcome thereof to the Conference of 
Committee Chairs."

On another hand the JURI coordinators have  
decided to use this occasion to debate with the 
Commissioner on the judicial training 
consultation launched by the Commission in a 

view to the publication of a Communication on 
the matter next September.

POSTPONED

VVOOTTEE

17.  GUARANTEEING INDEPENDENT 
IMPACT ASSESSMENTS

See ITEM 5.

VVOOTTEE

18.  PETITION 0163/2010 BY P.B. 
(GERMAN), ON THIRD PARTY ACCESS TO 
DOCUMENTS OF THE EUROPEAN COURT OF 
JUSTICE

Basic doc Petition 163/2010
Legal basis Article 24 TFEU

subparagraph 2
Rapporteur for opinion Eva LICHTENBERGER  
Administrator respons. Edouard Dirrig
Main Committee PETI

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchanges of views 27.10.2010
26.01.2011

Adoption of opinion in 
the form of a letter

21.03.2011

In Petition 163/2010, transmitted for opinion 
to the Committee on Legal Affairs on 14 June 
2010, the petitioner argues for an opening to 
interested third parties of the right of access to 
the case-file of documents submitted to the 
Court of Justice of the European Union. He 
argues that such a wider measure of 
transparency could be useful for academic 
research and publications, but also necessary 
for the protection of fundamental rights.
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A request for access to such documents by the 
applicant had been refused by the Court of 
Justice on 12 November 2009, noting the 
absence of any rule regulating the matter 
either in the Statute of the Court of Justice or 
in its Rules of Procedure, and relying on the 
"practice of the Court ... not to grant access to 
the non-public documents of a case to third 
parties". The petitioner considers this practice 
to be "rigid" and calls for an amendment of the 
Statute of the Court of Justice of the European 
Union in order to grant a right of access to the 
case-file to interested parties should they be 
able to demonstrate a legitimate interest.

To support his case, the petitioner refers to 
the general principle of openness (Article 1(2) 
TEU), a case pending at the time before the 
Court of Justice on access to Commission 
documents5, the increasingly constitutional 
function of the Court of Justice and its role in 
society and the legal traditions of a majority of 
Member States.

At this meeting, a vote will take place on a 
draft opinion in the form of a letter to the 
Chair of the Committee on Petitions.

VVOOTTEE

19.  DEPOSIT GUARANTEE SCHEMES 
(RECAST)

Procedure 2010/0207(COD)
Basic doc COM(2010)0368
Legal basis Art. 53(1) TFEU
Rapporteur Dimitar STOYANOV (n.a.)
Administrator respons. Leticia Zuleta De Reales
Lead Comm./rapporteur ECON/ Peter SIMON 

(S&D)

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Presentation of the draft 
opinion

26.01.2011

Deadline for amend. 18.02.2011
Adoption JURI 22.03.2011
Adoption Lead Comm. 9.05.2011

                                               
5  The judgment was subsequently given on 21 
September 2010. Joined Cases C-514/07P, C-528/07P
and C-532/07P Sweden and Others v. API and 
Commission, not yet reported.

Deposit Guarantee Schemes reimburse a 
limited amount of deposits to depositors 
whose bank has failed. From the depositors' 
point of view, this protects a part of their 
wealth from bank failures. From a financial 
stability perspective, this promise prevents 
depositors from making panic withdrawals 
from their bank, thereby preventing severe 
economic consequences. 

On 12 July 2010, the Commission adopted a 
legislative proposal for a thorough revision of 
the Directive on Deposit Guarantee Schemes. 
The main elements of this proposal are: 
simplification and harmonisation, in particular 
as to the scope of coverage and the 
arrangements for payout; further reduction of 
the time limit for paying out depositors and 
better access for DGS to information about 
their members (i.e. banks); sound and credible 
DGSs that are sufficiently financed; and mutual 
borrowing between DGSs, i.e. a borrowing 
facility in certain circumstances.

At this meeting the committee will vote on the 
opinion and will also state its views regarding 
the opinion on the recast.

VVOOTTEE

20.  INNOVATION UNION: TRANSFORMING 
EUROPE FOR A POST-CRISIS WORLD

Procedure 2010/2245(INI)
Basic doc. COM(2010)0546
Rapporteur Cecilia WIKSTRÖM
Administrator respons. Ewa Wojtowicz
Lead Comm./rapporteur ITRE/Judith A. MERKIES

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Consideration of draft 
opinion

26.01.2011

Deadline for amend. 15.02.2011
Adoption JURI 22.03.2011
Adoption Lead Comm. 12.04.2011

On 6 October 2010 the Commission issued a 
Communication entitled "Europe 2020 
Flagship Initiative. Innovation Union" which 
prompted the Committee on Industry, 
Research and Energy to request an own-
initiative report "Innovation Union: 



Number 4/2011-7L 10 Monday, 21.03.2011

Transforming Europe for a post-crisis world". 
The Communication stressed that "Remaining 
barriers for entrepreneurs to bring 'ideas to 
market' must be removed: better access to 
finance, particularly for SMEs, affordable 
Intellectual Property Rights, smarter and more 
ambitious regulation and targets, faster setting 
of interoperable standards and strategic use of 
our massive procurement budgets. As an 
immediate step, agreement should be reached 
on the EU patent before the end of the year."

In the draft opinion the Legal Affairs 
Committee rapporteur has focused on issues 
concerning intellectual property rights, for 
which the Committee is competent. 14 
amendments were tabled to the draft opinion.  
On that basis, and taking into account the 
opinion on unlocking the potential of cultural  
and creative industries for CULT and the 
opinion on the Single Market for enterprises 
and growth for IMCO adopted by the 
Committee on 28 February, the rapporteur has 
proposed 4 compromise amendments.  At this 
meeting the Committee will vote in time for 
the vote in ITRE.

VVOOTTEE

21.  AMENDMENT OF DIRECTIVE 97/9/EC 
OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF 
THE COUNCIL ON INVESTOR-
COMPENSATION SCHEMES

Procedure 2010/0199(COD)
Basic doc COM(2010)371
Legal basis Art. 53(1) TFEU
Rapporteur Sebastian Valentin BODU 

(EPP)
Administrator respons. Leticia Zuleta De Reales
Lead Comm./rapporteur ECON / Olle SCHMIDT 

(ALDE)

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 2.12.2010
Presentation of draft 
opinion

27.01.2011

Deadline for amend 10.02.2011
Adoption JURI. 22.03.2011

Investor compensation schemes protect 
investors against the risk of losses in the event 

of an investment firm's inability to repay 
money or return assets held on behalf of their 
clients. 

They are regulated by Directive 97/9/EC, the 
revision of which is part of a broader package 
launched by the Commission on compensation 
and guarantee schemes that comprises the 
proposal for amendment of the Directive on 
Deposit Guarantee Schemes and a White Paper 
on insurance schemes.

Taking into account the financial crisis and the 
changes in the EU regulatory landscape the 
Commission presents a proposal which seeks 
to increase the level of harmonisation in 
investor protection and to reduce the existing 
differences in the functioning and funding of 
compensation schemes at national level. 
Besides, the proposal provides for a 
borrowing mechanism between national 
schemes as a last resort tool under the 
supervision of ESMA, with the obligation to 
repay any loan within a maximum of five 
years. 

At this meeting the committee will vote.

VVOOTTEE

22.  DERIVATIVES, CENTRAL 
COUNTERPARTIES AND TRADE 
REPOSITORIES

See ITEM 10

VVOOTTEE
Consideration of a legal basis

23.  AMENDMENT OF DIRECTIVE 
2001/18/EC AS REGARDS THE POSSIBILITY 
FOR THE MEMBER STATES TO RESTRICT 
OR PROHIBIT THE CULTIVATION OF GMOS 
IN THEIR TERRITORY
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Legal basis Rule 37
Standing Rapporteur Lidia Joanna GERINGER 

DE OEDENBERG
Administrator respons. Ewa Wojtowicz

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Condieration of a legal 
basis

22.03.2011

Adoption JURI. 22.03.2011

By letter of 10 March 2011, the Chair of the 
Committee on Environment, Public Health and 
Food Safety (ENVI) asked the Committee on 
Legal Affairs to consider the legal basis of the 
proposal for a Regulation of the European 
Parliament and of the Council amending 
Directive 2001/18/EC as regards the 
possibility for the Members States to restrict 
or prohibit the cultivation of GMOs in their 
territory (COM(2010)375 final) pursuant to 
Article 37 of the Rules of Procedure. The 
proposal is based on Article 114 TFEU. An 
amendment has been tabled by ENVI's
rapporteur, Corinne Lepage, to change that 
legal basis and replace Article 114 TFEU by
Article 192 TFEU.

At this meeting JURI will give its opinion.

VVOOTTEE
Recasts

24.  DEPOSIT GUARANTEE SCHEMES 
(RECAST)

Procedure 2010/0207(COD)
Basic doc. COM(2010)0368
Standing Rapporteur Sajjad KARIM
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog

25.  COMMON SYSTEM OF TAXATION 
APPLICABLE IN THE CASE OF PARENT 
COMPANIES AND SUBSIDIARIES OF 
DIFFERENT MEMBER STATES (RECAST)

Procedure 2010/0207(CNS)
Basic doc. COM(2010)0784
Standing Rapporteur Sajjad KARIM
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog

The Consultative Working Party of the three 
Legal Services Services (European Parliament, 

Commission and Council) examined the two 
proposals for recasts in question and 
concluded that the proposals did not comprise 
any substantive amendments other than those 
identified as such therein or in its opinions. 
The Working Party also concluded, as regards 
the codification of the unchanged provisions of 
the earlier acts with those substantive 
amendments, that the proposals contain 
straightforward codifications of existing texts, 
without any change in their substance. 

Under Rule 87 of the Rules of Procedure, when 
a Commission proposal recasting Community 
legislation is submitted to Parliament, that 
proposal shall be referred to the committee 
responsible for legal affairs and to the 
committee responsible for the subject matter. 

The committee responsible for legal affairs 
shall examine the proposal in accordance with 
the Interinstitutional Agreement of 28 
November 2001 on a more structured use of 
the recasting technique for legal acts and Rule 
87 of the Rules of Procedure with a view to 
checking that it entails no substantive changes 
other than those identified as such in the 
proposal. 

VVOOTTEE
Codified versions

26.  INDICATIONS OR MARKS IDENTIFYING 
THE LOT TO WHICH A FOODSTUFF 
BELONGS (CODIFICATION)

Procedure 2010/0259(COD)
Basic doc. COM(2010)0506
Standing Rapporteur Sajjad KARIM
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog

27.  APPROXIMATION OF THE LAWS OF 
THE MEMBER STATES RELATING TO UNITS 
OF MEASUREMENT (CODIFIED VERSION)

Procedure 2010/0260(COD)
Basic doc. COM(2010)0507
Standing Rapporteur Sajjad KARIM
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog
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28.  PERMISSIBLE SOUND LEVEL AND THE 
EXHAUST SYSTEM OF MOTOR VEHICLES 
(CODIFIED VERSION)

Procedure 2010/0261(COD)
Basic doc. COM(2010)0508
Standing Rapporteur Sajjad KARIM
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog

29.  REAR-MOUNTED ROLL-OVER 
PROTECTION STRUCTURES OF NARROW-
TRACK WHEELED AGRICULTURAL AND 
FORESTRY TRACTORS (CODIFICATION)

Procedure 2010/0264(COD)
Basic doc. COM(2010)0510
Standing Rapporteur Sajjad KARIM
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog

30.  ROLL-OVER PROTECTION STRUCTURES 
MOUNTED IN FRONT OF THE DRIVER'S 
SEAT ON NARROW-TRACK WHEELED 
AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTRY TRACTORS 
(CODIFICATION)

Procedure 2010/0302(COD)
Basic doc. COM(2010)0610
Standing Rapporteur Sajjad KARIM
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog

31.  EXCISE DUTY APPLIED TO 
MANUFACTURED TOBACCO (CODIFIED 
VERSION)

Procedure 2010/0206(CNS)
Basic doc. COM(2010)0641
Standing Rapporteur Sajjad KARIM
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog

32.  DENOMINATIONS AND TECHNICAL 
SPECIFICATIONS OF EURO COINS 
INTENDED FOR CIRCULATION

Procedure 2010/0260(NLE)
Basic doc. COM(2010)0691
Standing Rapporteur Sajjad KARIM
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog

33.  INSTALLATION, LOCATION, 
OPERATION AND IDENTIFICATION OF THE 
CONTROLS OF WHEELED AGRICULTURAL 
OR FORESTRY TRACTORS (CODIFICATION)

Procedure 2010/0348(COD)
Basic doc. COM(2010)0717
Standing Rapporteur Sajjad KARIM
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog

34.  BRAKING DEVICES OF WHEELED 
AGRICULTURAL OR FORESTRY TRACTORS

Procedure 2010/0349(COD)
Basic doc. COM(2010)0729
Standing Rapporteur Sajjad KARIM
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog

35.  OPERATING SPACE, ACCESS TO THE 
DRIVING POSITION AND THE DOORS AND 
WINDOWS OF WHEELED AGRICULTURAL 
OR FORESTRY TRACTORS (CODIFICATION)

Procedure 2010/0358(COD)
Basic doc. COM(2010)0746
Standing Rapporteur Sajjad KARIM
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog

The proposals listed above were referred to 
the Committee on Legal affairs as the main 
committee. The Consultative Working Party of 
the three Legal Services (European 
Parliament, Commission and Council) 
examined them and concluded, without
dissent, that they constitute straightforward 
codifications of existing texts, without any 
change in their substance. 

Under Rule 86 of the Rules of Procedure, when 
a Commission proposal for codification of 
Community legislation is submitted to 
Parliament, it shall be referred to the 
committee responsible for legal affairs. The 
latter shall examine it in accordance with the 
Interinstitutional Agreement of 20 December 
1994 on an accelerated working method for 
official codification of legislative texts, in order 
to ascertain that it is a straightforward 
codification, with no changes of a substantive 
nature. 

Amendments to the text of the proposal shall 
be inadmissible. However, at the rapporteur’s 
request, the chairman of the committee 
responsible for legal affairs may submit for the 
latter’s approval, amendments relating to 
technical adaptations, provided that those 
adaptations are necessary in order to ensure 
that the proposal complies with the 
codification rules and do not involve any 
substantive change to the proposal.

If the committee responsible for legal affairs 
concludes that the proposal does not entail 
any substantive change, it shall refer it to 
Parliament for approval. 

If the committee takes the view that the 
proposal entails a substantive change to 
Community legislation, it shall propose that 
Parliament reject the proposal.
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In either case, Parliament shall take a decision 
by means of a single v o t e ,  without 
amendments or debate.

36. EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH ANTÓNIO 
CAMPINOS, PRESIDENT OF THE OFFICE FOR 
HARMONISATION IN THE INTERNAL 
MARKET, ON ITS FUTURE WITH A VIEW OF 
THE FORTHCOMING REVIEW OF THE 
TRADEMARK SYSTEM IN THE EU

Mr Antonio CAMPINOS president of OHIM - Alicante

EExxcchhaannggee ooff vviieewwss
opinion on  a legal basis

37.  PREVENTION AND CORRECTION OF 
MACROECONOMIC IMBALANCES

Legal basis Rule 37
Standing Rapporteur Lidia Joanna GERINGER 

DE OEDENBERG
Administrators respons. Ewa Wojtowicz,

Robert Bray, 
Luana Piciarca

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 22.03.2011
Consideration of a legal 
basis

12.04.2011

By letter of 4 March 2011, the Chair of the 
Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs 
(ECON) asked the Committee on Legal Affairs 
to consider the legal basis of the proposal for 
six proposals under the Economic Governance 
Package: 

· prevention and correction of macroeconomic 
imbalances,
· requirements for budgetary frameworks of 
the Member States,
· amendment of a Regulation (EC) No 1466/97 
on the strengthening of the surveillance of 
budgetary positions and the surveillance and 
coordination of eceonomic policies,
· amendment of a Regulation (EC) No 1467/97 
on speeding up and clarifying the 
implementation of the excessive deficit 
procedure,
· effective enforcement of budgetary 
surveillance in the euro area, and
· enforcement measures to correct excessive 
macroeconomic imbalances in the euro area.

For each of these proposals at least a change 
and/or addition to the originally proposed 
legal basis has been tabled.  In addition 
amendments seeking to change the legal basis 
of two of the proposals were tabled in EMPL 
Committee. JURI has not yet received a request 
for opinion from EMPL but will take it up 
when considering the request made by ECON. 

At this meeting the Committee will hold an 
exchange of views.

IN CAMERA

38. REQUEST FOR DEFENCE OF THE 
PARLIAMENTARY IMMUNITY OF MR LUIGI 
DE MAGISTRIS

Procedure 2010/2122(IMM)
Rapporteur Bernhard RAPKAY
Administrator respons. Edouard Dirrig

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Hearing (Rule 7(3)) 22.03.2011
Adoption in JURI 11.04.2011 (tbc)
Plenary tbc

At the sitting of 7 July 2010 the President 
announced, under Rule 6(3) of the Rules of 
Procedure, that on 5 July 2010 he had received 

http://oami.europa.eu/ows/rw/pages/OHIM/institutional/welcome.en.do
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a request from Mr Luigi de Magistris 
concerning the defence of his parliamentary 
immunity.

The President has referred the request to the 
Committee on Legal Affairs under Rule 6(3).
Parliament's rules provide that "the Member 
concerned shall be given an opportunity to be
heard" (Rule 7(3) of the Rules of Procedure). 

At this meeting, the hearing will take place.

WORKSHOP

39. INSOLVENCY PROCEEDINGS IN THE 
CONTEXT OF EU COMPANY LAW

See programme in the Annex

40.  RULE 38A: SUBSIDIARITY:

Since 28 February 2011 Parliament has 
received the following reasoned opinion 
from National Parliaments raising 
concerns about subsidiarity:

Reasoned opinion
by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands on the proposal for a 
Regulation of the European Parliament and of the 
Council on jurisdiction and the recognition and 
enforcement of judgments in civil and commercial 
matters (recast)
(COM(2010)0748 –C7-0433/2010 –2010/0383(COD))

41.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Possibly Adoption of a letter by the chair to 
Commissioner Barnier on a Report on the 
application of Directive 2004/48/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 29 
April 2004 on the enforcement of intellectual 
property rights.

42. DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING

Brussels

Monday 11 April 2011
3:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday 12 April 2011
9:00 a.m. to 12:30 a.m.

The library website provides direct access to many documents and sources related to the work of the JURI committee:

 Legal affairs policy area page

 Case law portal

 Upcoming conferences and seminars

 Useful databases

To learn more about the use of these pages and databases, register for a training.
In addition a team of information specialists is always available to help you with specific requests. Do not hesitate to ask the 
library.

****

LIBRARY NEWS

http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/search.form?src=0
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAreaPosts.form?policyAreaId=23
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/rep/05-LegalandInstitutionalaffairs/05-02-LegalAffairs/Case-law/lega-page-intro.htm
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAreaPostDetail.form?selectedCategoryId=103&postId=29825&policyAreaId=23
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/cmsContent.form?pageId=104
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/infosession.form
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/ems.form
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/ems.form
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ANNEX

Draft programme

Workshop on harmonisation of insolvency proceedings at EU level
22 March 2011

3 pm - 5 pm 
Room ASP 3G2, European Parliament, Brussels

1. Introductory remarks and presentation of the conclusions of the study on 'Harmonisation of
Insolvency Law at EU level' (European Parliament, 2010)

Nora Wouters, McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP, Brussels

2. Opening of proceedings, filing & verification of claims, and reorganisation plans

Anna Maria Pukszto, Salans law firm, Warsaw 

3. Avoidance actions and rules on contracts (plus extended retention of title clause)

Daniel F Fritz, Hermann Rechtsanwälte, representative Deutsche Anwaltsverein. 

4. Insolvency proceedings in case of a group of companies

Neil Cooper, Zolfo Cooper LLP, London and Life President of Insol Europe. 

5. Regulation 1346/2000: state of play and future perspectives

Robert van Galen, NautaDutilh, Amsterdam 
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