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AT THIS MEETING the committee will be 
holding an exchange of views with Tibor 
Navracsics, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister for Justice and Public Administration 
and Zoltàn Cséfalvy, Minister of State for 
Strategic Affairs, on the priorities of the 
Hungarian Presidency of the Union. 

One of the main points of interest, although 
certainly not the only one, will be the proposal 
to initiate enhanced cooperation in the area of 
unitary patent protection. The committee 
chair, Klaus-Heiner Lehne, has been appointed 
rapporteur for the proposal for a Council 
decision authorising this enhanced 
cooperation and it is intended to vote on this 
matter at this meeting. 

The committee will also be talking to Maroš 
Šefčovič, Vice-President of the Commission
responsible for inter-institutional relations 
and administration. The discussions are likely 
to cover a large range of topics, including in 
particular the question of guaranteeing 
independent impact assessments, for which 
the rapporteur is Angelika Niebler. 

In the course of the meeting, Eva 
Lichtenberger will be taking up the delicate 
question of members' freedom of expression 
and parliament's duty as an institution to 
safeguard fundamental rights.

To this end, the committee has invited the 
European Ombudsman, P. Nikiforos 
Diamandouros, and the European Data 
Protection Supervisor, Peter Hustinx to 
address it on this subject. 

Other highlights of this very full meeting 
include the presentation by Diana Wallis of 
her report on progress towards a European
Contract Law and the first exchange of views 
on Audit Policy - Lessons from the crisis 
(rapporteur: Antonio Masip Hidalgo).

THIS IS NEW
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 Mr Hubert Legal has been appointed Director General of the Council Legal Service.

1.  ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT AGENDA

2.  ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CHAIRMAN

3.  POLICY OPTIONS FOR PROGRESS 
TOWARDS A EUROPEAN CONTRACT LAW 
FOR CONSUMERS AND BUSINESSES

Procedure 2011/2013 (INI)
Basic doc COM (2010)0348
Rapporteur Diana WALLIS
Administrator respons. Susanne Knöfel
Opinion Comm./
rapporteur

IMCO/Hans-Peter MAYER
(associated committee)

ECON/Sirpa 
PIETIKÄINEN

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 2.12.2010
Consideration of draft 
report

26.1.2011

Deadline for amend. 3.3.2011
Exam of amend. 21./22.3.2011
Adoption JURI 11./12.4.2011
ADOPTION PLENARY May 2011

The Commission published its Green Paper on 
policy options for progress towards a 
European Contract Law for consumers and 
businesses (COM (2010) 0348) on 1 July 2010. 
In this Green Paper, the Commission sets out a 
number of options on how to make progress in 
the area of European Contract Law with a view 
to strengthening the internal market, and 
launches a public consultation on them. In 
particular, the Commission has identified 
several options in respect of the legal nature, 
the scope of application and the material 
scope of a possible instrument. Depending on 
the evaluation of the results of the 
consultation, the Commission is prepared to 
propose further action.

With regard to the issue of European Contract 
Law, the committee last held a workshop on 
one or more optional instruments for 
European Contract Law on 29 April 2010 as 
well as a workshop on an optional instrument 

for EU contract law in the framework of an 
interparliamentary committee meeting on 27 
October 2010.

A first exchange of views on the Green Paper 
has taken place on 2 December 2010. At this 
meeting, the rapporteur will present the draft 
report for consideration in committee.

4.  AUDIT POLICY: LESSONS FROM THE 
CRISIS

Procedure 
Basic doc COM(2010) 0561
Rapporteur Antonio MASIP HIDALGO 

(S&D) 
Administrator respons. Leticia Zuleta De Reales
Opinion Comm./
draftsperson

ECON/ Kay SWINBURNE 
(ECR)   

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 26.01.2011
Draft report 21-22.3.2011
Deadline for amend. 28.03.2011
Exam of amend. 11.04.2011
Adoption JURI 24.05.2011

On 13 October 2001 the Commission 
published a Green Paper on Audit policy: 
Lessons from the crisis (COM(2010) 561 
final).

With this Green paper the Commission intends 
to open a debate on the role of the auditor, the 
governance and the independence of audit 
firms, the supervision of auditors, the 
configuration of the audit market, the creation 
of a single market for the provision of audit 
services, the simplification of rules for Small 
and Medium Sized Enterprises (SMEs) and 
Practitioners (SMPs) and the international co-
operation for the supervision of global audit 
networks. 

In 2008, the Doorn report (2008/2247(INI)) 
from the Legal Affairs Committee on the 
implementation of Directive 2006/43/EC on 
statutory audits of annual accounts and 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ORDINARY MEETING OF 26-27 JANUARY 2011
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consolidated accounts addressed some of 
these questions.

Since then, the fact that numerous banks 
revealed huge losses from 2007 to 2009 on the 
positions they had held both on and off 
balance sheet has risen not only the question 
of how auditors could give clean audit reports 
to their clients for those periods but also about 
the suitability and adequacy of the current 
legislative framework. It has thus seemed 
appropriate that both the role of an audit as 
well as its scope be further discussed and 
scrutinised in the general context of financial 
market regulatory reform.

The Committee on Legal Affairs has agreed to 
work with the Committee on Economic and 
Monetary Affairs under Rule 50 of the Rules of 
Procedure. Through its opinion, the ECON 
Committee will contribute to the report with 
its expertise in issues related to supervision 
and those specific issues related to 
systemically relevant financial institutions.

At this meeting, a first exchange of views will 
take place.

5.  CORPORATE GOVERNANCE IN 
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

Procedure 2010/2303(INI)
Basic doc COM(2008)0614
Draftsperson Alexandra THEIN 

(ALDE)
Administrator respons. Leticia Zuleta De Reales
Lead Comm./rapporteur. ECON / Ashley FOX 

(ECR)

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 2.12.2010
Presentation of draft 
opinion

26.01.2011

Deadline for amend 04.02.2011
Adoption JURI. 28.02.2011
Adoption leading 
Committee.

16.03.2011

On 2 June 2010 the Commission published a 
Green Paper on Corporate Governance in 
financial institutions and remuneration 
policies (COM(2010)284). In this paper, the 
Commission consults all interested parties on 
several options for the development of 
measures of corporate governance in (listed 

and not-listed) financial institutions and on 
remuneration policies.

Good corporate governance practices are 
essential to the effectiveness, competitiveness, 
safety and soundness of companies. Effective 
control mechanisms are paramount in the case 
of financial institutions because of the 
potential systemic risk involved.

The Committee on Legal Affairs is producing 
an opinion for the Committee on Economic 
and Monetary Affairs under Rule 50 of the 
Rules of Procedure. Both Committees have 
agreed on a detailed distribution of 
competences according to which the 
Committee on Legal Affairs is responsible for 
all general corporate governance issues and 
the Committee on Economic and Monetary 
Affairs has exclusive competence for specific 
issues related to financial institutions. 

At this meeting the rapporteur will present 
her draft opinion and a deadline for 
amendments will be set for the 10.2.2011.

6.  PETITION 0163/2010 BY P.B. 
(GERMAN), ON THIRD PARTY ACCESS TO 
DOCUMENTS OF THE EUROPEAN COURT OF 
JUSTICE

Procedure /
Basic doc Petition 163/2010
Legal basis Article 24 TFEU 

subparagraph 2
Rapporteur for opinion Eva LICHTENBERGER  
Administrator respons. Edouard Dirrig
Main Committee PETI

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchanges of views 27.10.2010
26.01.2011

Draft opinion 28.02.2010
Adoption JURI  tbc

In Petition 163/2010, transmitted for opinion 
to the Committee on Legal Affairs on 14 June 
2010, the petitioner argues for an opening to 
interested third parties of the right of access to 
the case-file of documents submitted to the 
Court of Justice of the European Union. He 
argues that such a wider measure of 
transparency could be useful for academic 
research and publications, but also necessary 
for the protection of fundamental rights.
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A request for access to such documents by the 
applicant had been refused by the Court of 
Justice on 12 November 2009, noting the 
absence of any rule regulating the matter 
either in the Statute of the Court of Justice or 
in its Rules of Procedure, and relying on the 
"practice of the Court ... not to grant access to 
the non-public documents of a case to third 
parties". The petitioner considers this practice 
to be "rigid" and calls for an amendment of the 
Statute of the Court of Justice of the European 
Union in order to grant a right of access to the 
case-file to interested parties should they be 
able to demonstrate a legitimate interest.

To support his case, the petitioner refers to 
the general principle of openness (Article 1(2) 
TEU), a case pending at the time before the 
Court of Justice on access to Commission 
documents1, the increasingly constitutional 
function of the Court of Justice and its role in 
society and the legal traditions of a majority of 
Member States.

At this meeting, the rapporteur for opinion, 
Eva Lichtenberger, will lead an exchange of 
views with Parliament's legal service on this 
petition.

7.  UNLOCKING THE POTENTIAL OF 
CULTURAL AND CREATIVE INDUSTRIES

Procedure 2010/2156(INI)
Basic doc COM(2010)0183
Legal basis Rule 49 of the Rules of 

Procedure
Rapporteur Cecilia WIKSTRÖM
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog
Lead Comm./rapporteur CULT/Marie-Thérèse 

SANCHEZ-SCHMID
Opinion Comm./
rapporteur
Draft Opinion PE454.701v01-00

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 28.10.2010
Consideration of draft 
opinion

26.01.2011

Deadline for amend. 04.02.2011
Adoption JURI 28.02.2011
Adoption Lead Comm. 03.03.2011
ADOPTION PLENARY 2011

Commission President José Manuel Barroso 
expressed in his Political Guidelines for the 

                                               
1  The judgment was subsequently handed down on 21 
September 2010. Joined cases 514/07, 528/07 and 532/07 API.

next Commission of 3 September 2009 that if 
Europe wants to remain competitive in the 
current changing global environment, it needs 
to put in place the right conditions for 
creativity and innovation to flourish in a new 
entrepreneurial culture.  He was referring to 
the rapid roll-out of new technologies and 
increased globalisation which has led to a shift 
from traditional manufacturing towards 
services and innovation.

On 27 April 2010, the Commission therefore 
presented a Green Paper (COM(2010)0183) in 
which it outlined its strategies for 
strengthening the outlook for cultural and 
creative industries ("CCIs"), mainly by 
highlighting that Europe must identify and 
invest in new sources of smart, sustainable 
and inclusive growth drivers, spur innovation 
and develop e-skills, with the goal of feeding 
CCIs into European beacons of excellence and 
thereby help us become a knowledge-based 
society.

At the Committee meeting of 18 October 2010, 
it was decided to appoint Cecilia WIKSTRÖM 
as draftsperson for the opinion and an 
exchange of views was held at the meeting of 
28 October 2010.

At this meeting, the Committee will consider 
Mrs Wikström's draft opinion.

8.  INNOVATION UNION: TRANSFORMING 
EUROPE FOR A POST-CRISIS WORLD

Procedure 2010/2245(INI)
Basic doc. COM(2010)0546
Rapporteur Cecilia WIKSTRÖM
Administrator respons. Ewa Wojtowicz
Lead Comm./rapporteur ITRE/Judith A. MERKIES

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Consideration of draft 
opinion

26.01.2011

Deadline for amend. 15.02.2011
Adoption JURI 22.03.2011
Adoption Lead Comm. 12.04.2011

On 6 October 2010 the Commission issued a 
Communication entitled "Europe 2020 
Flagship Initiative. Innovation Union" which 
prompted the Committee on Industry, 
Research and Energy to request an own-
initiative report "Innovation Union: 
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Transforming Europe for a post-crisis world". 
The Communication stressed that "Remaining 
barriers for entrepreneurs to bring "ideas to 
market" must be removed: better access to 
finance, particularly for SMEs, affordable 
Intellectual Property Rights, smarter and more 
ambitious regulation and targets, faster setting 
of interoperable standards and strategic use of 
our massive procurement budgets. As an 
immediate step, agreement should be reached 
on the EU patent before the end of the year."

In her draft opinion which will be presented at 
this meeting the Legal Affairs Committee 
rapporteur for opinion has focused on issues 
concerning intellectual property rights for 
which the Committee is competent. The 
Committee will set the deadline for 
amendments allowing it to vote on 22 March 
in time for the vote in ITRE.

9.  DERIVATIVES, CENTRAL 
COUNTERPARTIES AND TRADE 
REPOSITORIES

Procedure 2010/0250(COD)
Basic doc. COM(2010)0484
Legal basis Article 114 TFEU
Rapporteur Sharon BOWLES
Administrator respons. Ewa Wojtowicz
Lead Comm./rapporteur ECON/Werner LANGEN

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Consideration of draft 
opinion

26.01.2011

Deadline for amend. 4.02.2011
Adoption JURI 28.02.2011
Adoption Lead Comm. 22.03.2011

This initiative is part of a larger international 
effort to increase the stability of the financial 
system in general, and the OTC derivatives 
market in particular. Given the global nature 
of the OTC derivatives market, an 
internationally coordinated approach is 
crucial.

The proposal for a Regulation is aimed to 
deliver on the Commission's commitments to 
proceed rapidly and with determination. It 
takes also into account the strong support and 
the many of the measures suggested in 
Parliament’s Resolution of 15 June 2010 on 
"Derivatives markets: future policy actions". It 
is also consistent with the recently adopted US 

legislation on OTC derivatives, the so-called 
Frank-Dodd Act.

The scope of the Regulation is wide and lays 
down uniform requirements covering financial 
counterparties, non-financial counterparties 
(exceeding certain thresholds) and all 
categories of OTC derivative contracts. Its 
prudential parts apply to central 
counterparties as a result of the clearing 
obligation and, for the reporting requirement, 
to trade repositories. The authorisation and 
supervision requirements for CCPs apply 
irrespective of the financial instrument the 
CCPs clear - whether OTC or other. 
Exemptions are explicitly foreseen for the 
members of the European System of Central 
Banks, public bodies charged with or 
intervening in the management of the public 
debt and to multilateral development banks.
At this meeting the rapporteur will present 
her draft opinion and the Committee will set 
the deadline for amendments.

Joint debate (items 10. to 12.)

10.  A SINGLE MARKET FOR ENTERPRISES 
AND GROWTH

Procedure 2010/2277(INI)
Basic doc COM(2010)0608[1]
Draftsperson Piotr BORYS (EPP) 
Administrator respons. Leticia Zuleta De Reales
Lead Comm./rapporteur IMCO/Cristian Silviu 

BUSOI (ALDE)

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 26.01.2011
Deadline for amend. 04.02.2011
Adoption JURI 28.02.2011

On 27 October 2010 the Commission 
published a Communication entitled "Towards 
a Single Market Act for a highly competitive 
social market economy: 50 Proposals for 
improving our work, business and exchanges 
with one another" (COM(2010)608). The 
Internal Market and Consumer Protection 
Committee has been authorised to  prepare 
three strategic own-initiative reports to which 
the Committee on Legal Affairs is contributing 
with three opinions focussing on its areas of 
competence and expertise.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/FindByProcnum.do?lang=en&procnum=INI/2010/2008
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This first opinion corresponds to IMCO's 
report on Chapter I of the Communication. 
At this meeting, the rapporteur for opinion,
Piotr Borys, will present his ideas focused on 
the actions to be taken in the fields of 
intellectual property: EU patent, EU 
trademark, the promotion and protection of 
creativity and measures to enhance the 
competitiveness of businesses, specially SMEs, 
in the single market.
A deadline for amendments will be set at
9.2.2011.

11.  A SINGLE MARKET FOR EUROPEANS

Procedure 2010/2278(INI)
Basic doc COM(2010)0608[2]
Legal basis EP 048 
Rapporteur Toine MANDERS
Administrator respons. Robert Bray

Sébastien Dauré
Lead Comm./rapporteur António Fernando 

CORREIA DE CAMPOS 

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 26.01.2011
Deadline for amend. 04.02.2011
Adoption JURI 28.02.2011

Europeans at the heart of the single market: a 
new objective is to use efficient markets to 
support the creativity and dynamism of EU 
businesses and, at the same time, to restore 
the faith of Europeans in their single market.
The priorities are as follows :

·Improving public services and key 
infrastructure;

·Increasing solidarity in the single market;

·Access to employment and lifelong learning;

·New resources for the social market 
economy;

·A single market serving consumers.
The rapporteur, Toine Manders, will present 
his draft opinion, which contains a number of 
innovative ideas. He intends to submit further 
ideas in the form of amendments. A deadline 
for amendments at 9 February is proposed.

12.  GOVERNANCE AND PARTNERSHIP IN 
THE SINGLE MARKET

Procedure 2010/2289(INI)
Basic doc COM(2010)0608[3]
Rapporteur Klaus-Heiner LEHNE 

(EPP)
Administrator respons. Leticia Zuleta De Reales
Lead Comm./rapporteur Sandra KALNIETE (EPP)

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 26.01.2011
Deadline for amend. 04.02.2011
Adoption JURI 28.02.2011

This opinion corresponds to the Internal 
Market and Consumer Protection Committee 
strategic report on Chapter III of the 
Commission's Communication "Towards a 
Single Market Act for a highly competitive 
social market economy: 50 Proposals for 
improving our work, business and exchanges 
with one another".

The rapporteur, Klaus-Heiner Lehne, has 
concentrated his proposals in those areas 
which fall in the core of the Committee on 
Legal Affairs' responsibilities: Alternative 
Dispute Resolutions as an effective means of 
access to justice, a careful approach to 
collective redress and the correct application, 
transposition and enforcement of EU law.

At this meeting, the draft opinion will be 
presented and a deadline for amendments at 9 
February is proposed.

IN CAMERA

13.  DISPUTES INVOLVING PARLIAMENT:

None
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IN CAMERA

14.  VERIFICATION OF CREDENTIALS:

Rapporteur Klaus-Heiner LEHNE
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 26.01.2011
Adoption JURI 26.01.2011

The President has announced to the plenary 
that the competent national authorities have 
given notice of the appointment of the 
following as Member of the European 
Parliament, with effect from the date shown 
below:

Mrs Agnès LE BRUN, (to replace Mr 
Christophe Béchu), as from 1 January 2011;

According to Rule 3 of the Rules of Procedure, 
on the basis of a report by the JURI Committee, 
Parliament shall verify the credentials without 
delay and rule on the validity of the mandate 
of each of its newly elected Members. 
Parliament will also rule on any dispute 
referred to it pursuant to the provisions of the 
Act of 20 September 1976, except those based 
on national electoral laws.  It is not possible to 
confirm the validity of the mandate of a 
Member unless the written declarations 
required on the basis of Article 7 of the Act of 
20 September 1976 and Annex I to the Rules 
have been made. Until such time as a 
Member's credentials have been verified or a 
ruling has been given on any dispute, the 
Member shall take his seat in Parliament and 
on its bodies and shall enjoy all the rights
attaching thereto.

IN CAMERA

15.  REQUEST FOR WAIVER OF THE 
IMMUNITY OF Mr TAMÁS DEUTSCH

Procedure 2010/2123(IMM)
Rapporteur Francesco Enrico 

SPERONI
Administrator respons. Ewa Wojtowicz

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Notice to Members sent on 24.11.2010
Hearing 1.12.2010
Adoption JURI 26.01.2011

At the sitting of 8 July 2010 the President 
announced, under Rule 6(2) of the Rules of 
Procedure, that he had received a letter from 
the Clerk of the Court of the 2nd and 3rd 
Districts of Budapest on 9 June 2010 
requesting the waiver of the parliamentary 
immunity of Mr Tamás Deutsch. The President 
referred the request to the Committee on 
Legal Affairs under Rule 6(2).

A hearing of Mr Tamás Deutsch took place on 
1 December 2011 and resulted in the draft 
report which will be put to the vote at this 
meeting.

IN CAMERA

16.  REQUEST FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE 
PARLIAMENTARY IMMUNITY OF Mr BRUNO 
GOLLNISCH

Procedure 2010/2097(IMM)
Rapporteur Bernhard RAPKAY
Administrator respons. Edouard Dirrig

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Hearing (Rule 7(3)) 26.01.2011

At the sitting of 14 June 2010 the President 
announced, under Rule 6(3) of the Rules of 
Procedure, that he had received a letter from 
Mr Gollnisch asking for the protection of his 
parliamentary rights.
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The President referred the request to the 
Committee on Legal Affairs under Rule 6(3).

Parliament's rules provide that "the Member 
concerned shall be given an opportunity to be 
heard" (Rule 7(3) of the Rules of Procedure). 
At this meeting, the hearing will take place (to 
be confirmed).

IN CAMERA

17.  REQUEST FOR WAIVER OF THE 
IMMUNITY OF Mr BRUNO GOLLNISCH

Procedure 2010/2284(IMM)
Rapporteur Bernhard RAPKAY
Administrator respons. Edouard Dirrig

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Hearing (Rule 7(3)) 26.01.2011 
Draft report tbc
Adoption in JURI tbc
Plenary tbc

At the sitting of 14 June 2010 the President 
announced, under Rule 6(3) of the Rules of 
Procedure, that he had received a letter from 
Mr Gollnisch asking for the protection of his 
parliamentary rights.

The President referred the request to the 
Committee on Legal Affairs under Rule 6(3).

Parliament's rules provide that "the Member 
concerned shall be given an opportunity to be 
heard" (Rule 7(3) of the Rules of Procedure). 
At this meeting, the hearing will take place (to 
be confirmed).

IN CAMERA

18.  REQUEST FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE 
PARLIAMENTARY IMMUNITY OF Mr LUIGI 
DE MAGISTRIS

Procedure 2010/2122(IMM)
Rapporteur Bernhard RAPKAY
Administrator respons. Edouard Dirrig

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Notice to Members sent on 18.01.2011
Hearing (Rule 7(3)) 26.01.2011
Draft report tbc
Adoption in JURI tbc
Plenary tbc

At the sitting of 7 July 2010 the President 
announced, under Rule 6(3) of the Rules of 
Procedure, that on 5 July 2010 he had received 
a request from Mr Luigi de Magistris 
concerning the defence of his parliamentary 
immunity.

The President has referred the request to the 
Committee on Legal Affairs under Rule 6(3).

Parliament's rules provide that "the Member 
concerned shall be given an opportunity to be 
heard" (Rule 7(3) of the Rules of Procedure). 
At this meeting, the hearing will take place.

19.  MEMBERS' FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION 
AND THE INSTITUTION'S DUTY TO 
SAFEGUARD FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS

Rapporteur  Eva LICHTENBERGER
Administrator respons. Robert Bray

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 05/07/2010, 
02/09/2010,
26/01/2011

On 2 June 2010, the European Data Protection 
Supervisor, Mr Hustinx informed the 
European Parliament of the result of his 
inquiry into the publication of a written 
declaration made in 2007 on the basis of Rule 
123 (then Rule 116) of the Rules of Procedure.  
The Data Protection Supervisory found in fact 
that Parliament had breached Regulation No 



Number 2/2011-7L 9 Wednesday, 26.01.2011

45/20012 by publishing the written 
declaration in question on the Internet and in 
the Official Journal.

In view of the committee's competence for the 
interpretation of European law and the 
protection of Parliament's prerogatives, the 
President of Parliament asked for it to discuss 
this matter having regard, in particular, to the
need to balance the rights to data protection 
and the right to freedom of expression in the 
light of the free mandate of MEPs .

Now that the committee has responded to the 
President's initial request, it has appointed a 
rapporteur, Eva Lichtenberger, in order to 
look into the broader issues, in particular 
Members' freedom of expression and the 
protection of fundamental rights by the 
institution. At this meeting, the committee will 
be holding an exchange of views with the Data 
Protection Supervisor, Peter Hustinx, and the 
European Ombudsman Prof. P. Nikiforos 
Diamandouros.

Exchange of views with Peter Hustinx, 
European Data Protection Supervisor and P. 
Nikiforos Diamandouros, the European 
Ombudsman.

        
Peter HUSTINX          P. Nikiforos DIAMANDOUROS

                                               
2 Regulation (EC) No 45/2001 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council of 18 December 2000 on the protection of 
individuals with regard to the processing of personal data by 
the Community institutions and bodies and on the free 
movement of such data, OJ L 8, 12.1.2001, p. 1.

20.  EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH TIBOR 
NAVRACSICS, DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER, 
MINISTER FOR JUSTICE AND PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION, ON THE PRIORITIES OF 
THE HUNGARIAN PRESIDENCY

Tibor NAVRACSICS

Mr. Tibor Navracsics' (Deputy Prime Minister, 
Minister of Justice) portfolio:

-All civil and criminal law proposals 
(Brussels I, Succession of wills, Matrimonial 
property regime, Right to information in 
criminal proceedings.)

-IPR protection through criminal law

-E-justice, judicial training

-Common Frame of Reference on European
Contract Law

21.  EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH ZOLTÁN 
CSÉFALVAY, MINISTER OF STATE FOR 
STRATEGIC AFFAIRS, MINISTRY OF 
NATIONAL ECONOMY, ON THE PRIORITIES 
OF THE HUNGARIAN PRESIDENCY

Zoltán CSÉFALVAY

http://www.edps.europa.eu/EDPSWEB/edps/site/mySite/Members
http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/start.faces
http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/start.faces
http://kim.gov.hu/english/government/members/navracsisc_20100614_e.html
http://www.kim.gov.hu/english/government/junmin/csefalviz_en_20100824.html
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Mr. Zoltán Cséfalvay's (Minister of State for 
Strategic Affairs) portfolio:

- Unitary Patent Protection (European Patent)

- European Private Company, Modification of 
the first and eleventh Company Law 
Directives, Business Registers

- Copyright (orphan works, Term Directive, 
collecting societies)

-  Smart regulation including the IIA on better 
lawmaking

-  Consumer rights

others:

Small Business Act-revision

Single Market Act

Implementation of the Services Directive

IN CAMERA

22.  REQUEST FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE 
PARLIAMENTARY IMMUNITY OF Mr NIGEL 
FARAGE

Procedure 2011/2000(IMM)
Legal basis Protocol on Privileges and 

Immunities, Art. 8
Rapporteur Tadeusz ZWIEFKA
Administrator respons. Robert Bray
Notice to Members CM – PE456.695v01-00

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 26/01/2011

Mr Farage claims that a fine imposed on him in 
connection with remarks he uttered at the 
plenary session of 24 February 2010, during 
the report-back by Herman Van Rompuy, the 
President of the European Council, on the 

informal summit meeting held on 11 February 
constitutes a breach of Article 8 of the Protocol 
on Privileges and Immunities.

The President referred this matter to the 
committee at the plenary session of 19 April 
2010.  

At this meeting, Mr Farage will be heard by the 
committee.

23.  THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
DIRECTIVE ON MEDIATION IN THE 
MEMBER STATES, ITS IMPACT ON 
MEDIATION AND ITS TAKE-UP BY THE 
COURTS

Procedure INI
Basic doc Directive 2008/52/EC
Legal basis Art. 61(c) and Art. 67(5), 

second indent EC
Rapporteur Arlene MCCARTHY
Administrator respons. Robert Bray

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 27/01/2011

Directive 2008/52/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 21 May 2008
on certain aspects of mediation in civil and 
commercial matters3 has to be implemented 
by the Member States by 21 May 2011. The 
committee has decided to draw up an own-
initiative report on the implementation of the 
directive by the Member States. The 
rapporteur, Arlene McCarthy was the 
rapporteur for the original proposal. The 
committee is particularly interested in its 
take-up by the courts, having regard especially 
to the fact that the directive states in a recital 
that "Nothing in this Directive should 
prejudice national legislation making the use 
of mediation compulsory or subject to 
incentives or sanctions provided that such
legislation does not prevent parties from 
exercising their right of access to the judicial 
system".  In the course of its deliberations, the 
committee intends to organise a workshop or 
a hearing.

The directive contains an extremely broad 
definition of "mediation" and provisions on 

                                               
3 OJ L 136, 24.5.2008, p. 3.
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ensuring quality through codes of conduct and 
the promotion of training for mediators and 
enabling settlements to be confirmed by court 
decision, authentic act, etc.  It also contains a 
provision on admissibility of evidence in civil 
judicial proceedings and an article on the 
suspension of limitation periods.

At this meeting, the rapporteur, Arlene 
McCarthy, will present the timetable and open 
the discussions.

24.  CREDIT RATING AGENCIES: FUTURE 
PERSPECTIVES

Procedure 2010/2302(INI)
Rapporteur Evelyn REGNER (S&D) 
Administrator respons. Leticia Zuleta De Reales
Lead Comm./rapporteur ECON/Wolf KLINZ (ALDE)

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Draft opinion 27.1.2011
Deadline for amend. 9.2. 2011
Adoption JURI 28.2.2011

On 5 November 2011, the Commission 
launched a public consultation the aim of 
which was to open a wider debate in order to 
calibrate the scope and ambition on possible 
provisions to be considered in a forthcoming 
Commission proposal dealing with potential 
risks arising from over-reliance on credit 
rating by financial markets participants, the 
high degree of concentration in the rating 
market, absence of civil liability of credit 
rating agencies in the CRA Regulation and 
conflicts of interest due to the remuneration 
models used by the credit rating agencies. 

At this meeting, the rapporteur will present 
her proposals and a deadline for amendments 
will be set.

25.  AMENDMENTS TO DIRECTIVES 
98/78/EC, 2002/87/EC AND 2006/48/EC 
AS REGARDS THE SUPPLEMENTARY 
SUPERVISION OF FINANCIAL ENTITIES IN A 
FINANCIAL CONGLOMERATE

Procedure 2010/0232(COD)
Basic doc COM(2010)0433
Legal basis Art 53(1) TFUE
Rapporteur Sebastian Valentin BODU 

(EPP) 
Administrator respons. Leticia Zuleta De Reales
Lead Comm./rapporteur ECON/ Theodor Dumitru 

STOJOLAN (EPP) 

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Draft opinion 27.1.2011
Deadline for amend. 4.2.2011
Adoption JURI 28.2.2011

Financial conglomerates are financial groups 
that are active in one or more country and 
operate in both the insurance and banking 
business. They are often large and complex. 
Due to their size, financial conglomerates are 
often of systemic importance to our economy: 
either for one or more Member States or even 
for the EU as a whole. 

Financial conglomerates are often active in
both banking and insurance business and 
operate in several EU Member States. The
Financial Conglomerate Directive 
(2002/87/EC) gives national financial
supervisors additional powers and tools to
watch over these firms. More specifically, the
Directive requires supervisors to apply 
supplementary supervision on these 
conglomerates, in addition to the specific 
banking and insurance supervision.

In the light of the financial crisis, the
Commission evaluated the effectiveness of the
Financial Conglomerates Directive in 2008. It 
found that supplementary supervision, as
stipulated in the Directive, could not be 
carried out on certain financial groups 
because of their legal structure. In some cases, 
national financial supervisors were left 
without the appropriate tools because they 
had been obliged to choose either banking or 
insurance supervision under the sector-
specific directives or supplementary
supervision under the Financial
Conglomerates Directive as the definitions for 
banking and insurance holding companies in
the sector-specific directives and for mixed 
holdings in the Conglomerates Directive were 
mutually exclusive. The main objective of the
revision of the Directive is to correct this 
unintended consequence of the current rules

At this meeting, the rapporteur will present 
his draft opinion and a deadline for 
amendments will be set.
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26.  AMENDMENT OF DIRECTIVE 97/9/EC 
OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF 
THE COUNCIL ON INVESTOR-
COMPENSATION SCHEMES

Procedure 2010/0199(COD)
Basic doc COM(2010)371
Legal basis Art. 53(1) TFEU
Rapporteur Sebastian Valentin BODU 

(EPP)
Administrator respons. Leticia Zuleta De Reales
Lead Comm./rapporteur ECON / Olle SCHMIDT 

(ALDE)

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 2.12.2010
Presentation of draft 
opinion

27.01.2011

Deadline for amend 10.02.2011
Consideration of am 28.2.2011
Adoption JURI. 22.03.2011

Investor compensation schemes protect 
investors against the risk of losses in the event 
of an investment firm's inability to repay 
money or return assets held on behalf of their 
clients.

They are regulated by Directive 97/9/EC, the 
revision of which is part of a broader package 
launched by the Commission on compensation 
and guarantee schemes that comprises the 
proposal for amendment of the Directive on 
Deposit Guarantee Schemes and a White Paper 
on the insurance schemes.

Taking into account the financial crisis and the 
changes in the EU regulatory landscape the 
Commission presents a proposal which seeks 
to increase the level of harmonisation in 
investor protection and to reduce the existing 
differences in the functioning and funding of 
compensation schemes at national level. 
Besides, the proposal provides for a 
borrowing mechanism between national 
schemes as a last resort tool under the 
supervision of ESMA, with the obligation to 
repay any loan within a maximum of five 
years. 

At this meeting the Rapporteur will present 
his draft opinion and a deadline for 
amendments will be set. At the request of the 
rapporteur, the legal basis of the Commission 
proposal will be examined by the Committee.

27.  DEPOSIT GUARANTEE SCHEMES 
(RECAST)

Procedure 2010/0207(COD)
Basic doc COM(2010)0368
Legal basis Art. 53(1) TFEU
Rapporteur Dimitar STOYANOV (n.a.)
Administrator respons. Leticia Zuleta De Reales
Lead Comm./rapporteur ECON/ Peter SIMON 

(S&D)

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Presentation of the draft 
opinion

26.1.2011

Deadline for amend. 18.2.2011
Adoption JURI 22.03.2011
Adoption Lead Comm. 9.05.2011

Deposit Guarantee Schemes reimburse a 
limited amount of deposits to depositors 
whose bank has failed. From the depositors' 
point of view, this protects a part of their 
wealth from bank failures. From a financial 
stability perspective, this promise prevents 
depositors from making panic withdrawals 
from their bank, thereby preventing severe 
economic consequences. 

On 12 July 2010, the Commission adopted a 
legislative proposal for a thorough revision of 
the Directive on Deposit Guarantee Schemes. 
The main elements of this proposal are:
simplification and harmonisation, in particular 
as to the scope of coverage and the
arrangements for payout; further reduction of 
the time limit for paying out depositors and 
better access for DGS to information about 
their members (i.e. banks); Sound and credible 
DGSs that are sufficiently financed; and mutual 
borrowing between DGSs, i.e. a borrowing 
facility in certain circumstances.

At this meeting the rapporteur will present his 
opinion and a deadline for amendments will 
be set. At the request of the rapporteur, the 
legal basis of the Commission proposal will be 
examined by the Committee.

VVOOTTEE
Consideration of 2 legal basis



Number 2/2011-7L 13 Wednesday, 26.01.2011

28.  AMENDMENT OF DIRECTIVE 97/9/EC 
OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF 
THE COUNCIL ON INVESTOR-
COMPENSATION SCHEMES

and

29.  DEPOSIT GUARANTEE SCHEMES 
(RECAST)

Procedure Rule 37(3) 
Basic doc COM(2010) 371 and 

COM(2010)368
Legal basis Article 53(1) TFEU
Rapporteur Lidia Joanna GERINGER 

DE OEDENBERG
Administrator respons. Robert Bray
Lead Comm./rapporteur ECON/Olle SCHMIDT and 

ECON/ Peter SIMON
Opinion Comm./
rapporteur

JURI/Sebastian BODU and 
JURI/Dimitar STOYANOV

Draft Reports Awaiting vote
Draft Opinions To be voted in JURI at this 

meeting

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 27/01/2011
Adoption JURI 27/01/2011

These two proposals, for which the lead 
committee is the Committee on Economic and 
Monetary Affairs, are the subject of draft 
opinions. The rapporteurs for opinion in the 
Committee on Legal Affairs are Sebastian Bodu
and Dimitar Stoyanov, respectively.  Both 
rapporteurs consider that the Commission's 
choice of legal basis (Article 53(1) TFEU) is 
inappropriate. Whereas Mr Stoyanov has 
expressed no opinion as to what he might 
deem the proper legal basis to be, Mr Bodu 
expresses a preference for Article 169(3) 
TFUE.

In view of the request made to the 
committee's coordinators by the two 
rapporteurs for opinion, the committee has 
taken up the question of the legal basis of 
these two proposed measures on its own 
initiative pursuant to Rule 37(3) of the Rules 
of Procedure.

The committee's rapporteur for legal bases, 
Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg, will 
present her opinion on this matter, after which 
the committee will vote.

VVOOTTEE

30.  PROPOSAL FOR A COUNCIL DECISION 
AUTHORISING ENHANCED COOPERATION 
IN THE AREA OF THE CREATION OF 
UNITARY PATENT PROTECTION

Procedure 2010/0384(NLE)
Basic doc COM(2010)0790
Legal basis Art. 329(1) TFEU
Rapporteur Klaus-Heiner LEHNE
Administrator respons. Ewa Wojtowicz

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Consideration of draft 
report

20.01.2011

Deadline for 
amendments

21.01.2011, noon

Adoption JURI 27.01.2011
ADOPTION PLENARY February 2011

The current procedure marks a new stage in 
the long saga on the adoption of the 
Community/European Union patent. In 2000 
the Commission adopted a proposal for a 
Council regulation on the Community patent 
based on Article 308 TEC, which required 
consultation with Parliament and a unanimous 
vote in the Council. On 10 April 2002 
Parliament approved the Commission 
proposal. The negotiations in the Council did 
not achieve any result; however on 4 
December 2009 the Council adopted political 
conclusions on the creation of the EU patent. 

On 1 December 2009, the Lisbon Treaty 
introduced Article 118 TFEU as a new legal 
basis for the adoption of the EU patent as a 
European intellectual property right. That 
legal basis calls for the ordinary legislative 
procedure for the adoption of such rights with 
a separate procedure required for the 
establishment of the language arrangements 
(in accordance with Article 118(2) TFEU a 
special legislative procedure requiring 
unanimity within the Council must be 
followed). Following the entry into force of the 
Lisbon Treaty, the Commission confirmed its 
2000 proposal. In order to accelerate the 
procedure and allow the Council to formally 
transpose its conclusions of 4 December 2009 
into a Council position, which would be the 
next step in the ordinary legislative procedure, 
Parliament on 5 May 2010 confirmed its 2002 
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position as its first-reading position. However, 
the Council has not transposed its conclusions 
into a position and, accordingly, no further 
work on the EU patent can be carried out on 
the basis of the 2000 Commission proposal.

On 30 June 2010 the Commission adopted a 
proposal for a Council Regulation on the 
translation arrangements for the European 
Union patent based on Article 118(2) TFEU, 
which built on the existing language regime of 
the European Patent Office. On 10 December 
2010 the Competitiveness Council confirmed 
that insurmountable difficulties existed 
making a decision on the translation 
arrangements requiring unanimity impossible 
now and in the foreseeable future and the 
establishment of the unitary patent protection 
in the entire European Union could not be 
attained within a reasonable period by 
applying the relevant provisions of the 
Treaties. Following that, twelve member states 
have indicated their intention to establish 
enhanced cooperation between themselves in 
the area of the creation of unitary patent 
protection by addressing a request to the 
Commission in accordance with Article 329(1) 
TFEU. 

The Treaty enables a minimum of nine 
member states to cooperate using the Union's 
institutional framework in an area of Union's 
non-exclusive competences where the 
objectives of such a cooperation can not be 
attained (Article 20 TEU; Article 326ff. TFEU). 
Acts adopted under the enhanced cooperation 
procedure are binding only on the 
participating Member States and do not form 
part of the acquis communautaire. Once it is 
established, the enhanced cooperation will be 
open at any time to all Member States wishing 
to participate in it.

Enhanced cooperation may be launched after 
the Council has granted authorisation on the 
basis of a proposal from the Commission and 
after obtaining the consent of the European 
Parliament (Article 329(1) TFEU). 

Following the requests made by twelve 
Member States, the Commission adopted a 
proposal for a Council Regulation authorising 
enhanced cooperation in the area of the 
creation of unitary patent protection on 14 
December 2010. This proposal arrived even 
before Parliament called on the Commission 

on 15 December 2010 "to come forward with 
a proposal for enhanced cooperation" (see 
point 39 of the Resolution on the Commission 
Work Programme 2011). Commissioner 
Barnier has asked for a fast–track procedure 
to be applied in Parliament in order to enable 
the Council to approve the enhanced 
cooperation in the Competitiveness Council in 
March. It will be only after the enhanced 
cooperation has been approved that the 
Commission will be able to adopt the 
implementing measures, namely the 
legislative proposals on the creation of the 
unitary title and on the language regime.
The Chair of JURI has been appointed as 
rapporteur for the procedure consenting to 
the enhanced cooperation. At the meeting on 
20 January a draft recommendation proposing 
to approve the initiation of the enhanced 
cooperation procedure was presented to the 
Committee. Following an extensive debate the 
Committee decided to ask the Parliament 
Legal Service for a legal opinion on the 
compatibility of the enhanced cooperation 
with the Treaties. A deadline for amendments 
was also set by the Chair.  28 amendments 
were tabled to the draft recommendation, 
including amendments seeking not to give the 
consent to the decision authorising the 
enhanced cooperation. 

At this meeting the Committee will vote.

VVOOTTEE

31.  RIGHT TO INFORMATION IN CRIMINAL 
PROCEEDINGS

Procedure 2010/0215 (COD)
Basic doc COM(2010) 392 final
Legal basis Article 82(2) TFEU
Rapporteur for opinion Jan Philipp ALBRECHT 
Shadow rapporteurs WIELAND (EPP), 

MCCARTHY (S&D),
THEIN (ALDE),
ZIOBRO (ECR), 

MAŠTÁLKA (GUE), 
SPERONI (EFD)

Administrator respons. Edouard Dirrig
Lead Comm./rapporteur LIBE / Birgit SIPPEL 

(S&D)
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PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views (I) 1.12.2010
Draft opinion  14.12.2010
Deadline for ams 11.01.2011 (noon)
Exchange of views (II) 20.01.2011
Adoption JURI  27.01.2011
Adoption Lead Comm. 31.1.2011 (tbc)
ADOPTION PLENARY tbc

Back in 1999, the Tampere European Council 
called for work to launched on common 
minimum standards for suspects or accused 
persons in criminal proceedings both to 
ensure the fairness of criminal proceedings 
and to increase trust between judges in the 
Union in order to facilitate between mutual 
recognition of judgments throughout the 
Union (for example, under the European 
Arrest Warrant). 

Following the failure to agree on a 
comprehensive set of procedural rights for 
suspected or accused persons in criminal 
proceedings during the last legislative term4, 
the Council adopted a "roadmap" on 
procedural rights on 30 November 2009,
adopting a "step-by-step approach and listing 
a number of measures to be dealt with as a 
matter of priority. This approach was 
subsequently endorsed as part of the 
Stockholm Programme in December 2009.

The first of these measures (Measure A of the 
Roadmap), the Directive on the right to 
interpretation and translation in criminal 
proceedings, was adopted earlier this year in 
accordance with the ordinary legislative 
procedure5.

The present proposal (Measure B of the 
Roadmap) seeks to establish a series of rights 
of suspected or accused persons to 
information about their rights and information 
about the charge in criminal proceedings 
against them. 

In particular, the proposal would require 
Member States to provide a "Letter of Rights" 
to ensure that persons are informed of their 
rights promptly. "Indicative models" of such 
letters are provided in two annexes to the 

                                               
4 COM(2004) 328, 28.4.2004.
5 Directive 2010/64/EU of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 20 October 2010 on the right to interpretation and
translation in criminal proceedings.

proposal (one general one and one specific to 
the European Arrest Warrant).

On 3 December, the Justice and Home Affairs 
Council mandated the Presidency to initiate 
discussions with the Parliament  on the basis 
of a Council text having broad support among 
Ministers, with a view to reaching an 
agreement on the proposed directive.

58 amendments tabled by Members (in 
addition to the 31 amendments contained in 
the draft opinion) and a certain number of 
compromises have been brought forward by 
the rapporteur for opinion, Jan Philipp 
Albrecht. 

At this meeting, the vote will take place.

VVOOTTEE

32.  SHORT SELLING AND CERTAIN 
ASPECTS OF CREDIT DEFAULT SWAPS

Procedure 2010/0251(COD)
Basic doc COM(2010)0482
Legal basis Article 114 TFEU
Rapporteur Evelyn REGNER
Administrator respons. Ewa Wojtowicz
Lead Comm./rapporteur ECON/Pascal CANFIN

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 2.12.2010
Deadline for amend. 10.01.2011
Adoption JURI 27.01.2011
Adoption Lead Comm. 7.02.2011

The purpose of the Commission proposal is to 
establish a common framework concerning 
requirements and powers in relation to short 
selling and credit default swaps. The proposal 
is based on Article 114 TFEU.

Short selling of securities is a practice where a 
natural or legal person sells a security he does 
not own, with the intention of buying back an 
identical security at a later point in time. It is 
an established and common practice in most 
financial markets. Short selling can be divided 
into two types: covered short selling where 
the seller has borrowed the security, or made 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2009:295:0001:0003:EN:PDF
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arrangements to ensure it can be borrowed 
before the short sale and uncovered or naked 
short selling (where at the time of the short 
sale the seller has not borrowed the security 
or ensured that it can be borrowed).

At the height of the financial crisis, in 
September 2008, competent authorities in 
several EU Member States and the USA 
adopted emergency measures to restrict or 
ban short selling in some or all securities. The 
measures adopted by Member States were 
divergent as the European Union lacks a 
specific legislative framework for dealing with 
short selling issues.

Earlier this year, concerns were expressed by 
some Member States about the possible role 
played by derivative transactions, notably 
credit default swaps, in relation to the prices 
for Greek sovereign bonds. A number of 
Member States (notably Germany and Greece) 
have recently adopted temporary or 
permanent restrictions at national level 
relating to short selling of shares and/or credit 
default swaps.

The current fragmented approach to short 
selling and credit default swaps limits the 
effectiveness of supervision and the measures 
imposed and results in regulatory arbitrage. It 
may also create confusion in markets and 
costs and difficulties for market participants.

The proposal covers all financial instruments
but provides for a proportionate response to 
the risks that the short selling of different 
instruments may represent. It gives competent 
authorities all the powers necessary for the 
enforcement of the rules. For example, the 
powers cover access to documents and the 
right to obtain information from natural or 
legal persons and to take enforcement action.
In December the Committee held an exchange 
of views and set a deadline for amendments at 
12 January 2011. 55 amendments have been 
tabled to the draft opinion, which contains 33 
amendments presented by the rapporteur. At 
this meeting the Committee will vote in time 
for adoption of the draft report in ECON.

Joint debate (items 33. to 36.)

33.  EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH THE VICE-
PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN 
COMMISSION, MAROŠ ŠEFČOVIČ, 
COMMISSIONER FOR INTER-
INSTITUTIONAL RELATIONS AND 
ADMINISTRATION

Maroš Šefčovič Vice-President Commissioner 
in charge of Inter-Institutional Relations and 
Administration

34.  GUARANTEEING INDEPENDENT 
IMPACT ASSESSMENTS

Procedure 2010/2016(INI)
Rapporteur Angelika NIEBLER
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog
Opinion Comm./
rapporteur

IMCO / Barbara WEILER,
ENVI / Martin CALLANAN,

ECON / Derk Jan EPPINK,
ITRE / Giles CHICHESTER,

REGI, BUDG.
Draft Report PE454.384v02-00
Working document PE442.950v02-00

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

First exchange of views 22/23.03.2010
Presentation of working 
document

23.06.2010

Mini-hearing 27.10.2010
Presentation of draft 
report and exchange of 
views

02.12.2010

Consideration of draft 
report

27.01.2011

Deadline for amend. 02.03.2011
Consideration of 
amendments

21.03.2011

Adoption JURI 22.03.2011
ADOPTION PLENARY April 2011

This initiative report concerns an issue which 
was raised by the Legal Affairs Committee in a 
number of reports, on the basis of which 
Parliament has repeatedly asked for 'external, 
independent scrutiny of the conduct of impact 
assessments'. In 2006 the President of the 

http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-2014/sefcovic/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-2014/sefcovic/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-2014/sefcovic/index_en.htm
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Commission set up an Impact Assessment 
Board (IAB) under his authority to assess the 
quality of impact assessments drafted by its 
services, but the Commission is opposed to the 
very idea of external scrutiny. Parliament 
expressed its support for the setting-up of the 
IAB, but considered that its being situated 
inside the Commission was at odds with the 
requirement of independence.

The present report aims to analyse various 
options which could satisfy Parliament's 
requirements. The Rapporteur, Angelika 
NIEBLER, already presented a working 
document in June 2010 and discussed the U.S. 
approach to impact assessment during the 
JURI Delegation to Washington D.C. in 
September 2010. Furthermore, in October 
2010 a presentation was made by Ms Mariell 
Juhlin and Mr Paweł Janowski from Matrix 
Insight of the interim results of a comparative 
study that has been commissioned by the 
Committee and which will be concluded in 
early March 2011. A first exchange of view on 
the draft report was held in December 2010.

At this meeting, an exchange of views will be 
held with Commissioner Šefčovič and the 
Committee will consider the draft report. 

35.  27TH ANNUAL REPORT ON 
MONITORING THE APPLICATION OF EU 
LAW (2009)

Procedure INI
Basic docs COM(2010)0538

SEC(2010)1143
SEC(2010)1144

Rapporteur Eva LICHTENBERGER
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 27.01.2011
Adoption JURI 2011
ADOPTION PLENARY 2011

In the previous legislature Parliament 
repeatedly voiced its concern about the formal 
transposition and correct application of EU
law by Member States and the Commission's 
monitoring activities, especially with regard to 
infringement procedures and citizens' 
complaints. 

With the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty 
on 1 December 2009 the Treaties were 

modified when it comes to competences of the 
Commission in the application of EU law, with 
the addition of some monitoring and 
enforcement functions, primarily the 
possibility under Article 260 TFEU to ask the 
ECJ to impose swifter financial sanctions on a 
Member State in the case of late transposition 
of a directive. 

In Parliament's resolution on the 26th Annual 
Report for 20086, concerns were raised about 
transparency issues, with citizens and other 
institutions not being provided with sufficient 
information about the true state of application 
of EU law, specifically for the purposes of 
petitions from citizens and the Parliament's 
role of scrutiny of the Commission's discharge 
of its role as guardian of the Treaties. 
Parliament also highlighted its proposal for a 
'procedural code' for the various aspects of the 
infringement procedure, and recalled that JURI 
recently launched a Working Group on EU 
administrative law.

In its 27th Annual Report on monitoring the 
application of EU law, the Commission 
addresses primarily late transposition, 
correlation tables and transparency issues and 
the role of expert groups, citizens, business 
and civil society in monitoring the application 
of EU law.

At this meeting, an exchange of views will be 
held with Commissioner Šefčovič. 

36.  BETTER LEGISLATION, SUBSIDIARITY 
AND PROPORTIONNALITY AND SMART 
REGULATION

Procedure INI
Basic docs COM(2010)0543,

COM(2010)0547
Rapporteur Sajjad KARIM
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog
Opinion Comm./
rapporteur

AFCO / Morten 
MESSERSCHMIDT

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 27.01.2011
Adoption JURI 2011
ADOPTION PLENARY 2011

                                               
6 European Parliament resolution of 25 November 2010 on the 
26th Annual Report on Monitoring the Application of European 
Union Law (2008) (P7_TA(2010)0437).
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In the Presidency Conclusions from the Spring 
2007 European Council, Member States and 
EU institutions were called upon to implement 
the renewed Lisbon Strategy for Growth and 
Jobs by enhancing the better regulation 
agenda in order to create a more dynamic 
business environment. Commission President 
Barroso responded to this in his Political 
Guidelines for the Next Commission of 3 
September 2009 by suggesting to turn the 
Lisbon Strategy into the "EU 2020" strategy, 
which were to emphasise competitiveness and 
less administrative burden through smart 
regulation to make markets work for people, 
and with a clear focus on public consultations, 
impact assessments, comitology and 
simplification of existing legislation.

The communication on Smart Regulation in 
the EU (COM(2010)0543) expands on this by 
outlining the measures that the Commission 
plans to take in order to ensure the quality of 
regulation throughout the policy cycle, from 
the design of policy to its evaluation and 
revision. A progress report is planned for the 
second half of 2012.

The 17th Report for 2009 (COM(2010)0547)
deals for the first time with the enhanced role 
for national Parliaments, which can express 
their views on whether draft legislative 
proposals comply with the principle of 
subsidiarity.  

The Commission applies checks on the respect 
for subsidiarity and proportionality in 

legislative work at three stages of the policy 
development process: 1. A preliminary 
analysis for major initiatives in the 
Commission Work Programme; 2. A fuller 
analysis as part of the impact assessment 
process; and 3. A justification in the 
explanatory memorandum and recitals of each 
legal proposal.

At this meeting, an exchange of views will be 
held with Commissioner Šefčovič. 

37.  RULE 38A: SUBSIDIARITY:

Since 20 January 2011 Parliament has 
received no reasoned opinions from 
National Parliaments raising concerns 
about subsidiarity:

38.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

39. DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING

Brussels

Monday 28 February 2011
3:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

The library website provides direct access to many documents and sources related to the work of the JURI committee:

 Legal affairs policy area page

 Case law portal

 Upcoming conferences and seminars

 Useful databases

To learn more about the use of these pages and databases, register for a training.
In addition a team of information specialists is always available to help you with specific requests. Do not hesitate to ask the 
library.

****

LIBRARY NEWS

http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/search.form?src=0
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAreaPosts.form?policyAreaId=23
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/rep/05-LegalandInstitutionalaffairs/05-02-LegalAffairs/Case-law/lega-page-intro.htm
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAreaPostDetail.form?selectedCategoryId=103&postId=29825&policyAreaId=23
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/cmsContent.form?pageId=104
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/infosession.form
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/ems.form
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/ems.form
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