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09.00 - 10.15 Towards an efficient VAT system in the EU   

   

09.00 - 09.05 Opening address by Sharon Bowles, Chair of the ECON Committee 

09.05 - 09.10 Presentation by Philippe Marini, Chair of the Finance Committee of the French Senate  

09.10 - 09.15 Presentation by Thomas Jensen, Member of the Fiscal Affairs Committee of the Danish 

Parliament 

09.15 - 09.20 Presentation by János Veres, Member of the Hungarian Parliament  

09.20 - 10.15 Exchange of views between Members of the European Parliament and National Parliaments 

 

10.15 - 11.30 Fiscal consolidation and structural reforms: exchange of best practices 

 

10.15 - 10.20 Opening address by Sharon Bowles, Chair of the ECON Committee 

10.20 - 10.25 Presentation by Cora van Nieuwenhuizen-Wijbenga, Chair of the Finance Committee of the 

Dutch House of Representatives  

10.25 - 10.30 Presentation by Vicente Martínez-Pujalte, Member of the Spanish Congress of Deputies  

10.30 - 11.30 Exchange of views between Members of the European Parliament and National Parliaments  



 

Presentation of the topics 

 

TOPIC 1 - Towards an efficient VAT system in the EU 

 

The Commission launched in 2011 an extensive stakeholders consultation with its Green Paper on the Future of 

VAT (to which ECON responded with an INI report), which led to its Strategy paper of Future of VAT and 

several subsequent legislative proposals. The Commission plans further proposals in the new mandate, notably 

on increasing the efficiency of the EU VAT system, by reducing exemptions, reduced rates and zero-rating. 

The importance of VAT , both as a partially harmonised EU indirect tax and a partial EU own resource, cannot 

be understated. In the EU in 2011 over EUR 900 billion was collected. Yet more could and arguably should be 

collected. Uncollected VAT is due to numerous factors but undoubtedly includes fraud. Another important 

aspect in VAT collection is establishing a more efficient and simpler system through reduction of complexity 

and administrative burden. 

Therefore it could be of interest to discuss which measures individual Member States have introduced to reform 

their VAT systems at national level, and what further measures will be required to make their systems more 

fraud- and avoidance-proof and compatible with a smooth functioning of the single Market. 

 

TOPIC 2 - Fiscal consolidation and structural reforms: exchange of best practices 

 

The 2014 Annual Growth Survey has identified priorities to pursue differentiated growth-friendly fiscal 

consolidation, to promote growth and competitiveness and to modernise public administration. Member States 

will be asked to pursue the implementation of structural reforms and to consolidate public finances over the 

course of the new Semester cycle. 

However, the efforts in several European countries to implement structural reforms in the context of the crisis 

come along with a serious downside risk. Reforms undertaken during a debt crisis to consolidate public finances 

and enhance growth need the necessary long run political support. Europe has meanwhile established new 

support instruments for Member States that are in financial difficulties, alleviating their financing risks on the 

markets. Consequently, missing reforms may no longer result in losing financial market access. In this new 

situation, voters may reconsider the recent policy reforms in several countries. 

Against this background, it is particularly important to understand with the beginning of a new Semester cycle (i) 

how further structural reforms can be complemented with other measures to increase overall political support; 

(ii) how the European Union as a whole can provide better incentives to Member States to undertake reforms; 

(iii) as far as fiscal consolidation is concerned, what kind of methodology exists to identify inefficient public 

spending that could be first targeted when applying fiscal consolidation. Which best practices exist in Member 

States here? 


