
2013-04_18_COORD_PV 1/6 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
 

COMMITTEE ON THE ENVIRONMENT, PUBLIC HEALTH AND FOOD SAFETY 
 

CO-ORDINATORS' MEETING 
 
 

Thursday 18 April 2013, 10.15-11.15 
 
 

Room LOW S 4.2 
 

RESULTS 
 

18 April 2013 
Present 
Mr Groote, Chairman 
Mr Liese, Co-coordinator of the EPP Group 
Mr Seeber, Co-coordinator of the EPP Group 
Ms McAvan, Coordinator of the S&D Group 
Mr Gerbrandy, 1st Vice-Chair, replacing the Coordinator of the ALDE Group 
Mr Staes, replacing the Coordinator of the Greens/EFA Group 
Ms Rosbach, Coordinator of the ECR Group 
Ms Liotard, Coordinator of the GUE/NGL Group 
 
Also present  
Ms Ayuso, contact person for relations with the EFSA 
Ms Girling, rapporteur for the Honey Directive 
 
Apologies: 
Mr Davies, Coordinator of the ALDE Group 
Ms Hassi, Coordinator of the Greens/EFA Group 
Mr Rossi, Coordinator of the EFD Group 
 

 

In camera 

Decisions on procedure 
 
Reports 

A.1. eHealth Action Plan 2012-2020 - Innovative healthcare for the 21st century 
 ENVI/7/11532 
[EC] 
 
Decision: Rapporteur to be nominated by the EPP Group 

 

* 

* * * 
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Opinions 
 
[none] 
 

Documents received for information 
 
[none] 
 
B.  DECISIONS ON OTHER ACTIVITIES  
 
B.1. Ongoing own-initiative reports (no more than 6 at any given time): 
Only for information 
 
The following ordinary INI reports are currently progressing: 
 
 On 12 September 2012, the coordinators decided to seek authorisation for the 

following new own-initiative report "Eco-innovation - Jobs and Growth through 
environmental policy - approved by CCC on 22 October, CoP 15 November) - 
Rapporteur Ms KADENBACH, S&D 

 On 12 September 2012, the coordinators decided to seek authorisation for the 
following new own-initiative report "Innovating for Sustainable Growth: A 
Bioeconomy for Europe" (COM(2012)0060); approved by CCC on 22 October, CoP 
15 November - Rapporteur Mr BARTOLOZZI, EPP [Vote in ENVI foreseen for 29 
May 2013] 

 Report from the Commission to the Council on the basis of Member States' reports on 
the implementation of the Council Recommendation (2009/C 151/01) on patient 
safety, including the prevention and control of healthcare associated infections - 
COM(2012)0658 - Coordinators' decision of 29 November 2012 - Rapporteur: Mr 
ROSSI, EFD , approved by CCC 15 January 2013, CoP 6 February 2013 

 Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the 
European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions: eHealth 
Action Plan 2012-2020 - Innovative healthcare for the 21st century - COM(2012)0736 
- the coordinators decided on 18 December 2012 to short-list this paper as a candidate 
for a possible own-initiative report, on 24 January 2013, the coordinators decided to 
seek authorisation for the following new own-initiative report; approved by CCC 12 
March 2013, by CoP on 11 April 2013. 

 European Strategy on Plastic Waste in the Environment - Coordinators' decision of 
21 March 2013, authorisation pending. 

 The food crisis, fraud in the food chain and the control thereof - Coordinators' 
decision of 21 March 2013, authorisation pending - CCC on 16 April 2013 

 
Plus the following legislative own-initiative report: 
 

 Parliament's rights in the appointment procedure of future Executive Directors 
of the European Environment Agency – amendment of Article 9 of Regulation 
(EC) No 401/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 
2009 on the European Environment Agency and the European Environment 
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Information and Observation Network - On 21 March, the Coordinators, acting 
on the basis of recommendation from the Conference of Presidents decided to seek 
authorisation for this legislative INI report - CCC on 16 April 2013 

 
 
B.2. Ongoing implementation reports 
Only for information 
 
One per year - the following for 20131: 
 
 Developing and applying carbon capture & storage technology in Europe - 

Coordinators' decision of 21 March 2013 - CCC on 16 April 2013 
 

 
 
B.3. Short-list of possible new own-initiative reports: 
 
None - quota exhausted 
 
 

B.4. Petitions received for information 

None 

                                                 
1  The implementation report for 2012: "Improving the delivery of benefits from EU environment measures: 

building confidence through better knowledge and responsiveness" - Rapporteur Mr ROSSI, EFD - was 
adopted on 23 January 2013. 
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C. DECISIONS ON OTHER ISSUES 
 
C.1. Appointment of Member to Management Board of European Food Safety Authority 
(EFSA) 
[JD] 
 
in the presence of Ms Ayuso MEP, contact person for relations with the EFSA 
 
The papers for the meeting included  
 a request dated 20 March 2013 from the Council to the European Parliament inviting 

it to react within 3 months "and in any case no later than in June 2013" 
 an email of 15 April 2013 from Robert Vanhoorde, HoU in DG SANCO. 

 
Decision 
 
The coordinators  
 

 noted that one Member of the EFSA's Management Board, which had resigned 
on 8 May 2012, had to be replaced until the end of her term of office 

 noted that the appointment procedure was governed by Article 25 of Regulation 
178/2002, according to which "the European Parliament may make its views 
available for consideration by the Council, which will then appoint the 
Management Board"2 

 held an exchange of views on the short-listed candidates and the selection 
criteria 

 agreed to propose Ms Margarita ARBOIX ARZO as a Member of the 
Management Board of the EFSA 

                                                 
2 Article 25 
Management Board 
 
1. The Management Board shall be composed of 14 members appointed by the Council in 
consultation with the European Parliament from a list drawn up by the Commission which includes a 
number of candidates substantially higher than the number of members to be appointed, plus a 
representative of the Commission. Four of the members shall have their background in organisations 
representing consumers and other interests in the food chain. 
 
The list drawn up by the Commission, accompanied by the relevant documentation, shall be 
forwarded to the European Parliament. As soon as possible and within three months of such 
communication, the European Parliament may make its views available for consideration by the 
Council, which will then appoint the Management Board. 
 
The members of the Board shall be appointed in such a way as to secure the highest standards of 
competence, a broad range of relevant expertise and, consistent with these, the broadest possible 
geographic distribution within the Union. 
 
2. Members' term of office shall be four years, and may be renewed once. However, for the first 
mandate, this period shall be six years for half of the members. 
[...] 
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 noted that Ms Arboix Arzo, in addition to her professional qualifications, is a 
member of the Catalonian Consumer Organisation (Organisción de 
Consumidores y Usuarios de Cataluña) 

 instructed the Chairman to inform the President of the European Parliament of 
the Committee's recommendation, so as to enable the Conference of Presidents 
to take a final decision on the position of the European Parliament. 

 
 
 
C.2. Honey Directive: Decision on legal opinion and impact assessment 
[JD] 
 
in the presence of Ms Girling, rapporteur for the Honey Directive 
 
Decision 
 
1. The coordinators decided to request a Legal Opinion from the Legal Service on the 
following questions: 
 

"1. On the assumption that pollen is considered as an ingredient for the purposes 
of labelling, are there legal options which would allow honey with GM-pollen to 
be labelled in accordance with Article 12 of Regulation 1829/2003, while at the 
same time avoiding the requirement of labelling honeypots with an ingredients list 
in accordance with Article 18 of Regulation 1169/2011? 
 
2. Regardless whether the reply to Question 1 is positive or negative, is it legally 
possible to complement Article 123 of Regulation 1829/2003 so as to apply not just 
a single threshold for GM pollen as a percentage of total pollen content, but, 
rather, distinct thresholds for GM pollen as a percentage of pollen from individual 
plant species? 

                                                 
3 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:2003R1829:20080410:EN:PDF 
La b e l l i n g 
Article 12 
Scope 
1. This Section shall apply to foods which are to be delivered as such 
to the final consumer or mass caterers in the Community and which: 
(a) contain or consist of GMOs; or 
(b) are produced from or contain ingredients produced from GMOs. 
2. This Section shall not apply to foods containing material which 
contains, consists of or is produced from GMOs in a proportion no 
higher than 0,9 per cent of the food ingredients considered individually 
or food consisting of a single ingredient, provided that this presence is 
adventitious or technically unavoidable. 
3. In order to establish that the presence of this material is adventitious 
or technically unavoidable, operators must be in a position to 
supply evidence to satisfy the competent authorities that they have taken 
appropriate steps to avoid the presence of such material. 
4. Measures designed to amend non-essential elements of this Regulation 
by supplementing it and establishing appropriate lower thresholds, 
in particular in respect of foods containing or consisting of GMOs, or 
taking account of advances in science and technology shall be adopted 
in accordance with the regulatory procedure with scrutiny referred to in 
Article 35(3). 
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3. In case the reply to Questions 1 or 2 is affirmative, is it legally possible to 
facilitate compliance with the rules, in a way that no extensive sampling and 
analysis is necessary? This could e.g. encompass that honey is considered as GM-
free (no labelling required) if a beekeeper can prove that within XY kilometres 
around his/her beehive(s) no GM plants are cultivated." 

 
 
2. The Coordinators decided to request assessments on  

 
A) the impact of the ECJ ruling (so as to clarify which consequences the ruling 
entails for the practical application of the existing legislation), in the in the form 
of a classical study by Policy Department A 
 
B) the impact of the Commission proposal in the form of an impact assessment 
to be carried out by the EP Impact Assessment Unit. 
 

Furthermore, it was noted that assessments on impact of additional options might be 
requested at a later stage in the light of the outcome of the Legal Opinion. 

 
* 

*     * 
 
 
 

D. DOCUMENTS FOR INFORMATION 
 
1) Letter of 28 March 2013 from Mr Lehne to Committee Chairs on Structured Dialogue 
 
2) Letter of 3 April 2013 from Mr Correia de Campos, Chair of STOA, to Mr Groote on 
STOA study: "Making Perfect life - European Governance Challenges in 21st Century Bio-
engineering" 


