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Special Committee on the policy challenges and budgetary resources for a sustainable 
European Union after 2013

Mission accomplished? SURE!
Dear reader,

Time flies. For exactly 11 months, from the 
constitutive meeting on 8 July 2010 to the 
adoption of our report in plenary on 8 June 2011, 
our special committee worked on fulfilling its 
mandate, with concentration and focus. In less 
than a year we had to report back to Plenary on 
Parliament's political and budgetary priorities for 
the next MFF, on its structure, duration and 
financial resources necessary and, last but not 
least, on the link of the MFF with the reform of 
the financing system of the EU budget. And all 
this before the Commission presented its 
proposals on the next MFF. Unlike previous 
exercises conducted by Parliament, we were 
asked to take initiative and, without the 'safety 
net' of a Commission proposal, build from 
scratch a sound basis for Parliament's 
negotiations on the new MFF. 

Our work has only been successful because it 
was characterised by transparency, solidarity 
and mutual trust. Despite their different views 
and opinions, SURE Members of all political 
groups have always put the common European 
interest first - you'll find a family picture at the 
end of this newsletter. 

Under the guidance of our rapporteur Salvador 
Garriga, assisted by a secretariat uniting 
expertise and unfailing dedication and by 
political group advisors and Members' assistants 
who were both results-oriented and unceasingly 
constructive, the SURE Committee has achieved 
an outcome which we can be proud of!

Aft e r  20 committee meetings, four working 
documents, one draft report, 10 Commissioners 
heard, 1094 tabled and 117 compromise 
amendments, 70 plenary amendments, 3 hours 
of plenary debate and a smooth vote, we got the 
support of a very large majority of the House 
(468 in favour, 134 against, 54 abstentions). I 
invite you to browse through the 176 paragraphs 
of the Resolution and judge for yourself. ("Wer 
lesen kann ist im Vorteil!"). 

I consider that the European Parliament's 
position on the next MFF is well argued, 
reasonable and realistic. It also makes a strong 
argument in favour of "more Europe" -
something so urgently needed at the moment.

A wealth of information creates a poverty of 
attention. I will refrain thus from summarising the 
main contents of the resolution but instead seize 
your precious reading time to highlight a few of 
its key messages which I believe should guide 
our efforts towards a new MFF meeting the 
expectations of European citizens:
 The case for the EU budget has to be better 

justified than ever: achieving European added 
value ( E A V )  and ensuring efficiency, 
effectiveness and economy should be guiding 
principles of the MFF negotiation.

 Regardless of realisable savings, the EU 
budget, at its current overall level, is not 
capable of closing the financing gap deriving 
from additional financing needs arising from 
the Treaty of Lisbon as well as from existing 
policy priorities and commitments. 

 We need a credible MFF. In the absence of 
increased resources Council should clearly 
identify which of its polit ical priorities or 
projects should be dropped altogether.

 An in-depth reform of EU own resources is 
necessary if we want a budget aimed at 
maximising the European common interest 
and added value instead of focussing on so-
called 'net balances'. 

 Parliament cannot succeed in this quest alone. 
It needs the support of the public opinion and, 
notably, of national parliaments. We need a
wide-ranging public debate on the scope and 
direction of the Union's MFF and revenue 
system.

The spirit of cooperation and inclusion prevailing 
throughout our mandate has made my task as 
chairwoman of the committee an easy one. My 
most sincere thanks to everybody! I look forward 
to a challenging MFF negotiation process. 

SUREly yours,

SURE 
Committee

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2011-0266+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
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