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DELEGATIONS 

 

Ad hoc delegation on the situation of 

migrant workers in Qatar (Doha 23-24 

March 2014 

 

The ad hoc delegation was composed of Mario David, 

Chair (EPP/Portugal), Oana Antonescu (EPP/Romania), 

Richard Howitt (S&D, UK), Barbara Lochbihler 

(Greens/Germany), Jacek Protasiewicz (EPP/Poland) and 

Nicole Sinclaire (NI/UK). 

 

The delegation's aim was to follow up on the European 

Parliament resolution of 21 November 2013 on the 

situation of migrant workers in Qatar.   

 

The visit included meetings with the Government – the 

Prime Minister, Minister for the Interior, Deputy 

Foreign Minister and Directors from the Ministries of 

Foreign Affairs and Labour; representatives of the 

consultative Shura Council, the Qatar Foundation for 

Protection and Social Rehabilitiation; the Supreme 

Committee in charge of the World Cup 2022 

preparations, as well as civil society activists, including 

victims of the Kafala sponsorship system that governs 

the status of migrant workers. 
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The delegation visited the Detention and Deportation 

Center and held direct discussions with detained 

migrants. The delegation expressed concern about the 

detention of children and individuals in this facility 

solely on the basis that they have fled their employers 

and called on the Qatari authorities to follow the UN 

recommendation and replace the Center with appropriate 

shelters. 

 

The delegation welcomed the assurances given by the 

Qatari authorities regarding measures aimed at raising 

awareness among migrant workers of their rights and the 

promised major reform of the Kefala sponsorship system 

as a whole. 

 

The Supreme Committee responsible for the preparations 

of the World Cup 2022 presented its detailed plan to 

impose workers’ welfare standards on all projects linked 

to the upcoming World Cup.  These standards, however, 

will only apply to the World Cup projects. 

 

The visit coincided with the visit of the European 

Parliament Delegation for Relations with the Arab 

Peninsula.  The two visits were coordinated as far as 

possible and the two delegations is sued a joint Press 

Statement. 

 

DROI delegation to the 25th session of the 

UN Human Rights Council, Geneva, 24-25 

March 2014  
 

This year’s DROI delegation to the 25
th

 session of the 

Human Rights Council (HRC) in Geneva took place on 

24-25 March.  Barbara Lochbihler (Greens/Germany) 

chaired the small delegation whose other Member was 

Mark Demesmaeker (Greens/Belgium). 

 

DROI has been sending a delegation to the HRC spring 

session for a number of years and this engagement is 

very highly valued both by the EU Delegation to the 

HRC and by the other EU Heads of Mission, who 

continue to suggest that an even more frequent presence 

of the DROI delegation at the HRC would be useful in 

showing that public opinion, as represented by the 

European Parliament, “stands for the same values” as 

those being represented by the EU at the HRC. 

 

The intensive programme included meetings with the 

Saudi Arabian Ambassador, the Iranian Ambassador 

(touching upon the prospects for an EU-Iran Human 

Rights Dialogue); the Ambassador of Mexico 

(discussions focused on the abuse of migrants passing 

through Mexico, violence against women and 

feminicide, and abuses by the armed forces); the 

Ambassador of Egypt, who was accompanied by Dr 

Mona Zulficar, Vice President of the ‘Egypt 

Committee of the 50’, responsible for drafting the 2013 

Egyptian Constitution; the Ambassador of Cambodia, 

and the Ambassador of Myanmar. 

 

The delegation also had a useful meeting with Christof 

Heyns, UN SR on Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary 

Executions, to discuss the use of and the need for an 

international regulating framework on armed drones 

and robots. 

 

DROI delegation to Astana and Almaty, 

Republic of Kazakhstan, 26-29 March 

2014 
 

The DROI delegation consisted of Ms Elisabeth Jeggle, 

(EPP/Germany) who chaired it, Mr Daniel van der 

Stoep (NI/The Netherlands). 

 

The visit took place one week after the last round of 

negotiations for an enhanced EU-Kazakhstan 

Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA). 

Finalising the PCA would require the national 

authorities to implement substantive political reforms 

in order to promote good governance, human rights and 

to build up an open and democratic society. 

 

MEPs appreciated the friendly discussions during their 

visit. The Kazak authorities did indeed show a great 

willingness to discuss all topics, even on more sensitive 

issues, openly.  

 

The delegation addressed the meeting of the 

Consultative-Advisory Body on Human Dimension, a 

government controlled platform for dialogue on 

democracy, rule of law and human rights with civil 

society. However, permission was not granted for the 

delegation to visit Vladimir Kozlov, leader of the 

opposition party Alga, in prison.  Nevertheless, Mr 

Kozlov was transferred to a detention centre close to 

his place of residence during the DROI mission, which 

has to be seen as a positive move. 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201403/20140325ATT81738/20140325ATT81738EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201403/20140325ATT81738/20140325ATT81738EN.pdf
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On the other hand, the human rights situation in 

Kazakhstan was considered to be better than in the other 

countries in the region. There are no systematic human 

rights violations, freedom of religion is not considered a 

main issue, and a moratorium on the death penalty has 

been in place since 2003.  Nevertheless, freedom of the 

press and freedom of assembly are restricted. The lack of 

an independent judiciary has been was identified by 

NGOs as key concern. 

 

Press Statement 

MAIN POINTS OF THE DROI AGENDA 

Hearing on human rights in Russia, 22 January  

 

This public hearing was the 

third on human rights in 

Russia over the past year and 

featured contributions from 

Russian human rights 

activists, representatives from 

several EU institutions, and a 

high-level Russian official 

(Ambassador Konstantin 

Dolgov, Special 

Representative for Human 

Rights of the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs). 

 

 
 

Despite the recent release of political prisoners, new 

restrictive legislation has put fundamental freedoms and 

the rule of law under threat. The main topics of 

discussion included new laws on LGBT rights as well as 

the increasingly reduced space for civil society 

organisations as a result of the ‘foreign agent’ law.  

 

Exchange of views on South Sudan, 22 January  

 

The discussion highlighted the human rights violations 

that have taken place since the eruption of the crisis in 

mid-December 2013: mass killings, extra-judicial 

killings, arbitrary detention, sexual violence, 

widespread destruction of property and looting. 

 

All speakers discussed the necessity for the 

international community to draw lessons on how to 

deal with crises. DG ECHO stressed that humanitarian 

access is a universal principle and should not be part of 

the cease-fire negotiations or instrumentalised in any 

way. Members regretted that the mandate of the EUSR 

for Sudan and South Sudan had not been renewed and 

was now part of the mandate of the EUSR for the Horn 

of Africa.   

 

Furthermore, MEPs stressed support for the work of the 

AU Commission of Enquiry and the forthcoming report 

by the UN Assistant Secretary-General for Human 

Rights, Ivan Simonovic. They agreed that DROI 

follow-up on South Sudan will be needed during the 

coming year.  

 

Exchange of views with Emily O’Reilly, 

European Ombudsman, 23 January 

 

DROI held an 

exchange of 

views with 

two key 

speakers on 

EU border 

control and 

refugees: Ms 

Emily 

O'Reilly, the 

European Ombudsman, who presented her recent 

special report on Frontex, and Professor Elspeth Guild, 

who presented the DROI study on “Current challenges 

regarding the international refugee law, with focus on 

EU policies and EU co-operation with UNHCR”.  

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201405/20140508ATT83536/20140508ATT83536EN.pdf
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Ms O’Reilly regretted that the EU Border Agency 

(Frontex) had not accepted her recommendation for a 

mechanism to deal directly with complaints on alleged 

breaches of fundamental rights  by Frontex. She also 

stressed that any person working in an official capacity 

must be accountable to the European institutions, 

including the European Parliament. Prof. Guild pointed 

to the need to have a much fuller commitment by 

Member States on the resettlement of refugees from at-

risk places.  

 

The European Commission (DG Home) spoke of the  

recent procedures set up to guarantee a proper monitoring 

of full respect of fundamental rights by Frontex. Finally, 

the Frontex liaison officer spoke and refuted the point 

about Frontex not accepting the European Ombudsman’s 

recommendation on a complaints mechanism. He further 

stated that Frontex simply did not have such a mandate. 

 

Exchange of views with Stavros Lambrinidis , 

EU Special Representative for Human Rights , 

23 January 

 

 
 

The EUSR outlined his activities during his term in 

office so far, focusing on his original priorities, which 

included countries in transition, empowering civil 

society, safeguarding the universality of human rights, 

and making EU policy in multilateral and regional more 

effective. He emphasised that the EU Strategic 

Framework adopted in 2012 was remarkable as it 

represented the highest common denominator, defined as 

a basis for the EU’s stance on human rights. Members’ 

questions focused on human rights dialogues, the 

coherence of EU policy, human rights guidelines, as well 

as country situations, notably Ukraine, Russia, Bahrain, 

Iran, the Central African Republic, and South Sudan. In 

his closing remarks, the EUSR underlined the important 

contribution and further potential of the EP in the field 

of human rights.  

 

Hearing on human rights in West Papua, New 

Guinea, 23 January 

 

This public hearing 

addressed the situation of 

ethnic minorities in Papua 

who still face 

discrimination and 

restrictions despite the 

special autonomy status of 

the province.  These 

restrictions apply 

specifically to the allocation 

of revenue from the 

exploitation of natural 

resources, the freedoms of 

speech and assembly, and access to health and 

education. The culture of impunity among the security 

forces and the lack of investigation into extra-judicial 

killings were also discussed. It was concluded that 

dialogue is the key and that the EU-Indonesia 

Partnership and Cooperation Agreement provides the 

framework for addressing these issues.  

 

Presentation of the study "Child soldiers and 

the EU's policy on children and armed 

conflicts", 12 February 

 

The study as well as the overall EU policy framework 

for children associated with armed conflicts was well 

received by Members. The focus should now be on 

implementation and on an efficient and flexible use of 

the available EU funding. In this context, the authors 

concluded that the Instrument for Stability is under-

utilised. In line with the UN objectives, the EU is 

promoting the further ratification of the Optional 

Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child 

on the involvement of children in armed conflict, as 

well as bringing to an end children’s association with 

State armed forces in armed conflict by 2016.  

 

Link to study 

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2014/433845/EXPO-DROI_ET(2014)433845_EN.pdf


Issue No. 18, First Quarter 2014 

 

 

 5 

Briefing with Bert Theuermann, Chair of 

COHOM, with a view to the spring session of 

the Human Rights Council, 12 February 

 

DROI hosted the COHOM Chair, 

Bert Theuermann, for this exchange 

of views on the EU's priorities for 

the 25th session of the Human 

Rights Council (HRC) and setting 

priorities for the DROI delegation to 

Geneva in March.  

 

He outlined the EU's priorities for 

the March HRC session, as adopted 

by the Foreign Affairs Council on 10 February. He 

covered various country situations, including Syria, the 

DPRK, Burma/Myanmar, Iran, Sri Lanka, South Sudan, 

Belarus, Israel, the Central African Republic, Mali, Cote 

D'Ivoire, the DRC, and the MENA region. He also 

addressed thematic issues: the rights of the child; LGBTI 

rights, freedom of religion and belief, freedom of opinion 

and expression on and off-line, guidelines on torture, a 

moratorium on the death penalty, women's rights and 

gender equality, preserving an independent human rights 

system with space for civil society, and strengthening the 

UN treaty-body system.  

 

He concluded his remarks by discussing the forthcoming 

EP resolution on the EU's priorities for the HRC, adopted 

in the meantime in the February II plenary, including key 

points to include in the resolution. 

 

Exchange of views on human rights criteria in 

arms export, 12 February 

 

The debate focused on the revision of the 2008 EU 

Common Position and to clarify on the Arms Trade 

Treaty (ATT). Members also called on the relevant 

Council Working Groups (notably COHOM and 

COARM) to make full use of the Human Rights Country 

Strategies drafted by the EU Delegation as instruments 

for Member States to use when assessing human rights 

situations in particular countries of concern. These 

countries include: Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Bahrain, and 

“Arab Spring” countries such as Egypt and Libya, all of 

which received substantive arms imports originating 

from EU Member States before 2011. 

 

Regarding the ATT, the ratification process remains the 

challenge. One idea raised called for States that do not 

ratify the ATT to be banned from exporting/importing 

arms. The DROI Chair suggested the establishment of 

an independent group of experts to provide advice to 

COARM on the application and implementation of the 

eight export criteria, as well as on drawing up a list of 

third countries requiring special vigilance. As arms 

exports are almost exclusively dealt with at the 

Member State level, speakers recommended an 

increased role for national parliaments in pushing for 

more transparency and accountability from their 

respective governments. 

 

Hearing on Kazakhstan in view of the 

forthcoming DROI delegation, 12 February 

 

In this hearing, three 

Kazakh speakers, who had 

all been victims of political 

repression and jailed for 

lengthy periods, reported on 

the current situation. They 

explained that many human 

rights remain curtailed 

through state control over 

citizens, lack of freedom of 

speech, press, assembly, 

religion and association — 

all of which were 

highlighted by Parliament in an April 2013 resolution. 

 

MEPs expressed concern about the speaker's security 

and insisted that a visit to jailed political prisoners, in 

particular Mr. Kozlov, should be a priority for the 

forthcoming DROI delegation. (for more details see 

section on DROI delegations). 

 

Hearing on sport and human rights – focusing 

on the situation of migrant workers in Qatar, 13 

February 

 

This hearing and the March ad hoc delegation to Qatar 

were authorised by the Conference of Presidents as a 

follow-up to the November urgency resolution on the 
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situation of migrant workers in Qatar, which will host the 

2022 FIFA football World Cup.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

The hearing brought together high-level representatives 

from the sport’s governing body FIFA, the International 

Labour Organisation, and the International Trade 

Confederation, as well as representatives of the world 

football players’ union FIFPro, and Amnesty 

International. The panel also included Mr Zahir 

Belouinis, the French football player, who was 

specifically mentioned in the November 2013 urgency 

resolution because of his previous detention in Qatar.  

 

 
 

All speakers agreed on the need for Qatar to do more to 

make sure reforms are implemented, and to make 

necessary changes in the law to improve the situation of 

migrant workers in the run-up to the World Cup. In 

particular, speakers called on Qatar to substantially 

reform or abolish the “Kafala” system, which requ ires 

employees to obtain their employer’s consent to get an 

exit visa from the country. However, the FIFA 

representative abstained from putting forward a specific 

deadline by which the reforms should be in place.  

 

Press Statement 

 

Hearing on women in peace process, 13 

February 

 

This hearing on Women in 

Peace Processes was held 

jointly with the Committee 

on Women's Rights and 

Gender Equality. The 

speakers included Mrs 

Norica Nicolai, EP 

Rapporteur on Women’s 

situation in war; Mr Jesus 

Ignacio Gil Ruiz, Chief of 

the Office on Gender 

Perspectives, NATO; Ms 

Lena Ag, Secretary General 

of the organisation Kvinna till Kvinna; and Ms Boriana 

Jönsson, Euro-Med Programme Director of the 

European Feminist Initiative. 

 

NGOs called on the EU, through its Institutions and 

Member States, to ensure women's voices are heard, 

and for input from civil society into peace processes to 

be enhanced. Ms Joëlle Jenny, Director for Security 

and Conflict Prevention in the EEAS discussed the 

ways in which the EU supports the enhanced 

participation of women in peace processes as well 

touching on the implementation of UN Security 

Council Resolutions 1325 and 1820. 

 

 
 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201403/20140325ATT81738/20140325ATT81738EN.pdf
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Hearing on business and human rights , 19 

March 

 

The hearing focused on 

corporate social responsibility 

and Ecuador's initiative 

involving the possibility of  

creating a binding instrument 

in the field of human rights 

and trans-national enterprises. 

Furthermore, the panel of 

experts discussed the 

implementation of the UN 

Guiding Principles on 

Business and Human Rights 

and a recent OHCHR study 

on domestic law remedies for corporate involvement in 

gross human rights abuses. 

 

Human rights in Mexico, 19 March 

 

The hearing took place in the light of the EU - Mexico 

human rights dialogue and the related EU - Mexico civil 

society seminar. Three main issues were addressed, 

namely the challenges related to security, trafficking and 

organised crime, business and human rights issues, and 

women’s  rights. 

 

Exchange of views with Margaret Sekaggya, UN 

Special rapporteur on the situation of human 

rights defenders, 19 March 

 

 
 

UN Special Rapporteur Sekaggya outlined the priorities 

for her mandate, in particular the issue of a safe and 

enabling environment for human rights defenders . Ms 

Sekaggya addressed the challenges faced by human 

rights defenders and the question of how the EU can 

enhance the work of the UN Special Rapporteur.  

 

The EEAS commented on the new comprehensive 

mechanism for human rights defenders and the relevant 

EU guidelines. NGO representatives gave their point of 

view on cooperation, new technologies , and social 

media.  

 

Exchange of views on the human rights aspects 
of the situation in Ukraine, 19 March 

 

Representatives of Ukrainian civil society gave a short 

account of the various human rights violations 

committed during the events of the past few months. 

They stressed the high degree of activism and solidarity 

among Ukrainian civil society organisations and they 

also made an assessment of the main challenges.  

 

All speakers pointed out that considerations on human 

rights, the rule of law and democracy lie at the heart of 

the current crisis. Furthermore, the speakers discussed 

the need for a window of opportunity regarding 

accountability and fighting impunity, as well as the 

need to look at the underlying, systemic causes of the 

crisis in Ukraine.  

 

A Human Rights Watch representative provided an 

assessment of the role the EU and other international 

institutions such as the OSCE, the Council of Europe 

and the UN can play. The discussion also focused on 

minority rights and the possibility and implications of a 

further escalation of the crisis.  
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Exchange of views on the situation in Serbia, 

five months after DROI delegation visit, 19 

March 

 

The DROI delegation to Serbia took place on 28-29 

October 2013, led by the Chair of the Subcommittee on 

Human Rights, Ms Barbara Lochbihler. At the hearing a 

representative of Amnesty International Brussels 

presented a critical assessment of the current human 

rights situation, in particular the unresolved issue of 

missing persons, the poor living conditions of the Roma, 

the lack of an independent judiciary, the numerous 

violations of minority rights, and anti-LGBTI attitudes. 

In the context of the launch of negotiations with Serbia 

for EU membership in January 2014, the Commission 

presented an assessment of the situation in the country 

over the past five months.  

 

Exchange of views on the human rights situation 

in Equatorial Guinea, 1 April 

 

The founder of the “EG Justice” NGO gave a 

presentation on the human rights situation in Equatorial 

Guinea. He addressed human rights violations, including 

incommunicado detention, torture, and lack of freedom 

of expression and assembly. In addition, he pointed out 

that the country has failed to escape from the so-called 

“resource course”. He explained that the country's 

“temporary moratorium” did not involve a “real” death 

penalty suspension but that it was just a political move on 

the part of the Government to become a member of the 

Community of Portuguese-Speaking Countries. 

 

Exchange of views on prison conditions in 

Russia, with the presentation of DROI study on 

the use of psychiatry in the former Soviet 
countries, 1 April 

 

DROI, in association with the EP Delegation to the EU-

Russia Parliamentary Cooperation Committee, held a 

hearing on prison conditions in Russia. In addition, a 

DROI-commissioned study on psychiatric treatment as a 

means of coercion in the post-Soviet space was 

presented.  

 

Ms Nadezda Tolokonnikova and Ms Mariya Alyokhina 

(Pussy Riot) gave personal accounts of their experience 

in a Russian penal colony and they also spoke on their 

initiative to launch a campaign on the improvement of 

prison conditions in Russia. The chairman of the Board 

of the Human Rights Center “Memorial” contributed to 

the discussion by providing insights into the 

institutional and legal framework for independent 

prison oversight. 

 

The president of the European Economic and Social 

Committee (EESC), Mr Henri Malosse, outlined the 

EESC initiative to cooperate with the Russian Civic 

Chamber on the Russian penitentiary system. However, 

Mr Malosse and other speakers also alluded to the 

limitations (lack of independence, current political 

climate) attached to pursuing this project.  

 

The EEAS representative provided information on 

current projects linked to Russian prisons and he also 

discussed past and possible future challenges in 

addressing prison conditions in EU human rights 

dialogues with Russia.  

 

Human rights-related resolutions adopted 

in plenary 2013 
 

April 2014 - Strasbourg 

Resolutions: Situation in North Korea; Pakistan: recent 

cases of persecution; Syria: situation of certain 

vulnerable communities  

 

March 2014 - Strasbourg 
Resolutions: Russia, Bolotnaya Square events; Security 

and human trafficking in Sinai; Consultations to 

suspend Uganda and Nigeria from the Cotonou 

Agreement; EU priorities for the 25
th

 session of the UN 

Human Rights Council 

 

February 2014 - Strasbourg 

Resolutions: Bahrain, in particular the cases of Nabeel 

Rajab, Abudlhadi al-Khawaja and Ibrahim Sharif; 

Right to education in the Transnistrian region; Situation 

in Egypt; Elimination of female genital mutilation; 

Situation in Syria; Situation in Thailand; Situation in 

Ukraine 

 

 



Issue No. 18, First Quarter 2014 

 

 

 9 

January 2014 - Strasbourg 

Resolutions: Recent elections in Bangladesh; Situation of 
rights defenders and opposition activists in Cambodia and Laos; 

Recent move to criminalise LGBTI people; Situation in South 

Sudan 

 

Link to all resolutions 

 

Next DROI Meeting 

 

Following the constitutive meeting of the Subcommittee 

on Human Rights of the 8
th

 legislative term in July, the 

first DROI meeting will take place on the morning of 

Thursday 11 September 2014. 

 

DROI Calendar 2014 

 

European Elections, 22-25 May 2014 

 

Here you will find everything you need to know about 

the European elections. Discover the latest news, get to 

know more about Parliament's work, what's at stake and 

which are the political parties and groups. 

http://www.elections2014.eu/en 

 

 

 

LINKS: 

DROI Webpage 

DROI Live 

DROI studies 

Subscribe/Unsubscribe to the DROI Newsletter 

DROI on Facebook:  

Twitter 

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/publications.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/droi/calendar_2014.pdf
http://www.elections2014.eu/en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/studies.html
mailto:droi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:droi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu?subject=Unsubscribe%20from%20the%20Newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Human-Rights-Subcommittee-European-Parliament/149764928468466
https://twitter.com/EP_HumanRights

