
Issue No. 15, First quarter, 2013

1

                          
HHiigghhlliigghhttss

 HHuummaann rriigghhttss iinn tthhee AAffrriiccaann UUnniioonn,, pp.. 22
 DDeelleeggaattiioonn ffrroomm tthhee BBaahhrraaiinn CCoouunncciill ooff

RReepprreesseennttaattiivveess,, pp.. 44
 TTiibbeettaann LLaammaa KKiirrttii RRiinnppoocchhee,, pp.. 44

Human rights in the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia, 23 January

In association with the Delegation to the EU-Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia Joint 
Parliamentary Committee

In the context of a very tense political situation 
in the country where the opposition is 
boycotting the parliament, concerns in the 
area of human rights were debated with a view 
to the forthcoming DROI Delegation.  

Experts warned that although defamation laws 
were repealed last year, media freedom still 
continues to cause concern following the 
expulsion of journalists from the parliament 
ahead of the vote on the budget in December 
last year.  They also pointed out that more 
money should be directed towards improving 
the situation of the Roma ethnic minority.  The 
need for respect for LGBT rights was also 
mentioned by several MEPs.  

See also DROI delegation to FYROM (p. 6)

Human rights in Ethiopia, 23 January

The Ethiopian human rights activist, Yared 
Hailemariam, referred to the strict legal 
framework, notably to the Anti-Terrorism law 
and the Charity and Civil Society 
Proclamation, which is part of the Ethiopian 
Government's strategy to control and keep its 
opponents silent.  He encouraged Members to 
raise the cases of imprisoned journalists 
Eskinder Nega, Reeyot Alemu, Woubshet 
Taye and Yusuf Getachew with the Ethiopian 

authorities, and also to raise the precarious 
situation of civil society organisations. 

The DROI delegation to Ethiopia, originally 
foreseen for week 7, was postponed to later 
in the year (dates to be confirmed)

Exchange of views with Engelbert 
Theuermann, Chair of COHOM, 24 January

The discussion focused on the 
EU priorities for the 
forthcoming Human Rights 
Council.  Barbara Lochbihler 
stressed that the EP 
delegation to Geneva should 
aim at making the EP agenda 
on the international stage 
stronger.  

Mr Theuermann outlined the most important topics 
that the EU will be following during the 
negotiations in the UNHRC: the situation in Syria,
Burma/Myanmar, DPRK, Sri Lanka, and others.

Exchange of views on the human rights 
situation in the ASEAN region, 20 February

The overall situation in the area of human rights in 
the countries of the ASEAN region was outlined 
by experts from Amnesty International and FIDH. 
They mentioned specific cases of human rights 
violations including that of Sombath Somphone 
(see recent EP resolution of 7 February 2013 on 
the topic) or landgrabbing in Cambodia and 
Myanmar/ Burma. Mr Rory Mungoven, Chief of 
the Asia Pacific Section of the Office of the UN 
High Commissioner for Human Rights, welcomed 
the recent adoption of the ASEAN Human Rights 
Declaration as an important step forward. Among 
the shortcomings the experts mentioned with 
regard to the restrictive nature of the Declaration 
was the fact that the rights it contains must be 
interpreted in accordance with national legislation. 
Another drawback is the presence of too many 
obligations imposed on citizens, which may have 
a regressive effect on the implementation of the 
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Declaration. During the debate, the negotiations on 
PCAs and FTAs with ASEAN countries were 
referred to as well as the importance of corporate 
social responsibility and the possible positive effect 
of businesses on human rights.

Public hearing on human rights in Russia, 
20 February

During the public hearing 
on Human Rights in 
Russia two invited 
experts spoke on
economic and social 
rights, addressing the 
issues of corruption, 
increases in poverty, the 
economic gap between 
rich and poor, and 
discrimination against the 
most vulnerable groups 
including migrants, 

homeless people and sexual minorities. The third 
expert spoke about torture by law enforcement 
authorities and the culture of impunity. Ambassador 
Dolgov, Russian Foreign Ministry Special 
Representative for Human Rights, Democracy and 
the Rule of Law was, exceptionally, given the floor 
for more than 10 minutes. He took the presence of 
the three experts on the panel as proof of the 
freedom enjoyed by civil society in Russia and 
rejected the criticisms made by those experts which 
were, according to him, not based on facts. He said 
that the economic situation in Russia is much better 
than in many European countries, that the new 
legislation on NGOs increases transparency, that 
the Constitution does not permit discrimination 
against LGBT groups, and ended with a legal 
explanation regarding the Magnitsky case. The 
Chair suggested that Mr Dolgov should visit 
Brussels and the EP more often for further 
discussions. 

Hearing on "Human rights in the African 
Union - Achievements and Challenges",  20
February

The hearing offered a 
critical overview of 
the existing human 
rights mechanisms on 
the African continent. 
One of the main 
challenges of the 
African Court on 
Human and People's 
rights is the limited 
possibility for individuals and NGOs to bring cases 
before the Court since only 6 African countries 
(Burkina Faso, Malawi, Mali, Tanzania, Ghana 
and Rwanda) have ratified the relevant instrument 
allowing direct access to legal protection. Both 
invited speakers stressed the need for more EU 
support, possibly in the form of an independent 
fund to assist individual litigants as well as NGOs.

Dr. Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma, the newly 
elected (July 2012) Chair of the African Union 
Commission, was met by Barbara Lochbihler, on 
behalf of President Schulz,  on her first visit to the 
EU institutions.

The two Chairpersons discussed the presentation 
of the African Regional Human Rights 
mechanisms, women's rights in armed conflict 
and, more importantly, the implementation of UN 
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Security Council resolution 1325 as the first 
resolution on women, peace and security.

Exchange of views with Nils Muižnieks, 
Commissioner for Human Rights of the 
Council of Europe, 20 February

During the exchange of views the Commissioner for 
Human Rights of the Council of Europe outlined his 
mandate and main priorities, and gave a brief 
account of his recent visits and other activities, 
focusing on judicial issues and the ECHR, minorities 
(especially the Roma) and media freedom. The 
discussion with Members focused on Turkey, 
Russia and synergies with EU/EP and CoE/PACE 
activities, as well as on the instruments at the 
disposal of the Commissioner to achieve concrete 
results in the defence and promotion of HR in CoE 
Member States. 

Hearing on International Humanitarian Law 
with special focus on Syria, 20 February

A hearing on International 
Humanitarian Law (IHL) was 
co-chaired by the DROI and 
DEVE Chairs. It addressed 
the challenges faced with
achieving compliance with 
IHL standards during armed 
conflicts. From the 
perspective of international HR law, IHL creates 
additional protective norms that apply in times of 

war. In his intervention, DG ECHO Director De 
Brouwer pointed to the crucial link between 
respect for IHL norms and the delivery of 
humanitarian assistance and raised the issue of 
accountability for war crimes. The Swiss envoy on 
IHL, Ambassador Lang, discussed the joint efforts 
of the International Committee of the Red Cross 
and the Swiss Government to launch a review of 
the current international monitoring and 
implementation mechanisms for IHL. 

The representatives from the EEAS and Amnesty 
International focused, from quite different 
perspectives, on the commitment and state of 
implementation of the EU Guidelines on IHL. The 
possible referral of the Syrian situation to the ICC 
(including the lack of consensus among EU 
Member States on this question) was also raised. 
In conclusion, the DROI Chair invited the Chair of 
the Council Working Group COJUR (who was not 
in a position to attend this hearing) to address 
DROI at a later stage

Workshop on corruption and human rights 
in third countries, 28 February

The workshop was 
chaired by Ana Gomes, 
DROI/AFET rapporteur 
on the forthcoming report 
on 'Corruption in the 
public and private 
sectors: the impact on 
human rights in third 
countries'.  The 
participants discussed 
various ways that 
corruption is linked to 
human rights violations 
and examined specific challenges in individual 
countries such as South Africa, Angola and 
Russia.  Recommendations to the EU included 
supporting civil society activists more effectively, 
developing international standards for the 
independence of anti-corruption bodies, 
establishing a UN Special Rapporteur, setting up 
anti-corruption benchmarks for bilateral 
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cooperation, and monitoring the links between
corrupt countries with EU Member States. 

Exchange of views with Tibetan Lama on 
the human rights situation in Tibet, 7 March

Members held an exchange of views with the widely 
respected Tibetan Lama Kirti Rinpoche (Head of the 
Kirti Monastery Administration). He presented his 
views on the current HR situation in Tibet, focusing 
on the cultural, religious and linguistic rights of 
Tibetans in the context of the Chinese 
Government's policies and the on-going self 
immolations and related court cases (107 recorded 
self-immolations since 2011, including many monks 
and young Tibetans). The presentation was 
followed by a discussion highlighting the question of 
autonomy and cultural, linguistic and religious 
freedoms, as well as the forced resettlement of 
Tibetan nomads.

Exchange of views with a delegation from 
the Bahrain Council of Representatives, 7 
March

Jointly with the Committee on Foreign Affairs

DROI and AFET (represented by José Ignacio 
Salafranca Sánchez-Neyraby) welcomed the visit of 
a delegation and noted that the European 
Parliament has followed the situation in Bahrain 
very closely, as evidenced by a recent DROI 
Delegation visit (December 2012) and a resolution 
in the January plenary session. Members 
emphasised the importance of national dialogue in 
the form of a constructive and inclusive political 

debate, and urged Bahrain to follow up its 
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) commitments 
and implementation of the so-called Bassiouni 
report (Independent Commission of Inquiry), 
especially regarding political freedoms (e.g. 
freedom of the media, freedom of assembly, 
freedom to establish political organisations). 
During the debate the participants addressed the 
issue of the excessive violence used by the 
Government and police towards protesters, 
enquired about the level of progress in achieving 
accountability and reform related to human rights 
violations, and condemned the imprisonment of 
protesters considered to be prisoners of 
conscience by the international human rights 
community.

Press release

Workshop on South Sudan: Enhancing 
capacities for human rights, 19 March

All participants 
underlined the lack 
of capacity of the 
South Sudanese 
authorities in the 
field of human rights 
and the numerous 
challenges faced by 
the youngest state 
in the world, such 
as ratification of 
international human 
rights instruments, a 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bIM-PRESS%2b20130304IPR06212%2b0%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
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weak judicial system and insufficient 
implementation of existing human rights 
guarantees.  

Participants made a number of 
recommendations:  technical assistance to 
ratify international human rights instruments, 
support for the constitutional process and 
training in the area of human rights and 
constitutional law for judges, lawyers and 
parliamentarians.

The workshop was also attended by a 
delegation from the Subcommittee on Human 
Rights of the South Sudanese Parliament.

Hearing on quality education for girls, the 
fight against illiteracy, and the issue of 
early and forced marriages, 19 March

Jointly with the Committee on Women's Rights 
and Gender Equality

Though the experts pointed 
out that there have been 
enormous improvements in 
access to schooling for 
girls, they stressed that at 
least nine years of 
education are needed to 
offer quality education for 
girls in order to increase 
their chances of equality in 
society.  

It was also stated that early 
and forced marriage is an internationally recognized 
form of violence against women.  There is a strong 
link between dropping out of education and early 
marriage.  The causes are poverty and gender 
inequality.  

Exchange of views on human rights in 
Burma/Myanmar, 19 March

Experts noted that while significant progress had 
been made towards democratisation, many more 

reforms - political, social and economic - are still 
needed. Establishing the rule of law and 
guaranteeing fundamental freedoms, in particular, 
freedom of expression, must remain a priority.  
Attention was also paid to the situation of 
minorities (the Chin people and the Rohingya) and 
to the peace process with the Kachin.

A DROI delegation will travel to Yangon and 
Naypytaw, Myanmar from 2-6 April 2013.

DROI Delegations

DROI Delegation to the 22nd Session of the 
Human Rights Council, Geneva, 27 February 
- 1 March 2013

This year's DROI delegation to the Human Rights
Council (HRC) in Geneva took place from 27 
February to 1 March 2013 inclusive. The 3-
Member delegation was chaired by Barbara 
Lochbihler (DROI Chair, travelling hors quota), the 
other participants being Jacek Protaciewicz (EPP) 
and Veronique De Keyser (S&D). 

DROI has been sending a delegation to the HRC 
spring session for a number of years and this 
engagement is very highly valued both by the EU 
Delegation to the HRC and by the other EU Heads 
of Mission, who called for an even more frequent 
presence of the DROI delegation at the HRC. 

Once again, the mission to Geneva proved 
successful and involved a very intensive 
programme of bilateral and broader meetings, 
starting with a bilateral with the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, Navi Pillay.   
The issues touched upon included the importance 
of opening an OHCHR country office, with full 
mandate, in Burma, as well as funding issues for 
this and other country offices; country situations -
Sri Lanka, Tunisia, Syria, Mali, Ethiopia, Belarus, 
the Balkans, Central Asia. 

It transpired that virtually all the EU Delegations 
/Ambassadors were very familiar with the EP's 
recent resolution on the EU priorities for the 22nd 
Session of the HRC.  In conclusion, the message 
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the EU Ambassadors to the HRC hoped the DROI 
delegation would take back to Parliament was that 
they needed Parliament - the voice of public opinion
- to show their interlocutors that what is being done 
in Geneva is "perfectly in touch with EU public 
opinion".

DROI Delegation to the Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia, 13-15 February 2013, 
Skopje

The DROI delegation visit (by Richard Howitt (S&D), 
who is also the AFET rapporteur for the country), 
examined the human rights situation in the country.  
The programme was largely influenced by the 
events of 24 December 2012 in the Macedonian 
Parliament and the subsequent boycott of 
parliamentary activities and upcoming  elections by 
the main opposition party (SDSM).

The delegation also focused on freedom of media 
and freedom of expression, fight against 
discrimination and the situation of the Roma 
community.

Press Release by Richard Howitt

EEAS Updates

Qatar (24 January) Qatar's proposed new media 
law is considered very restrictive regarding criticism 
of the Government, and the recent Qatari court 
decision to impose a life sentence on poet 
Muhammad Ibn al-Dheeb al-Ajami has been 
condemned as a violation of freedom of expression.

Mali (19 March) The EEAS briefed MEPs on the 
successful mobilisation of the international 
community and the EU's determination to secure 
the success of the mission in Mali.  MEPs also 
referred to alleged civilian killings during airstrikes 
and to the arbitrary arrest of the Le Republican 
editor, Boukary Daou, in Bamako last week.

Saudi Arabia (19 March)  Focus was on the death 
penalty, especially on the execution on 13 March of 
seven men who had allegedly been forced to 
"confess" to charges of armed robbery.  

Current Reports and Opinions

Reports

The impact of the financial 
and economic crisis 
(2012/2136(INI)) 
Rapporteur: Inese Vaidere

The draft report was 
adopted in the AFET 
committee on 19 February,
and is scheduled for the 
April plenary. A7-0057/2013

Human Rights-related resolutions/texts adopted 
in plenary 2012

March 2013 - Strasbourg
Situation in Bangladesh; Situation in Egypt; EU-
China relations; Iraq: plight of minority groups, in 
particular the Iraqi Turkmen; Nuclear threats and 
human rights in North Korea; case of Arafat 
Jaradat and situation of Palestinian Prisoners in 
Israelis jails; strengthening the fight against 
racism, xenophobia and hate crime

February 2013 - Strasbourg
Laos : the case of Sombath Somphone; Recent 
attacks on medical aid workers in Pakistan; 22nd 
session of the UN Human Rights Council; 
Detention of human rights activists in Zimbabwe

January 2013 - Strasbourg
Human rights situation in Bahrain; Situation in the 
Central African Republic; Violence against women 
in India; Iraq

Link to all resolutions

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201303/20130311ATT62804/20130311ATT62804EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/publications.html
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Next DROI Meetings 2013

Thursday, 11 April, a.m.
Wednesday, 24 April, p.m.
Thursday, 25 April, a.m.
Thursday, 16 May, a.m.
Monday, 27 May, p.m.
Tuesday, 28 May, a.m. and p.m.
Wednesday, 19 June, a.m. and p.m.
Thursday, 20 June, a.m.

DROI Calendar 2013

LINKS:

DROI Webpage

DROI Live

DROI studies

Subscribe to the DROI Newsletter

DROI on Facebook: LIKE us on Human Rights 
Subcommittee European Parliament

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/droi/calendar_2013.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/droi/calendar_2013.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/studies.html
Mailto:droi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Human-Rights-Subcommittee-European-Parliament/149764928468466

	Issue 15.doc

