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Exchange of views with Stavros Lambrinidis, EU Special
Representative for Human Rights, 28 November
On 28 November, the EU Special Representative for Human Rights, Stavros
Lambrinidis, came to the Subcommittee on Human Rights for a first exchange of
views. Three months into his mandate, Mr Lambrinidis gave an update on his work so
far, focusing on such things as key challenges, and EU policies and instruments that
could be made more efficient. He also referred back to the commitments he made to
the European Parliament in September 2012, namely to engage in as many
institutions, inside and outside of the EU, as possible, and with human rights
defenders and NGOs on the ground. The meeting was well attended and questions
from MEPs focused both on broader issues, such as the financial crisis and its impact
on the EU's work on human rights, and on particular geographical

 

 
 

 

Human Rights in Iran 28 November

In a hearing held in DROI on 28 November, co-chaired by the Chair of the
Delegation for Relations with Iran, Nobel Peace Prize laureate Dr Shirin
Ebadi, the UN Special Rapporteur on Iran, Dr Ahmed Shaheed (via video
conference), and Faraz Sanei from Human Rights Watch gave their views
on the human rights situation in Iran.

 

  

With the awarding of the Sakharov Prize to Jafar Panahi and Nasrin
Sotoudeh, the speakers gave a timely update on the human rights
situation in the country, painting a picture of deterioration rather than
progress within this field. Torture and ill-treatment are common, and
human rights defenders, political dissidents and other activists are
imprisoned after being convicted in unfair trials and often put in
incommunicado detention. The three panellists agreed that the EU
needs to make sure that economic sanctions affect human rights
violators and not the general population.
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Universal Periodic Review, Sri Lanka and Pakistan 28 November

In association with the Delegation for Relations with the countries of South Asia, DROI held exchanges of
views on human rights in Sri Lanka and Pakistan in relation to the two countries' recent Universal Periodic
Review process, which involves reviewing the human rights record of all UN Member States. Yolanda Foster
from Amnesty International called for Sri Lanka to accede to a number of important conventions regarding
human rights, including the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance. Anna von Gall from the European Centre for Constitutional and Human Rights raised the surge
in genderbased violence in the North East of Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka rejections included recommendations related
to the ICC and OPCAT. However, they accepted the recommendation related to the UN Special Rapporteur on
Torture. At the same meeting, NGOs who had been involved in Pakistan's UPR process updated DROI about
the human rights situation in the country. The issues raised included the continuing discrimination against
women and minority groups, and the insufficient promotion and fulfilment of children's rights.

 

 

Western Balkans, with a special focus on minorities 29 November

On 29 November, DROI, in association with the Delegation for Relations with Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro and Kosovo, and in the presence of Members of the EU-Montenegro
Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee, hosted a hearing on Human Rights in the Western
Balkans. The hearing had a special focus on minorities, and issues raised included the situation of Roma
communities, the rights of the LGBT community and the need to solve the Seidic-Finci case in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. Furthermore, the draft DROI study on human rights mainstreaming in the EU enlargement
process, with a special focus on minorities, was presented. The study included recommendations made to both
the European Parliament and the Commission.

 

 

 

Exchange of views with Morten  Kjærum, Director
of the Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA),  29
November

On 29 November, DROI held an exchange of views with Morten Kjærum,
Director of the Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA), concerning the internal-
external coherence in fundamental rights policy. Mr Kjærum presented the
Agency's activities and mission, including recent research and surveys. He
emphasised the importance of the Agency's cooperation with other EU agencies
and the Member States' commitment to 'sensitive' dossiers, e.g. on the rights of
migrants.  Mr Kjærum pointed out that no EU Member State has yet ratified the
Convention on the rights of migrant workers. This was DROI's first exchange of
views with the FRA Director.  MEP Tavares stressed the importance of being
coherent in internal/external approaches when dealing with human rights
issues.

 

 

 

 

Public hearing on human rights in China 6
December

Following on from an earlier public hearing on human rights in China in
June, DROI held a hearing focusing on the prospects for human rights and
democratic reform following the leadership change in China, as well as on
the more specific issue of organ trafficking and transplant abuse.

In a lively exchange the speakers highlighted the changing landscape of
Chinese (civil) society
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and the increasingly untenable attitude of the Chinese leadership concerning
the handling of political and religious dissent and social tensions. They
emphasised the need for the EU to make public statements on systematic HR
violations and in support of human rights defenders.  The need for better
follow-up by the EP was also underlined.

The Chair and MEPs also raised the alarming issue of the ongoing self-
immolations in Tibet and asked for constructive action from HR Ashton and
EUSR for HR Lambrinidis, and reiterated earlier calls for a Special
Representative on Tibet.

 

 

 

Human rights situation in Mali 6 December

During the debate on the fragile situation in Mali, Members heard from
Malian human rights expert, Mr Moctar Mariko, who was in favour of
international military intervention, and called for experts in the field of
human rights to offer training on the ground, insisting on full cooperation
with the ICC from Malian authorities to fight impunity. MEPs expressed
opposition to a possible military intervention, being in favour of political
dialogue. The lack of a true decentralisation in Mali was also deplored by
all speakers, as well as the spill-over effect of the events in Libya.
Concerning the humanitarian situation, the DG ECHO representative
stressed that the EU is the leading donor, with more than €50 million
disbursed to international partners who have to adhere to a Code of
Conduct, which sets ethical standards for humanitarian aid organisations.

 

 

 

 

Human rights violations in North Kivu (DR Congo) 6 December

The Chair welcomed this timely exchange of views in the context of the forthcoming urgency
resolution on DRC to be adopted on 13 December in Strasbourg.

Dismas Kitenge, FIDH vice-president, elaborated on eight main points which had to be focussed on
regarding the crisis in the DRC:

protection of the civilian population and strengthening the mandate of MONUSCO, which could even
be reinforced by more European personnel on the ground;
the fight against impunity and cooperation with the ICC;
the EU to put pressure to ensure  that any agreement with the rebels does not guarantee them
impunity;
protection of human right defenders, journalists and civil society in general, since there is an
intolerance of political opinions opposing the government;
credible local and regional elections including the reform of the Electoral Commission and of the
relevant legislative framework;
a thorough security sector reform;
securing Goma airport;
supporting regional cooperation in the Great Lakes region;

And last but not least,

the fight for natural resources is one of the major causes of the conflict and there is a need for a regulatory
framework to be in place and to be respected by all neighbouring countries.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Sakharov Prize 2012 Nasrin Sotoudeh and Jafar Panahi

Joint AFET/DEVE/DROI Meeting with representatives of the laureates 10
December
In a joint AFET/DEVE/DROI meeting, in association with the Delegation for Relations with Iran, the

representatives of Nasrin Sotoudeh and Jafar Panahi, the 2012 Sakharov Prize Laureates met with MEPs for an

exchange of views. Dr Shirin Ebadi and Mr Karim Lahidji, both prominent Iranian lawyers and barristers, gave

testimonies on the deteriorating human rights situation in Iran. They also explained their views on the relationship

between their country and the EU, including advising the Union to not only focus on the nuclear aspect in its

relations with Iran, but put more emphasis on human rights issues. They also stressed that the EU needs to be

more cautious concerning economic sanctions so that ordinary Iranian citizens are not affected by them. At the

exchange of views Ms Solmaz Panahi, Jafar Panahi's daughter, was also present

Award ceremony in Strasbourg 12 December
This year's Sakharov Prize was awarded to the Iranian activists Nasrin Sotoudeh and Jafar Panahi. Nasrin
Sotoudeh is a prominent human rights lawyer who has represented opposition activists, women and prisoners of
conscience. In 2010, she was arrested and later sentenced to prison on charges of “acting against the national
security” and “propaganda against the system.” Jafar Panahi is an internationally celebrated film director whose
movies often depict the situation of children, women and the impoverished in Iran. Among other awards, he won
the Golden Lion at Venice Film Festival in 2000. Jafar Panahi was arrested in 2010 and was convicted of
'propaganda against the state'. A 20 year ban on any artistic activities was imposed on him.

Since the two laureates are not allowed to leave Iran, they were represented by Dr Shirin Ebadi, Nobel Peace
Laureate 2003, Mr Karim Lahidji, founder of the Iranian Association of Jurists and of The League for the Defence
of Human Rights in Iran, Ms Solmaz Panahi, daughter of Jafar Panahi, Mr Costa-Gavras, film producer and
director, President of the Cinémathèque Française, and Mr Serge Toubiana, film producer, Director General of the
Cinémathèque Française.

Nasrin Soutoudeh said in her speech, delivered by Dr Ebadi, that her dream is the realization of justice, but that
'when political and civil activists, lawyers, protestors against the elections, religious minorities and smugglers of
narcotic substances are all tried in revolutionary courts which are basically held informally and off-the-record,
revival of justice and judicial independence in such a regime is quite far from being achieved'.

In his speech delivered by Mr Costa-Gravas, Jafar Panahi stated: 'Not making films is a slow death for a film
maker' and that 'Unfortunately, the authorities in my country are becoming so intolerant that they can't even stand
an independent journalist or a film maker'.

Watch the Award Ceremony here
European Parliament's Sakharov Page
Press releases
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 DROI Delegations

 

DROI Delegation to Bahrain
(Manama), 18 - 21 December
Just before the Christmas break, from 18-21 December, the European
Parliament sent a delegation of MEPs from its Subcommittee on Human
Rights, Ines Vaidere (EPP/Latvia and Delegation Chair), Laima Andrikiene
(EPP/Lithuania), Richard Howitt (S&D/UK) and Nikki Sinclaire (Non
attached/UK), to Bahrain. The MEPs had two full days of meetings with
representatives of the Bahraini Government, including the Minister of
Justice and the Minister of Human Rights, political societies, and civil
society groups. Furthermore the delegation heard testimonies from human
rights defenders and persons who have been subjected to human rights
violations.

The delegation also visited Abdulhadi al-Khawaja, Nabeel Rajab and
Ibrahim Sharif, who are held in the Jau prison and are considered to be
prisoners of conscience by international human rights organisations.

In its press statement of 20 December, the delegation recognised 'the
legitimate right of Bahraini citizens to express their opinions freely,
organise gatherings and demonstrate peacefully' and called for the release
of all prisoners of conscience. Press releases:

Press statement on delegation visit to Bahrain, read here
Brok, Lochbihler and Niebler on the situation in Bahrain, read
here

 

 
 DROI Delegation to Turkey (Ankara

and Gaziantep/Kilis) 19 - 21 December
Barbara Lochbihler (Greens/Germany and DROI Chair) and Marie-
Christine Vergiat (GUE/France) from the Subcommittee on Human Rights
went on a delegation visit to Turkey between 19 to 21 December. In
Ankara, the MEPs had meetings with representatives of the government,
during which discussions concerning political and legislative developments
in Turkey were held. In the capital, the delegation also met with civil
society groups who provided an insight into relevant human rights issues,
such as women's and minority rights. The delegation also made a visit to
a refugee camp close to the Syrian border. Turkish efforts in the camp
were adequate and even impressive. However, it was clear to the
delegation that the situation for the refugees on the Syrian side and in the
Turkish urban areas is very dire. In a press statement of 21 December, the
delegation called on its own institutions and Member States, as well as the
international community at large, to step up their efforts in order to find
'workable solutions to enhance delivery of humanitarian aid' in the context
of the situation in Syria.

Press Statement on the delegation visit to Turkey, read here
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Current Reports and Opinions
 

Draft Reports

The impact of the financial and economic crisis (2012/2136(INI))   Rapporteur: Inese Vaidere

Documents

Deadline for tabling amendments 12 December, 12:00

Consideration of amendments in DROI 23-24 January 2013

Consideration of amendments in AFET 4 or 7 February (tbc)

Vote in AFET 4 or 7 February (tbc)

Plenary March 2013

 

 

Human Rights-related resolutions/texts adopted in plenary 2012
 

December 2012 - Strasbourg
Annual report on human rights and democracy in the world 2011 and the European Union's policy on the matter (Press
release); EU's human rights strategy (Press release); Situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo; Caste
discrimination in India; Situation in Ukraine; Israeli government's decision to expand settlements in the West Bank

November 2012 - Strasbourg
Situation in Gaza; Human rights situation in Iran, particularly mass executions and the recent death of the blogger
Sattar Beheshti; Situation in Burma, particularly the continuing violence in Rakhine State; Situation of Migrants in
Libya

October 2012 - Strasbourg
Elections in Belarus, Situation in Cambodia;
Elections in Georgia; Discrimination against girls in Pakistan, in particular the case of Malala Yousafzai; Human rights
situation in the United Arab Emirates

Link to all resolutions
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