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 Stavros Lambrinidis, new EU envoy
 Business and human rights 
 Sakharov Prize 2012
 Women's Rights

Stavros Lambrinidis                                                                        
EU Special Representative for Human Rights       
3 September

On his first day in office, Stavros Lambrinidis, EU 
Special Representative for Human Rights, met with 
members of the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
the Subcommittee on Human Rights.  In his speech, 
Mr Lambrinidis paid tribute to Parliament's 
"persistent demands for years for the creation of his 
post."  His mandate aims to enhance the visibility, 
coherence and effectiveness of EU human rights 
policy.  "Effectiveness is key", said Mr Lambrinidis, 
stressing that "if we are effective, visibility will 
follow".

Barbara Lochbihler commented "This is a very 
ambitious human rights package which reflects the 
strong political will of the EU to promote human 
rights", adding "implementation will be crucial".

Press release

Thailand abolishes death penalty for 
minors                                                            
13 September

The government of Thailand has decided to 
abolish the death penalty for offenders under the 
age of 18. This decision was a part of reviews of 
certain rules in Thailand's criminal law which the 
country pledged to undertake in connection to 
their successful candidacy for membership in the 
UN Human Rights Council for the term of 2010-
2013.

Barbara Lochbihler, chair of the Subcommittee on 
Human Rights commented on the decision: "This 
reform represents an important step forward in a 
region where the death penalty is still widely 
applied. I very much hope that Thailand will 
implement further measures and will soon be able 
to play a 'best practice' role in Asia, leading 
towards the complete abolition of the death 
penalty in the region".

Press statement

Hearing on Business and Human Rights
17 September 

On 17 September, 
DROI held a hearing 
on business and 
human rights and 
how to promote 
society's interests, 
and accountable, 
transparent and 
responsible business 
behaviour. A broad 
range of interests 
(business, NGOs, 
institutions) were 
represented at the 
hearing and MEPs in 
the committee could interact with key international 
experts on the issue. The hearing was also held in 
the context of the two DROI opinions on 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201209/20120904ATT50574/20120904ATT50574EN.pdf
http://barbara-lochbihler.de/2/press/thailand-abolishes-death-penalty-for-minors.html
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Corporate Social Responsibility (draftsman: Andrzej 
Grzyb) and will provide a good basis for the 
Subcommittee's continued work on this complex 
issue. 

Human Rights situation in Ethiopia                                     
17 September

During the exchange of views on the current human 
rights situation in Ethiopia in the DROI-AFET joint 
meeting on 17 September, the main requests from 
NGO representatives were: to review the charity law 
in the country so that civil society can work there 
again, to amend anti-terrorist laws, to restore 
freedom of expression, and to release political 
prisoners. The human rights situation in the country 
continues to deteriorate, and events such as the 
recent release of two Swedish journalists from 
Ethiopian prison, should not, according to Leslie 
Lefkow from Human Rights Watch, be seen as a 
sign that the country is moving in the right direction. 
Despite the worsening of the human rights situation 
in the country, the aid volumes to Ethiopia have 
increased continuously the last seven years.  

Committee chair Barbara Lochbihler commented: 
"One of the most pressing issues in terms of human 
rights in Ethiopia is the crackdown on freedom of 
expression, with hundreds of journalists and political 
opposition members arrested [--]. In addition to this, 
very repressive legislation hinders the work of 
human rights organizations".

Press statement
Watch the debate here

Study on ASEAN Human Rights 
Mechanism                                                   
18 September

The study "Development of the ASEAN Human 
Rights Mechanism" was presented by its author 
Professor Muntabhorn from Chulalongkorn 
University in Bangkok, Thailand, in the DROI 
meeting of 18 September. The study included 

recommendations on how European Institutions, 
including the parliament, can support the creation 
of a human rights mechanism in the ASEAN 
region. The debate on the study included 
discussions on the important role of civil society in 
the drafting of the ASEAN human rights 
declaration and the possibility of inviting ASEAN 
human rights mechanisms to the European 
Parliament in order to discuss such issues as best 
practice. 

Read the study here

Media Freedom in Venezuela                      
18 September 

After a vote in the Subcommittee it was decided 
that this exchange of views would be held in 
public, not in camera, and the Chair therefore 
stressed that the focus of the discussion should 
be media freedom, and not other subjects that 
might be considered part of the electoral 
campaign in Venezuela.  Several problems that 
are facing the press in Venezuela were brought up 
by the speakers, such as: cases of threats and 
attacks against journalists, restricted access to 
information and the long speeches by President 
Chavez that broadcasters are obliged to 
broadcast. There were Members who 
acknowledged these problems, while others 
condemned the speakers for staging an electoral 
campaign in the European Parliament. During the 
speech of the first speaker, the third secretary of 
the Venezuelan embassy left the meeting. 

Nasrin Sotoudeh and Jafar Panahi - joint 
winners of the Sakharov Prize 2012

On Friday 26 October President Schulz and 
political group leaders chose the two Iranian 
activitis, lawyer Nasrin Sotoudeh and film director 
Jafar Panahi, as this year's joint winners of the 
Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought 2012.

Press Release

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201210/20121022ATT54120/20121022ATT54120EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20120917-1500-COMMITTEE-DROI
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/droi/studiesdownload.html?languageDocument=EN&file=76531
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/droi/studiesdownload.html?languageDocument=EN&file=76531
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/content/20120921FCS52015/html/Sakharov-Prize-for-Freedom-of-Thought-2012
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Nasrin Sotoudeh and Jafar Panahi

This years' joint winners were chosen from a short-
list of three finalists voted on by members in a joint 
DEVE-AFET meeting held on Tuesday, 9 October:

 Ales Bialiatski, 
 Pussy Riot 
 Nasrin Sotoudeh and Jafar Panahi


Press release on the three finalists

In total five nominees were 
received for this years'
Sakharov Prize for Freedom 
of Thought:

1. Ales Bialiatski, 
2. Jospeh Francis,
3. Victoire Ingabire 

Umuhoza, Déogratias 
Mushayidi and Bernard 
Ntaganda,

4. Pussy Riot, represented by Nadezhda 
Andreyevna Tolokonnikova, Yekaterina 
Samutsevich and Maria Alyokhina,

5. Nasrin Sotoudeh and Jafar Panahi

The nominees were presented in a joint DEVE-
AFET-DROI meeting on Tuesday 25 September 
2012 in Brussels.  

Background note on the 5 candidates

The Prize award ceremony will take place on 
Wednesday, 12 December 2012 during the 
plenary in Strasbourg.

Calendar for the 2012 Procedure

Sakharov Network: Arab Spring - one year on

On 10 October, in a joint AFET/DROI meeting, 
members met three of the 2011 Sakharov Prize 
laureates, Asmaa Mahfouz (Egypt), Ahmed El-
Senussi (Libya) and Ali Ferzat (Syria).

"The human rights situation remains challenging 
in all Arab Spring countries" said Barbara 
Lochbihler, chair of DROI.  "It is reassuring to 
learn that last year's laureates have not lost their 
will to continue their fight for the freedom of 
thought" she added.

After the meeting the laureates took part in a 
Sakharov Prize Network debate entitled "Voices 
for Democracy: Citizenship in the Making", hosted 
by President Schulz.

Watch the Committee debate

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/content/20120921FCS52015/html/Sakharov-Prize-for-Freedom-of-Thought-2012
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20121008IPR53108/html/Three-finalists-chosen-for-Sakharov-Prize-2012
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/droi/publications.html?id=DROI00001#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201207/20120710ATT48654/20120710ATT48654EN.pdf
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/MediaPlayer.aspx?g=2eeab195-8974-4aac-80dd-5671b89eb1e5
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/MediaPlayer.aspx?g=9f02a897-75a4-4f7e-a123-af84e7ad87b6
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20121010-1500-COMMITTEE-AFET


Issue No. 13, October 2012

4

Watch the Sakharov Prize Network Debate

Ali Ferzat finally able to pick up award in 
person after months in hiding

Also on 10 October President Schulz was able to 
deliver the 2011 Sakharov Prize to Syrian cartoonist 
Ali Ferzat, who was unable to attend the award 
ceremony last December in Strasbourg.  In 
awarding the prize, President Schulz stated "It is a 
great pleasure and honour for me to be able to 
award personally Ali Ferzat with his 2011 Sakharov 
Prize."

Mr Ferzat said 
during the 
annual Sakharov 
Prize Network 
evening debate at 
the European 
Parliament in 
Brussels: "The 
Syrian regime 
fails to recognise 
freedom. God 
created humans' 
yearning for 

freedom and no one can take that away from us. I'm 
very proud to receive this token of recognition."

Barbara Lochbihler also added "I hope that one day 
we will also be able to warmly welcome in the 
European Parliament the other 2011 Sakharov 
laureate Razan Zaitouneh from Syria;  we do not 
have any news from her but we hope she is doing 
well."

Press release

Exchange of views with UN Special 
Rapporteur on Violence against Women     
9 October 

On 9 October, DROI, together with the Committee 
on Women's Rights and Gender Equality and in 

association with the Delegation to the Euro-Latin 
American Parliamentary Assembly, held an 
exchange of views with Rashida Manjoo, UN 
Special Rapporteur on violence against women.  

In the debate, Ms. 
Manjoo debated her 
recent thematic report 
from 23 May 2012 on 
violence against
women, its causes and 
consequences, which 
opened up for an 
exchange of 
experiences on what 
can be done to tackle 

gender-based violence, including in the EU. In the 
report, which focuses on gender-related killings, 
Ms. Manjoo emphasises that "[globally, the 
prevalence of different manifestations of gender-
related killings is reaching alarming proportions.  
Ms. Manjoo also stressed that currently there is a 
backlash on women's rights and that violence 
against women is one of the most pervasive 
human rights issues in the world and she asked 
the EU for a greater support for her mandate, 
including financially. 

Read Ms Manjoo's report here

Study on Women's Rights during Democratic 
Transitions                                                               
9 October

A DROI study on enhancing EU action to support 
universal standards for women's rights during 
democratic transitions was presented to Members 
of the DROI and FEMM committees on 9 October. 
The study largely focused on recent developments 
in Arab Spring countries, and the position of 
women in their societies and their role in 
democratic transitions. The presenters of the 
study, Prof. Kalliope Agapiou-Josephides and 
Prof. Roberta Aluffi, stressed that the EU should 
use the window of opportunity when transitions 
take place. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/other-events/video?event=20121010-1815-SPECIAL
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=IM-PRESS&reference=20121011STO53436&format=XML&language=EN
http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G12/136/00/PDF/G1213600.pdf?OpenElement
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Human Rights in D.R. Congo                                
9 October

Together with its invited 
speakers, Vincent 
Forest from Front Line, 
Ms Donatella Rostagno,
Executive Secretary, 
European Network for 
Central Africa and Ken 
Matthyssen, researcher, 
International Peace 
Information Service, 
DROI had a discussion 
on the human rights situation in DRC. All three 
speakers emphasised the vulnerable situation for 
human rights defenders, political opponents and 
journalists, and the general lack of confidence in the 
institutions of the state, such as the police, military 
and electoral commission. The debate also focused 
on aspects related to conflict minerals and it was 
stressed that approaches to tackle this issue need 
to be holistic since the livelihood of 500 000 
artisanal miners depends on the informal mining 
sector.  

Because of security concerns the planned DROI 
delegation to the DRC during week 44 was 
cancelled.

World Day against the Death Penalty                 
10 October

On 9 October, the day before the World Day 
against the Death Penalty, DROI held an 
exchange of views on the death penalty with three 
experts on the issue. Professor Roger Hood from 
Oxford University presented the findings of a 
DROI commissioned study on enhancing EU 
action on the death penalty in Asia, while Ms. 
Maria Donatelli from the World Coalition against 
the Death Penalty gave an overview of the world 
wide trend towards abolition and Ms. Maya Foa 
from Reprieve focused on "European complicity" 
in the production of medicines for executions in 
the United States.

Before the meeting, Barbara Lochbihler, chair of 
the Subcommittee, reasserted the European 
Union's absolute opposition to the death penalty: 
"The European Parliament opposes the death 
penalty in all cases without exception, regardless 
of the nature of the crime, the characteristics of 
the offender or the method used by the state to 
carry out the execution. Therefore, I welcome the 
clear trend towards the worldwide abolition of the 
death penalty. [...]".
Lochbihler emphasised that there are still states 
"[...] that continue to stick to this ultimate denial of 
the human right to life [...]" and called especially 
on Japan and Texas to enact moratoriums and 
join the global trend against the death penalty.

Press statement

Current Reports and Opinions

Draft Reports
Review of the EU's human rights strategy  
(2012/2062(INI))
Rapporteur: Rui Tavares 
Documents

Annual report on Human Rights and Democracy in 
the World 2011 and the European Union's policy 
on the matter 2012/2145(INI) 
Rapporteur: Leonidas Donskis
Documents

http://barbara-lochbihler.de/2/press/world-day-against-the-death-penalty.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/afet/draft-reports.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=AFET&ufolderLegId=7&ufolderId=09293&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/afet/draft-reports.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=AFET&ufolderLegId=7&ufolderId=09999&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#menuzone
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The impact of the financial and economic crisis 
(2012/2136(INI)) 
Rapporteur: Inese Vaidere

Draft Opinions
Corporate social responsibility: promoting society's 
interests and a route to sustainable and inclusive 
recovery (2012/2097 (INI)) 
Rapporteur for opinion: Andrzej Grzyb
Deadline for amendments: 5.11.2012 at 18h00
Documents

Corporate Social Responsibility: accountable, 
transparent and responsible business behaviour 
and sustainable growth (2012/2098 (INI))
Rapporteur for opinion: Andrzej Grzyb
Deadline for amendments: 5.11.2012 at 18h00
Documents

Human Rights related resolutions/texts adopted 
in plenary 2012

September 2012 - Strasbourg
Azerbijan: the case of Ramil Safarov; Persecution of 
Rohingya Muslims in Burma; Political use of justice 
in Russia; South Africa: massacre of striking miners 
and Situation in Syria

Link to all resolutions

Next DROI Meetings 2012

Monday, 5 November at 3 p.m.
Wednesday, 28 November at 3 p.m.
Thursday, 29 November at 9 a.m.
Thursday, 6 December at 9 a.m.

DROI Calendar 2012

LINKS:

DROI Webpage

DROI Live

DROI studies

Subscribe to the DROI Newsletter

DROI on Facebook: LIKE us on Human Rights 
Subcommittee European Parliament

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/afet/draft-opinions.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=AFET&ufolderLegId=7&ufolderId=09584&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/afet/draft-opinions.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=AFET&ufolderLegId=7&ufolderId=09594&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/publications.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/droi/calendar_2012.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/studies.html
Mailto:droi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Human-Rights-Subcommittee-European-Parliament/149764928468466
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