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Election of the Chair and Vice-Chairs             

At its constituent meeting on 25 January at the mid-
legislature point, Barbara Lochbihler was re-elected 
Chair of the Subcommittee on Human Rights.  

The following elections were made with regard to
the vice-chairs:
Andrzej Grzyb (EPP, PL), 1st Vice-Chair
Agnès Le Brun (EPP, FR), 2nd Vice-Chair
Metin Kazak (ALDE, BG), 3rd Vice-Chair
Joanna Senyszyn (S&D, PL), 4th Vice Chair

NEW DEVELOPMENTS

DROI +
On 15 December 2011 the Conference of 
Presidents of the European Parliament decided to 
upgrade the Subcommittee on Human Rights to so-
called 'DROI+' status, meaning that it will be 
allowed to simultaneously draft up to three own-
initiative reports, to invite up to 12 paid guests per 
year and will be given increased appropriations for 
studies, at a level equal to those provided to full 
committees.

Human Rights Action Unit in new 
Democracy support directorate

Thanks to Parliament's unstinting engagement in 
advancing human rights and democracy, a new 
directorate dedicated to democracy support has 
been created in DG EXPO, which will mainly offer 
assistance for parliamentary capacity-building in 
the EU's neighbourhood and in other emerging 
democracies. In the framework of this new 
Directorate, a new unit has been created, the 
"Human Rights Action Unit" which will follow up on 
specific human rights cases and positions taken 
by the EP. It will maintain contact with Sakharov 
prize laureates and ensure greater visibility for the 
Parliament's human rights actions.

EIDHR Regulation Proposal for 2014-2020  
25 January 2012

At this meeting the Commission presented its
proposal for a Regulation of the European 
Parliament and of the Council establishing a 
financing instrument f o r  the promotion of 
democracy and human rights worldwide (EIDHR)
for the next financial period 2014-2020.  Members 
showed great interest in the debate on the 
possible future shape of one of Parliament's 
favourite foreign affairs instruments, that for the 
promotion of human rights.  Rapporteur 
Lambsdorff led the search for answers to EP 
concerns: a larger financial envelope for 
democracy and human rights, more reactivity to 
crises, more support for human rights defenders, 
easier access to funding by NGOs and the direct 
awarding of grants in difficult situations.  On these 
issues the Commission stressed that overall the 
human rights components of all the external 
instruments' had been reinforced.  Indigenous 
rights, economic and social rights, business and 
human rights, among others, all have their place 
in the proposal.  

The fact that the Commission had not proposed a 
procedure for Delegated acts in the EIDHR, which 
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is likely to be an important sticking point in 
negotiations, was raised during the meeting.

The human rights aspects of other proposals such 
as the Instrument for Stability, the Neighbourhood 
Instrument and the Instrument for Pre-Accession 
were also looked at.

Inter-American Human Rights Mechanism  
25 January 2012

Santiago Canton, the Executive Secretary of the 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights took 
part in the hearing together with human rights law 
experts and NGO representatives.

The hearing reaffirmed the role of regional human 
rights mechanisms as important pillars of the 
international human rights system.  The Inter-
American Commission and the Court - and other 
regional mechanisms of a similarly high quality - are 
key actors in advancing and protecting universal 
human rights.

It became clear that there are real challenges in 
terms of the resources available to the Court and 
the Commission and problems regarding the 
implementation by Member States of the Court's 
judgements .  Members from the relevant EP 
delegations and the EEAS stressed that the EU 
must remain ready to support the independence 
and functioning of the Inter-American system 
through the EU's human rights policy tools.  

Update on Arab Spring countries

Human Rights in Algeria                               
25 January 2012

Despite some initial signs of opening-up by the 
régime, Aissa Rahmoune, Member of the 
Executive Committee of the Algerian League of 
Human Rights, stressed the discrepancy between 
the official discourse and the reality on the ground 
which includes a worsening human rights 
situation.  The main concerns include laws 
restricting freedom of the media, freedom of 
association and political representation, 
harassment of human rights defenders, a lack of 
an independent judiciary and impunity for past 
abuses.  Mr Rahmoune also noted the inadequate 
focus of the EU institutions on human rights in 
Algeria, although the EEAS representative pointed 
out that there was a human rights  "focal point" in 
the EU Delegation even if there was not yet a 
local human rights  strategy. 

All agreed that the 2012 legislative elections in 
Algeria, which the EU has been invited to observe, 
are a not- to- be- missed  opportunity to shed light 
on the country's human rights record.  

Follow-up to the Egyptian elections                
9 February 2012

The exchange of views focused on the result of 
the first parliamentary elections and possible 
scenarios for the political future of Egypt, as well 
as on the recent crack-down on foreign NGOs.

The current situation "is no transition but a 
revenge period and there is no democracy without 
free media and civil society", said Ahmed Samih 
of the Andalus Institute for Tolerance and anti 
Violence Studies, Cairo. 

The speakers made the following 
recommendations to the EU :
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 to take a strong line regarding the crack-
down on NGOs

 the need to identify the right public 
message to gain legitimacy, a line to take in
support of the aspirations of the Egyptians,
and not to promote its foreign agenda

 to concentrate on key priorities

Morocco                                                               
20 March 2012

The power of scrutiny by parliament, independence 
of the judiciary and women's rights are the main 
challenges currently faced by Morocco. Western 
Sahara (and a possible joint AFET/DROI hearing in 
the second semester) was raised by MEPs during 
the meeting, as well as the impact of the recent 
consent to the EU-Morocco Trade agreement on 
agricultural products.

Libya                                                             20 
12 April 2012

The following steps are needed to achieve national 
reconciliation: compensation for land, houses and 
resources destroyed during the conflict; and 
disarmament and reintegration of militias. Among 
the issues of concern in Libya are torture in 
detention centres and the situation of Sub-Saharan 
migrants. Also mentioned were the victims of NATO 
air strikes (53, according to Amnesty International), 
and the self-declared autonomy of Benghazi, an 
initiative lead by former Sakharov laureate A. El 
Senussi. 

According to MEP Ana Gomes, elections scheduled 
in June are crucial even if they will not be flawless, 
but at least the government will be empowered to 
take decisions. The EEAS will shortly send an 
exploratory mission to Libya with a view to a 
possible EU Election Observation Mission. Guest 
speaker Omar Bakhet insisted on the importance of
organising elections at local level. Due to the 
composition of the country a future federal structure 
could be envisaged.

Chair of DROI meets with President Schulz

On 9 February newly elected President Schulz 
received Barbara Lochbihler, the Chair of DROI, 
for an exchange of views.  The President stressed 
the importance of human rights for the European 
Parliament and offered his support in raising the 
profile of human rights in the EP.  Mr Schulz also 
accepted an invitation to come before the 
Subcommittee in the autumn to brief members on 
his visits to China and Russia.

Human Rights Policy Review                        
9 February 2012

Maciej Popowski, Deputy Secretary General of the 
EEAS presented the Joint Commission/EEAS 
Communication "Human Rights and Democracy at 
the heart of EU External Action - Towards a More 
Effective Approach".

His presentation outlined the key points of the 
Communication as well as HR Ashton's plans to 
appoint an EU Special Representative on Human 
Rights.  Members questioned the proposed cross-
cutting themes (judicial reform, rights of the child, 
women's rights), policy coherence, training and 
institutional culture in the EEAS.  

Mr Popowski also outlined the intended follow-up 
by Member States, aiming at a final document and 
action plan by the end of the Danish Presidency.
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Currently the rapporteur on the human rights review, 
MEP Rui Tavares (Greens/EFA) is working on the 
draft report in parallel to the deliberations in the 
Council.

In addition to this, on 24 May the Foreign Affairs 
Committee is due to adopt a recommendation to the 
Council on the mandate of the EU Special 
Representative for Human Rights, to be voted at the 
June plenary. The recommendation is drafted by 
MEP Laima Andrikiene (EPP, LT).

Human Rights in Russia                                                               
28 February 2012

The focus was on the 
issues of discrimination, 
freedom of expression 
and the rule of law. 
Speakers included Mr 
Alexander Cherkasov, 
Memorial; Mr Alexander 
Verkhovsky, SOVA 
Center; Mr Vadim Kleiner, 
Hermitage Capital 
Management, Ms Evgenia 
Chirikova, environmental 
and political activist; Mr 
Stephen Kay, lawyer; and Ella Kesaeva, 'Voice of 
Beslan'.  They highlighted major human rights 
concerns such as the abuse of anti-terrorism 
policies, which has led to thousands of killings and 
disappearances in the North Caucasus amounting 
to crimes against humanity, coupled with almost 
absolute impunity.  The Beslan massacre has  still 
not been properly investigated or acknowledged. 

Racist and hate offences are being increasingly 
investigated but in a haphazard fashion, the real 
problem being increasing nationalism in society and 
in governmental policies, coupled with a vague and 
ill-written anti-extremism law which easily leads to 
abuse in implementation.

The Council of Europe explained how closely they 
monitor laws and their application in Russia: soon 

opinions would be given on a slew of new human 
rights and election-related laws.  Members 
expressed strong criticism of the situation, 
summarised as "back to the USSR", 
disappointment with the lack of progress, fear for 
the upcoming elections but hope in the new 
protest movements emerging in the country. 
The EEAS considered that the recent civil society 
challenges to Mr. Putin represented a "political 
awakening" and  referred to the need for the EU 
to strengthen its human rights approach towards 
Russia.

Delegations

EP delegation meets Sakharov Laureate 
Aung San Suu Kyi                                          
29 February 2012

Barbara Lochbihler, Chair of the 
Subcommittee on Human Rights was part of 
a delegation of 11 MEPs who met with 
Burmese opposition leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi on Wednesday, 29 February in Yangon, 
Burma/Myanmar.

Aung San Suu Kyi received the Sakharov 
Prize for Freedom of Thought in 
1990.However, as she was under house 
arrest, she was not able to attend the award 
ceremony in the European Parliament.

The delegation conveyed a message to 
Aung San Suu Kyi from President Schulz, 

http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/MediaPlayer.aspx?g=16ef1e6d-984e-4c9c-be1f-79dfa6208f53
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inviting her to address the European 
Parliament.  
Link to the press release

DROI Delegation to UN Human Rights 
Council                                                           
5-7 March 2012

The delegation was composed of Barbara 
Lochbihler, DROI Chair (Greens, Germany) and 
Laima Andrikiene (EPP, Lithuania).  

The mission to Geneva was extremely successful. It 
opened with a very high-level meeting with the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, Mrs Navi Pillay, 
where issues such as the Arab Spring, Iran, 
Western Sahara, Sri Lanka, and Burma/Myanmar 
were discussed, as well as the EU's contribution to 
the OHCHR (Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights) budget. The High Commissioner 
stressed the importance she attributes to the work 
of Parliament's Subcommittee on Human Rights. 
Other meetings were held with the EU Ambassador 
and her Minister Counsellor, EU Heads of Mission, 
with third-country ambassadors (the Ambassadors 
of Yemen, Israel, Palestine, Libya, Chile, Mexico (a 
key country in pushing forward consensus on the 
Libya resolution last year and generally a highly 
respected member within the HRC framework), the 
UN Special Rapporteurs on Torture, on Human 
Rights Defenders, on Freedom of Religion or Belief, 
on Children's Rights, and with representatives of the 
Dalai Lama, and with a member of the Goldstone 
report follow-up committee. 

The High Commissioner herself also stressed how 
valuable it was that Parliament sent a regular 
annual delegation to Geneva, and praised the work 

of DROI and the EP in general in raising the 
profile of so many key human rights issues.

Human Rights clauses in EU agreements: 
EU-Peru and Colombia Trade agreement                                                         
19 March 2012

The EU is in the process of concluding two major 
agreements, one with Central American countries 
and the other with Peru and Colombia. These 
agreements also include commitments to 
effectively implement international conventions, on 
labour rights and on social and environmental 
protection.  

During the 19 March DROI meeting, Members 
recognised the progress on the human rights 
situation in Colombia, Peru and in Central 
American countries. However, they called for an 
effective and independent monitoring mechanism, 
as in some countries such as in Honduras and 
Colombia the situation remains worrying, . 
Agreements were seen by the EEAS and DG 
Trade as a positive contribution to the 
improvement of democracy and sustainable 
development in these countries.

Pakistan                                                               
20 March 2012

Three speakers from civil society were given the 
floor during the DROI meeting of 20 March, 
outlining some positive developments in the legal 
sphere (new acts concerning women's rights or 
the adoption of a bill creating an independent 
national human rights institution), followed by a 
more sobering assessment of the substantial 
human rights violations.

DROI members expressed concern about a range 
of issues from the independence of the judiciary, 
to the lack of a cabinet-level Minister for 
minorities, the weakness of the police in 
investigating violations, the vulnerability of civil 

http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Search.aspx?sort=EDD&rows=5&p=1
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society and the repression of moderate voices, and 
the use of drones. 

Human rights and Counter-Terrorism                                                               
12 April 2012

The focus of the hearing 
was on the issue of 
accountability and good 
governance practices to 
oversee intelligence 
services. Speakers 
included Mr Ben 
Emmerson, UNSR on 
the promotion and 
protection of human 
rights and fundamental 
freedoms while 
countering terrorism; Mr 
Gerald Staberock, 
Secretary General of 
OMCT and Mr Clive Stafford Smith, Director of 
Reprieve.  Two video messages were played: one 
from Mr Juan Mendez, UNSR on torture and other 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment and the second from Mr Abdel Hakim 
Belhaj, a Libyan victim of rendition. 

All speakers emphasised that the practice of secret 
detention in connection with counter-terrorism 
policies has been widespread and was 
reinvigorated by the so-called war on terror. They 
also pointed out that intelligence agencies operated 
in a legal vacuum with no law, or no publicly 
available law, governing their action. They thus 
expressed their concern about a risk of  intelligence 
services 'mutating' into law enforcement secret 
bodies, outside a rule of law framework. Lack of 
accountability has been a general concern.

According to the United Nations joint study 
(A/HRC/13/42) on global practices in relation to 
secret detention in the context of countering 
terrorism, presented at the 14th session of the 
Human Rights Council in June 2010, 59 States 
have been called to follow up the recommendations 
of the study and to establish independent 

institutions promptly to investigate any allegations 
of secret detention and extraordinary rendition and 
hold perpetrators responsible. As of 4 April, 
UNSRs had received only 9 replies, three of which 
originated from  European Union Member States
(UK, DE and Czech Republic). Six other EU MSs
had also been called upon to reply to 
recommendations 

Press release

Justice in the Arab Spring Countries              
25 April 2012

This hearing was very successful due to the the 
content provided by speakers from Egypt and 
Bahrain. The main conclusion as regards 
transitional justice is that there is no one-size fits 
all approach and only after putting an end to 
current human rights violations can a genuine 
transitional process start which includes truth-
seeking, reparations for victims, institutional 
reform, all of which are to be included in a national 
consultation process.

The speech by Ms Maryam al-Khawaya, Bahrain 
Center for Human Rights (recently nominated for 
the Martin Ennals Award for Human Rights 
Defenders and daughter of Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja, 
imprisoned human rights activist who had been on 
hunger strike for 77 days and whose case 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201204/20120416ATT43083/20120416ATT43083EN.pdf
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Parliament has been following closely, including
through a statement by President Schulz) was very 
emotional, with a high impact on the audience and 
resulting in a defensive reaction from the Bahraini 
embassy. "We tend to 'beautify' the Arab Spring but 
I wonder what an Arab winter would look like", she 
concluded, referring to the crackdown on civil 
society in several countries.

Annual Report on Human Rights in the 
World

On 18 April MEPs adopted in plenary the Annual 
Report on Human Rights in the World and the 
European Union’s policy on the matter, including 
implications for the EU’s strategic human rights 
policy.

The annual report addressed human rights issues, 
including the proposal that the EU should have rules 
for monitoring internet censorship by autocratic 
regimes. Parliament wants these new rules to 
strengthen the accountability of EU-based 
companies that export tools that can be used to 
block websites and monitor mobile communications. 

"There is a race between those harnessing new 
media to the purpose of liberation and those who 
seek to use it for repression. I don't hesitate to say 
Vodafone m u s t  learn from doing Mubarak's 
bidding", said the rapporteur of the report, Richard 
Howitt ( S & D ,  UK), referring to Vodafone's 
suspension of its services at the Mubarak regime's 
request, only weeks before the revolution in Egypt.
Press release 

Resolution adopted on 18 April 2012

Current Reports and Opinions
Draft Reports
Review of the EU's human rights strategy  
(2012/2062(INI) AFET/7/09293)
Joint communication to the European 
Parliament and the Council: Human rights and 
democracy at the heart of EU external action -
towards a more effective approach (COM(2011) 
0886)

Draft Opinions
Alleged transportation and illegal detention of 
prisoners in European countries by the CIA: 
follow-up of the EP TDIP Committee report 
AFET/7/08921 (2012/2033(INI)
Deadline for amendments: 24 May 2012, 12.00

Human Rights related resolutions/texts 
adopted in plenary 2012

April, Strasbourg
Situation in Burma/Myanmar; Situation in Bali

March, Brussels
Belarus
March, Strasbourg
Human trafficking in Sinai, in particular the case of 
Solomon W., Palestine: raids by Israeli forces on 
Palestinian TV stations, Human rights violations in 
Bahrain

February II, Strasbourg
Death penalty in Belarus, in particular the cases of 
Dzmitry Kanavalau and Uladzislau Kavalyou, 
Egypt: recent developments, Death penalty in 
Japan, Situation in Russia, Situation in Syria, 
United Nation's Human Rights Council

February I, Brussels
Situation in Iran, Women's situation in war

Link to all resolutions

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20120418IPR43185/html/Parliament-wants-EU-rules-for-firms-exporting-internet-censorship-tools
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2012-0126+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/publications.html
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Next DROI Meetings 2012

Tuesday, 29 May, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday, 20 June, 15.00-18.30
Thursday, 21 June, 09.00-12.30
Wednesday, 11 July, 15.00-18.30

DROI Calendar 2012

LINKS:

DROI Webpage

DROI Live

DROI studies

Subscribe to the DROI Newsletter

DROI on Facebook: LIKE us on Human Rights 
Subcommittee European Parliament

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/droi/calendar_2012.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/studies.html
Mailto:droi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Human-Rights-Subcommittee-European-Parliament/149764928468466
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