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UPCOMING EVENTS IN DROI

 Joint hearing with DEVE on the right to 
sanitation and the right to water,

 Uganda, following elections
 Human rights in South Sudan following the 

Referendum of 9 January 2011
 Workshop on Torture and Secret 

Detentions: the UN perspective and the role 
of the EU.

Aung San Suu Kyi 

President of the European Parliament, Jerzy Buzek 
and Chair of DROI, Heidi Hautala, expressed their 
joy at the release of Aung San Suu Kyi on 13 
November 2010, and in a statement to the press, 
President Buzek said:

"We have been waiting too long for this day; Aung 
San Su Kyi has suffered too much."It will, I hope, 
turn out to be a day always to remember for all 
those who believe in freedom and peace. This 
release must be unconditional..."

President Buzek also added that he had invited 
Aung San Suu Kyi to attend a forthcoming session 
of the European Parliament.

The President's full statement
Heidi Hautala's statement

SAKHAROV PRIZE 2010
Laureate 2010 - Guillermo Fariñas

Cuban dissident Guillermo Fariñas, was
represented by an empty chair at the prize award 
ceremony in Strasbourg on Wednesday, 15 
December, as he did not receive permission to 
leave his country and travel to Strasbourg to 
receive the prize. 

Addressing MEPs in a recorded message, Mr 
Fariñas expressed his gratitude to the European 
Parliament "for not abandoning the Cuban people 
in these more than 50 years of the struggle for 
democracy". He explained that he had accepted 
the Sakharov Prize for the Freedom of Thought 
"because I feel myself to be a tiny part of the 
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rebellious spirit that nourishes the people I am 
proud to belong to."

"Even though activists like Guillermo Fariñas are 
persecuted and are imprisoned, their voice cannot 
be silenced. The role of the European Parliament is 
to amplify that voice", said European Parliament 
President Jerzy Buzek.

For the full text of President Buzek's press release 
click here
For the text of an interview held with Guillermo 
Fariñas over the phone, click here

Sakaharov Laureate chosen
During the plenary session of 21 October in 
Strasbourg, President Buzek announced the winner 
of the 2010 Sakharov Prize as Guillermo Fariñas.  
Mr Fariñas, a 48 year old doctor of psychology, 
independent journalist and political dissident, was 
nominated in the name of all those who fight in 
Cuba for freedom and human rights.  He will be 
invited to the award ceremony in Strasbourg on 15 
December.

Candidates nominated for the 2010 prize:
The following 9 candidates were nominated for the 
2010 award: online activists "Access", Syrian 
human rights lawyer Haytham Al-Maleh, an Israeli 
NGO "Breaking the Silence"*, Cuban Doctor 
Guillermo Fariñas*, Sahrawi human rights 
advocate Aminetu Haidar, Eritrean journalist Dawit 
Isaak, Ethiopian politician Birtukan Mideksa*,
Vietnamese priest Father Thadeus Nguyên Van Ly 
and "Open doors" - an international group 
supporting persecuted Christians 

For the European Parliament's webpage on the 
Sakharov Prize click here.

Human Rights in Mexico                             
8 November

This hearing was prompted by the murder of 
human rights activists in the southern province of 
Oaxaca in April 2010, including a Finnish human 
rights defender, Jiry Jaakkola.  The hearing was 
attended by Mr Jaakkola's parents, the lawyer 
following the Jaakkola case and notably, Minister 
Alejandro Negrín, Director General for Human 
Rights and Democracy of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Mexico.  A message was read out on 
behalf of the recently elected Governor of Oaxaca, 
who, like the Government representatives, 
accepted that the climate of impunity and the 
widely reported connivance in murde r  of 
indigenous activists between local officials and 
criminal groups had to end.  Mexico is fully 
committed to cooperating with UN Special 
Rapporteurs and the Organisation of American 
States (OAS) regional human rights mechanisms.

Cuba
8 November

On 8 November DROI held a brief exchange of 
views with the representatives of the EU 
institutions on the discussions underway on the
revision of the EU position on Cuba.  Frank 
Duhamel, the Belgian chair of the AMLAT working 
group in the Council referred to the fact that 
political dialogue has already been established.  
EPP and ALDE members considered that the 
prisoners being released at the moment were 
being forced into exile, so this was no real 
concession by the regime.  S&D called for a more 
balanced approach, saying it was not coherent to 
negotiate a formal agreement with a country which 
as a deplorable human rights record like Libya 
whilst refusing to do so with Cuba.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/president/view/en/press/press_release/2010/2010-December/press_release-2010-December-22.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/expert/multimedia/20101215MLT10288/media_20101215MLT10288.mp3
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/parliament/public/staticDisplay.do?language=EN&id=42
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Women's Rights and Gender Equality       
8 November

A joint DROI/FEMM hearing took place on Monday, 
8 November, (from 4.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.). The first 
part of the event consisted of a presentation of a 
study that has recently been completed for DROI,
entitled "Implementation of EU Policies following UN 
Security Council Resolution 1325". This will be 
followed by a debate on the resolution 1325
(Women in armed conflict) and the European Union,
to which some external experts have been invited to 
participate (possibly from UN, Council, Commission
and NGOs).

The subject was debated in plenary in Strasbourg 
on 23 November and a text adopted on 25 
November 2010.

Human rights  and the rule of law in 
Russia - 29 November

This was a timely discussion given the human rights 
consultations of 17 November, the upcoming EU-
Russia Summit of 7 December, the PCC, the 
signature of the Partnership for Modernisation, and 
the slow process on the PCA negotiations.

An NGO representative from Russia highlighted the 
deterioration of the human rights climate by showing 
how anti-extremism legislation was being used to 
repress dissent.  FIDH gave its views on the lack of 
impact of the Consultations and the need for 
increased transparency and benchmarking.  The 
Commission and Council mentioned the difficulties 
encountered in getting Russian agreement on these 
modalities, and restated the importance given to 
human rights within EU-Russia relations.  Ms. 
Hautala concluded by stressing the need for more 

systematic inclusion of human rights issues in 
high level talks and for greater visibility of the EU 
on this issue.

Children's issues - 29 November

DROI held an exchange of views on children's 
issues in view of the forthcoming Commission 
communication due out in February 2011 that will 
advance the EU Strategy on the Rights of the 
Child.  The speakers, Natalia Alonso of PLAN, 
Rebecca O'Donnell from Save The Children and 
Margaret Wachenfeld of UNICEF, stressed that 
greater international commitment and political will 
to take action was now being demonstrated, which 
is f ir ing up expectations.  The Commission 
promised to take back the main message gleaned 
from today's discussion - that the new 
Communication should be more than just a 
recycling of well-known actions.

Western Balkans - 30 November

DROI debated human 
rights issues in Western 
Balkans with the 
participation of two 
Members of the 
Parliamentary Assembly 
of the Council of Europe 
(PACE), Senator Pietro 
Marcenaro and Mr 
Miljenko Doric.  They 
focused on reconciliation 
and political dialogue 
between the Western 
Balkans, including prosecution of war crimes, the 
situation of 400,000 internally displaced persons 
and on the necessity for the ICTY to remain open 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2010-0439+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
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up to 2013.  The Chair and the Members of PACE 
agreed on close cooperation between the EP, the 
CoE and the OSCE.  Dr. Jones from Amnesty 
International mentioned the forcible return of the 
Roma minority from EU countries to Kosovo and 
MEPs stressed the miserable conditions of the 
Roma minority living in camps in Kosovo.

Mr Kukan, who co-chaired the hearing with Ms. 
Hautala, concluded that in all the Western Balkan 
countries, the integration of the Roma population 
represents a key social-economic issue.  The 
Decade of Roma Inclusion 2005-2015 launched by 
European governments and the Western Balkans to 
improve the situation of the Roma has had only
limited progress.  These issues should be taken up 
by the EP delegations and the AFET Committee, in 
its Working Group on the Western Balkans and in 
its reports.

Human Rights and Aids: the role of the 
EU - hearing in view of World AIDS Day 
2010 - 30 November

In association with DEVE and in 
the context of World Aids Day (1 
December), DROI held a 
discussion on the EU response 
to HIV/AIDS.  Speakers 
(Henning Mikkelsen of UNAIDS, 
Dr. Robinson Cabello, 

representing Via Libre, and Katherine Todrys from 
HRW) stressed that it was vital to start dealing with 
health as a human right.  They recognised that 
Europe and the EU have been a driving force in the 
global debate and welcomed recent improvements 
in global reporting of AIDS incidence.  Some points 
highlighted in the discussion: a significant number of 
countries (79) criminalise same-sex relationships; 
Latin America has become a region with a high 
incidence of infection; treatments must  be in 

accordance with human rights; it is essential for 
countries to take account of/include migrants in 
their HIV response policies.

Mrs Corinne Cretu, vice-chair of DEVE, also 
participated in the discussion, and questions were 
raised about the recent Vatican statement.

COHOM - 6 December

The Belgian Presidency, on behalf of the HR/VP 
summarised COHOM's work since 1 July.  It was 
stated that a new permanent COHOM chair is in 
the process of being appointed and that the first 
meeting under this new arrangement would take 
place at the end of January 2011.

Members stressed their concern at the absence of 
any clarification from the HR/VP on the place of 
human rights within the structure of the EEAS.  

The COHOM Chair gave an optimistic 
assessment of the outcome of the EU's efforts 
within the UN Human Rights Council, particular in 
relation to the follow-up to the Goldstone report 
and the Gaza flotilla incident.  Concern was 
expressed about the confrontational atmosphere 
of discussions on the Durban review process

In view of the fact that the Belgian chair described 
his term of office as a "ghost presidency" it was 
felt he had done well to maintain impetus behind 
the review of the human rights policy announced 
by Baroness Ashton.  

Sri Lanka - 6 December

NGOs, Alan Keenan, International Crisis Group, 
Professor Francois Houart, chairperson of the 
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panel of judges of the Permanent People's Tribunal,
and Dr. Jude Lal Fernando, Irish Forum for Peace in 
Sri Lanka, confirmed the continuation of human 
rights violations on a vast scale, even in what is 
officially a "post-conflict" situation.  Impunity for war 
crimes committed by the Government and the Tamil 
rebels seems to be a fact of life, especially in the 
absence of any UN inquiry.  The European 
Parliament was asked to "keep the issue alive".

China - 6 December

Following the "postponement" of the latest EU-
China Human Rights Dialogue, a fairly bleak 
assessment of the human rights situation was 
presented by NGOs concerned with ethnic minority 
issues and by FIDH, which challenged the 
usefulness of the HR dialogue.  In fact China's 
"human rights diplomacy" appeared increasingly 
aggressive and self-confident, with human rights 
defenders facing a wave of repression in the period 
running up to the Nobel Ceremony.

Nobel Peace Prize - Lui Xiaobo

The European Parliament was represented at the 
Oslo ceremony on 10 December by the European 
Parliament's Vice-President Edward McMillan 
Scott and Heidi Hautala, Chair of the 
Subcommittee on Human Rights.

Ms. Hautala commented:

"We see the Nobel Peace prize ceremony taking 
place in Oslo on 10 December as an important 
and necessary signal of support to defenders of 
human rights in China and throughout the world.  
The European Parliament has not only welcomed 
that Liu Xiaobo has been awarded the 2010 Nobel 
Peace prize, it is also following through with its 
pledge of support."

For full text click here

Human Rights Defenders - 10 January 2011

Ms. Hautala, rapporteur on the resolution on EU 
policies in favour of human rights defenders 
adopted in 2010, spoke on the progress made 
since then by the EU institutions and Member 
States.  She highlighted remaining challenges, 
such as the need for greater Member State 
involvement in implementing the Guidelines on 
human rights defenders at local level, the need for 
stronger focal points to be established at 
headquarters and for greater transparency.  Ms. 
Lawlor, Frontline, made 14 recommendations to 
the EU on policy, structures, accountability, and 
the matter of visas.  Mr Lunde, International Cities 
of Refuge Network, set out a number of key 
questions on strengthening and expanding shelter 
city work.  Ms. Arnault, Director, EEAS, stressed 
that progress had been made on the number and 
quality of local strategies, on instructions to 
delegations and on the appointment of local focal 
points.  She suggested that a meeting between all 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2010-0489+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
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actors involved in shelter cities be convened soon.  
The Chair concluded that this issue could be best 
addressed by creating an inter-service group 
between the institutions, an idea which was 
positively welcomed.

Russia - Khodorkovsky case - 10 January

The floor was given to Maria Logan a member of 
the Khodorkovsky legal team, who updated the 
Subcommittee on the background and 
consequences of the new judgement concerning the 
former owners of Yukos.  She noted that after the 
trial many leading EU and US politicians had
criticised the political motivation behind the case 
and had shown support for the Khodorkovsky 
family.

President Buzek also issued a statement on the 
verdict saying :

"I am very disappointed.  The trials of Mikhail 
Khodorkovsky were the litmus test of how the rule 
of law and human rights are treated in today's 
Russia.  In effect it has become the emblematic 
symbol of all the systemic problems within the 
judiciary."

For press release on DROI discussion click here.
For press release by President Buzek click here.

EEAS - 10 January

Ms. Hautala welcomed the news that the HR/VP 
had published the organigramme for the EEAS,
which included a specific directorate on Human 
Rights and Democracy.  This was seen as a result 
partly of pressure by the European Parliament and 
the NGOs which came to a head during the 
December plenary session and the debate on the 
Andrikiene report on Human Rights in the World in 
2009 and EU policy on the matter.  Members felt 
that it would be necessary to ensure that the 
HR/VP continues with the fundamental review of 
human rights policy which has started in the last 
few months. The Chair suggested that the HR/VP 
should be encouraged to present a 
communication on the results of this review in 
order to ensure the necessary transparency.

Belarus - 12 January

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/015-111414-010-01-03-902-20110110STO11394-2011-10-01-2011/default_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/president/view/en/press/press_release/2010/2010-December/press_release-2010-December-30.html
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The Committee on Foreign Affairs, in association 
with the Subcommittee on Human Rights and the 
Delegations for Relations with Belarus and to the 
EURONEST Parliamentary Assembly, held an 
extraordinary meeting on the situation in Belarus 
following the brutal repression of the peaceful 
demonstrations of 19 December 2010.

Participating in this exchange of views was 
Aliaksandr Milinkievich, opposition leader and 
laureate of the Sakharov Prize 2006.  President 
Buzek also delivered a speech.

Interview with Aliaksandr Milinkievich 
Press release by President Buzek on Belarus

Reports and Opinions

Draft recommendation for second reading on 
the council position at first reading with a view 
to the adoption of a regulation of the European 
Parliament and of the Council amending 
Regulation (EC) No. 1889/2006 on establishing a 
financing instrument for the promotion of 
democracy and human rights worldwide, Co-
rapporteurs: Kinga Gál and Barbara Lochbihler

Deadline for tabling amendments (in EN): 19 
January at noon

Vote in AFET: 26 January 2011
Plenary: February I 2011

Draft opinion to the LIBE committee on the 
proposal for a regulation of the European 
Parliament and of the Council amending 
Council Regulation (EC) No. 2007/2004 
establishing a European Agency for the 
Management of Operational Cooperation at the 
External Borders of the Member States of the 
European Union (FRONTEX), rapporteur: 
Barbara Lochbihler

Deadline for tabling amendments: 27 October at 
12 noon
Second discussion in DROI: 10 January 2011
Vote in AFET: 13 January 2011 - adopted
Vote in LIBE:  tbc
Plenary: May 2011

Human Rights related resolutions
adopted in plenary in November and 
December 2010

25 November 2010
 Human rights, social and enivronmental 

standards in International Trade 
Agreements

 10th anniversary of UN Security Council 
resolution 1325 on women and peace and 
security

 Situation in Western Sahara
 Ukraine
 Iraq
 Tibet
 Burma
 Camp Ashraf

16 December 2010
 Human Rights in the World in 2009 and 

EU policy on the matter

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/030-111416-010-01-03-903-20110110STO11396-2011-10-01-2011/default_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/president/view/en/press/press_release/2011/2011-January/press_release-2011-January-6.html
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 A new strategy for Afghanistan
 Situation in Côte d'Ivoire
 Malaysia: the practice of caning
 Uganda: the Bahati Bill and discrimination 

against the LGBT population
 Eritrean refugees held hostage in Sinai

Link to resolutions

Next DROI Meetings in 2011

Monday, 24 January, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 25 January, 9h00-12h30
Monday, 7 February, 15h00-18h30
Monday, 28 February, 15h00-18h30

LINKS

EP LIVE

Europarl TV

Studies on human rights

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/publicationsCom.do?language=EN&body=DROI
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-internet/frd/live/live-video?language=en
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies.do?language=EN
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