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UPCOMING EVENTS IN DROI

Hearing on Human Rights in China
15 July 2010, 10h30-12h00

DROI will hold an exchange of views on 
human rights in China following the last 
round of the EU-China Human Rights 
Dialogue. Guest speakers: Lord Teverson 
of the EU Subcommittee of the House of 
Lords, U K ,  who will present the EU 
Committee report "Stars and Dragons: The 
EU and China", Wan Yanhai, human rights 
activist, director of Aizhixing, a Beijing 
based NGO dedicated to HIV/AIDS 
prevention and Prof. Marie Holzman, 
sinologist, President of the Association 
"Solidarité Chine".

Hearing on human rights in Southeast 
Asia- 15 July 2010, 09h30-10h30

DROI will hold an exchange of views on 
human rights in Southeast Asia - Vietnam, 
Cambodia, Laos and Thailand.  Members 
will hear statements from Dr Sophie 
Richardson, Asia Advocacy Director, 
Human Rights Watch, Ambassadors and 
other diplomats of the SEA countries and 
representatives of the European 
Commission.

DROI delegation to Beslan, Russia on 1 
September 2010

Mrs Hautala, Mrs Andrikiene and Mr 
Berman will represent DROI at a 
commemoration of the sixth anniversary of 
the terrible events in Beslan when over 
360 people, mostly children, were killed 
when security forces took action to end a 
hostage crisis. In 2005 the European 
Parliament called for an international 

investigation of the Beslan terrorist attack 
and its aftermath.

President Buzek speaks before 
DROI - 24 June 2010

A wide range of members attended the 
exchange of views held with President 
Buzek in DROI on 24 June.  The President 
reported on his visits to Russia and to 
Chiina, where he raised human rights 
issues in both public and private meetings.  
Ms. Hautala considered this a very good 
example of the correct approach which 
should be followed also by the other 
institutions.  

The President reiterated his view that 
activity in the field of human rights was 
one of the priorities of the Institution to be 
followed up consistently in the framework 
of urgency resolutions, hearings, 
agreements with third countries, support 
for human rights defenders, inter-
parliamentary delegations as well as in 
Parliament's oversight of the EIDHR and 
the EEAS.  He also fully supported DROI's 
insistence on better access to certain 
Council documents.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/DROI
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/DROI
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/DROI
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/DROI
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/DROI
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/DROI
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/DROI


Issue No. 5, July 2010

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/DROI

2

DROI Delegation to Washington
25 -27 May 2010

A six-Member a delegation of DROI
travelled to Washington led by 
Chairwoman Heidi Hautala and MEPs
Kinga Gál (EPP), László Tőkés (EPP), 
Ana Gomes (S&D), David Martin (S&D) 
and Marietje Schaake (ALDE).

It was the first such trip of DROI since 
President Obama came to office and after 
the coming into force of the Treaty of 
Lisbon. In fact, it was DROI's first 
delegation outside Europe. It was also the 
first EP delegation to the US after the 
Washington visit of European Parliament 
(EP) President Jerzy Buzek and U.S. Vice 
President Joseph Biden's visit to the 
European Parliament on 7 May 2010.

The Delegation had an intensive 
programme of meetings with 
representatives of the U.S. Administration 
(High level officials from the State 
Department and the NSC), Congress 
(bodies dealing specifically with Human 
Rights), and civil society (NGO's and Think 
Tanks). The discussions were focused on 

two pillars: human rights in the US on one 
hand, as well as ways to strengthen EU-
U.S. cooperation in defense of human 
rights globally. 

EP Ad Hoc Delegation to the ICC 
review conference in Kampala, 
Uganda - 31 May-2 June 2010

Richard Howitt led the ad hoc EP 
delegation of six members (Ana Gomes 
(S&D), Radvilė Morkūnaitė-Mikulėnienė 
(EPP), Pino Arlacchi (ALDE), Barbara 
Lochbihler (Greens) and Marek Henryk 
Migalski, (ECR, Poland)) who attended the 
opening days of the Review Conference of 
the Rome Statute in Kampala, which took 
place 31 May to- 11 June. This was the 
first opportunity for the States Parties to 
the Rome Statute to make amendments to 
the Statute since its entry into force on 1 
July 2002, and thereby a significant 
milestone for the International Criminal 
Court.

During their three day stay, members 
attended the Plenary debate and took part 
in the panel discussions on victims, peace 
and justice, cooperation and 
complementarity. They also participated in 
side events, such as the launch of the EU 
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brochure on ICC and the EU, and visited 
projects for rehabilitation of torture victims 
funded under the EIDHR.

Exchange of views with Mr Maxime 
Verhagen, Dutch Minister of Foreign 
Affairs- 10 May 2010

In DROI Mr Verhagen presented members 
with a new Dutch document on "Human 
Dignity for all: a human rights strategy for 
foreign policy".  With 200 million underage 
workers worldwide, members agreed that 
the EU should use all means at its 
disposal, including development and 
cooperation p o l i c y ,  human rights 
dialogues, trade p o l i c y ,  public 
procurement and corporate social 
responsibility to try and achieve some 
improvement of the situation

Hearing on human rights in the 
European Neighbourhood Policy 
(case studies: Ukraine and Egypt)
10 May 2010

This DROI debate brought out the lack of 
progress in human rights aspects in these 

two countries, in particular the continued 
state of emergency in Egypt as well as 
noticeable backward steps in the Ukraine 
following the elections, namely in the field 
of gender equality.  It was noted that in 
order to improve the efficiency of the ENP 
as a human rights instrument for the 
Ukraine, the EU should seek more 
cooperation with the Council of Europe.  A 
key question regarding Egypt is how much 
HR will be made a key criterion for  
agreeing to the requested upgrade of 
relations with Egypt. Similar issues have 
arisen in relation to Israel and Tunisia.

Presentation of EU Annual Report 
on Human Rights in world on behalf 
of the HR/VP- 10 May 2010

The Foreign Affairs Council report on 
Human Rights in the world, covering the 
18 months from July 2008 to December 
2009.was presented jointly by the Council
Secretariat (Riina Kionka) and the 
Commission (Véronique Arnault). The 
Commission confirmed that already more 
than 100 delegations now have a human 
rights focal point.  

Ms. Lochbihler, wondered  to whom the 
report  is addressed. Referring to the 
Parliament's last annual report on human 
rights (Obiols' report, 2009), members 
called for the development of quantifiable 
indices and benchmarks in order to 
measure the effectiveness of the EU policy 
on human rights.

Mrs Andrikiene, rapporteur for the EP's 
annual report on Human Rights 2010 also 
commented on the report, stating that 
though EU action is presented as 
positively as possible, the general feeling 
is that human rights are under severe 
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attack and the EU is not left with sufficient 
influence to challenge this trend

Hearing on new information 
technologies and human rights: 
presentation of a study on the 
implication, possibilities and 
dangers for HR of modern 
communications
2 June 2010

The hearing focussed on how Information 
and Communication Technologies created 
new opportunities for protecting and 
advancing human rights but also, on the 
other hand, how ICT present a series of 
challenges and threats concerning the 
control of citizens and restrictions on 
human rights. Invited guests included Mr 
Andrew Puddephatt from Global Partners 
and Associates who presented the study 
on Information and Communication 
Technologies and Human Rights, further, 
IT companies Google and Nokia Siemens 
and NDTV, an independent Chinese TV 
company. 

The main recommendations of the hearing 
included: making internet and new 

information technologies issues part of the 
EU HR dialogues, as well as EU bilateral 
agreements, addressing them at the level 
of the UN HRC and other multinational 
fora, encouraging European companies to 
agree on voluntary code of conduct when 
dealing with repressive regimes.  EU 
diplomats should follow more closely the 
Internet censorship cases and visit jailed 
citizens in the censorship countries.  Nokia 
Siemens and Google publicly accepted 
their responsibilities but pointed to the 
need for a legal framework to work within.

Reform in the Arab World (in 
cooperation with Freedom House)
2 June 2010

At its meeting of 2-3 June, the 
subcommittee heard presentations from 
three NGO representatives of NGOs from 
Arab countries.  In respect of Egypt the 
main discussions revolved around 
emergency law and the consequences for 
HR in the country.  For Algeria and the 
Maghreb countries it was stated that the 
legitimacy conferred on the governments 
of the Maghreb by the EU stifles 
democracy and civil society in these 
countries.  Within the Gulf  states the 
emphasis was on Bahrain and members 
were briefed on women's rights.

Human Rights in Central Asia
3 June 2010

As part of the DROI meeting, members 
held a lively exchange of views with 
representatives from three NGOs from 
Kazakhstan, Kirgizstan and Uzbekistan 
with particular focus on the registration 
issue. Members were informed of the 
intricacies of the system which prevents 
many citizens such as migrant workers 
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and others from enjoying their social and 
civil rights unless they can pay corrupt 
local officials.  Up to 20% of citizens in 
Kirgizstan are thus deprived of many basic 
rights.  In many countries the lack of rights 
of residence associated with this problem 
can only be circumvented by bribing law 
enforcement officers. In Uzbekistan there 
is an estimated 1 million migrant workers 
subject to this extortion. 

The Commission briefed the 
subcommittee on their view on this issue, 
highlighting the utility of the HR Dialogues 
now established with the five countries 
concerned.

Exchange of views with Mr Juan 
Duarte Cuadrado (Spanish 
Presidency) Chair of the Council 
Working Group on Human Rights
10 June 2010

Mr Duarte Cuadrado highlighted the 
results achieved  in the fields of the death 
penalty, torture, child soldiers, gender 
equality, rights of LGBT persons, rights of 
persons with disabilities, rights to water 
access and human rights defenders.  

Amnesty International touched on the 
main issues which marked this semester 
and notably the concerns on the EEAS 
headquaters structure.  Amnesty 
International emphasised also the lack of 
transparency and accountability in the 
Council.

On 1 July 2010, a representative of the 
incoming Belgian presidency who now  
chaits COHOM on behalf of Baroness 
Ashton presented the main topics: the
working methodology, to rationalize the 
HR instruments (notably on HR dialogues 
and contacts with civil society 

organisations), coherence between 
internal and external policies, dealing with 
main HR items (notably death penalty, 
Human Rights Defenders and United 
Nations mechanisms).

Situation of NGOs and civil society 
in Israel
23 June 2010

The Subcommittee heard presentations 
from 3 NGO representatives, two of which 
had come from Israel especially. Dr. 
Menuchin of the Public Committee Against 
Torture in Israel painted a picture of a 
reducing pluralism in Israel and an 
increase of right-wing nationalist parties 
opposed to dissident voices.  

Mr Jafar Farah of the Advocacy Centre for 
Arab citizens in Israel, gave several 
examples of how the Israeli government 
discriminates against Arab citizens of 
Israel, e.g. new law on citizenship 
revocation, new housing policies, issues of 
removal of immunity of Knesset members 
- currently there are 35 laws that 
discriminate against Arab citizens of Israel.  
He was also concerned that EU funds for 
HR NGOs could be threatened by the new 
law being considered by the Knesset.

Mrs Stanus of the EuroMed Human Rights 
Network gave recommendations to the EU 
to raise the NGO law issue in Association 
Council meetings and make sure that it 
can continue to finance HR NGOs in 
Israel. DROI members were encouraged 
to support a proposal to put the issue on 
plenary.

The Deputy Ambassador for Israel, Mr Tal, 
stated that an Interministerial team of the 
Israeli government is currently analysing 
several issues regarding NGOs. The 
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Israeli government position is that whilst 
there should be no constraint on NGOs, 
transparency of funding had to be 
assured.

Prof. Steinberg of NGO Monitor from Israel 
said that in his opinion much of EU funding 
for HR NGOs is in fact counterproductive 
for  the peace process and is used to 
undermine the security of the state of 
Israel.

The Commission also briefed the 
subcommittee, stating that normal scrutiny 
of Israel takes place in the ENP context.  
Israel's NGO framework is in line with EU 
member states as regards freedom of 
expression. Yet in the last year 
government attacks on NGOs had 
increased and the general environment 
has worsened for HR NGOs. If adopted in 
the form as introduced, the law would 
seriously curtail the room for manoeuvre 
for NGOs.

Human Rights in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo- 1 July 2010

In association with DEVE, the DROI 
hearing used the international attention to 
the DRC as it celebrated the 50th 
anniversary of its independence one day 
earlier (30 June) to focus on human rights 
issues. Three NGO statements 
(FIDH/Congo Electors' League; Oxfam 
and ICG) described the worsening human 
rights situation: continuing extrajudicial 
killings, abductions, sexual violence, 
torture committed by the rebel groups and 
the military. One minute silence was 
observed f o r  Congolese human rights 
defender Floribert Chebeya Bahizire, who 
was killed recently and was the subject of 
the June HR urgency resolution.

Members called for an independent inquiry 
into his death and protection, including 
European financial support, for their 
families and other human rights defenders 
and their organisations.

Members called for action on tackling 
illegal exploitation of minerals and putting 
an end to sexual violence against women 
and girls (reportedly 160 women are raped 
each week in DRC). MEPs asked that the 
human rights situation be addressed at the 
next ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary 
Assembly, on 2-5 December 2010 in 
Kinshasa. Other suggestions included the 
establishment of a preventive mechanism 
in the form of an ACP-EU joint standing 
committee on human rights and a
EP delegation mission to the DRC.

Reports and Opinions

Draft opinion on human rights, social 
and environmental standards in 
International Trade agreements
Draftsman: David Martin
Committee responsible: INTA
Further discussion in DROI in September
Planned adoption plenary: October 2010
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Sakharov Prize 2010
Calendar

- Deadline for nomination of candidates: 
22 September before 6 p.m., Strasbourg
- Presentation of candidates in 
AFET/DEVE/DROI: 
5 October, Brussels
- Vote on 3 finalists in AFET & DEVE:
12 October at 6.30 p.m., Brussels
- Decision of the Conference of Presidents 
on Laureate: 
21 October, Strasbourg
- Joint AFET/DEVE/DROI meeting with 
Laureate: 
13 December, Strasbourg
- Prize-giving ceremony in Plenary: 
15 December, Strasbourg

HR related resolutions adopted in 
plenary in May- July 2010

8 July - Strasbourg
 Zimbabwe, in particular the case of 

Farai Maguwu
 Venezuela, in particular the case of 

Maria Lourdes Afiuni
 North Korea
 Situation in Kyrgyzstan
 AIDS/HIV in view of the XVIII 

International AIDS Conference 
(Vienna July 18-23, 2010)

17 June - Strasbourg
 Democratic Republic of Congo: the 

case of Floribert Chebeya Bahizire
 Israeli military operation against the 

humanitarian flotilla and the Gaza 
blockade

 Situation in the Korean Peninsula
 Executions in Libya
 Nepal
 Conclusions of the EU/Russia Summit
 Trade in goods used for torture

20 May - Strasbourg
 Burma/Myanmar
 Religious Freedom in Pakistan
 Thailand

19 May - Strasbourg
 ICC - First review Conference of the 

Rome Statute of the International 
Criminal Court, Kampala

Next DROI Meetings in 2010

Thursday, 15 July, 09h00-12h30 in room 
JAN 6Q2
Monday, 13 September, 15h00-18h30
Thursday, 30 September, 09h00-12h30 & 
15h00-18h30
Thursday, 14 October, 09h00-12h30

Highlights coming up in DROI in 
September-October  2010
(provisional, subject to change)

 DROI delegation to Beslan
 Human rights in Bosnia, in 

Burma/Myanmar, in Turkey, in 
Tunisia, in Western Sahara, in 
South Ossetia/Abkhazia

 Annual report on human rights
 Fight against impunity: the case of 

Argentina
 Transitional justice

LINKS

EP LIVE

Europarl TV

Studies on human rights

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-internet/frd/live/live-video?language=en
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies.do?language=EN
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