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Sakharov Prize 2009 

MEMORIAL 
(Oleg Orlov, Sergei Kovalev and 
Lyudmila Alexeyeva on behalf of 

MEMORIAL and all other human rights 
defenders in Russia) 

 
On 22 October in Strasbourg President 
Buzek announced that the 2009 Sakharov 
Prize for Freedom of Thought is to be 
awarded to Russian civil rights defence 
organization MEMORIAL, and their three 
representatives Oleg Orlov, Sergei 
Kovalev and Lyudmila Alexeyeva, as 
well as all other human rights 
defenders in Russia.  
 
 

 
Edited by Directorate A, Human Rights Unit 

1. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The prize ceremony will take place in 
Strasbourg on 16 December, at 12:00 in 
the Hemicycle. 
 
The representatives of Memorial will meet 
with the members of AFET/DEVE/DROI 
on Thursday, 17 December, 9.00-10.30 in 
room LOW N.1.4. 
 
Europarl Sakharov Prize webpage: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/parliament/
public/staticDisplay.do?language=EN&id=
42 
 
On 14 December 2009 it will be exactly 20 
years since the death of Andrei Sakharov.  
Ms. Hautala is representing the European 
Parliament at a special celebration being 
organised by the Sakharov Foundation in 
cooperation with the Council of Europe, in 
Moscow on that day. 
 
Link to the Sakharov Conference : 
 
http://www.sakharov-
center.ru/asfconf2009/english 
 
 

Navanethem Pillay, 
UN High Commissioner for Human 

Rights 
 
On 13 October 2009, the Vice President of 
the European Parliament, Mr Edward 
McMillan-Scott, Ms. Hautala, the DROI 
Chair together with Ms Andrikiene, DROI 
Vice Chair, Mr Howitt, and Ms. Lochbihler, 
met with Ms. Pillay. 
 

 

 
 

Ms. Pillay publicly thanked the European 
Parliament and DROI for its interest in the 
UNHRC as well as in the Office of the 
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High Commissioner.  She emphasised the 
importance of opening the first regional 
Office of the High Commissioner in 
Europe, in Brussels, and stated that its 
role would be to provide advice and 
assistance to the EU regarding the 
integration of the human rights dimension 
into regional and national policies and 
programmes. 
 
She also expressed her gratitude to the 
EU for its financial support to the OHCHR 
(€4m per year). 
 
Asked about the 2011 review of the 
Human Rights Council, Ms. Pillay invited 
Members to continue following the 
procedure, underlining that the functioning 
of the HRC will be discussed in Geneva, 
whilst the question of its upgrading will be 
debataed in New York in the UN General 
Assembly. 
 
Members were also favourable to Ms. 
Pillay's suggestion that the DROI chair 
address the HRC at one of the 
forthcoming sessions. 
 

 
UN Human Rights Council 

 
On 9 November Belgian Ambassador Van 
Meeuwen, President of the UN Human 
Rights Council came before DROI, 
together with Mr Eric Tistounet, Chief of 
HRC Branch, Office of the UNHCHR and 
David Nichols from Amnesty International.  
They agreed that the HRC was still a work 
in progress and is, and will remain, a 
politicised body, the challenge being to 
make sure that HRC Members don't forget 
that they have a precise mandate to fulfill.  
The European Parliament was 
encouraged to remind UN members of 
their commitments undertaken in the 

Universal Periodic Review process.  The 
EU was also encouraged to adopt a 
pragmatic approach making full use of the 
range of working methods offered by the 
HRC. 
 
 

UN General Assembly 
15-18 November 

New York 
 
Vice-chair Laima Liucija Andrikienė (EPP, 
LT) and Richard Howitt (S&D, GB) 
represented the Subcommittee in the 
AFET delegation visit to the UN General 
Assembly in New York (15-18 
November). The programme of the 
delegation was conceived around the 
three pillars of the UN: security, 
development and justice.  It included many 
subjects relating to human rights. 
Members welcomed the new UN gender 
equality architecture, which is expected to 
fill the protection gaps existing in the 
current system. On the Middle-East, they 
expressed the view that the EU's 
ambitions should go beyond a common 
position in the UN stances and focus on 
solving the problems on the ground. In 
relation to the entry into force of the Treaty 
of Lisbon and EU's external 
representation, it is essential that EU 
delegations to multilateral fora, in 
particular New York and Geneva, be 
adequately equipped and reflect the EU's 
commitment to fostering human rights, 
particularly in terms of staff. Finally, 
Members also took note of the initiation of 
the debate on the review of the Human 
Rights Council, which possible upgrading 
will be decided in New York in 2011.  
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Belarus 
 

 
 
On 17 November, Ms. Hautala and 
members from DROI met with a group of 
opposition personalities from Belarus, 
including Mr Milinkievich, Sakharov Prize 
Laureate 2006.  

 
 

European Instrument for Democracy 
and Human Rights  

(EIDHR) 
 
On 15 October the subcommittee had a 
fruitful discussion on the EU financial 
support to Democracy and Human Rights 
in view of the new strategy paper 2011-
2013 for the EIDHR, which the European 
Parliament should receive in December. 
With this in mind, political groups were 
asked to designate members for the re-
establishment of the Working Group on 
the EIDHR. 
 
At the same time, the European 
Commission has also proposed to amend 
the regulation for EIDHR. The draft report 
by co-rapporteurs Kinga Gál and Barbara 
Lochbihler was considered in the AFET 
meetings of 10 November and 3 
December.  

 
 

Council of Europe 
 

On 22 October in Strasbourg DROI and 
LIBE members, including its Chair, Mr 
Juan Fernando López Aguilar, held an 
exchange of views with Mr Thomas 
Hammarberg, Council of Europe 
Commissioner for Human Rights. 
 
Mr Hammarberg informed members of his 
work, focusing on the promotion of human 
rights and dialogue with governments and 
civil society.  Members then raised such 
issues as Russia, East Neighbourhood 
countries and the Western Balkans. Mr 
Hammarberg highlighted the effort of the 
new President of Ingushetia to combat 
human rights abuses.  The Commissioner 
also appreciated President Medvedev's 
steps to commence dialogue with NGOs.  
 
Mr Lopez Aguilar emphasised the need for 
the EU and the Council of Europe to work 
more closely together, particularly with the 
Lisbon Treaty coming into force.   
 
To celebrate the possible/forthcoming EU 
accession to the ECHR, Ms Hautala 
suggested DROI and the CoE organise 
jointly a major event in Strasbourg, to 
which UN representatives could be invited.  
Ms. Hautala also proposed to organise 
biannual DROI meetings with 
Commissioner Hammarberg. 
 
Ms. Hautala and Mr López Aguilar met 
with the 27 EU Ambassadors to the 
Council of Europe in Strasbourg on 23 
November. 
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Western Balkans 
 
On 9 November 
DROI held a public 
hearing on the 
Western Balkans.  
The discussion was 
opened by DROI 
MEP Eduard Kukan 
(EPP, SK) and a 
number of experts 
participated in the 
ensuing debate.  
The lack of 

international attention concerning the 
internally displaced people was 
highlighted, and Mr Mirel, from the 
Commission specifically mentioned how 
slow Croatia has been in dealing with 
IDPs. With regard to the enormous human 
rights violations of the 1990s, it was 
pointed out that no country in the region 
had established a truth commission and 
NGOs were campaigning for a regional 
truth commission as an alternative. 
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Mr. Nenad Sebek, the Centre for 
Democracy and Reconciliation in South-
East Europe's executive Director, was 
invited as a guest speaker at this 
occasion, and he gave a comprehensive 
presentation about the state of 
reconciliation in Southeast Europe, as well 
as of the challenges still faced by the 
Western Balkans in this reconciliatory 
process.  
 

Swedish/ Spanish Presidency 
Programme on Human Rights 

 
DROI has received the Swedish COHOM 
chair, Ms Elinor Hammarskjöld, on several 
occasions. On 30 November, she had the 
opportunity to report back on a very busy, 
but fruitful semester of the Swedish 

Presidency.  The Presidency was praised 
for its work in relation to human rights 
defenders and for the adoption of Council 
conclusions on support for democracy.  
The Council was however criticised for its 
decision concerning the review of the 
restrictive measures on Uzbekistan.   
 
In October Mr Raimon Obiols (S&D, ES), 
representing the subcommittee in the 
AFET delegation visit to Madrid, 
established contacts with the forthcoming 
Spanish presidency of the COHOM. 
 
On 14 January, the Spanish Presidency 
will present their programme on human 
rights. Apart from the ongoing work in the 
human rights field at both EU and 
international level, the accession to the 
European Convention on Human Rights 
and the setting up of the External Action 
Service, as a result of the Lisbon Treaty is 
of particular interest. Spain has also 
announced they will focus on equality and 
combating of gender based violence. With 
the upcoming EU-Latin America Summit in 
May, as well as the possible conclusion of 
several agreements with different regions 
and countries, this continent will certainly 
be given special attention in the months to 
come.  
 

Turkey 
 

 
On 1 December 
DROI held a public 
hearing on Human 
Rights in Turkey. By 
way of introduction 
to the hearing, 
Hélène Flautre, 
Chair of the EP 
delegation to the 
EU-Turkey JPC, 
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and Ria Oomen-Ruijten, EP rapporteur for 
Turkey, both spoke of the necessity to 
support national consensus in Turkey and 
raised a number of issues, amongst them 
trade union rights, freedom of expression 
and the situation of migrants in Turkey. 
 
Invited guests included Mr Erol Önderoglu, 
journalist at bianet.org, and Mr Andrew 
Gardner, Turkey researcher for Amnesty 
International. Mr Önderoglu talked about 
legal provisions restricting the right to 
freedom of expression.  He also raised two 
major concerns: judicial practice and 
impunity of the security forces. 
 
Turkish Ambassador Mr Selim Kuneralp 
introduced the various constitutional and 
legislative reforms undertaken in Turkey in 
recent years.  He mentioned new 
legislation on honour killings and religious 
minorities, and stressed the existence of a 
better dialogue since the adoption of the 
new law on foundations. 
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estern European and American clients. 

 
Jean-Christophe Filori from the European 
Commission highlighted recent positive 
developments in Turkey, including the 
lifting of all linguistic restrictions in the 
media. 
 
 

China 
 

Legal Seminar on "access of Justice 
and Human Rights and the global 

economic crisis", Beijing,  
18-19 November 2009 

 
This was organised by the Irish Centre for 
Human Rights and the Chinese academy 
of Social Sciences and supported by the 
European Commission. 
The seminar focussed on access to justice 
and human rights in the context of global 

economic and financial crisis.  Both sides 
agreed that the financial crisis is a 
challenge for both parties, but they could 
not reach a consensus on labour rights 
and the right to strike.  Chinese experts 
did not perceive the right to strike as a 
human right as indeed defined in the 
Charter for Fundamental Rights as 
incorporated into EU law via the Lisbon 
Treaty. 
 

DROI public hearing on 
human rights in China 

30 November 2009 
 

 
The hearing began 
with Swedish 
Ambassador Jan 
Nordlander 
presenting the 
outcome of the EU-
China summit and 
human rights 
dialogue.  He 
confirmed that the 
case of Hu Jia, 
Sakharov prize 
laureate 2008, had been raised in the 
dialogue but pointed out that no new 
information had been provided on this and 
other cases.  Mr Gao Wenqian, senior 
advisor of Human Rights in China, referred 
to the increasing repression and 
welcomed the European Parliament's 
urgent resolution on China adopted on 26 
November 2009 and underlined the need 
for a coherent and strong EU message.  
Mr David Kilgour, international lawyer, 
presented his report on Falung Gong 
prisoners, with evidence of organ 
harvesting and trade in human organs to
W
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r and 
tressed that human rights progress came 
rough perseverance and patience. 
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ROI members are participating in the 

hton - External 
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ights and Citizenship, 12 January 2010, 

s - Development, 11 
January 2010, 16h30-19h30, Meeting 
Room JAN 2Q2 
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onday, 22 February, 15h00-18h30 
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Hig he 
first quater of 2010 

tions of the ratification of 

 DROI delegation visit to the HRC 
in Geneva (14-16 March 2010) 

 
 

 

I meetings are webstreamed.  

uropa.eu/wps-europarl-

Katrin Kinzelbach, legal expert from the 
Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for Human 
rights in Vienna presented a critical 
assessment of the legal seminars with EU 
and Chinese academics and the 
Commission is currently reviewing the 
legal seminars (paid for via EIDHR).  
Professor William Schabas, Director of the 
Irish Centre for Human Rights presented 
the results of the recent legal semina
s
th
 
 
 

 
Forthcoming events 

 
The hearings of the commissioners of 
the new European Commission (Barr
II
Parliament from 11-16 January 2010. 
 
D
hearings of three Commissioners : 
 
Baroness Catherine As
R
Meeting Room JAN 2Q2 
 
Viviane Reading - Justice, Fundamen
R
13h00-16h00, Meeting Room JAN 4Q2 
 
Andris Pielbag

 

Next DROI Meetings in 2010 
 
Thursday, 14 January, 09h00-12h30 
Monday, 25 January, 15h00-18h30 

Tuesday, 26 January, 09h00-12h3
M
T

hlights coming up in DROI in t

(provisional, subject to change) 
 

 Implica
the Lisbon Treaty in relation to 
DROI 

 Human rights in Syria, in Cuba, in 
Afghanistan 

 Own-initiative report on human 
rights defenders 

Multimedia 
 
Most DRO
Watch live via the following links : 
EP Live: 
http://www.europarl.e
internet/frd/live/live-video?language=en 

uroparl TV - Live: 
ttp://www.europarltv.europa.eu/

E
h  
 

 

ttp://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/commit

 
Studies 

h
tees/studies.do?language=EN 
 
 
 


