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The Subcommittee in the 7th
Parliamentary Term

DROI Bureau

At the DROI constituent meeting of 20 July 
2009, Heidi Hautala (GREENS/EFA/FI) 
was elected as chair of the Subcommittee 
on Human Rights. Andrzej Grzyb 
(EPP/PO) was elected as 1st Vice-Chair; 
Laima Liucija Andrikienė (EPP/LT) as 2nd 
Vice-Chair and Metin Kazak (ALDE/BG) 
as 3rd Vice-Chair.

At its meeting of 30 September, the 
Subcommittee elected Janusz Władysław 
Zemke (S&D, PL) as 4th Vice-Chair

DROI Enlarged Bureau

In the DROI Enlarged Bureau they are 
joined by the Group coordinators:

László Tőkés (EPP/RO), Inese Vaidere, 
(EPP/LV); Richard Howitt (S&D/EN); 
Leonidas Donskis (ALDE/LT); Barbara 
Lochbihler (Greens/EFA/DE); Charles 
Tannock (ECR/EN); Willy Meyer 
(GUE/NGL/ES) and Nicole Sinclaire 
(EFD/EN).

Award ceremony in the European Inter-
University Centre

Addressing the degree award ceremony at 
the European Inter-University Centre in 
Venice for the Study of Human Rights on 
27 September Ms. Hautala said:

"From my already innumerable meetings 
with key actors including representatives 
of NGOs I have gathered that in terms of 
influencing the European Union’s policies 
on human rights, the EP is certainly the 
key institution. 

Parliamentarians of course have contacts 
of all kinds with other parliamentarians as 
well as with diplomats and the media. We 
can when necessary be diplomatic, but 
one of the great advantages of what is 
described as parliamentary diplomacy it is 
the opportunity it provides us to speak 
bluntly and openly. O u r  votes on 
resolutions concerning human rights take 
place in public. And the very fact that our 
Parliament contains a wide range of 
opinions strengthens the impact that it can 
have when its majority speaks out clearly."

Burma/Myanmar
Aung San Suu Kyi 

One of Ms. Hautala's first actions as Chair 
of the Subcommittee was to issue on 12 
August a press statement condemning the 
decision to extend the house arrest of 
Aung San Suu Kyi.  Ms. Hautala called the 
decision "cruel and unjustified" and stated 
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that "as the winner of the 1990 Sakharov 
Prize, Aung San Suu Kyi knows that she 
can count on our complete support".

The Subcommittee returned to this issue 
at its meeting of 10 September when it 
held an exchange of views with Harn 
Yawnghwe, Executive Director of the 
Euro-Burma Office, on EU policy towards 
Burma following the renewed detention of 
Aung San Suu Kyi.  A representative of 
FIDH also took the floor and the 
discussion concerned the best way out of 
the current situation, in which the military 
regime is totally dominant and is planning 
to organise elections in 2010.

The continuing imprisonment of Aung San 
Suu Kyi is clearly timed in order to avoid 
her having any influence in the election 
process. FIDH and many other NGOs 
consider that the 2010 elections are just a 
trap and that the isolation of the regime 
should continue and efforts should be 
made to collect evidence justifying the 
prosecution of the Burmese military in 
front of the ICC. 

Swedish Presidency

At the DROI meeting of 31 August, Elinor 
Hammarskjöld, the Chair of COHOM,
introduced the Swedish Presidency 
Programme emphasizing a real 
willingness to cooperate with Parliament to 
raise the visibility of the EU profile in the 
area of human rights.

The Presidency strongly defended the 
system of human rights dialogues which 
has grown enormously over recent years 
emphasizing that the process of preparing 
for, fixing the agendas of and following up 
on dialogues was extremely valuable.

The Director of the Commission, Ms 
Arnault and Ms Kionka, the SG/HR's 
Personal Representative for Human 
Rights, took part in the discussion and it 
was clear that the meetings which the new 
DROI Chair held with each of the three 
institutional representatives had proven 
very fruitful in establishing a new and 
potentially constructive working 
relationship.

China

Following up the July plenary debate, 
DROI invited Ms. Rebiya Kadeer, the 
President of the World Uyghur Congress.  
Her cause had received global attention in 
July during the riots in Xinjiang.  Ms. 
Kadeer gave her view of the situation 
emphasising the brutality of Chinese 
repression and her readiness to discuss 
autonomy within China for what she 
referred regularly to as East Turkestan.

Ms Hautala made it clear at the meeting 
and at subsequent Press Conference that 
inviting Ms Kadeer to the EP was part of 
the ongoing interest in human rights in 
China and not an automatic endorsement 
of any particular view.

Iran

Also following up the Plenary debate of 
July, DROI heard on 1 October, by 
telephone from Teheran, the testimony of 
a former prisoner and novelist Nasser 
Zarafshan who referred to the growing 
popular movement against the current 
regime and emphasized that change can 
only come through a grass-roots 
movement. He called for international 
pressure for the release of prisoners 
adding that torture and rape are now so 
widespread that they are not even hidden 
by the regime. 
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Afghanistan

Two speakers came from Kabul especially 
for the meeting of 10 September: Mr 
Ahmad Zia Langari, Commissioner, 
Afghanistan Independent Human Rights 
Commission and Mrs Rachel Reid from 
Human Rights Watch. Mr Zia Langari 
recognised the many HR problems in his 
country but considered there have been 
big improvements since 2002. Civil society 
organisations can now function and, in 
spite of all difficulties, a large number of 
women did participate in the elections.

The representative of Human Rights 
Watch pointed out that election day was 
one of the m o s t  violent days in 
Afghanistan recently. She considered the 
initial statement by EU EOM was so 
positive about the elections that it failed to 
reflect reality and indeed undermined the 
credibility of the EU, and she expressed 
the hope that the final EU EOM report will 
be more balanced. Human Rights Watch 
was concerned also of the possible effect 
on human rights of the suggested dialogue 
with the Taliban. In the framework of AFET 
and DEVE Parliament continues to follow 
the situation.

Sakharov prize

The ten nominations for 
the 2009 Sakharov 
Prize, which the 
European Parliament 
awards each year to 
democracy and human 
rights campaigners, 
were officially 
presented at a joint 

AFET/DEVE/DROI 
meeting on 30 September. This year's 
award coincides with the 20th 
commemoration of Andrei Sakharov's 
death. The nominations are : Dr Izzeldin 

Abuelaish, (Palestine);  Foundation 
Vicente Ferrer, (India); Dawit Isaak, 
(Eritrea);  Mariam Lamizana, (Burkina 
Faso);  Lyudmila Alexeyeva, Oleg Orlov 
and Sergei Kovalev on behalf of Memorial 
and all other human rights defenders in 
Russia, (Russia); Memorial, (Russia); Dr 
Denis Mukwege, (DRC);  Father Thaddeus 
Nguyen Van Ly, (Vietnam);  Shadi Sadr on 
behalf of Neda and Iranian citizens striving 
for respect for human rights, (Iran) and 
Roberto Saviano, (Italy).

On 6 October at a joint meeting held in 
camera AFET/DEVE voted by secret ballot 
the following shortlist of three finalists (in 
alphabetical order : 

Dr Izzeldin 
Abuelaish -
Palestinian 
gynaecologist, 
resident of Jabalia, 
the biggest 
refugee camp in 
the Gaza Strip. 
Despite losing his 
three daughters in 
an attack in January 2009, Doctor Izzeldin
Abuelaish "continues to fight for peace 
between the Israeli and Palestinian people 
and tirelessly strives to build bridges 
between the two war-torn and weary 
communities"

Dawit Isaak - This 
Swedish journalist, 
writer and playwright 
of Eritrean origin has 
been a political 
prisoner in Eritrea 
since 2001. In a 

parliamentary 
resolution, the 
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European Parliament expressed its "deep 
concern at the continuing imprisonment of 
Dawit Isaak, held in jail since his arrest in 
September 2001, without having been 
tried by a court of law" and demanded his 
immediate release.

Lyudmila Alexeyeva, Oleg Orlov and 
Sergei Kovalev on behalf of MEMORIAL 
and all other human rights defenders in 
Russia - The Memorial organisation, 
whose first leader was Andrei Sakharov, 
seeks to promote fundamental rights in 
post-Soviet states. The nomination argues 
that "Memorial promotes the truth about 
the political repression of the Soviet Union 
and fights against current human rights 
abuses in post-Soviet states to ensure 
their democratic future."

Next steps

22 Oct 2009 - Decision of the Conference 
of Presidents (EP political group leaders) 
on the winner

14 Dec 2009 - Joint meeting of the
Foreign Affairs and Development 
Committees and the Subcommittee on 
Human Rights with the laureate.  This date 
will coincide with the 20th anniversary of 
the death of Dr. Andrei Sakharov.

16 Dec 2009 - Official award ceremony at 
plenary sitting in Strasbourg

Russia

Focusing on the 
situation of human rights 
defenders especially in 
North Caucasus, DROI 
held a hearing on 30 
September with a 
number of prestigious 
speakers - Sergiei 

Kovalev, founder of Memorial and, via 
skype, Stanislav Dmitryevski, author of an 
important study on political assassinations 
in Chechnya.  The debate provided the 
opportunity to insist, with the Commission 
and the Presidency, on a number of issues 
to be raised at the forthcoming EU-Russia 
human rights consultations and the EU-
Russia Summit in November.  Although he 
had been invited, the Russian 
Ambassador did not take part in the 
hearing.

Sri Lanka

On 1 October DROI members were 
brought up-to-date with the current human 
rights situation in Sri Lanka.  The 
speakers, Andrew Stroehlein from the 
International Crisis Group, Sunanda 
Deshapriya, a Sri Lankan journalist living 
in exile and Antoine Gérard, Head of UN 
OCHA, gave critical interventions 
concerning the 289,000 displaced ethnic 
Tamil kept in IDP camps without medical 
facilities, clean water and sanitation. The 
Commission criticised the SL Government 
and informed DROI of an investigation 
started a year ago on the implementation 
of UN HR conventions as a precondition to 
continue granting a preferential trade 
system.  The report on this matter will be 
made available to members late r  this 
month.
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The Sri Lankan Ambassador maintained 
that the Sri Lankan Government was the 
only true defender of the rights of the 
displaced Tamils.  

Appointment of Committee and 
Delegation Monitors

DROI decided to designate coordinators to 
represent the Subcommittee in AFET 
working groups: Barbara Lochbihler 
(GREENS/EFA, DE) for the EU-UN 
Working Group and Eduard Kukan (EPP, 
SK) on Western Balkans.

It was also decided to re-establish the 
working group on ensuring democratic 
scrutiny of the implementation of the 
EIDHR.

Forthcoming events

Delegation visits

The Subcommittee designated Raimon 
Obiols (S&D, ES) to accompany the AFET 
delegation to Madrid (26-27 October) for a 
customary visit to the upcoming 
Presidency and vice-chair Laima Liucija 
Andrikienė (EPP, LT) and Richard Howitt 
(S&D, GB) to represent the Subcommittee 
in the AFET delegation visit to the UN 
General Assembly in New York (15-18 
November).  A DROI member will 
represent the Subcommittee at the
Council of Europe conference on new 
partnerships for torture prevention in 
Europe, to be held in Strasbourg on 6 
November.

Next DROI Meetings

15 October, 11h00 - 13h00, PHS 1A002
Points on the agenda include an exchange 
of views with the President of the UN 

Human Rights Council, H.E. Mr Alex Van 
Meeuwen (Belgium) and a discussion on 
EU support to democracy and human 
rights, in view of the new EIDHR strategy 
paper 2001-2013.

22 October, 09h00 - 10h30, LOW S.2.1
DROI will hold an extraordinary meeting in 
Strasbourg with Mr Thomas Hammerberg, 
Commissioner for Human Rights of the 
Council of Europe.

Most DROI meetings are webstreamed.
Watch live via the following links :
EP Live:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-
europarl-internet/frd/live/live-
video?language=en
Europarl TV - Live:
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/

Studies
DROI has commissioned several studies 
and briefing papers in the course of the 
year. The latest publications are:

Human Rights Mainstreaming in EU's 
External Relations (September 2009)

An Update on the Implementation of the 
EU Guidelines on Torture and other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment (September 2009)

Indigenous Peoples and Climate Change 
(May 2009)

Nonviolent Civic Action in Support of 
Human Rights and Democracy (May 2009)

Link to the studies:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/co
mmittees/studies.do?language=EN
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