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AUSTRIA (Nationalrat & Bundesrat) 

 

 

The so called Istanbul Convention of the COE was discussed in both Chambers and recently 

ratified. 

 

Austria ratifies the Istanbul Convention. Only another 3 ratifications and the Istanbul 

Convention will enter into force! 

 

[14/11/2013] Today, Austria became the seventh member state of the Council of Europe to 

ratify the Istanbul Convention. The Minister for Foreign Affairs of Austria, Mr Michael 

Spindelegger, signed the Convention in the presence of the Secretary General of the Council 

of Europe, during the presentation of priorities of his country’s chairmanship of the Council 

of Europe Committee of Ministers for the coming six months. 

 

  

http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/standardsetting/convention-violence/default_en.asp
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CROATIA (Hrvatski Sabor) 

 

- Many activities have been taken in the field of combating domestic violence and other 

forms of violence against women. 

 

- The Republic of Croatia became a member of the Council of Europe on 06 November 

1996 and the 26
th

 state to sign the Council’s Convention on preventing and combating 

violence against women and domestic violence on 22
 
January 2013. 

 

- Republic of Croatia is a party or signatory to a number of relevant international 

agreements on the protection of women against violence: 

o Council of Europe Convention for Protection of Human Rights and 

Fundamental Freedoms and Protocols 1, 4, 6, 7, 11, 12, 13 and 14, 

o UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 

Women and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All 

Forms of Discrimination against Women,  

o Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human 

Beings 

o UN Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage and 

Registration of Marriage, 

o European Convention on the Compensation of Victims of Violent Crimes, 

o Council of Europe Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and 

Dignity of the Human Being with regard to the Application of Biology and 

Medicine, 

o UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons 

Especially Women and Children, 

 

NATIONAL LEGISLATION: 

- Gender Equality Act 

- Criminal Procedure Act 

- Criminal Code 

- Family Law  

- Act on Protection against Domestic Violence 

- Anti-discrimination Act 

- National Strategy for Protection against Domestic Violence  

- Free Legal Aid Act 

- Witness Protection Act  

- Law on Compensation for Victims of Crime 

- Law on Police Duties and Powers 

- National Policy for Gender Equality  

- National Plan for Combating Trafficking in Human Beings  

- Protocol for Action in Cases of Domestic Violence 

- Protocol for Action in Cases of Sexual Violence 

- National Programme for the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights  
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GENDER EQUALITY COMMITTEE OF THE CROATIAN PARLIAMENT 

Activities during 2012 and 2013 

 

Thematic meetings: 

- The Committee for Gender Equality of the Croatian Parliament (in cooperation with 

the NGO Autonomous Women's House Zagreb) held  on 27 September 2012 a 

thematic meeting at which was The report on women's human rights presented - 

Implementation of Croatian legislation dealing with partner violence 

- On the occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against 

Women 25
th

 November the Gender Equality Committee (in cooperation with the 

NGOs Women's Network of Croatian and European women's lobby) held on 25 

November 2013 a thematic meeting on the importance of ratification of the Council of 

Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence Against Women and 

Domestic Violence, with the key message of the campaign Act against rape - use the 

Istanbul Convention  

 

Regular sessions: 

- Reports on the work of the Ombudsman for Gender Equality during 2011 and 2012.  

- Reports on the work of the Ombudsman for Persons with Disabilities during 2011 and 

2012.  

- Reports on discrimination 2011 and 2012.  

- Report on the realization of the right to free legal aid during 2011. 

 

Other activities: 

- Meeting of the Committee on the issue of women-victims of sexual violence during 

the war period (on 28 June 2012). 

- Meeting of the Committee with the Rashida Manjoo, the United Nations special 

rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences (on 8 November 

2012). 

- the Gender Equality Committee joined the global campaign One Billion Rising to end 

violence against women (named after the number of abused women in the world) (on 

14 February 2013) 
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CYPRUS (House of Representatives) 

 

The House of Representatives of the Republic of Cyprus marked the 14
th

 anniversary of 

the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against women on 25 November 

2013. 

 

Upon the initiative of Mrs. Athina Kyriakidou, MP, the Standing Committee on Human 

Rights and Equal Opportunities between Men and Women of the House of Representatives 

convened an extraordinary meeting to mark the anniversary of the International Day for the 

Elimination of Violence against women and to stress the need to sign and ratify the Istanbul 

Convention on preventing and combating violence against women. All interested parties, 

primarily the Minister of Justice and Public Order, as well as other representatives of relevant 

Ministries and government authorities, the Office of the Ombudsman, NGOs involved and 

press representatives, were invited to attend this special meeting to take stock of actions 

already underway and the roadmap ahead, so that Cyprus be in a position to sign this 

Convention and honour its obligations emanating from its ratification and effective 

implementation. 

 

In her presentation before the Committee, Mrs. Athina Kyriakidou, also in her capacity as 

member of the PACE Committee on Equality and Non-Discrimination and Contact 

Parliamentarian of Cyprus for the Parliamentary Network “ Women Free from Violence” of 

the Council of Europe, explained and analyzed the principal objectives of the Convention. 

She stressed that there is a pressing need to adopt this landmark Convention, which addresses 

all forms of violence against women through specific measures, aimed at the protection of 

victims, but also through measures for the prosecution of perpetrators and the prevention of 

this appalling phenomenon that constitutes a fundamental human rights violation. Mrs. 

Kyriakidou recalled that the Istanbul Convention is the most comprehensive international, 

legally binding, instrument for the prevention of violence against women. Mrs. Kyriakidou 

also called for continued and concerted efforts to combat all forms of inequalities between 

women and men, as the root cause of violence against women.  

 

The Minister of Justice and Public Order, Mr. Ionas Nicolaou, stated from the outset that the 

elimination of violence against women constitutes a priority for the Cyprus Government. He 

also reaffirmed the Government’s intention to strengthen the national legal and policy 

framework as regards violence against women, with a view to signing and ratifying the 

Istanbul Convention in the near future. Mr. Nicolaou mentioned that a Ministerial Committee 

has been recently set up and equipped with the requisite technical expertise to examine the 

Convention in detail and recommend a relevant and budgeted Action Plan to the Government 

so that Cyprus be fully prepared to adopt the said Convention the soonest possible. Mr. 

Nicolaou also commended certain initiatives undertaken by civil society organisations that 

have effectively managed to raise awareness among relevant stakeholders and policy makers. 

Although the legal framework is already in place, he mentioned, the Ministry is currently 

reviewing legislation that will effectively criminalize all forms of violence against women 

and prosecute perpetrators who have committed such offences against women with 

permanent residence in Cyprus, even though these offences may have been committed 

abroad. Moreover, the Minister mentioned that the pivotal role of the Police Authority in the 

handling of such cases was also being fine-tuned.  

 

NGOs and women’s organizations present at this extraordinary meeting expressed their 

unwavering support to the efforts undertaken both by the House of Representatives and the 
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Government, so that Cyprus may seize the momentum and proceed to the signature and 

ratification of the Istanbul Convention.  

 
________________________________________ 

 

The Violence in the Family (Prevention and Protection of Victims) Laws 2000 and 2004 
are available at 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/webnp/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/ICMs/2014/IWD%20F

EMM%2005.03.2014/Cyprus.pdf 

 

  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/webnp/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/ICMs/2014/IWD%20FEMM%2005.03.2014/Cyprus.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/webnp/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/ICMs/2014/IWD%20FEMM%2005.03.2014/Cyprus.pdf
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FRANCE (Assemblée nationale) 

The FR Assemblée nationale is concerned about preventing violence against women. Since 

1999, both chambers have formed a parliamentary delegation on woman rights and chance 

equality between men and women. Each delegation is composed of 36 members representing 

all political groups. Their mission is to inform the Parliament about public policies in this 

field and also to follow on and scrutinize the right application of the legislation. Consult their 

last reports. 

 

It'll be examining very soon a draft bill pertaining to equality between women and men : 

http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/14/dossiers/egalite_femmes_hommes.asp (procedure file). 

Part III's dedicated to woman protection against violence and violations to their dignity. 

 

Earlier this year, on 11 May 2013, France signed a convention adopted by the Council of 

Europe on preventing and combating violence against woman and domestic violence.  On 15 

May 2013 a draft bill authorizing the ratification was sent to the FR Assemblée nationale and 

to his Committee for Foreign Affairs: http://www.assemblee-

nationale.fr/14/dossiers/ratification_prevention_lutte_violences_femmes.asp (procedure file) 

(The convention will enter in force after 10 States ratified the text.) 

 

Last year, on 18 July 2012, a report on sexual harassment by Pascale Crozon, member of the 

committee on legal affairs, had been published when the corresponding draft bill was under 

debate at the FR Assemblée nationale: http://www.assemblee-

nationale.fr/14/dossiers/harcelement_sexuel.asp  

 

It has since become law. (On the same subject, see http://www.assemblee-

nationale.fr/14/pdf/rap-info/i0089.pdf : rapport relatif au harcèlement sexuel (Ségolène 

Neuville, au nom de la délégation aux droits des femmes et à l'égalité des chances entre les 

hommes et les femmes). 

 

  

http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/14/documents/index-femmes.asp
http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/14/pdf/projets/pl1380.pdf
http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/14/dossiers/egalite_femmes_hommes.asp
http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/14/pdf/projets/pl1026.pdf
http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/14/dossiers/ratification_prevention_lutte_violences_femmes.asp
http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/14/dossiers/ratification_prevention_lutte_violences_femmes.asp
http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/14/pdf/rapports/r0086.pdf
http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/14/dossiers/harcelement_sexuel.asp
http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/14/dossiers/harcelement_sexuel.asp
http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/14/pdf/rap-info/i0089.pdf
http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/14/pdf/rap-info/i0089.pdf
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FRANCE (Sénat) 

 

 

Rapport d'information de Mme Brigitte GONTHIER-MAURIN, fait au nom de la 

délégation aux droits des femmes  

n° 212 (2013-2014) - 10 décembre 2013 

 

La délégation aux droits des femmes a souhaité se saisir de la question particulièrement grave 

des violences sexuelles dont les femmes sont victimes dans les territoires en guerre : viols, 

grossesses forcées, mutilations, esclavage sexuel... 

  

Au cours de cinq rencontres et tables rondes avec des acteurs de terrain issus de la société 

civile - ONG et associations -, des historiens, des chercheurs, des représentants du ministère 

de la défense ainsi qu'avec Mme Yamina Benguigui, ministre déléguée à la Francophonie, la 

délégation a entendu des témoignages parfois insoutenables des atrocités subies par les 

victimes de ces violences. 

  

La délégation a commencé ses travaux sur ce sujet le 21 novembre 2013, à une date proche 

du 25 novembre, Journée internationale pour l'élimination de la violence à l'égard des 

femmes. 

  

Elle a souhaité que ce rapport soit rendu public pour le vingtième anniversaire de la 

Déclaration de l'ONU sur l'élimination de la violence à l'égard des femmes du 20 décembre 

1993, qui constate la particulière vulnérabilité des femmes dans les zones de conflit armé. 

  

Bien que les violences sexuelles subies par les femmes dans ces territoires aient fait l'objet 

depuis plusieurs années d'une prise de conscience croissante par la communauté 

internationale et bien qu'elles soient aujourd'hui condamnées sans réserve, elles n'en 

continuent pas moins à faire des ravages ; l'impunité des bourreaux semble la règle.  

 

Malgré ce constat, la délégation estime que les violences sexuelles faites aux femmes lors des 

conflits armés ne sont pas une fatalité et que chacun doit se mobiliser pour que le viol et les 

violences sexuelles cessent d'être des armes de guerre. 

 

For more information, see http://www.senat.fr/notice-rapport/2013/r13-212-notice.html 

 

  

http://www.senat.fr/notice-rapport/2013/r13-212-notice.html
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LUXEMBOURG (Chambre des députés) 

 

Statistical evidence of violence against women in Luxembourg 

 

Official figures produced by the Service d’assistance aux victimes de la violence domestique 

(SAVVD) show that domestic violence mostly hints to violence against women. In 2012, 

91,88% of the perpetrators were men. 87,96% of the victims were women (314). The number 

of expulsions of perpetrators of domestic violence has been exceeded 300 persons for three 

consecutive years now (357 in 2012 - 7,85% more than in 2011 for instance). In 2012, the 

police had to intervene 801 times and judges have pronounced 32 sentences regarding to 

domestic violence. Seven victims joined a women’s shelter. In 2012, 78,43% of the 

perpetrators of domestic violence had an EU Member State nationality (34,45% of 

Portuguese nationality, 30,54 of Luxembourgish nationality). There were no murders related 

to domestic violence in recent years. Yet, in 2012, 14 attempted murders have been reported 

as well as 53 threats of murder.   

 

Legal and institutional situation 

 

In Luxembourg, violence against women falls under a recent domestic violence law (Loi du 8 

septembre 2003 sur la violence domestique, which has been modified on 30 July 2013). This 

law provides for an expulsion of the perpetrators of domestic violence for, at first, a 

maximum 10 days (14 days since 2013) even without a specific demand by the victim and up 

to three months through a judicial restraining order upon specific request by the victim. Such 

a restraining order can be made permanent if needed.  

 

Before 2003, violence against women was also, and still is, indirectly covered in the Criminal 

Code under articles applicable to domestic violence offenses.
1
  

 

The 2003 law has been revised in 2013
2
 in order to strengthen, among else, the rights of 

victims and the protection of children. The expulsion period has been extended to 14 days. A 

stronger responsabilization of the perpetrators of domestic violence is also provided for and 

they now have to cooperate with a specialised service. In order to guarantee higher human 

rights standards and to align with EU rules, the authors of domestic violence now also have a 

right of appeal.  

 

Assistance to the victims and prevention measures are provided for by the existing law. A 

special service which directly contacts the victims has been set up in 2003 (Service 

d’assistance aux victimes de la violence domestique, SAVVD), while the law also provides 

                                                           
1
 Crimes against Persons, Beating and Injury to Persons without Disability, Beating and Injury to Persons with 

Disability, Threats, Insults, Deprivation of Liberty, Rebellion, Homicide including Attempted Homicide, Public 

Insult, Official Insult, Other Crimes against Person, Violation of Protective Order, Crime against Property. 
2
 Loi du 30 juillet 2013 portant modification 1. de la loi du 8 septembre 2003 sur la violence domestique; 2. de la 

loi modifiée du 31 mai 1999 sur la Police et l'Inspection générale de la Police; 3. du Code pénal; 4. du Nouveau 
Code de procédure civile.   
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for a specialised inter-professional consultation committee, also created in 2003, which is 

responsible for the supervision of its implementation, centralising and analysing statistical 

data as wells as proposals for prevention to the Government (Comité de coopération entre les 

professionnels dans le domaine de la lutte contre la violence, composed by representatives 

from the Ministry of Equal Opportunities, the Ministry of Justice; the Ministry of Interior, the 

Police, the Judiciary and NGOs supporting victims of domestic violence).  

 

This committee can propose to the Government any initiative necessary to improve the 

implementation of the law. Every year, it submits to the Government a written report 

containing all relevant statistics and their analysis as well as proposal or analysis on key 

issues. The reports are available online. In 2013, the committee has ordered a scientific study 

on the root causes of domestic violence which is going to be produced by a public health 

research centre (Centre de recherche public Santé - CRP Santé).  

 

In 2012, this Comité de coopération pleaded for an intensification of prevention measures, 

especially with regard to education measures and raising awareness of young people through 

a stronger involvement of schools and teachers.  

 

In the framework of the implementation of the domestic violence law, police forces now also 

receive specific training on how to deal with domestic violence matters.  

 

The domestic violence law has helped to raise awareness that this issue also exists in 

Luxembourg and there have been regular prevention campaigns since the law has entered into 

force. For instance, an interactive theatre play has been set up for a target population by the 

Ministry of Equal Opportunities in autumn 2013 in order to raise the level of awareness.  

 

There are moreover 16 women’s counseling centers available in Luxembourg, one of which 

is specifically dedicated to sex workers. All of the centers provide counseling, information 

and advice, court accompaniment, outreach and resettlement support. Most of the centers 

provide independent domestic violence advice and specialist child support. Some also offer 

intervention safety support and legal advice. There are no specific women’s centers for 

survivors of sexual violence in Luxembourg. There is one national women’s helpline run by 

an independent women’s NGO. There are nine women’s shelters in Luxembourg.  

 

A website « violence.lu » provides exhaustive information on what to do, who to contact and 

legal information about domestic violence.  

 

European and international aspects 

 

With regard to EU policies, Luxembourg has also taken action by transposing the Council 

Framework Decision of 15 March 2001 on the standing of victims in criminal proceedings. 

The new directive establishing minimum standards on the rights, support and protection of 

victims of crime [Directive 2012/29/EU] adopted on 25 October 2012 and entered into force 
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on 15 November 2012 is expected to be put on the government’s legislative agenda at the 

beginning of 2014.
3
  

 

Moreover, Luxembourg has signed the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and 

combating violence against women and domestic violence on 11 May 2011. Given the 

overlap with the above-mentioned EU directive, the Minister of Justice informed the 

Chamber of Deputies in an answer to a parliamentary question that the ratification of this 

Convention is not a priority.
4
   

 

Finally, Luxembourg is not indifferent to sexual violence in other countries. On 25 November 

2013, Governmental authorities as well as the President of the Chamber of Deputies, for 

example, received Special Representative of the Secretary General of the UN Zainab Hawa 

Bangura to discuss sexual violence in armed conflict. 

 

Main Sources : 

 

Comité de coopération entre les professionnels dans le domaine de la lutte contre la violence 

Débat d'orientation sur la violence domestique - n° 4705  - Rapport de la Commission de 

l'Egalité des Chances entre femmes et hommes et de la Promotion féminine, Chamber of 

Deputies, 13 March 2001.   

 

Heure d'actualité demandée par le groupe LSAP au sujet de la violence à l'égard des femmes, 

y compris la violence domestique, Chamber of Deputies, 20 June 2007. 

 

Question N°1849 de Madame Claudia Dall'Agnol concernant Femmes handicapées victimes 

de violences, Chamber of Deputies, 9 January 2012. 

Question N°2162 de Monsieur Marc Angel et de Madame Lydia Mutsch concernant Lutte 

contre la violence à l'égard des femmes, Chamber of Deputies, 22 June 2012. 

Rapport au gouvernement pour l’année 2012, 5 March 2013, 

http://www.mega.public.lu/pictures/layout/Rapport_du_comite_violence_2012.pdf. 

 

Rapport sur l’état de transposition des directives européennes 2012-2013 (Etat des lieux au 

10 mai 2013), Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Luxembourg.  

 

Report from the Commission pursuant to Article 18 of the Council Framework Decision of 

15 March 2001 on the standing of victims in criminal proceedings (2001/220/JHA) 

[SEC(2009) 476] /* COM/2009/0166 final. 

 

                                                           
3
 Rapport sur l’état de transposition des directives européennes 2012-2013 (Etat des lieux au 10 mai 2013), 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Luxembourg. 
4
 Question N°2162 de Monsieur Marc Angel et de Madame Lydia Mutsch concernant Lutte contre la violence à 

l'égard des femmes, 22 June 2012. 

http://www.mega.public.lu/pictures/layout/Rapport_du_comite_violence_2012.pdf
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Résolution de Marie-Josée Frank: Soutien de la campagne visant à combattre la violence à 

l'égard des femmes, y compris la violence domestique, Chamber of Deputies, 22 November 

2006. 

 

www.violence.lu 

  

http://www.violence.lu/
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MALTA (House of Representatives) 

 

The Maltese Parliament has been following the issue of violence against women quite closely 

for the past years.  The year 2005 saw the enactment of the Domestic Violence Act, an Act 

which gave definition to the terms “domestic violence” and “household member”.  It laid the 

foundation for the setting up of the Commission on Domestic Violence and of designated 

agencies.  To date, there is one agency responsible for domestic violence services, Aġenzija 

Appoġġ.  The designated agency is responsible for the following services: 

 Preventive, therapeutic and treatment programmes for victims and perpetrators; 

 Emergency access to specialised support services; 

 Assessment of victims’ needs and formulation of a care plan; 

 Sheltered accommodation for domestic violence victims; 

 Compilation and dissemination of documents detailing victims’ rights and the 

services available to them; 

 Collation of data on domestic violence cases. 

Both the Commission and any agencies must present their annual report to the Minister 

responsible, who, in turn, will lay a copy of such reports on the table of the House of 

Representatives.  These reports will then be discussed by the Standing Committee on Social 

Affairs. 

The Standing Committee on Social Affairs has gone beyond its remit of discussing the annual 

reports and has invited players in the field of domestic violence to give their feedback on the 

situation of domestic violence.  Following this feedback, a report was issued in 2012.  This 

report started off with a comparative review of definitions of domestic violence and then 

went on to give an overview of the situation of domestic violence in Malta.  It discussed the 

legislative framework, the legal and other services available to victims and perpetrators, the 

services offered by the police, voluntary organisations and the change in mentality that is 

needed.  The Commission on Domestic Violence presented various scenarios of real life 

cases of women and children who were victims of domestic violence.  These experiences 

were discussed and included in the report in order to give a perspective of the reality that 

these victims live every day.  The report gave a statistical overview of cases in Malta and 

finally set out a number of recommendations including: 

 The need for victims to be given protection at the very outset of legal proceedings and 

for such proceedings to take place without delay; 

 The possible engagement of more social workers and psychologists to work with 

victims of domestic violence; 

 A revision of the legal aid system; 

 The need for all members of the Police corps to receive training on domestic violence; 

 Adequate help and protection for children who need to give evidence in a case of 

domestic violence; 

 More value to be given to the initial report made by the victim; 
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 More training and co-operation between different professionals working with victims 

of domestic violence. 

The report was presented to the House of Representatives by the Chairperson of the Standing 

Committee on Social Affairs.  A copy of the report is made available to all interested persons. 

The Standing Committee on Social Affairs was reconstituted following general elections in 

March 2013 and in the past 9 months it dedicated a considerable number of meetings to the 

kinds of services that are received by victims of domestic violence; whether they are getting a 

good service, what can be improved, what can be strengthened, what is seriously lacking etc.  

The Committee has invited guests from different areas of expertise to give their feedback, 

including: 

 Aġenzija Appoġġ
5
; 

 Association for Men’s Rights; 

 Commissioner of Police; 

 Dar Merħba Bik and Dar Qalb ta’ Ġesù
6
; 

 Fondazzjoni Drittijiet tan-Nisa (Women’s Rights Foundation)
7
; 

 Grupp SOAR
8
; 

 Malta Girl Guides (presentation of a report that included issues related to domestic 

violence); 

 Victim Support Malta
9
; 

 An Ex-police officer and counsellor. 

It is pertinent to note that the Committee invited a number of victims of domestic violence to 

share their personal experience and also visited a number of other victims at a shelter for 

domestic violence.  These meetings gave a very useful insight to what really goes on in a 

house where domestic violence is present and it helped the Committee to have a clearer 

                                                           
5
 Aġenzija Appoġġ forms part of the Foundation for Social Welfare Services. Its aim is the enhancement of the 

lives of people in need through the provision of professional care and support. It is the national agency for 
children and families in need and it offers a wide range of community-based and specialised social welfare 
services including a domestic violence unit, a perpetrators’ service and an emergency shelter for women 
victims and their children. 
6
 Dar Merħba Bik and Dar Qalb ta’ Ġesu’ are shelters for women escaping domestic violence and their children.  

They offer a safe space and worker support as well as a programme that is tailored to their specific needs.  The 
victims get help with issues such as housing, employment, parenting, budgeting etc, whilst receiving emotional 
and psychological support.  
7
 The aim of this foundation is the provision of legal representation in the Maltese Courts in cases of domestic 

violence, sexual abuse and human trafficking.  
8
 SOAR is a support group set up by victims and survivors of domestic violence.  The aim of this group is to help 

victims move on and rebuild the life skills and self-assertiveness they may have lost during their difficult 
experience. 
9
 Victim Support Malta’s work is aimed at having victims of crime protected from multiple and secondary 

victimisation.  It tries to make victims conscious of their rights and duties, whilst making the system aware of 

its obligations towards the victims.  In this way, Victim Support Malta endeavours to make the system more 

efficient and less oblivious of the victims.   
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perspective when discussing what recommendations it should propose for the improvement 

of domestic violence services.  

Following these meetings and discussions, the Standing Committee on Social Affairs is 

currently preparing a report in which it will discuss the services offered to the victims, 

particularly from the victims’ point of view and the European state of play in the area of 

domestic violence.  It will then put forward a number of recommendations based on the 

feedback received from the victims and the service providers, in order to create a realistic 

awareness of domestic violence and to improve the services that are needed by the victims. 

All the meetings of the Standing Committee on Social Affairs, with the exception of the 

meeting at the domestic violence shelter, can be accessed and listened to through the Maltese 

Parliament website:  http://www.parlament.mt/sittingarchive?legcat=13&forcat=5 . The 

meetings are in Maltese. 

The pertinent meetings of the current parliamentary legislature (2013-  ) are as follows: 

 

Meeting   Date of meeting and subject 

No. 

 

16   Tuesday, 28 January 2014 – hearing with the Commissioner of Police 

 

15   Wednesday, 11 December 2013 – hearing with Aġenzija Appoġġ 

 

13   Monday, 2 December 2013 – hearing with Malta Girl Guides / Association for Men’s 

Rights 

 

12   Wednesday, 27 November 2013 – hearing with Women’s Rights Foundation 

 

11   Wednesday, 6 November 2013 – hearing with Dar Merhba Bik 

 

6   Tuesday, 16 July 2013 – hearing with Grupp SOAR 

 

5   Wednesday, 3 July 2013 – hearing with Victim Support Malta 

 

4   Tuesday, 2 July 2013 – hearing with Dar Qalb ta’ Gesù 

 

3   Wednesday, 29 May 2013 - Discussion 

 

 

Malta's Domestic Violence Act, Chapter 481 is available in English at 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/webnp/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/ICMs/2014/IWD%20F

EMM%2005.03.2014/Malta-%20Domestic_Violence_Act_am2013_en.pdf 

 

Report by the Social Affairs Committee on domestic violence is available in original version 

at  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/webnp/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/ICMs/2014/IWD%20F

EMM%2005.03.2014/Malta-%20Vjolenza%20domestika%20-%20amended.pdf 

  

http://www.parlament.mt/sittingarchive?legcat=13&forcat=5
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/webnp/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/ICMs/2014/IWD%20FEMM%2005.03.2014/Malta-%20Domestic_Violence_Act_am2013_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/webnp/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/ICMs/2014/IWD%20FEMM%2005.03.2014/Malta-%20Domestic_Violence_Act_am2013_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/webnp/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/ICMs/2014/IWD%20FEMM%2005.03.2014/Malta-%20Vjolenza%20domestika%20-%20amended.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/webnp/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/ICMs/2014/IWD%20FEMM%2005.03.2014/Malta-%20Vjolenza%20domestika%20-%20amended.pdf
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SWEDEN (Riksdagen) 

 

 

Legislative work  

 

During the spring of 2013, the Committee on Justice has considered a legislative proposal 

to amend the rules on gross violation of integrity and gross violation of a woman’s integrity. 

The rules governing the violation of integrity state that anyone who has committed several 

criminal acts against a person with whom they have or have previously had a close 

relationship, will be convicted of violation of integrity and not of the individual criminal acts 

that the violation consisted of.  Until 30 June 2013 these acts must have consisted of crimes 

against life and health, crimes against liberty and peace or sexual offences.  Through the 

amendment of 1 July 2013, vandalism and violation of a restraining order were added.  If the 

penal provisions are to be applicable, some specific preconditions in addition to the 

individual offences must be fulfilled.  Each of the acts must thus have constituted part of a 

repeated violation of the victim’s integrity and must be aimed at severely damaging his or her 

self-esteem.  Repeated violations refer to acts that are focused on personal integrity and that 

have been repeated. The requirement that the offence should have been aimed at seriously 

damaging the victim's self-esteem refers to a particular qualification of the offences.  It is not 

necessary that each individual action must be of a certain degree of seriousness, but that they 

have collectively reached a level whereby the victim's self-esteem is regarded as having been 

seriously injured.  If the acts described above are committed by a man against a woman to 

whom he is or has been married, or with whom he cohabits or has cohabited in circumstances 

comparable to marriage, the man should, instead, be sentenced for gross violation of a 

woman’s integrity.   

 

The Committee on Justice has also recently considered a Government bill proposing 

amendments to rules on restraining orders (Government bill 2012/13:186 Increased 

opportunities for preventing violence in close relationships). A restraining order is an order 

prohibiting an individual to visit or, in any other way, contact another individual or to follow 

this individual. In some circumstances, a restraining order may apply to a shared home. 

According to the Government's proposal, it will no longer be a requirement that there is a 

manifest risk of crime for a restraining order applying to a shared home to be issued. This 

means, among other things, that there need not be an acute risk of crime against the 
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individual who the prohibition is intended to protect; it is sufficient that there is a clear and 

concrete risk. The Riksdag adopted the legislative proposal on 27 November 2013. The 

amendments will come into force on 1 January 2014.  

 

In addition, the Committee on Health and Welfare has considered a legislative proposal 

which came into force as of 1 January 2012. The rules state that an investigation will be 

conducted if an offence is committed against a woman or a man by a person with whom they 

have or have previously had a close relationship, and the woman or man has died due to the 

offence, and if there is special reason to believe that the death was related to a relationship in 

which the woman or man has been in need of protection or support and help to change their 

situation.  The purpose of the investigation activities is to provide a basis for proposing 

measures that prevent women and men becoming victims of violence or other abuse by 

persons with whom they have or have previously had a close relationship. It is the Swedish 

Agency for Public Management who is responsible for such investigations. 

 

Private member's motions and recent debates 

 

In March 2013, the Committee on Health and Welfare considered several motions relating 

to violence against women. The Committee’s Report (2012/13:SoU11) was debated and 

decided on 21 March 2013. The Riksdag decided in same way as the committee. The position 

of the Committee was as follows. The Social Services Act states that local social welfare 

committees must work to ensure that victims of crime and their families receive support and 

help. The legislator emphasises that social welfare committees must pay special attention to 

women who have been exposed to violence or other abuse by people close to them as they 

may be in need of support and help in order to change their situation. In addition, the social 

welfare committees must take special measures to ensure that children who have witnessed 

violence or other abuse against or by an adult who is close to them are also recognised as 

victims of the crime and may be in need of support and help. In April 2012, the Government 

appointed a National Coordinator against violence in close relationships to carry out a broad 

range of tasks. These include gathering and supporting the relevant government agencies, 

municipalities, county councils and organisations in order to increase the efficiency, quality 

and long-term approach to work to combat violence in close relationships. The Coordinator 

will submit, when necessary, proposals on how work to prevent violence in close 

relationships can be improved and collaboration developed. The Coordinator is free to take 
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up issues closely associated with those mentioned in the terms of reference and a final report 

on how to develop the work of combating violence in close relationships will be presented by 

30 June 2014 at the latest. The Coordinator is also tasked to consider how support for, and 

protection of, victims of crime can be developed. This includes support and protection for 

victims of violence in the name of honour and victims who are disabled. In addition, the 

Coordinator will consider especially how the operations of the women's shelters and other 

non-profit organisations concerned can be strengthened. The Committee has recently been 

informed that the Government will be presenting proposals to the Riksdag concerning 

increased allocations of resources for women's shelters in 2013. The National Board of 

Health and Welfare's analysis of sheltered housing will be presented during the autumn of 

2013. The Committee welcomes the Government's concentration of effort to combat violence 

in close relationships and the National Coordinator's assignment, and considers that it would 

be better to wait for the results of current activities. The aspects taken up in the motions are 

within the framework of the terms of reference. Considering the current activities, the 

Riksdag decided not to not take any further initiatives and the motions were rejected. 

 

The Committee on Health and Welfare notes that the Swedish Agency for Public 

Management has been tasked to follow up and study criminal investigation activities between 

2008 and 2014 according to the Act on Investigation of Certain Deaths (2007:606). The 

investigation of deaths is also mentioned in the National Coordinator's terms of reference. 

Considering the current activities, the Riksdag decided not to not take any further initiatives 

and the motions were rejected. 

 

In addition, both committees will consider several motions relating to violence against 

women in early 2014. During the spring 2014, a debate will be held in the Riksdag in 

connection with these motions relating to violence against women. However, the date of the 

debate has not yet been decided. 
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United Kingdom (House of Lords) 

 

 

The responsible House of Lords Committee would be Baroness Corston's EU Sub-Committee 

on Justice, Institutions and Consumer Protection. In 2011, that Committee scrutinised the 

European Protection Order, and in 2012-13, it scrutinised the Civil Protection Order, both of 

which relate to this area. 

 

Violence against women is a topic of significant interest to the House of Lords as a whole. 

Just this year, there have been a number of debates in the plenary, including: 

 

- A written question on physical and sexual violence experienced by Dalit women in India (5 

Feb) 

- A written question on the accepted definition of violence against women and girls (25 Feb) 

- A written question on the Government's response to the findings of the Justice Verma 

Committee on sexual violence against women in India (27 Feb) 

- An oral question on the Government's response to the Deeds or Words? Report by the End 

Violence Against Women coalition (20 June) 

- A written question about funding to church and faith-based organisations tackling violence 

against women (30 July) 

- Two statements by the Home Secretary (7 March and 23 Sep) 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130205w0001.htm#13020539000665
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130205w0001.htm#13020539000665
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130225w0003.htm#13022514001956
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130227w0001.htm#13022779000405
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130620-0001.htm#13062064000816
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130730w0001.htm#13073035000594
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130307-wms0001.htm#13030772000095
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130923-wms0001.htm#13090911000301

