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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
 

COMMITTEE ON THE ENVIRONMENT, PUBLIC HEALTH AND FOOD SAFETY 
 

CO-ORDINATORS MEETING 
 

 
31 March 2009, 16.30 - 17.00 

 
 

PHS 3C050 
 

- RESULTS - 
 

Present 
Mr Ouzký, Chairman 
Mr Bowis, Coordinator of the EPP-ED Group 
Mr Sacconi, Coordinator of the PES Group 
Mr Davies, Coordinator of the ALDE Group 
Mr Schlyter, representative of the Coordinator of the Greens/EFA Group 
Mr Adamou, Coordinator of the GUE/NGL Group 
Mr Blokland, Coordinator of the IND/DEM Group 
 
Apologies 
Ms Hassi, Coordinator of the Greens/EFA Group 
Mr Aylward, Coordinator of the UEN Group 
Ms Belohorská, non-attached Member 

 -  
 
 

A. APPOINTMENT OF RAPPORTEURS AND DRAFTSPERSONS  
DECISION ON PROCEDURES 

 
REPORTS 
 
- New legislative reports 
 
[None] 
 
OPINIONS 
 
[None] 
 

Documents received for information 
 
[None] 
 
 
B. DECISIONS ON ADDITIONAL REPORTS/OPINIONS/RESOLUTIONS 
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[None] 
 
 
C. DECISIONS ON OTHER ISSUES 
 
 
C.1. Mechanism for dealing with possible urgencies during the election break 
 
Decision 
 
The coordinators  
 

-  noted that the first regular committee meeting would take place on 1-2 
September 2009 (the constituent meeting being foreseen to take place during the 
second half of July); 

 
- agreed that in the event of absolute urgencies the chairman (assisted by the 

secretariat) would submit reasoned proposals for action to the coordinators by 
email. That written procedure would, in particular, allow the chairman to assess 
whether it is appropriate in a given situation to convene a committee meeting in 
line with Rule 183(1) ["A committee shall meet when convened by its chairman 
or at the request of the President."], bearing in mind that an extraordinary 
meeting is to be regarded as a measure of last resort. 

 
 
 
C.2.  Comitology: Procedures to be applied during Parliament's election and summer 

recess 
 
Decision: 
 
The coordinators noted the following timetable for the transmission of comitology 
documents during the 2009 elections and the summer recess: 
 
RPS (the "new" regulatory procedure with scrutiny) 
− No final draft measures shall be transmitted between 8 April 2009 and 12 June 2009  
 
RoS (the "normal" regulatory procedure) 
− Measures transmitted until 7 April 2009: the normal one-month period for the right of 

scrutiny applies (on time for the May part-session) 
− Measures transmitted from 8 April 2009 until 14 August 2009: the one-month period 

will start to run only on 17 August 2009 (on time for the September part-session) 
− Measure transmitted after 17 August 2009: normal deadlines 
− This timetable will not apply in cases of urgency or shorter time limits where 

Parliament may use a procedure whereby it delegates to the parliamentary committee 
responsible its right of response (Rule 81 of the Rules of Procedure). 

 
For both RPS and RoS measures received before 8 April, European Parliament would need 
to vote at the latest in the May Plenary (4-7 May). For RPS and RoS measures received after 
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12 June Parliament would need to vote in the September Plenary session (the first working 
day after 12 June is 15 June, which would allow Parliament to vote on 14 or 15 September).  
 
The coordinators agreed on the following approach: 
 
I. Draft measures submitted to the European Parliament before 8 April 2009 
 
The procedure is as follows: 
 
− The secretariat continues to scrutinise and forward all measures to the ENVI 

Members, very short deadlines for objection will be set on behalf of the Chairman.  
− If an ENVI Member proposes an objection, the ENVI secretariat could (on behalf 

of the chairman) consult the coordinators by written procedure, in copy to the 
group staff, asking whether they deem it to be appropriate (i) to appoint a 
Rapporteur and (ii) to convene an extraordinary ENVI meeting in April (before 
the May plenary session) to vote on possible draft resolutions.  

 
II. Urgency measures submitted between 8 April and 12 June 2009 
 
The procedure is as follows: 
 
− The secretariat scrutinises and forwards all urgency measures to the ENVI 

Members.  
− As the deadlines are normally extremely short (3 working days) it will be 

practically impossible to convene a extraordinary committee meeting to vote on an 
objection to an urgency measure. As appropriate, the chairman could be mandated 
to take all necessary action following a consultation of the coordinators.  

 
 
 
C.3.  Preliminary information relating to the constituent ENVI meeting and the first 

coordinators' meeting after the elections 
 
 
The papers for the meeting included a letter of 17 March 2009 from Mr Galeote to President 
Pöttering. 
 
Decision 
 
In the light of the letter from Mr Galeote, the coordinators  
 
− noted that the Conference of Presidents would take the requisite decisions on the 

overall framework of the constituent meetings in due course; 
 
− noted that the constituent ENVI meeting might take place either in Strasbourg at 

the end of the first session week (16 July 2009) or in Brussels in the week starting 
with 20 July, 

 
− agreed that the decision as to whether the first coordinators' meeting (dedicated in 

particular to the appointment/confirmation of rapporteurs) should be held in July 
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or September 2009 should be left to their successors and invited the secretariat to 
be prepared should the option of an early meeting materialise. 

 
 
C.4. Study on CO2 emissions from cars 
 
Decision 
 
The coordinators agreed that in view of the future Commission proposal for the 
revision of the Labelling Directive(1), a study on the perception of the public about 
CO2 emissions from their car use and on measures aimed at strengthening 
information to the public about CO2 emissions from cars should be carried out.  
 
The coordinators decided that, as a first step, the European Environment Agency 
should be invited (together with the Commission which could be asked to carry out a 
specific Eurobarometer surveys, as this was already the case during the mandate of the 
Temporary Committee on Climate Change (2)) to provide the Environment Committee 
with all the relevant information, and that further steps might be taken after the 
elections. 
 
 
C.5. The European Institute of Innovation and Technology 
 
Decision 
 
The coordinators noted  

 that the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT) was a new 
Community Agency based on Regulation (EC) No 294/2008 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 2008 establishing the European 
Institute of Innovation and Technology;  

 that the implementation of EIT activities would be based on partnerships 
known as “Knowledge and Innovation Communities” (KICs); 

 that the first three areas covered by the Institute would be climate change, 
renewable energies and the next generation of information and communication 
technologies, whereas future KICs would address other thematic areas such as 
healthcare; 

and agreed that - bearing in mind that ITRE is the lead committee responsible for 
relations with the EIT - the EIT could, in view of the thematic areas of KICs 
concerning ENVI areas of responsibility, be invited after the elections to inform also 
the Environment Committee about its activities and plans, in particular as regards 
climate change. 

                                                 
1  DIRECTIVE 1999/94/EC OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL of 13 

December 1999 relating to the availability of consumer information on fuel economy and CO2 
emissions in respect of the marketing of new passenger cars - proposal expected for the second half of 
2009 

2  see e.g. http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_300_full_en.pdf 
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C.6. Swedish Presidency - initiatives of the Swedish Parliament 
 
The papers for the meeting included a letter of 25 February 2009 from the Speaker of the 
Swedish Riksdag. 
  
The Swedish Parliament (Riksdagen) will host interparliamentary meetings on themes 
linked to the priorities of the Swedish Presidency. The Speaker of the Riksdag has invited 
the European Parliament to take part in such meetings, e.g. the chair of the Committee on 
the Environment and Agriculture will host a joint parliamentary meeting on deforestation 
and climate change on 27-28 September. The might also be a joint meeting on climate 
change, ahead of COP-15 in Copenhagen. Further details still need to be confirmed. 
 
Decision 
 
The coordinators invited the secretariat could keep them informed of the evolution of 
these initiatives as and when concrete details become available, with a view to 
preparing on time ENVI delegations to events of common interest.  
 
Note: Committee delegations need to be authorised by the Conference of Presidents 
and by the Bureau. 
 
 
C.7   ENVI representative at a conference with Nobel Prize laureate Luc Montagnier 

on 1 April 2009 
 
Decision 
 
The coordinators were invited to urgently propose names of possible ENVI 
representatives at a conference with Nobel Prize winner Luc Montagnier taking place 
on 1 April 2009 in the European Parliament in Brussels. [Note: Mr Adamou would be 
available from 10.30 to 11.30 a.m., but not for the panel discussion.] 
 

* 
*     * 

 
D. DOCUMENTS FOR INFORMATION 
 
The papers for the meeting include the following documents for information: 
1) Letter of 5 March 2009 from Mr Ouzký to the President on Rule 156 on IPPC 
 
2) Letter of 5 March 2009 from the President to Mr Ouzký on Rule 156 on IPPC 
 
3) Letter of 5 March 2009 from Mr Barroso to Mr Daul on nutrient profiles 
 
4) Letter of 12 March 2009 from Mr Galeote to Mr Ouzký on application of Rule 47 on 
patients' rights in cross-border healthcare 
 


