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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
 

COMMITTEE ON THE ENVIRONMENT, PUBLIC HEALTH AND FOOD SAFETY 
 

CO-ORDINATORS MEETING 
 

24 April 2008, 10.00 - 10.30 hrs 
 
 

LOW N 1.3 
 

Strasbourg 
 

RESULTS 
 

Present 
Mr Ouzký, Chairman 
Mr Bowis, Coordinator of the EPP-ED Group 
Mr Sacconi, Coordinator of the PES Group 
Mr Davies, Coordinator of the ALDE Group 
Ms Hassi, Coordinator of the Greens/EFA Group 
Mr Holm, representing the Coordinator of the GUE/NGL Group 
Mr Aylward, Coordinator of the UEN Group 
Mr Blokland, Coordinator of the IND/DEM Group 
 
Apologies 
Ms Belohorská, non-attached Member 
 
 
A. APPOINTMENT OF RAPPORTEURS AND DRAFTSPERSONS  

DECISION ON PROCEDURES 
 
REPORTS 
 
- New legislative reports 
 
[None] 
 
 
OPINIONS 
 
Decision on procedure 
 
Opinions 
 
[None] 
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* 
*      * 

 
Documents received for information as lead committee 
 
[None] 
 
 
B. DECISIONS ON ADDITIONAL REPORTS/OPINIONS/RESOLUTIONS 
 
[None] 
 

 
* 

*     * 
 
 

 
C. DECISIONS ON OTHER ISSUES 
 
 
C.0.  Additional ENVI meetings on 7 May, 19 May and 7 July 2008 
 
Decision 
 
The coordinators noted that, in agreement with Commissioner Dimas, an 
extraordinary ENVI meeting for the purpose of carrying out the 2009 APS exercise 
would be held on 19 May 2008 at 19.00 hrs in Strasbourg. 
 
The coordinators also noted that extraordinary meetings would be held on 7 May 
2008, 17.00 hrs, for an exchange of views on essential elements of the climate change 
package (Doyle Report and Hassi Report), and on 7 July 2008 in Strasbourg, for the 
vote on the Wijkman opinion on renewable energies. 
 
 
 
C.1.  Comitology - Regulatory Procedure with Scrutiny - REACH testing methods - 

report back from rapporteur's negotiations with the Commission (annex) 
 
The papers for the meeting included a draft motion for a resolution of 3 April 2008 tabled 
by Mr Sacconi pursuant to Rule 81(4)(b). 
 
 
Decision 
 
The coordinators  
 

-  heard Mr Sacconi reporting on the outcome of the latest negotiations with 
Commission representatives; 
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-  noted that a joint letter from the three Commissioners concerned by the issue 
would be sent to the chairman in the near future and expressed the wish that 
the letter should be received by 30 April at the latest; 

 
-  agreed that the draft motion for a resolution tabled by Mr Sacconi would be 

amended in the light of the commitments given by the Commission in the 
aforementioned letter; 

 
-  decided that the vote in committee should take place on 6 May 2008 and agreed 

that since the last possible date for a vote within the three-months deadline 
would expire on 27 May, the vote in plenary should take place during the next 
plenary session in Strasbourg. 

 
 
 
C.2.  Comitology - Regulatory Procedure with Scrutiny - Biocides - objection to the 

inclusion of difenacoum in the list of active substances - decision on procedure 
(annex) 

 
 
The papers for the meeting included  

- an e-mail from Mrs Hassi of 17 April 2008 
- a draft assessment report on difenacoum 
- a draft Commission Directive amending Directive 98/8/EC of the European 

Parliament and of the Council to include difenacoum as an active substance in 
Annex I thereto (CMT(2007)3136/2) 

- the results of the vote in the comitology committee 
 
 
Decision 
 
The coordinators 
 

- decided to ask Ms Westlund, rapporteur for the most recent amendment to the 
Biocides Directive, whether she would be prepared to take on the 
rapporteurship for the proposed objection pursuant to Rule 81 (failing this, Ms 
Hassi would be prepared to take on the matter); 

 
- agreed on the following timetable for the further proceedings, which, due to 

technical constraints, shall be as follows: 
o The rapporteur's draft motion for a resolution shall be circulated by e-

mail on 30 April 2008 a.m. 
o The deadline for amendments shall expire one week later, i.e. on 7 May 

2008, 12 o'clock noon. 
o Due to time constraints, it will not be possible to have any translations 

ready on time (translation services need at least 10 working days for any 
job), nor will there be sufficient time for a separate exchange of views. 
The draft motion for a resolution shall therefore be tabled in English, 
and the same shall apply to the amendments. Only the final draft motion 
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for a resolution, once it has been adopted by the committee, shall be 
translated into all the official languages. 

o The vote in committee on a draft motion for a rejection shall take place 
at the ENVI meeting on 26-28 May 2008. 

o Given that Parliament's time for reaction expires on 1 July, possible 
rejections must be adopted by Parliament at the June Strasbourg 
plenary session (16 to 19 June 2008).  

 
 
 
C.3. Early second reading agreement on Health Statistics (annex) 
 
The papers for the meeting included a proposal for a Regulation on Community statistics on 
public health and health and safety at work 
 
 
Decision 
 
The coordinators  
 

-  noted that the Joint Declaration on practical arrangements for the codecision 
procedure (adopted by the House on 22 May 2007) stipulated in paragraph 18 
that where an 'early second reading agreement' is reached, "the chair of the 
relevant parliamentary committee shall indicate, in a letter to the chair of Coreper, 
his recommendation to the plenary to accept the Council common position without 
amendment, subject to confirmation of the common position by the Council and to 
legal-linguistic verification. A copy of the letter shall be forwarded to the 
Commission."; 

 
- noted that the rapporteur, Mrs Karin Scheele, and the shadow rapporteurs had 

reached an agreement with the Slovenian Presidency on a text on a Regulation 
on Community Statistics on Public Health and Health and Safety at Work 
(2007/0020 (COD)); 

 
-  instructed Mr Ouzký to write in his capacity as chairman of the committee a 

letter to the Presidency of the Council (COREPER I Ambassador) stating that 
he would recommend to the committee and the European Parliament the 
adoption of the forthcoming common position without amendments, if the 
Council adopts it in the form which corresponds to the agreement found 
between rapporteur and shadow rapporteurs on the one hand and the 
Slovenian Presidency on the other. 
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C.4. Request from Mrs Gutiérrez-Cortines for oral question on soil directive (annex) 
 
Mrs Gutiérrez-Cortines proposed to move the following oral question (in the plenary), 
pursuant to Rule 108 of the Rules of Procedure: 
 

"Subject: Proposal for a directive establishing a framework for the protection 
of soil 
The European Parliament has adopted its first reading opinion on 13 November 
2007 (Rapporteur: Mrs Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines). It is unclear when the Council 
will be able to adopt a common position and communicate it to the European 
Parliament.  
What is the progress within the Council since the adoption of the first reading 
opinion of European Parliament and when, according to the current planning, 
would the Council be able to communicate the common position to the European 
Parliament?" 

 
Decision 
 
The coordinators agreed to inscribe the above oral question on the agenda of a future 
committee meeting, subject to the availability of sufficient time. 
 
 
 
C.5. ENVI participation in Agora on Climate Change 12-13 June 2008 (annex) 
 
The papers for the meeting include the draft programme of the Agora on Climate Change 
which will be held on 12-13 June 2008 in Brussels. 
 
More details can be found at the following address: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/parliament/public/staticDisplay.do?id=70&language=EN 
 
The Environment Committee is invited to propose one or two of its members as chair or 
key-note speaker for one of the following three workshops: 
 
Workshop A - Resources (for details see programme) 
Workshop B - Techniques (for details see programme) 
Workshop C - Solidarity (for details see programme) 
 
Proposed action 
 
The coordinators were invited to encourage interested MEPs to participate in the 
above workshops as chairs or key-note speakers. 
 
The secretariat was instructed to launch a call for expression of interest to all ENVI 
members by e-mail. 
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C.6. Invitation to MEPs to visit Brazil to discuss climate change and renewables (annex) 
 
The papers for the meeting included  
 

-  a letter of 4 April 2008 from Ms Azevedo, Ambassador of Brazil, to President 
Pöttering, with copies to the Chairs of ENVI, ITRE and CLIM and 

-  a copy of a letter of 14 April 2008 to the President of the EP and to Mrs Corbey from 
4 Latin American ambassadors proposing the establishment of a "dialogue with the 
European Parliament about sustainability criteria for biofuels and their feedstocks". 

 
In the letter, the Ambassador proposes the organisation of a visit of MEPs to Brazil in June 
or July 2008, focussing on the issues of climate change and renewable energies. It is being 
proposed to organise meetings with Government authorities in Brasilia, as well as 'field 
visits' to the Amazon and to an ethanol producing region in the country. 
 
Decision 
 
The coordinators decided that, in view of the committee's workload, the committee 
would not sponsor as such the proposed delegation visit, but that interested individual 
Members could participate in such a visit (should it materialise) if they were prepared 
to use their individual travel allowance. 
 
 
 
C.7. Joint Committee Meeting - request by Mr Peterle 
 
Background: On 27 November 2007, the coordinators took the following decision: 
 

"C.2.2.Slovene Presidency - possible "Joint Committee Meeting" with chairs of the 
public health committees from all the national parliaments   
 
Decision 
 
The coordinators 
-took note of the suggestion to hold a so-called "Joint Committee Meeting" on public 
health issues, in particular combating cancer, with the participation of delegations 
from all of the EU national parliaments; 
- noted that similar structural problems as those identified in relation to individual 
committees from national parliaments might arise; 
-agreed that, therefore, interested MEPs, in particular the members of the "MEPs 
Against Cancer" alliance, should be encouraged to participate in the conference on 
cancer which the Slovene Presidency will be organising." 

 
Decision 
 
The coordinators confirmed their decision of principle not to organise a Joint 
Committee Meeting on public health issues in cooperation with the Slovenian 
Parliament. The coordinators agreed, however, that individual Members could be 
encouraged to participate in health-related events organised by the Slovenian 
Presidency or the Slovenian Parliament. 
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D. DOCUMENTS FOR INFORMATION 
 
The papers for the meeting included the following documents for information: 

1. a letter of 22 April 2008 from Mr Pöttering to Mr Barroso on the Poznań Climate 
Conference 

2. a letter of 22 April 2008 from Mr Pöttering to Mr Rupel on the Poznań Climate 
Conference 

3. a letter of 16 April 2008 from Mr Rys to Mr Ouzký on the revision of the 
Commission Decision setting up Scientific Committees in the field of consumer 
safety, public health and the environment. 


