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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
 

COMMITTEE ON THE ENVIRONMENT, PUBLIC HEALTH AND FOOD SAFETY 
 

CO-ORDINATORS MEETING 
 

23 April 2008, 10.30 - 11.30 hrs 
 
 

LOW S 4.1 
 

Strasbourg 
 

RESULTS 
 

 
Present 
Mr Ouzký, Chairman 
Mr Bowis, Coordinator of the EPP-ED Group 
Ms Roth-Behrendt, representative of the coordinator of the PES Group 
Mr Maaten, representative of the coordinator of the ALDE Group 
Ms Hassi, Coordinator of the Greens/EFA Group 
Ms Liotard, contact person for relations with EFSA and representative of the coordinator of GUE/NGL 
Mr Aylward, Coordinator of the UEN Group 
Mr Blokland, Coordinator of the IND/DEM Group 
 
Apologies 
Ms Belohorská, non-attached Member 
 

 
* 

*     * 
 
 

 
DECISIONS:  
 
 
1. Appointment of 7 members on the EFSA Management Board - special evaluation 

meeting in Strasbourg  
 
This item was taken in the presence of Mrs Liotard, ENVI contact person for relations with 
EFSA and representative of Mr Adamou as the GUE/NGL coordinator. 
 
The papers for the meeting included the full documentation received from the Commission, 
including a letter from Mrs Testori Coggi forwarding the Commission decision on the list of 
candidates, and the c.v.s of the 12 candidates. 
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Decision 
 
The coordinators  
 

-  took note of the legal framework set out in Article 25 of Regulation 178/2002(1); 
 

-  heard Mrs Liotard, speaking in her capacity as the committee's contact person 
for relations with EFSA; 

 
-  held an exchange of views on the 12 candidates which had been short-listed by 

the Commission; 
 

-  decided to recommend that the following 7 candidates be appointed to the 7 
vacant positions on EFSA's Management Board, listed hereafter in alphabetical 
order: 
• Ms Margarita ARBOIX ARZO (Spain) 
• Ms Sue DAVIES (United Kingdom) 
• Mr Libor DUPAL (Czech Republic) 
• Mr Matthias HORST (Germany) 
• Mr Raymond O'ROURKE (Ireland) 
• Mr Milan POGAČNIK (Slovenia) 
• Ms Sinikka TURUNEN (Finland) 

 
-  instructed the chairman to inform the President of the European Parliament of 

this recommendation, so as to enable the European Parliament to "make its 
views available for consideration by the Council", bearing in mind that the 
Conference of Presidents is the authority responsible for matters relating to 
relations with the other institutions (Rule 24(3)); the chairman was also invited 
to suggest to the President that the CVs of the successful candidates be 
published for the sake of transparency; 

 

                                                 
1  
Article 25 
Management Board 
 
1.  The Management Board shall be composed of 14 members appointed by the Council in consultation 

with the European Parliament from a list drawn up by the Commission which includes a number of 
candidates substantially higher than the number of members to be appointed, plus a representative of 
the Commission. Four of the members shall have their background in organisations representing 
consumers and other interests in the food chain. 
The list drawn up by the Commission, accompanied by the relevant documentation, shall be 
forwarded to the European Parliament. As soon as possible and within three months of such 
communication, the European Parliament may make its views available for consideration by the 
Council, which will then appoint the Management Board. 
The members of the Board shall be appointed in such a way as to secure the highest standards of 
competence, a broad range of relevant expertise and, consistent with these, the broadest possible 
geographic distribution within the Union. 

 
2.  Members' term of office shall be four years, and may be renewed once. However, for the first 

mandate, this period shall be six years for half of the members. 
[...] 
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-  suggested that in view of the urgency and to allow for sufficient time for the 
ensuing formal appointing process, it would be appropriate that the Conference 
of Presidents take its decision as soon as possible; 

 
-  noted that the President of the European Parliament would then inform the 

Council of Parliament's position as soon as possible and before 14 June 2008 at 
the latest (given that the Commission letter was officially received by 
Parliament on 14 March 2008). 

 
 
 
2. Letter from the Executive Director of the EMEA on the possible creation of a Working 
Party on Geriatrics (annex) 
 
This item was be taken in the presence of Mrs Roth-Behrendt, ENVI contact person for 
relations with the EMEA, who was representing Mr Sacconi as the PES coordinator. 
 
The papers for the meeting include a letter of 29 February 2008 from Thomas Lönngren 
(EMEA) to Mrs Roth-Behrendt on Geriatrics. 
 
Decision 
 
The coordinators 
 

-  heard Mrs Roth-Behrendt, contact person for relations with the EMEA, for 
further explanations on the matter; 

 
- held an exchange of views, reiterating that the letter from Mr Lönngren did not 

fully address the concerns expressed by the Committee; 
 

-  agreed that the issue at stake, namely neurodegenerative diseases and the rise of 
such diseases in European citizens, ought to be one of the priorities of the 
EMEA and suggested that a round table, which might be complemented by 
'virtual' elements accessible to a restricted circle of persons, could be convened 
under the auspices of the Agency; 

 
- agreed that the committee should dedicate a specific item on one of its agendas 

in the beginning of the year 2009 to the matter, particularly with a view to 
inviting Commission representatives so as to obtain clarifications on the 
approach which the Commission would take in both legislative and non-
legislative terms. 

 
-  invited Ms Roth-Behrendt, contact person for relations with the EMEA, to 

approach Mr Lönngren again in the light of these orientations. 
 
 

* 
*     * 


