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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
 

COMMITTEE ON THE ENVIRONMENT, PUBLIC HEALTH AND FOOD SAFETY 
 

CO-ORDINATORS MEETING 
 

RESULTS 
 

Tuesday 5 June 2007, 12.15 - 12.30 
 

HEMICYCLE 
 

 
 
A. APPOINTMENT OF RAPPORTEURS AND DRAFTSPERSONS  

DECISION ON PROCEDURES 
 
- Main 
 
A.1. Establishment of the Innovative Medicines Initiative Joint Undertaking 
 ENVI/6/49940 
 2007/0089(CNS) 

COM(2007)0241 
 Responsible: ENVI F 
 
Decision: Postponed 
 
 
A.2. Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the 

European economic and social Committee and the Committee of the regions on the 
Mid-term review of the Sixth Community Environment Action Programme 
(COM(2007)0225) 

 
 
Decision:  
 
 1. Rapporteur to be appointed by PES Group (Mrs Myller) 
 2. Request authorisation to draw up a non-legislative report 
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B. DECISIONS ON OTHER ISSUES 
 
B.1.  Mission by Mrs Corbey to the Low Carbon Fuel Standard Conference in California on 

18 May 2007 
 
 
Decision: 
 
The coordinators  
 
-  held an exchange of views; 
-  authorised, exceptionally and with retroactive effect, Mrs Corbey's mission as a one-

person delegation mission to be deducted from the quota to which the PES Group is 
entitled in application of the rolling d'Hondt system within the committee's overall quota 
of 34 places for delegation missions in 2007; 

-  agreed that similar requests would not be authorised in the future; 
-  instructed the chairman to inform Mrs Corbey of the present decision.  

 
 
 
B.2. Proposing amendments to the Rules on the Agencies 
 

Decision: 

The coordinators  
-  noted that the three-member delegations traditionally dispatched by ENVI to EFSA or to 

the FVO were no longer covered by the scope of the "Rules on the designation by the 
European Parliament of members of the management boards of the specialised agencies 
and bodies" (adopted by the Conference of Presidents of 5 March 1998) as interpreted by 
the relevant political authorities since 2006; 

- endorsed option 1 of the suggested draft modifications to the 1998 rules with a view to 
clarifying that three-member delegations to EFSA and to the FVO may be dispatched as 
supplementary committee delegations as this is already the case for other agencies; 

- instructed the chairman to write to the Chairman of the Conference of Committee 
Chairmen (CCC) for further consideration of the proposal, bearing in mind that (a) other 
committees also entertain relations with agencies and (b) that the final decision on any 
modification to the 1998 rules lies with the Conference of Presidents. 
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B.3.  Cooperation of the Environment Committee with the three DG SANCO scientific risk 

assessment committees 
 

Decision: 
 
The coordinators  
 
- took note of a letter dated 12 April 2007 from Mr Robert Madelin, Director-General of DG 

SANCO, to Mr Ouzký, proposing to improve the cooperation between the European 
Parliament and the three DG SANCO scientific risk assessment committees; 

- decided to invite Mr Madelin, Director-General of DG SANCO to the Environment 
Committee for a short presentation of his proposals on cooperation between parliamentary 
committees and the three risk assessment committees. 

 
 
 
B.4.  Implementation of EU legislation - follow up to a study on catering waste (application of 

Regulation No 1774/2002) 
 
 
Decision: 
 
The coordinators  
 
- noted that a study on catering waste examining the application of Regulation 1774/2002(1) 

in ten EU Member States (available on the committee's web-pages(2); commissioned in 
2006 on a proposal from the EPP-ED group) had concluded in particular that it seemed 
that some countries were "in the incapacity to answer requests about their collection and 
treatment practices of catering waste" and that with regard to those countries "it would be 
judicious that the competent European authorities perform a more exhaustive inquiry." 

- decided to follow the example of the procedure applied in relation to the implementation 
of the ELV Directive and to table an oral question to the Commission in committee 
(pursuant to Rule 187), and, to ask the Commission to provide background information in 
writing and to be represented at an appropriate level when answering the question in 
committee.  

- agreed that all further steps might be decided in the light of this initial answer. 
 

                                                 
1  Rapporteur (5th term): Marit Paulsen 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/FindByProcnum.do?lang=2&procnum=COD/2000/0259 
 
2 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/externalexpertise/food_safety_en.htm 
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B.5. Expertise budget - possible studies and other activities 
 
 
Decision: 
 
Postponed 
 

* 
*      * 

 
 
B.6. Participation in various conferences taking place in Brussels 
 
 
B.6.1.  International Conference: Update on 'Beyond GDP: Measuring progress for better 

policy making' in Brussels 
 
 
Decision:  
  
The coordinators noted that the envisaged date for the 'Beyond GDP' conference would clash 
with an interparliamentary conference on climate change also taking place on 6/7 November 
2007 in Brussels and decided to await further clarifications from the organisers of the 'Beyond 
GDP' conference as to the date, venue and format of that event. 
 
 
 
B.6.2.  European Alcohol and Health Forum on 7 June 2007 in Brussels 
 
Decision: 
 
The coordinators  
 
-  took note of a letter dated 30 April 2007 from Mr Robert Madelin, Director-General of DG 

SANCO, to Mr Ouzký, inviting the European Parliament "to become an observer of the 
Forum"; 

- decided to confirm Mr Foglietta, who had already been invited to the event in his capacity 
as rapporteur on the alcohol strategy, as ENVI's representative at the Forum. 
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B.6.3.  Meeting on Palliative Care in Europe on 13 June 2007 in Brussels 
 
Decision: 
 
The coordinators  
 
- took note of a letter dated 16 May 2007 from Mr Margaritis Schinas, Head of Mr 

Kyprianou's Cabinet, to Mr Ouzký, inviting the chairman or a representative "to attend the 
Conference and to present the European Parliament's views on this issue"; 

- decided that the committee would be represented at that conference by Mr Bowis. 
 
 

* 
*      * 

 
 

B.7. Any other business 
 
B.7.1. Implementation of environmental legislation - private meeting with Commissioner 

Dimas 
 
 
Decision: 
 
The coordinators  
 
- heard Mr Davies, coordinator of the ALDE Group, who proposed that the coordinators and 

other interested Members should discuss ways and means for improving effective 
implementation in a private meeting with Commissioner Dimas; 

- agreed to that proposal and invited the chairman to write to the Commissioner requesting 
such a meeting. 

 
 
B.7.2. Reducing the CO2  footprint of the European Parliament 
 
 
Decision: 
 
The coordinators  
 
- heard Mr Davies, coordinator of the ALDE Group, who regretted that due to their 

participation in the plenary debate on Palestine, several coordinators had not been able to 
attend the coordinators' meeting with the President of the European Parliament on 22 May 
2007 on reducing the CO2 footprint of the European Parliament; 

- agreed that the issue should be followed up closely and that it should not be mixed up with 
discussions related to Parliament's seat; 

- invited the Chairman to write to the President. 
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B.7.3. ENVI's relations with the temporary committee on climate change 
 
 
Decision: 
 
The coordinators  
 
(i) coordination of practical aspects 
- heard Mr Bowis, coordinator of the EPP-ED Group, who pointed to the need to coordinate 

some practical aspects of the activities of the Environment Committee and of the 
Temporary Committee on Climate Change; 

- invited the secretariat to explore possible practical arrangements of such a coordination; 
 
(ii) '2 degrees Celsius' 
- bearing in mind that the coordinators had decided on 27 February 2007 to appoint Mrs 

Hassi rapporteur for the Commission communication 'Limiting Global Climate Change to 
2°C - The way ahead for 2020 and beyond' (COM(2007)2) and to request authorisation to 
draw up a non-legislative report; bearing in mind that the coordinators had decided on 3 
May 2007 to organise a round table to be financed from ENVI's expertise budget on that 
matter on the understanding that that round table would take place before the summer 
recess; 

- bearing in mind that the Conference of Presidents had taken the following decision at its 
meeting of 24 May 2007: "approved the proposal from the Conference of Committee 
Chairs that, in order to avoid conflicts of competence between standing committees and 
temporary committees, a distinction be drawn between overall policy recommendations - 
which should be the prerogative of temporary committees - and more specific pre-
legislative issues - which should be dealt with by standing committees - and decided to 
apply that principle when taking decisions on a case-by-case basis on individual reports;" 

- heard Mr Sacconi, coordinator of the PES Group and chairman of the temporary 
committee on climate change, who informed the coordinators that CLIM's steering group 
had decided on 4 June 2007 that CLIM should deal with the Commission communication 
'Limiting Global Climate Change to 2 degrees Celsius" (COM(2007)2) in the context of a 
resolution winding up a debate on an Oral Question on COP-13 of the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change and that Ms Hassi would remain responsible for that 
matter; 

- heard Mrs Hassi, coordinator of the Greens/EFA Group and rapporteur, who said that she 
was opposed to the idea of removing any powers and responsibilities from the ENVI 
Committee, but that she could nevertheless agree with the proposal made by Mr Sacconi 
on the condition that this would not be regarded as a precedent; 

- heard the Chairman who affirmed that he would defend ENVI's prerogatives and that no 
ENVI reports should be transferred to other committees; he also recalled that under the 
terms of its mandate, CLIM would only present one report. 

 


