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Judge Pillay, High Commissioner, my fellow Parliamentarians and our 
guests, the brave human rights defenders, ladies and gentlemen.

The marking of anniversaries is always an occasion for reflection on 
achievements and challenges; unfortunately the 60th anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights is a time to sound the alarm.

All the people in this room, activists, politicians, parliamentarians and 
officials are committed to our common values. We live, however, in a 
world where these values face as strong a challenge as ever, perhaps even
stronger than in the late 1940s when the consequences of tyranny and 
aggression evoked such recent terrible memories for us as Europeans.

1948 was the beginning of the Cold War. 2008 might be the beginning of 
a new Cold War, with rising powers not sharing our values.

In 1948 Europe became divided in its very heart, Central Europe. In 2008 
we live in a peacefully reunified Europe.

1948 - the day before the UDHR was adopted - the UN also adopted the 
Convention on Genocide. Genocide - a word that had to be invented to 
describe the horrors of the holocaust. Genocide - a practice we see 
continuing today in Africa, having seen its recurrence, almost 
unbelievably, within Europe itself.

The many NGOs present here today all deserve our warmest praise. I 
welcome Kenneth Roth, the Executive President of Human Rights watch, 
an organisation which documents in detail human rights violations around 
the world and equally courageously, reports on violations reportedly 
carried out by the USA itself.

Amnesty International, another organisation we much admire, works 
differently - not just documenting and raising individual cases - but 
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directly involving our fellows citizens in mass campaigns. Its remarkable 
first female Secretary-General, Bangladeshi Irene Khan, visited the
Parliament recently, and I was very much impressed by the statement her 
organisation issued concerning the 60th anniversary on the Universal 
Declaration.

"This is a time to celebrate. It is also a time to challenge world 
governments who have failed to live up to the promises they made in 
1948."

I also welcome here today Mr Thomas Hammarberg, the Commissioner 
for Human Rights of the Council of Europe. Sadly, the challenges to 
human rights today are so great that all EU and European Institutions 
have much work to do, separately and together.

We, in the European Parliament can fairly claim to take the lead on this 
fundamental issue. We can be diplomatic, but for me, parliamentary, 
diplomacy means speaking bluntly and publicly. Our votes and 
resolutions on human rights are taken in public. As President, I often 
undertake discreet démarches, but I also do not hesitate to speak out, as I 
did last month in the cases of Aung San Suu Kyi or Troy Davies, a death-
row prisoner in the US. October 10th, is also the World day of Action 
against the Death Penalty, so I mention this case as an example of our 
total opposition to the death penalty.

As parliamentarians we must speak plainly and publicly. Indeed, the 
potential of publicity can be strengthened by the global web-streaming of 
our work. Our hearings on human rights can now be followed around the 
world, literally, in real time.

The final speaker at this excellent conference has been the new High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, Navanethem Pillay. Your personal 
history starting in Durban, South Africa, has, we hope, prepared you for 
the enormous challenge of your new role. We support you both morally 
and, as you know, practically. We follow closely the development of the 
Human Rights Council on which Parliament will, in a few months, adopt 
a report. We hope to see the UN playing a bigger role in defending the 
values of the Universal Declaration. Our concerns at the way in which the 
Human Rights Council is developing are widely shared but we will take a 
positive, if critical approach. This new institution of the UN must 
succeed.
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Shortly after December 10th, the precise anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration, we will hold the 20th Sakharov Prize award ceremony. The 
UN, through its Secretary-General Kofi Annan received the prize in 2003. 
This year, as always, choosing one winner is not easy.

The work of human rights defenders, your work - our work, is also not 
easy. Courage and personal sacrifice are often the price you pay for your 
bravery.

I am glad therefore, that during these two days we have been able to give 
the floor to the human rights defenders in our Parliament.

Finally, let us remember that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
is not a Cold War relic. It is a text based on universal human values, 
drafted by experts from all continents and, most importantly, many
religions and philosophical traditions.

A few weeks ago, as part of our contribution to the year of Intercultural 
Dialogue, the Nobel Prize Winner, Wole Soyinka, was with us here in 
Brussels. He reminded us that we, on our different continents, do not live 
separately.

"a common humanity remains our eternal bond. And so, as an imperative 
of that bond, and in the spirit of the histories of affirmation that classes us 
part of the family of ethical values, we are obliged to insist on the 
adoption of a universal, minimal norm that does not admit of any form of 
relativism in rulership conduct. This does not require a re-invention of the 
wheel, since those who claim to be members of the world's community of 
nations, black, white, yellow or red, Christian, Moslem, Hindu or 
Bhuddist, are already signatories to that comprehensive document known 
as the DECLARATION OF FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS."

It is in this spirit of obligation that I have the honour to thank you for
being here today and to formally close this conference. 
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