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Hearing on human rights in Guatemala
following the elections and

presentation of the conclusions of the International Conference on the 10th 
anniversary of the Guatemala Peace Agreement

Summary
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Room PHS 01 A 002
European Parliament, Brussels

Mr Wolfgang Kreissl-Dörfler, Chief Observer of the EUEOM to Guatemala (PSE, DE)

Mr Kreissl-Dörfler summarised the main problems of the country in the field of human 
rights: 
The average number of killings per inhabitant is one of the highest in the world. Guatemala is
a key transit area for drugs, human trafficking, prostitution and organised crime.

The election campaign was accompanied by increased political violence. Several candidates 
were harassed, attacked and some even killed. As an example, three MPs of El Salvador were 
recently killed in Guatemala; the direct involvement of State security officers in this incident
was noted. Because of the climate of impunity perpetrators could feel confident to step up the 
killings.

The human resources of the national police are not sufficient to deal with these problems, 
especially in the field of the prevention and investigation of crimes. The use of the army for 
civil functions is inappropriate.

The main problem remains the lack of trust in the police, in the state institutions and the 
judicial system due to the enormous number of cases of corruption and the general climate of 
impunity.

Mainly thanks to international pressure, in December 2006, the UN and the Government set 
up the International Commission against Impunity in Guatemala. Some fear that Members 
and staff of this Commission will be in constant danger.

Feminicides and violence against women have their root causes in a male dominated society.
Discrimination against indigenous peoples continues to occur in various forms, especially in 
their involvement in political and social affairs.

Fernando Fernàndez Martín, member of EP EOM delegation (EPP-ED,ES)

The human rights and security situation in Guatemala is very worrying because of extreme 
violence caused by the "maras" which are gangs originally coming from the US and El 
Salvador. 

Besides these, the international adoption of children, who are sold to families in the US and 
on a smaller scale to Europe, remains a important business revenue for the intermediaries and 
for the corrupted administration. The income from this activity and from the use of the 
Guatemalan hotels by "future parents" constitutes a considerable part of the Guatemalan
economy.
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Concerning the election, Mr Fernàndez Martín underlined that the election-day in the second 
round was peaceful, incident-free and was characterized by good organization of the voting 
process, transparency and a massive participation.

Prompt and transparent management of the counting process, transmission and publication of 
preliminary results by the Supreme Electoral Tribunal (TSE) were in line with international 
best practices.

Civil society continued to play a significant role in terms of electoral observation through, 
inter alia, participation of various election observation groups.

Indigenous people did not vote in block, but they spread their vote proportionally to all the 
parties (in his opinion, however, they tend to vote for right wing parties).

Mr Martin Wolpold -Bosien from CIFCA-CIDSE y Grupo Sur

Mr Wolpold Bosien presented the conclusions of the International Conference on the 10th 
anniversary of the Guatemala Peace Agreement. 

Impunity, violence, hunger, disproportionate distribution of the land and discrimination of
indigenous people are the main causes that impede the fulfilment of the goals of the Peace 
Agreement. The level of hunger doubled in the last eleven years. The several governments did 
not tackle the structural problems of hunger. This problem is a challenge for the new 
government and for the international cooperation.

After ten years, social exclusion, discrimination and poverty of indigenous people did not 
improve. Only their cultural rights are more recognized by now.

Recommendations for the EP: 

1) To promote a clear and solid political dialogue with the new Guatemalan government in 
order to solve the structural obstacles, which block the achievement of the objectives of the 
Peace Agreement. 

2) To conduct a dialogue with the European Commission on the implementation of the 
cooperation strategy 2007-2013 for Guatemala.

3) To be aware that the negotiations for the Association Agreement should not be in conflict 
with the Peace Agreement and should contribute to the improvement of the human rights 
situation in the country.

Conclusions by Mr Raimon Obiols i Germà, Chair of the Delegation for Relations with 
Central America

Mr Obiols i Germà highlighted once again the issue of international adoption, which in fact 
implies more correctly international kidnapping of children. As positive sign, the US 
authorities have decided recently to stop their previously permissive approach to the adoption.

He stressed that Guatemala these days suffers from enormous inequalities. The poverty and 
hunger have increased whilst, at the same time, the demand for luxury goods by the wealthy
part of the society has soared.

It would be convenient to raise these issues again, when the Association Agreement is going 
to be discussed.


