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What is Lobbying ?
The English edition of Wikipedia defines Lobbying as “a concerted effort designed to achieve 
some result, typically from government authorities and elected officials.” In the Brussels con-
text, it is an effort to influence the policy setting and law-making process of EU Institutions.
This is perfectly legitimate as long as it respects all legal and ethical limitations and is done 
with due respect to good manners and the private sphere of the persons lobbied.

Is there a need for specific rules on lobbying EU Institutions ?
Periodically this question is raised, though more on abstract grounds than for specific reasons:
• When EP documents were available in hard-copy only, “lobbyists” had emptied a Com-

mittee room of nearly all the working papers before the MEPs arrived. 
• Some MEPs complain that lobbyists enter their offices without prior appointment.
• E-mail avalanches have already blocked the EP’s computer system.
• Public demonstrations have occurred, though without any serious incidents.
Steps have been taken to regulate the access to buildings, and the European Parliament has 
used this for the adoption of a code of conduct and the creation of a register.

The European Commission launched a European Transparency Initiative in 2005, which in-
cludes also a chapter on Lobbying. However, neither the Inter-Departmental Working Group 
Report nor the public debate on the basis of the Green Paper published in 2006 produced any 
evidence for a real need for regulating the activity of “Lobbying”.

The Commission proposals
Referring to public reactions to the Green Paper and the need to create full transparency, the 
Commission decided on 21 March 2007 to create a “Register of interest representatives”. 

While registration would (initially) be voluntary, registered Lobbyists that accept to respect a 
code of conduct would be alerted to consultation in specific areas and given the right to make 
submissions to internet consultations in the name of their organisations. 
The information required for registration would include whom a Lobbyist represents, what his 
objectives are, the funding sources and the turnover linked to lobbying EU Institutions, and a 
list of major clients. The code of conduct remains to be developed.

The proposals are ill prepared and not thought through. There is confusion with the subject of 
transparency of the use of EU funds given to certain lobby groups. Constructive critique and 
efforts by business organisations to bring some sense into the proposals has been refused by 
the Commissioner.

What makes sense ?

• A public register (best common to all EU Institutions) - by name of people and organisa-
tions – of all those who wish to be recognized as interest representatives.

• Registration must clearly identify the type, membership and/or ownership of the organisa-
tion and its purpose (NGO, business company, trade union, business association, philan-
thropic organisation, etc.).

• Registration should be combined with acceptance of a code of good conduct (like EP’s).
• Registered Lobbyists will receive permanent access cards where such cards are available 

and will be alerted of consultations or availability of on-line documents.


