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We thank the European Parliament for inviting us to make a short presentation here 
today and also for the initiative of organizing this hearing with the NGO sector.  EFAH 
is the representative platform for the cultural organizations and NGOs. 
 
In the French and Dutch rejections of the draft constitution which have to some extent 
necessitated this period of reflection, we saw legitimate anxieties that are as much 
about values and identities as they are about salaries, jobs and the economic 
principles that drive the European Union.  
 
We also feel that the rejection of the Constitutional Treaty by some countries reflects 
the lack of sustained and comprehensive debate on the EU at national level, based on 
a lack of express commitment of national leaders to the EU process, and so welcome 
this initiative of the European Parliament to give some focus and direction to this 
reflection period.  As a civil society platform representing the interests and values of 
the cultural sector, we believe that engaging in the debate on the future of the 
European Union is of great importance. 
 
EFAH’s platform has a contribution to make in this situation through the example of 
our own cultural practice; we want to build a better understanding of European 
potential, the advances it offers and those still to come. 
 
We believe that the arts and heritage sector plays a particular role in connecting 
citizens with Europe. We can manifest citizenship through collaborations that build 
trust. We can carve out public spaces of reflection, critique, and creativity, which forge 
intercultural competences so needed to transcend stereotypes.   We believe that 
artists and cultural operators need to reinforce their commitment to both the spirit and 
the letter of ‘ever closer union’. 
 
We would indeed like to make out of Europe something more meaningful than just a 
common market.  We are all unique human beings and citizens, not just anonymous 
consumers. We too envisage a civic project that will interconnect us and make us 
know, understand and trust each other better than now.  If Europe becomes an 
inclusive, integrated and polyphonic public space, we shall be able to carry out more 
of the border-crossing debates, overcome our ignorance and prejudices about each 
other, shape our common aspirations and gradually build our common values. Where 
else can those common aspirations and values be emerging than in cultural 
production? So, it is culture in every corner of Europe and across the continent that is 
a stepping-stone and an essential factor of the European project.  Europe needs much 
more public support on all levels of government for cultural platforms, mobility of 
cultural goods, ideas and operators, for international networks and cultural 
cooperation.   
 
We therefore particularly welcome item 24 of this committee’s resolution in urging the  
European Union to give much greater priority to cultural and educational polices, 
which could indeed give ‘life to the Constitutions formula of unity in diversity’ until now 
a rather static formulation implying primarily the equality of national cultures or 
identities in the EU.  Through prioritized cultural and educational policies, ‘Unity in 
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diversity’ could come to signify a commitment to cultural difference as a recognized 
common dynamic involving constant negotiation between all stakeholders. 
 
The Draft text of the Constitution not only preserved the important legal basis for 
cultural action and support at EU level, but further reinforced the ambition of an ever-
deepening Union, which has meaning for citizens.   The proposed European year of 
Intercultural dialogue in 2008, may also be an opportunity for increasing the 
recognition of the importance of culture across EU policies, leading to the 
mainstreaming of culture in EU policy making.  This provision is already enshrined in 
the current treaty under article 151.  Paragraph 4 of this article specifically calls for the 
“Community to take cultural aspects into account in its action under other provisions of 
[the] treaty, in particular in order to respect and to promote the diversity of its cultures.”  
This article, which fully respects the principle of subsidiarity,  was preserved in the 
draft text of the constitution and we will continue to support its full implementation in 
the future. 
 
We regret that the Union will see the forthcoming programming period with somewhat 
reduced funds.  We had actively campaigned for an increase to the budget of the EU’s 
culture programme, arguing for an increase from a mere 7 cents per EU citizen to 70 
cents per EU citizen.  Even 70 cents per EU citizen would still represent less than a 
0.05% investment from the total EU budget!  We are still far short of this still modest 
goal; if the European Union is to take the cultural aspect of European Integration 
seriously, it must give it serious means. 
 
Thank you again for this opportunity to present our sector’s concerns, we support the 
European Parliament’s efforts to promote debate and consultation during this period of 
reflection, and as an active member of the Civil Society Contact Group, and the EESC 
NGO Liaison group, we will continue our endeavors to demonstrate the critical role 
that the cultural sector must play in this process. 
 
Thank you 
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