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Views of the European Movement on the priority questions  
raised in  

the resolution of the European Parliament on the period of reflection 
[2005/2146(INI)] 

 

(i) What is the goal of European integration? 

The objective of the European Movement is to contribute to the establishment of a united, 
federal Europe founded on the respect of basic human rights, peace principles, and democratic 
principles of liberty and solidarity, as well as citizens’ participation.  

Thus the goal of European Integration should be, to implement and safeguard the above 
mentioned values. European integration should provide the European continent with an area 
of peace and justice, economic prosperity (through free exchange of goods, services, labour 
and capital, and through the development of regions), freedom and personal security, 
democracy, solidarity, unity in diversity and respect for human rights. Finally, it should 
enable the EU to speak with one voice in world affairs. 

This goal can best be achieved through the application of the principle of subsidiarity, 
implying the development of common institutions for functions that can best be performed at 
the Union level. 

(ii) What role should Europe have in the world? 

This role of Europe in the World should correspond with its values, economic power and 
population. This requires strengthening of its projection in the areas of foreign affairs, defence 
and security (including immigration policy), as well as finishing economic integration in the 
areas of free movement of labour and services. (NB: this can be done in a manner consistent 
with existing broader integration efforts, e.g. NATO or WTO.)  

The European Union has the potential to become the world’s greatest power for peace-
building and for promoting environmental security through the implementation of specific 
policies including: 

1. working to strengthen UN institutions; 
2. further strengthening the rule of law within the World Trade Organisation, designed to 

benefit countries at all stages of development; 
3. initiating the formation of a vanguard group of states supporting the Kyoto Protocol 

and committed to go beyond it through a long-term programme to cut CO2 emissions 
by more than half, with enough help for third world countries to apply technologies 
required for their sustainable development; 

4. increasing the Union’s aid budget, including enhanced support for the development of 
thriving social market economies, civil societies and democratic polities capable of 
playing a full part in the evolving global system; 

5. ensuring that the Euro provides a powerful counter-weight to the US dollar and thus 
an instrument for leading the way towards a just and efficient world monetary system; 

6. and developing a substantial military capacity to support the United Nations in peace-
keeping and peace-making operations. 
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(iii) In the light of globalisation, what is the future of the European social and 
economic model? 

Solidarity between citizens and the EU member states and social piece were the principle 
guidelines of the founding fathers of the Union expressed at the Congress of Europe in The 
Hague in 1948 and implemented for the Coal and Steel Community as from 1952 and later on 
in the Roman treaties and so forth. The different social economic models of the member states 
of the Union as well as the policies of the Union are based with different varieties on the 
principles of a social market economy. In so far one might talk of a “European social and 
economic model”.  

The European Union cannot run away from the process of globalisation. Member states face 
the challenges to restructure their respective economies by keeping a relatively high standard 
of social security. There are benefits in coordinating social policy reforms with other 
necessary reforms, especially for the countries in the Euro zone which share a common 
currency.  

Relatively high social security systems can only be guaranteed, if the Union as a whole will 
be able to achieve the goals of the “Lisbon agenda” and speak with one voice in world affairs. 

 

(iv) how do we define the boundaries of the European Union? 

We do not. The Union should not have geographic borders. If there is a problem for the Union 
to absorb new countries, it’s because its institutions need to be reformed. If we fix the 
European Union’s borders today, we will prematurely limit the spreading of democracy and 
the rule of law. 

Countries willing to enter on the conditions that have been applied already several times 
should be welcomed. However, these rules should be applied strictly and should not be bent 
for short-term political gain. 

 

(v) how do we enhance freedom, security and justice? 

To cope with the area of free movement of people goods and services and confronted with 
international crime and immigration, individual member states cannot tackle security and 
justice issues alone. Today the EU does not yet have enough powers to achieve an area of 
freedom, security and justice. Members of the EU should share more sovereignty at EU level 
in order to address these raising problems. 

 
(vi) how do we finance the Union? 

The Union should have its own sources of income to cover its operations. Depending on the 
unanimity of votes from the member states (which leads to horse trading and blackmailing) 
the Union will not be able to fulfil fully the tasks the citizens of Europe are expecting.  

 

Brussels, 12 April 2006 
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