
Citizens facing up the European Union. 
Summary of the Message to the Commission of Constitutional Affairs of the EP by the 

Permanent Forum of the civil society1 
by Daniel Spoel as spokesman2. 

 
Our hope is to stir a new wind of optimism across Europe. The instruments that we know and 
which enabled us to build the Union that we know, are no longer appropriate. The European 
Union is in crisis. And yet, if we are ready to change our mindset, willing to dare to adopt 
new paradigms and abandon the TINA3 scheme that led us into a dead-end, the European 
dream can still be within our reach, starting in 2006 
 
For the Forum and for many other kinetic energies of the civil society, the treaty is not the 
unique question preoccupying European citizens and the solution to the institutional crisis  
passes through a set of « added values » for the citizen. 
 
Three messages : 

1. No « empty period », 

2. A participatory democracy in progress, 

3. A time table up to 2009, in other words a roadmap which should be proposed by 

the Council in June 2006 and which should include  « some progress for the 

citizens »  at each step. 

A program in five points : 

• The Estates-General of Networks Europe in September 2006, during10 

months. 

• To set up a double security net : security in relation to the new risks of a 

resources war and a  plan B for the enlargement process. 

• The Interdependence Declaration, in Rome in March 2007. 

• A Convention III for the regulation by the Fundamental Rights and new 

progress indicators. 

• A real Constitution and its ratification by all the Europeans at the same time. 

 

With such an announcement in June 2006, we can achieve our European dream all together, 

let us give us a chance. 

                                                 
1 http://www.forum-civil-society.org. 
2 The current proposals are based on presentations and comments debated during a one-day conference in the 
European Parliament, on March 30 2006, organised by the Permanent Forum of Civil Society under the 
patronage of Andrew Duff MEP. Participants represented the Austrian Presidency, the European Commission, 
the European Parliament, the European Economic and Social Committee (employers groups and trade-unions) 
and civil society. The morning debates were chaired by A.Duff and the afternoon sessions by J. Quatremer, 
correspondent of the French daily newspaper Libération. 
3 TINA an acronym for “There is no alternative”. 
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