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No. 10 / 2008

Committee meeting, 1-2 December 2008, 
Brussels

Votes in committee

Opinions

Protection of consumers, in particular minors in use of 
video games
Own-initiative report (2008/2173(INI)
Draftsman: Ivo Belet (EPP-ED, BE)
Timetable foreseen: adoption in lead committee IMCO 
(February 09) (*) 

International Trade and the Internet
Own-initiative report
Draftswoman: Maria Badia i Cutchet (PES, ES)
Timetable foreseen: adoption in lead committee INTA 
(January 09) (*) 

Term of protection of copyright and related rights
Legislative opinion (codecision) (2008/0157(COD)
Draftsman: Christopher Heaton-Harris (EPP-ED, GB)
The draft opinion was adopted with amendments. 
The Committee insisted in particular on the fundamental role 
that collecting societies had to play in preserving cultural 
diversity, according to the principles stated in the UNESCO 
Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity. It also stressed 
the need to guarantee the protection of performers by fair 
contractual terms on transfer or assignment.
The Committee also asked the Commission to launch an 
impact assessment procedure to consider whether there was 
a need to extend the term of protection that currently applies 
in the audiovisual sector (artist performers, producers and 
broadcasters).
Timetable foreseen:  adoption in lead committee JURI 
(January 09) (*) 

(*) dates are subject to change

Web links on Europarl

COMMITTEE MEETING 
DOCUMENTS: all documents 
published for each 
committee meeting
CULT COMMITTEE WEBSITE:
check our announcements 
each week on our webpage

Forthcoming events

- 15 December 08, 6.30-8.30 
PM, Strasbourg (SDM S5): 
Extraordinary Committee 
meeting

- 19-20 January 09, 
Brussels: next committee 
meeting

Next meeting agenda, 
15 December 08

Items on the agenda of the 
meeting on Monday 15 
December, Strasbourg (SDM 
S5), 6.30-8.30 pm:
- Exchange of views with 

Vice-President Martinez 
Martinez on the House of 
European History Project

- Exchange of views with 
Commissioner Margot 
Wallström on information 
and communication policy

- Active dialogue with 
citizens on Europe (H 
Hegyi): consideration of 
draft report 
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On-going work

Reports

Language-learning, multilinguism and linguistic diversity
Own-initiative report (2008/2225(INI))
Rapporteur: Vasco Graça Moura (EPP-ED, PT)
V Graça Moura outlined his thoughts on this dossier. He will 
present his draft report in the course of the Committee 
meeting on 19-20 January 2009.
Timetable foreseen: consideration of draft report (19-
20/01/09), adoption in committee (16-17/02/09) (*)

Opinions

Equal treatment of persons irrespective of religion or 
belief, disability, age or sexual orientation
Legislative opinion (Consultation) 
2008/0140(CNS)
Draftswoman: Lissy Gröner (PSE, DE)
With her opinion, the draftswoman intends to introduce a 
number of new elements to the draft directive such as adding 
equal treatment irrespective of sex to broaden the scope of 
the directive and a definition of multiple discrimination. She 
also stresses explicitly the non-discriminatory access to media 
and education.
Timetable foreseen: deadline for amendments (09/12/08-
12.00), adoption in committee (19-20/01/09) (*) 

Better careers and more mobility: A European 
partnership for researchers
Own-initiative report (2008/2213(INI)
Draftsman: László Tőkés (Verts/ALE, RO)
The draftsman in his draft opinion refers to the importance of 
existing European tools to open recruitment of researchers, 
and that these tools are indispensable and will greatly 
contribute to open and transparent recruitment once 
transposed in all 27 Member States.
Timetable foreseen: deadline for amendments (08/12/08-
12.00), adoption in committee (19-20/01/09) (*) 

Small Business Act
Own-initiative report (2008/2237(INI)
Draftswoman: Helga Trüpel (Verts/ALE, DE)
The draftswoman highlights the importance of creative 
industries, which are mainly SMEs, for the European economy 
and proposes to include elements such as facilitating mobility 
of creative workers and simplifying access to finance for 
SMEs active in the creative and innovative field in the Small 
Business Act. She also suggests looking into reduced VAT 
rates for merit goods.
Timetable foreseen: deadline for amendments (08/12/08-
12.00), adoption in committee (19-20/01/09) (*) 

(*) dates are subject to change

CULT meetings in 2009, 
Brussels

Monday, 19 January, 15.00-
18.30
Tuesday, 20 January, 9.00-
12.30

Monday 16 February, 15.00-
18.30
Tuesday 17 February, 9.00-
12.30

Thursday 5 March, 9.00-12.30

Thursday 2 April, 15.00-18.30

Thursday 30 April, 15.00-18.30 
(TBC)

Constituent meetings in week 
30 TBC

Wednesday 2 September, 
15.00-18.30
Thursday 3 September, 9.00-
12.30

Monday 5 October, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday 6 October, 9.00-12.30

Monday 9 November, 15.00-
18.30
Tuesday 10 November, 9.00-
12.30

Monday 30 November, 15.00-
18.30
Tuesday 1 December, 9.00-
12.30
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Strengthening security and fundamental freedoms on the 
Internet
Own-initiative report (2008/2160(INI)
Draftsman: Manolis Mavrommatis (EPP–ED)
The draftsman presented his draft opinion, in which he 
underlined the need to respect fundamental freedoms on the 
Internet. In particular, measures must be taken to ensure that 
all the fundamental rights of persons are always safeguarded 
and protected. He also stressed that, due to their economic 
and cultural nature, cultural expressions should be protected 
from abuse on the Internet.
Timetable foreseen: deadline for amendments (10/12/08-
12.00), adoption in committee (19-20/01/09)

(*) dates are subject to change

Exchanges of views

Presentation of the outcomes of the French Presidency: 
exchange of views with Valérie Pécresse (Minister for 
Higher Education and Research) and Xavier Darcos 
(Minister for Education) on 2 December
The speeches by the ministers on the achievements of the French 
Presidency are available on the CULT website (Publications 
section):
Speech X Darcos
Speech V Pécresse

Joint Committee Meeting on "Education 
and Culture", 8 December 08

The cooperation between the European Parliament and the National 
Parliaments was once again a success. The Joint Committee 
Meeting on Education and Culture offered a valuable opportunity for 
an in-depth discussion between MEPs and their counterparts in 
France, together with Members of parliaments in the Member States 
and in applicant countries.
The meeting was co-chaired by Katerina Batzeli, Chairwoman of the 
European Parliament's Committee on Culture and Education and 
Bernadette Bourzai, Secretary of the European Affairs Committee 
and Member of the Cultural Affairs Committee of the French Senate.
During the first part of the meeting, Commissioner Orban presented 
the recent communication on multilingualism, followed by 
presentations by V Graça Moura (MEP) and M Badia (MEP). After 
these presentations, several Members of national parliaments took 
the floor for a questions and answers session.
Around 17.00 p.m the exchange of views with Commissioner 
Viviane Reding on cultural diversity, media and information took 
place. The Commissioner spoke about EUROPEANA, the digital 
European library that gives Europe's citizens wider access to their 
own culture and to other cultures also. After her presentation, Henri 
Weber (MEP) made his own presentation followed by a debate with 
the national MPs.

Hearings & Delegations 
in 2009

 Public Hearing on "Youth 
Participation in the EU", 
16 February 09 (pm)

 Public Hearing on "The 
Role of public 
broadcasters", 5 March 
09 (am)

 Delegation to Linz 
(Austria), date to be 
confirmed
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Cultural Diversity Day, 2 December 08

This year's edition of the European Parliament Cultural Diversity 
Day took place on 2 December in Brussels and focused on "Cultural 
Diversity: Encounters between the European Union and the United 
States". The event was opened by Katerina Batzeli, Chairwoman of 
the Culture Committee, and Jean-Marc Séré-Charlet, advisor for 
international affairs to Christine Albanel, French Minister for Culture 
and Communication.

The first part of the programme was dedicated to European and US 
cultural policies.
Louise Oliver, Permanent Representative of the United States of 
America to UNESCO, spoke for the first time publicly on the 
negotiations on the UNESCO Convention on the Protection and 
Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions, in which she 
participated. She also highlighted the American approach to culture,
which differs from the EU cultural policies. 
Gregory Paulger, representing the Commission (DG INFSO), 
retraced the development of European culture policy and highlighted 
key steps such as the TV without frontiers directive, the Uruguay 
Round audiovisual negotiations and, finally, the creation of Article 
151 par. 4 on cultural aspects in all policies in the Treaties of 
Maastricht and Amsterdam, which embodies the belief in cultural 
diversity.
Yvon Thiec (Eurocinema / INCD Europe) stressed the two strands of 
the UNESCO Convention: the protection of cultural diversity and the 
cooperation with non-Member States to develop their collective 
cultural preferences, which should be further deepened. His 
conclusion was that Europe should become an actor in international 
relations and that "geoculture" should be included in geopolitics.

In the second part, on the economics of culture in question, Claude 
Frisoni (Director general of the Centre Culturel de rencontre 
de l'Abbaye de Neumünster) emphasized that culture financing in 
Europe is based on a balance between public, private financing and 
the market. It seems impossible to copy the US model in Europe.
Istvan Szabo (European Federation for national associations of 
television and cinema directors) underlined the role of the cinema 
for the expression of identities, the responsibility of the providers on 
content, the need to address piracy and author's rights issues in the 
cultural field.
Luciana Castellina, former Chairwoman of the Culture Committee in 
the 90s, now writer and journalist, reiterated the core of the 
UNESCO Convention where culture is not a good like the others. 
Digitalization gives a chance to disseminate culture worldwide but 
some copyright issues are still to be solved.
Finally, Ambassador Oliver welcomed the atmosphere of a debate 
with mutual understanding and respect, stating that the US and 
Europe, with different systems, approaches and different ways of 
achieving a common goal, share the goal of global diversity of 
culture.
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