
CULT News
Newsletter of the European Parliament's Committee on Culture and Education

1

No. 9 / 2008

Web Links

COMMITTEE MEETING DOCUMENTS: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2004_20
09/organes/cult/cult_meetinglist.htm#

NEW COMMITTEE WEBSITE:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committe
es/homeCom.do?body=CULT&language=EN

Committee meeting, 5-6 November 2008, 
Brussels

Votes in committee

Opinions

Delivering lifelong learning for knowledge, 
creativity and innovation - implementation 
of the "Education & Training 2010 work 
programme"
Own-initiative report
Rapporteur: Ljudmila Novak (EPP-ED, 
SL)
The Committee adopted the draft report by a large 
majority. The rapporteur emphasises the 
important role of families in the education system 
and that social services and supporting facilities 
should be guaranteed to all students and workers 
with families.
Timetable foreseen: adoption in plenary
(December II, 2008) (*)

Media Literacy in a digital world
Own-initiative report
Rapporteur: Christa Prets (PSE, AT)
Based on the assumption that a pluralist society 
needs media-literate citizens, the final report says 
media education should become a compulsory 
element in school curricula and be taught in a way 
that covers traditional as well as new forms of 
media. Parents should pay attention to how their 
children use the media; and teachers should 
receive the necessary training. As regards digital 
media, issues of copyright and right to 

informational self determination should be taken 
into account. The question of physical access to 
broadband networks also needs to be addressed. 
For senior citizens and the handicapped, new 
media can offer useful services. The Commission 
is requested to come forward with a 
recommendation on media literacy, together with 
an action plan.
Timetable foreseen: adoption in plenary
(December II, 2008) (*)

A Special Place for Children in EU 
External Action
Own-initiative report
Draftswoman: Ljudmila Novak (EPP-ED, 
SL)
Timetable foreseen: adoption in lead committee 
DEVE (21 January 09) (*)

(*) dates are subject to change

On-going work

Reports

Active Dialogue with citizens on Europe
Own-initiative report
Rapporteur: Gyula Hegyi (PSE, HU)
A first exchange of views took place in the 
Committee on this initiative report, which will 
consider the EU's communication and information 
activities, in particular in the light of the 
upcoming 2009 European elections.
Timetable foreseen: consideration of draft report 
(1-2 December 08), adoption in committee (16-17 
February 08) (*)

Community participation in the European 
Audiovisual Observatory
Own-initiative report
Rapporteur: Ivo Belet (EPP-ED, BE)
I Belet emphasised that the Observatory is the 
only pan-European public service organisation, 
gathering and distributing detailed information on 
the European audiovisual industry. He also 
encourages the Observatory to extend its activities 
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to cover the latest challenges created by media 
convergence and technological innovation by 
giving more attention to online audiovisual 
services. 
Timetable foreseen: deadline for amendments (17 
November 08), adoption in committee (19-20 
January 09) (*)

Opinions

Protection of consumers, in particular 
minors in use of video games
Own-initiative report
Draftsman: Ivo Belet (EPP-ED, BE)
The draftsman supports the Commission's 
proposal to introduce a pan-European code of 
conduct in order to prevent the sale of video 
games harmful to minors. Nevertheless in his 
draft opinion, he also highlighted the educational 
advantages of video games in developing 
children's skills.
Timetable foreseen: deadline for amendments (10 
November 08), adoption in committee (1-2 
December 08) (*)

International Trade and the Internet
Own-initiative report
Draftswoman: Maria Badia i Cutchet 
(PES, ES)
The draftswoman explained in her draft opinion 
how the Internet became an essential tool for 
promoting culture and languages while bringing a 
new approach to the production, consumption and 
dissemination of cultural goods and services
which could improve cross-cultural understanding 
on the basis of free and fair access. She
underlined the need to respect the UNESCO 
Convention on the protection and promotion of 
cultural expressions.
Timetable foreseen: deadline for amendments (11 
November 08), adoption in committee (1-2 
December 08) (*)

Term of protection of copyright and 
related rights
Legislative opinion (codecision)
Draftsman: Christopher Heaton-Harris 
(EPP-ED, GB)
C Heaton-Harris presented his draft opinion on 
the Commission proposal which aims to improve 
the social situation of performers, in particular 
session musicians, by extending the period of 
protection of their performances. The draftsman is 
supportive of the Commission proposal in general 
but drew attention to the fact that some proposals 

could make artists and performers worse off: these 
should be amended in order to ensure fair and 
consistent remuneration of performers. 
Timetable foreseen: deadline for amendments (10 
November 08), adoption in committee (1-2 
December 08) (*)

(*) dates are subject to change

Exchanges of views

In the context of the Parliament's "Arab 
Week": 

on the "1001 Inventions" (Muslim 
heritage in our world) exhibition with 
Salim Al-Hassani (University of 
Manchester) and Ian Fenn (Burnage 
Media Arts College, Manchester) on 6 
October

on recent developments in higher 
education in the Arab world and in 
Europe with Ms Abu Khalid 
(sociologist and writer, Saudi Arabia) 
and Mohammad Wassel (Ministry of 
Higher Education, Syria)

on the European Youth Week plenary 
session, with youth representatives, Micha 
Poszvek (World Organisation of the Scout 
Movement) and Jaakko Weuro (European 
Youth Forum) on 6 October
In the context of the European Youth Week, the 
Committee had co-organised (with the European 
Commission) on the morning of 5 November a 
large-scale debate with representatives of youth 
NGOs. In addition to a number of Members from 
the CULT Committee, Vice-Presidents KRATSA 
and ONESTA had spoken in the debate. The main 
topics for discussion had been new ways to 
involve young people in policy-formulation and 
the EU political processes; and young people's 
contribution to the European Year of Intercultural 
Dialogue in 2008 and beyond. M PSOZVEK 
(World Organisation of the Scout Movement) and 
J WEURO (European Youth Forum) presented 
the conclusions which emerged from the debate 
and their views of the possible future direction of 
European youth policy.
Final outcomes as presented in the Committee are 
available online at:
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activitie
s/cont/200811/20081117ATT42140/20081117AT
T42140EN.pdf

with Anton Balazek (Mayor of Lendava 
municipality, Slovenia), Gabriel Amer
Amer, (Delegate of the Government of the 
Balearic Island in Brussels), Katherine 
Sarikakis (Director of the Centre for 
International Communications Research), 
Michel Thomas Penette (Director of the 
European Institute of Cultural Routes, 
Luxembourg) during the Public Hearing 
on "A Bridge between cultures in the EU 
regions"
Presentations by experts and the Commission are 
available online at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committe
es/hearingsCom.do?body=CULT&language=EN

Next meeting, 1-2 December 2008

Among the points likely to be discussed are:

Monday 1 December:
 Language-learning, multilingualism and 

linguistic diversity (V Graça Moura): 
exchange of views

 Equal treatment of persons irrespective of 
religion or belief, disability, age or sexual 
orientation (L Gröner): consideration of 
draft opinion

 Better careers and more mobility: A 
European partnership for researchers (L 
Tokés): consideration of draft opinion

 Small Business Act (H Trüpel): 
consideration of draft opinion

 Strengthening security and fundamental 
freedoms on the Internet (M 
Mavrommatis): consideration of draft 
opinion

 Coordinators' meeting

Tuesday 2 December:
 Protection of minors in use of video 

games (I Belet): vote
 Term of protection of copyright and 

related rights (C Heaton-Harris): vote
 International trade and the Internet (M 

Badia): consideration of draft opinion
 Presentation of the outcomes of the 

French presidency: exchange of views 
with Valérie Pécresse (Minister for 

Higher Education and Research) and 
Christine Albanel (Minister for Culture 
and Communication)

The final version of the draft agenda will be 
published on www.europarl.europa.eu a few days 
before the meeting. 

Forthcoming events

 Cultural Diversity Day: 2 December 
(15.00-18.30), European Parliament, 
Brussels (Jozsef Antall J04O100 
meeting room)

This year's edition of the Cultural Diversity 
Day will focus on "Cultural Diversity: 
Encounters between the EU and the US". 
During the first part, the European and US 
cultural policies, including the UNESCO 
Convention on the Protection and Promotion 
of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions, will 
be highlighted. During the second part, the 
experts will debate on the economics of 
culture in question in both the EU and the US.
More information will be available soon on 
the CULT website.

Practical information to attend the 
Cultural Diversity Day: if you do not 
have an access badge to the EP, please 
send a request to ip-
CULT@europarl.europa.eu by 26 
November at the latest, with your 
firstname and surname, date of birth and 
place of residence. We will organise your 
access.

 Joint Committee Meeting with the 
French national Parliament
(Assemblée nationale et Sénat), 8 
December 2008.

CULT meetings in 2009, Brussels

Monday, 19 January, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 20 January, 9.00-12.30

Monday 16 February, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday 17 February, 9.00-12.30

Thursday 5 March, 9.00-12.30

Thursday 2 April, 15.00-18.30
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Thursday 30 April, 15.00-18.30 (TBC)

Constituent meetings in week 30 TBC

Wednesday 2 September, 15.00-18.30
Thursday 3 September, 9.00-12.30

Monday 5 October, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday 6 October, 9.00-12.30

Monday 9 November, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday 10 November, 9.00-12.30

Monday 30 November, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday 1 December, 9.00-12.30
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