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Le Président Sifunakis, réélu au Parlement grec, quittera le 
Parlement européen  

Lors du scrutin parlementaire en Grèce le 16 septembre, M. 
Nikolaos Sifunakis (PSE/GR) a été réélu Député au Parlement 
grec, mandat qu'il occupa déjà de juin 1989 à mars 2004. De 
1994 à 2004, il fut également successivement Secrétaire d'Etat 
à la culture, Ministre du Tourisme et Ministre de l'Egée. 
Depuis son élection au Parlement européen, il exerça le poste 
de Président de la commission de la culture et de l'éducation, 
tâche dont il s'acquittait rigoureusement et objectivement. Il 
fut rapporteur sur plusieurs rapports, en particulier sur la 
proposition de règlement du Parlement européen et du Conseil 

relatif à la production et au développement de statistiques sur l'éducation et la formation tout au 
long de la vie (qui sera voté en séance plénière le 25 septembre 2007) et, surtout, sur la protection 
du patrimoine naturel, architectural et culturel européen dans les zones rurales et les régions 
insulaires. Cette dernière initiative est également, partiellement, à l'origine de la proposition de la 
Commission de la création de l'Annee européenne de la créativité et de l'innovation 2009. Début 
2007, il organisa une délégation de la commission CULT à l'île de Lesvos (voir photo ci-dessous, 
prise au Musée de la Forêt pétrifiée qu'il inaugura en 1994).

Dans son action politique, M. Sifunakis a témoigné d'un vif 
intérêt pour la sauvegarde du patrimoine culturel et 
artistique en Europe. Il a également réussi a créer des 
relations chaleureuses et efficaces avec les quatre 
Commissaires couverts par sa commission: Mme 
Wallström (stratégie de communication), Mme Reding 
(Média), M Figel (éducation, culture, jeunesse, sport) et M 
Orban (multilinguisme). L'élection du nouveau président de 
commission aura lieu dans les meilleurs délais. Jusque là, la 
présidence de la commission sera assumée par le 1er Vice-
Président, M. Pal Schmitt (PPE/HU).
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PRESENTATIONS IN COMMITTEE

Study on "Islam in the European Union: What's at stake in the future" 
Felice Dassetto and Brigitte Maréchal 

(Cismoc/Ciscow - Louvain la Neuve University)

According to some members, the liveliest session of the Culture and Education Committee this 
year was the 90 minute debate on Islam in the EU and the key issues that it raises.  As a number 
of Members commented during theoften controversial discussion, the morning of 11 September 
was a relevant - and poignant - date indeed to debate the contributions and challenges that Islam 
and the integration of its followers present for European policy and decision-makers.

The debate was stimulated by the study paper 'Islam in the European Union: What's at stake in the 
future?' commissioned by the committee and produced by the Policy Department B of Directorate 
General Internal Policies. Two authors of the report, F. Dassetto and B. Maréchal, of the Catholic 
University of Louvain-la-Neuve's CISMOC centre ("Centre interdisciplinaire d'études de l'Islam 
dans le monde contemporain") had travelled to Luxembourg to present their findings. The report 
emphasises a number of key points, including:
- Islam in Europe is very diverse: there is no single 'Islam' and Muslims vary considerably, both 
in terms of their national and linguistic origins, their uneven distribution across Europe and 
indeed the varying degrees of importance accorded to their faith in daily life;
- Representative Muslim leaders are rare and leadership is only in the process of being 
constituted, with perhaps the greatest challenge for the future of a 'European Islam' being the 
creation of a European Muslim intellectual elite that does not come from without, but which is 
more anchored in European values and traditions (including the creation of Muslim higher 
education institutions in Europe);
- Muslim populations are still in the process of taking full possession of their rights in the 
European public space, with more understanding of key concepts such as democracy needed;
- European legal systems already have available the necessary instruments to deal with the 
issues raised by the presence of Muslim communities in Europe, although there clearly remains
much that still needs addressing;
- Analysis does not confirm the assumption that Islam is incompatible with democracy and 
the secular state;
- Greater mutual understanding and appreciation is needed both on the part of Muslims and non-
Muslims in order to foster integration.

Members quizzed the authors on their opinions and the research that informed them, from a wide 
number of political and cultural perspectives.  The experts went to considerable length to 
underline that their study was not steeped in political correctness, but that it presented an in-
depth, down to earth, pan-European analysis of the challenge that integrating Muslims and non-
Muslims across the EU presents. The challenges, they emphasised, were more social than 
religious in nature, and an objective analysis is a very important basis for tackling them.
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The question of identity was never far away from the debate, with 'who are Europe's Muslims?' 
and 'who speaks for them?' stimulating protracted exchanges, with the experts re-emphasising that 
'a reciprocal critical debate' was needed. With her knowledge of South East Europe, Mrs Pack 
(EPP-ED, Germany) emphasised that the European Muslims who were most likely to have a 
European and a Muslim identity were at the indigenous Muslim communities in the Balkans. 
Helga Trüpel (Greens/EFA, Germany) also stressed the external dimension, underlining that EU-
Enlargement and Turkey's candidate status for EU membership made the issue all the more 
pertinent. Indeed, how to reconcile the EU's fundamental rights and values as enshrined in the 
acquis communautaire, with the perceived concept of Muslim values, was a key feature of many 
exchanges.

Given the particular responsibilities of the Committee, Members chose to highlight a number of 
key areas such as inter-cultural dialogue and what the rising numbers of Muslim children and 
students meant for European education systems, from the primary to tertiary sectors.  Of 
particular resonance and concern to many Members were issues arising from the participation of 
Muslim children in European state school education, across the Member States, with high-profile 
topics such as head-scarves and the participation of Muslim children in school swimming lessons 
dominating. How to approach the funding of Islamic studies centres in the EU, a key point of the 
study, also drew much attention. Similarly, tolerance and mutual tolerance, especially of different 
faith communities places of worship (both inside an outside the Union) drew comments from Mr 
Takkula (ALDE, Finland), among others.

The key recommendations of the study include:

- Action should be taken, including giving Islam a 'sound legal status in EU countries' to allow 
Muslim communities to integrate fully into the European model of relations between States and 
religions, both applying existing norms in each national system and developing new approaches 
to more sensitive cultural and religious issues;
- Europe must move beyond 'relatively passive cohabitation' of religions and cultures, and for the 
development of greater mutual respect, reciprocity and 'reciprocal co-inclusion'; the EU can 
spearhead a drive to 'reinvent inter-culturalism' across society;
- The EU can play an important role in promoting the development of tolerant and open 
Islam, including through (i) promoting research and greater knowledge of Islam, coordinated at a 
European level; (ii) exchanging know-how and best practice between MS on how to deal with 
difficult cultural-religious questions; (iii) supporting the translation and diffusion of important 
European reference works that are key to the values on which the EU is founded.

In the end, there was a consensus that the debate was far from closed and the topic was far from 
exhausted. The Committee will resume the discussion at a later stage.

The full report in English is available at the following web links:
Islam in the European Union: What's at stake in the future?' EN 
L’Islam dans l’Union Européenne: quel enjeu pour l’avenir? FR
Islam in der Europäischen Union: was steht für die Zukunft auf dem Spiel? DE
L'Islam nell'Unione Europea: che cosa ci Riserva il futuro? IT

A complete Executive Summary of the study in 17 EU languages is available: Multilingual 
Executive Summary 'Islam in the European Union'

For more information please contact:
constanze.itzel@europarl.europa.eu or  paul.emmett@europarl.europa.eu
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Exchange of views on Transfrontier cooperation between Universities

Following an initiative of Mr. Ivo Belet (EPP-ED), the Committee held an extensive exchange of 
views with Dr. Jo Ritzen, President of the University of Maastricht and former Dutch Minister of 
Education, and Dr. Christiane Gaehtgens, Secretary General of  the German Rectors' 
Conference/Hochschulrektorenkonferenz (HRK). 

The main subjects addressed during the speakers' presentations related to the major obstacles to 
cross boarder-cooperation and which measures should be taken to address them.

Dr. Jo Ritzen stressed that, in order to remove obstacles, trans-frontier, inter-university 
collaboration is essential. He also emphasised that universities must deal first and foremost with 
their own internal barriers and obstacles, notably by simplifying a wide range of their internal 
procedures. He recommended, among other things, the establishment of a European Statute as a 
framework for trans-national collaboration, hand in hand with a revitalisation of the Bologna 
process.

Dr. Christiane Gaehtgens considered that a "European statute:
- can help create a common ground for trans-frontier cooperation between universities;
- bear the risk of over-regulation in already over-regulated, heterogeneous systems;
- should be designed to promote transparency, accountability and compatibility at European, 
national and institutional level;
- should respect subsidiarity;
- will have to be based on a common understanding of excellence and values in academic 
teaching and research."

For more information please contact: rita.soares@europarl.europa.eu

Brèves 
In Brief 

Statistics on education and lifelong learning

On Monday 27 August, the Committee on Culture and Education unanimously adopted the report 
by Mr. Nikolaos Sifunakis (PSE), Chairman of the Committee, on a legislative regulation 
concerning the production and development of statistics on education and lifelong learning. 

The production at Community level of comparable statistics and indicators on education, training 
and lifelong learning is becoming increasingly important for the EU. These are needed to monitor 
progress towards achieving the Lisbon objectives and to support the open method of coordination 
in the context of the ‘Education and Training 2010’ work programme.

All measures required to implement this regulation, including measures to take account of 
economic and technical developments concerning the collection, transmission and processing of 
the data, are to be adopted in accordance with the comitology procedure, the so called "regulatory 
procedure with scrutiny" which gives the Parliament a right to veto. This new comitology 
procedure was added in July 2006 by the Council decision (2006/512/EC) to the existing 
comitology procedures (1999/468/EC). 

An agreement with the Council was reached at 1st reading. This should be confirmed during the 
vote in Plenary scheduled for 25th September.

For more information please contact: rita.soares@europarl.europa.eu
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Report on "The role of Sport in Education"

By a large majority the Committee adopted the report by Pál Schmitt (EPP-ED) on "The role of 
sport in education". This report takes up the findings of a study, a public hearing and the 
evaluation report on the 2004 European Year of Education through Sport. It enlists a number of 
deficits in the area of physical education for children, the most important one being the lack of 
commitment shown by Member States in supporting continuous and adequate physical education 
throughout primary and secondary school. In practical terms, there are many shortcomings due to 
the lack of specialised teachers, infrastructure and a general feeling that sport is less important 
than other subjects. 

The report highlights the fact that physical education is the only subject which is designed to 
support the physical development of children thanks to which it can be an important tool to 
promote physical well being and tackle health issues such as overweight. It also has a big 
potential in terms of transmitting social values such as respect for others, team spirit and fair play. 
Many interesting projects have been developed by the EU but due to the missing legal basis that 
allows for a more coherent European approach to sport these actions are remaining somewhat 
patchwork. However, efforts on European level to discuss matters related to sport and education 
should continue and be linked closer to the issues of health and nutrition. 
The adoption of the report in Plenary is scheduled for November.

For more information please contact: juergen.ditthard@europarl.europa.eu

CULT opinion on the 2008 budget: Section III - Commission

The Committee adopted its opinion on the budget 2008 as well as a number of amendments on 
the EU's budget for 2008. Education, culture, media and communication being the main areas 
for which considerable amounts are foreseen, draftsperson Helga Trüpel (Greens/ALE) 
thoroughly analyzed the proposals made by the Commission and the subsequent modifications 
by the Council. 

The Council had cut a number of budget lines in the area of education and culture, namely for 
the multi-annual programmes such as Lifelong Learning and Culture 2007. Ms Helga Trüpel 
restored the amounts originally provided for by the Commission and increased the budget for the 
programmes Youth in Action and Europe for Citizens. These two programmes together with an 
increase in the budget lines for communication policy are meant to prepare the ground for the 
ratification process of the new Treaty and the upcoming European elections in 2009. Also, the 
committee agreed to put forward the idea of a new pilot project aiming at Media cooperation with 
third countries following the principles of the Media programme.

The Committee, by an overwhelming majority, decided to delete any budget for the European 
Institute of Technology arguing that no funds from the Lifelong Learning programme should be 
diverted to finance this project. 

A number of smaller pilot projects were endorsed, such as a mobility scheme for artists as well as 
programmes on sport and disability and on media literacy.

The first reading in Plenary will take place on 25 October. It is prepared by the Committee on 
Budget which gives its opinion on all the amendments tabled. Amendments which were rejected 
by the Budgets Committee can only be tabled by a committee or at least 40 Members.

For more information please contact: juergen.ditthard@europarl.europa.eu
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Adult learning: It is never too late to learn

The rapporteur, Mrs. Doris Pack (PPE-DE), presented a working document on Adult Learning.  
This document will serve as a base for her initiative report. 

Mrs. Pack states in the document that education and training can no longer be confined to school 
and post school years: it needs to be updated and extended throughout people's working lives; it is 
a life-long process.  She also stressed that education and especially adult learning contribute to 
personal growth, self-esteem, active citizenship, social inclusion and intercultural dialogue.

For more information please contact: rita.soares@europarl.europa.eu

L’interopérabilité des services de télévision numérique interactive

Henri Weber (PSE) a présenté son rapport sur "l'interopérabilité des services de télévision 
numérique interactive basé sur une communication de la Commission sur le même sujet qui, elle, 
s'inscrit dans le cadre de la directive relative aux réseaux et services de communications 
électroniques de 2002. Dans cette directive il est prévu que la Commission veille sur le 
développement des services de la TV numérique interactive. La question de l'interactivité fait 
partie de la transition de l'analogique au numérique des médias et des technologies de 
communication. 

Or, le développement des services interactifs reste inferieures aux attentes des experts il y a 
quelques ans. Jusqu'à présent, les consommateurs n'ont pas encore montré un intérêt élevé dans 
les possibilités offertes par ces services. M. Weber favorise la promotion de normes ouvertes 
européennes sans les imposer.

Il rajoute que dans le monde médiatique d'aujourd'hui - caractérisé par le débordement des offres 
plutôt que par leur manque -, le spectateur doit être au centre des préoccupations, afin de le mettre 
en mesure d'utiliser consciemment les possibilités que lui sont offertes. Le rapport sera voté en 
commission lors de la réunion du 4 octobre 2007.

Plus d'info: juergen.ditthard@europarl.europa.eu

Towards common Principles of Flexicurity: More and better jobs through flexibility 
and security 

Mr. Giovanni Berlinguer (PES) presented his draft opinion on Flexicurity. He advocated the need 
for a comprehensive approach to flexicurity which aims to maintain and improve social equality, 
job protection, gender equality, good quality of jobs and collective bargaining. 

He also stressed the right of access to Lifelong Learning, and the recognition and transferability 
of formal, non-formal and informal education and competences, all of which constitute crucial 
elements that help individuals make transitions from job to job.

For more information please contact: rita.soares@europarl.europa.eu
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DIVERSE INFO 

Hearing on 
"The results of the Bologna 

Process"
on 4 October

DRAFT PROGRAMME

15.00 – 15.10 Opening and Introduction

- Opening by the Chairman Nikolaos Sifunakis

- Introduction by Ms. Doris Pack (Rapporteur)

European Commission representatives can participate to all parts of the Hearing.

15.10 - 15.40 Part I - The Bologna Process

a) Overview - From Bologna to London

b) Promoting Bologna

Presentation by Ms. Anita Lehikoinen, Councillor for higher education, Ministry of 
Education, Finland, (10 min.)

Presentation by Mr. Martin Prchal, Chief Executive of the European Association of 
Conservatoires (AEC), (10 min.)

Presentation by Mr. David Crosier, Senior programme manager, European 
 University Association, (10 min.)

15.40 - 16.10       Debate

16.10 - 16.40 Part II - The Mobility  

 a)  Promoting the mobility of students and staff

b)  Identification of the main obstacles

Presentation by Prof. Karin Stempel, Chairwoman of the conference of directors of 
the German academies of art, (10 min.)

Presentation by Mr. David Crosier, Senior programme manager, European 
University Association, (10 min.)

Presentation by Prof. George Bambiniotis, President of Hellenic Foundation for 
Culture, (10 min.)
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16.40 - 17.10        Debate

17.10 - 17.40 Part III - The Results 

a)  Lessons learned 

b) Priorities in the Bologna process

Presentation by Prof. George Bambiniotis, President of Hellenic Foundation for 
Culture, (7 min.)

Presentation by Ms. Anita Lehikoinen,  Councillor for higher education, Ministry of 
Education, Finland, (7 min.)

Presentation by Prof. Karin Stempel, Chairwoman of the conference of directors of 
the German academies of art, (7 min.)

Presentation by Mr. Martin Prchal, Chief Executive of the European Association of 
Conservatoires (AEC), (7 min.)

17.40 -18.10      Debate

18.10 - 18.30 Conclusions

- Remarks by the European Commission

- Conclusions by Ms. Doris Pack (Rapporteur)

- Closing of the Hearing by the Chairman

For more information go to: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/hearings/default_en.htm

***

Il y a un an 

Il y a un an, Vicenç Santalo i Burrull nous quittait. Il fut Director de l'Oficina de 
Dret Comparat i de Relacions Interparlamentaries du Parlament de Catalunya, 
avant de rejoindre le secrétariat de la commission de la culture et de l'éducation 
en tant qu'expert national détaché. Il nous manque.

Nodreix l'amor de pensaments i absència,
i així traurà meravellosa flor;
Joan Maragall
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Committee CULT Secretariat 
(situation on 16-09-2007)

For more information please contact: IP-CULT@europarl.europa.eu
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