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Sub-Committee on Ireland’s Future in the 
European Union

Work Programme

The Sub-Committee on Ireland’s future in the European Union was established by 

orders of the Dáil and Seanad to;

- analyse the challenges facing Ireland in the European Union (EU) following the 
Lisbon Treaty Referendum result;

- consider Ireland’s future in the EU including in relation to economic and financial 
matters, social policy, defence and foreign policy and our influence within the 
European Institutions;

- make recommendations to enhance the role of the Houses of the Oireachtas in EU 
affairs;

- consider measures to improve public understanding of the EU and its fundamental 
importance for Ireland’s future;

The Sub-Committee meeting in Private Session considered its Orders of Reference and 

agreed a Work Programme.  In this regard the Sub-Committee has ordered its work into 

four Modules and has identified the issues to be examined and outlined the aims of each 

one as follows;

Module I: Role of the Oireachtas in EU Affairs 

ISSUES TO BE 
EXAMINED 

 What is the current role of the Oireachtas in EU & is it 
effective? 

 What is the experience of other Member State 
parliaments and can any lessons be learnt?

 How can the Oireachtas enhance its role and deepen 
public engagement in the EU?

 What has been the impact of the development of EU 
integration on the role of national parliaments? 
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AIM Corresponding Remit: 
- make recommendations to enhance the role of the Houses 

of the Oireachtas in EU affairs
An assessment of the current role of the Oireachtas both in 
terms of the scrutiny of draft EU law (EU Scrutiny Act 2002) 
and the transposition of EU law by either primary or 
secondary legislation, its general oversight role in respect of 
EU affairs as well as its more general role in raising the level 
of public engagement with the EU. Drawing on this 
assessment and  on the experiences of other national 
parliaments in the EU, to make recommendations on what 
improvements, if any, can be made to how the Houses of 
Oireachtas deals with EU business and how its role can be 
enhanced, especially with the important principle of 
subsidiarity in mind. 

Module II: Challenges facing Ireland & implications of 
the Lisbon Treaty referedum Result

ISSUES TO BE 
EXAMINED 

 What is the impact of the changed economic and 
political context since the Lisbon Treaty referendum? 

 What are the implications for Ireland following the 
referendum result in respect of: 

- business/economy
- agriculture

- Ireland’s influence abroad and within the EU, in 
particular the European Council, the European 
Commission, the European Parliament, the 
Council of Ministers and the European Court of 
Justice

AIM Corresponding Remit:
- analyse the challenges facing Ireland in the European 

Union (EU) following the Lisbon Treaty Referendum 
result

An analysis of the challenges facing Ireland following the 
Lisbon Treaty referendum result and the implications, if 
any, of the result for Ireland in respect of a number of 
important areas. Specifically, an assessment of the impact 
of the referendum result may have on (i) the business and 
economic situation in Ireland; (ii) the agriculture sector in 
the context of world trade negotiations and other related 
areas; and (iii) the capacity of Ireland to influence policy 
within the EU and on the world stage. Specific reference to 
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Ireland’s influence within the key EU institutions – the 
European Commission, the European Parliament, the 
Council of Ministers and the European Court of Justice

Module III (A): Ireland’s Future Approach to EU policy 
Areas

ISSUES TO BE 
EXAMINED 

 What should Ireland’s future policy approach be 
within the EU in respect of the following policy areas: 
- Economic & financial matters including taxation

policy and public services
- Social policy including fundamental rights,

workers rights, inequality, poverty, immigration, 
health and education as well as the possible 
conflict in this area between EU law and Irish 
constitutional provisions and law

- Defence & foreign policy including EU foreign 
and external policy objectives, position of EU in 
international fora, common defence, military 
capabilities and Irish military neutrality

- EU institutional reform including decision 
making in the Council (QMV and unanimity), 
competences and the Commissionership

AIM Corresponding Remit: 
- consider Ireland’s future in the EU including in relation 

to economic and financial matters, social policy, 
defence and foreign policy and our influence within the 
European institutions

Gain an understanding of the all the issues involved in 
relation to the EU’s economic and financial policy, social
policy, defence and foreign policy and institutional reform; 
and consider Ireland’s future policy approach within the 
EU on these important policy areas.

Module III (B): Ireland’s future engagement in EU

ISSUES TO BE 
EXAMINED 

 What are the options in respect of Ireland’s future 
engagement with the EU and their implications?

 How should Ireland best respond to the referendum 
result?

AIM Corresponding Remit: 



4

- consider Ireland’s future in the EU including in relation 
to economic and financial matters, social policy, 
defence and foreign policy and our influence within the 
European institutions

- How can Ireland influence the shape and direction of 
institutional and policy reform of the EU

To consider the options open to Ireland in relation to its 
future engagement with the EU, how each option could be 
achieved and analyse the legal, economic, political and 
other implications of each option. 

Module IV: Public understanding of the EU & Ireland’s 
membership 

ISSUES TO BE 
EXAMINED 

 What are the reasons behind the lack of public, media 
and political engagement with the EU?

 What role do the Member States, their institutions, 
politicians, civil society and media play in respect of 
providing information, informing opinions, developing 
understanding and encouraging engagement with the 
EU?

 What measures could be taken to improve public, 
political, and media understanding and engagement?

AIM Corresponding Remit: 
- consider measures to improve public understanding of 

the EU and its fundamental importance for Ireland’s 
future

To assess the reasons behind the lack of public 
understanding and knowledge of the EU and the public 
engagement with EU issues, examine the role of the media, 
politicians and other bodies in providing and informing 
opinions on the EU and consider what measures could be 
taken to improve public understanding of and engagement 
with the EU as well as  the communication of EU issues 
and Ireland’s membership.

By way of background to the subcommittee’s core work as outlined above, it also 

proposed that the subcommittee familiarise itself with the Millward Brown post Lisbon 

Treaty referendum research findings, particularly in relation to gauging the public’s 

attitudes towards and concerns about the EU. 
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