
Draft Speech Main Points

A significant component of Human Rights Watch Asia division's current research and advocacy focus 
is human rights abuses related to the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing which begin on August 8, 2008. 
Human Rights Watch is urging specific action from foreign governments and national and international 
Olympics-related organizations in pressuring China to comply with its promises, both vague and 
specific, of an improvement in the country's human rights situation in the run-up to and following the 
August 2008 Games

The centerpiece of Human Rights Watch Olympics-related research so far is "You Will Be Harassed 
and Detained": China Media Freedoms Under Assault Ahead of the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games. We 
have an excellent new Olympics-related Web site at http://china.hrw.org <http://china.hrw.org/>
<http://china.hrw.org/> where you can read the report and all our recent press releases and op-eds on 
the subject.

Human rights abuses within the context of the Beijing Olympics which Human Rights Watch has 
documented include the following:

- Violations of the Chinese government's general commitments to greater respect for human rights if 
awarded the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing.

- Violations of the Chinese government's specific Olympic-related commitment to respect foreign 
media freedoms from January 1, 2007 to October 17, 2008.

- Violations of legally-guaranteed labor rights of the estimated one million migrant construction 
workers employed on construction projects in Beijing that are directly or indirectly related to 
preparations for the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing

- Violations of fundamental rights to shelter through demolition of residential areas in Beijing and the 
forced relocation of their residents to prepare for 2008 Olympics-related venues and infrastructure

Human Right Watch respects the ongoing European embargo of arms sales to China pending a full and 
complete investigation of the Tiananmen Square Massacre of June 1989 as well as the courage of 
certain European political leaders to meet with the leader-in-exile of Tibet, the Dalai Lama, in spite of 
vociferous Chinese government opposition to such meetings.

Human Rights Watch calls on the European Parliament to demonstrate similar fortitude by urging the 
Chinese government to respect its Beijing Olympics-related human rights commitments. Human Rights 
Watch also urges the European Parliament to call for stakeholder organizations including the 
International Olympic Committee and national Olympic committees of countries which will send 
athletes to the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing to voice their concerns about the Chinese governments' 
violations of its Olympics-related human rights pledges.


