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APROVAL OF AGRREMENT

Roadworthiness package
Rapporteurs: Werner Kuhn (EPP; DE)

Olga Sehnalová (S&D; CS)
Vilja Savisaar-Toomast (ALDE; ET)

Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

TRAN voted overwhelmingly in favour of the first
agreement reached between the negotiating
teams of the Parliament, the Council and the
Commission in December 2013. The Plenary vote is
scheduled for the March session.

The three reports were adopted as follows:

- Periodic technical inspections: 35 votes in
favour, 2 against and 1 abstention.
- Roadside technical inspections: 38 votes in
favour, 0 against and 1 abstention.
- Registration documents: 36 votes in favour, 2
against and 2 abstentions.

ADOPTION OF DRAFT RECOMMENDATION

Torremolinos Convention for the safety of
fishing vessels
Rapporteur: Werner Kuhn (EPP; DE)
Consent procedure

TRAN Members recommended consent to the
draft Council Decision authorising Member States
to sign, ratify or accede to the Cape Town
Agreement of 2012 on the Implementation of the
provisions of the 1993 Protocol relating to the
Torremolinos International Convention for the
Safety of Fishing Vessels.

This Agreement should enable the
implementation of this Convention signed in 1977
and its Protocol of 1993, which never entered into
force as a result of an insufficient number of
ratifications. The Agreement sets out less stringent
conditions for the entry into force of the
Torremolinos Protocol.

The recommendation was adopted by 39 votes
to 1 and no abstentions.

Timetable foreseen

Vote in plenary February I 2014
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ADOPTION OF DRAFT OPINIONS

Regulation on the monitoring, reporting and
verification of carbon dioxide emissions from
maritime transport
Rapporteur: Brian Simpson (S&D; UK)
Ordinary legislative procedure, Opinion to ENVI

The adopted opinion restricts to the scope of the
Regulation’s monitoring, reporting and verification
scheme to CO2. To ensure coherence with
measures discussed within the framework of the
International Maritime Organisation, this
regulation would apply to vessels of 400 gross
tonnage and above. The Committee also
decided to tighten the implementation timescale.

The opinion was adopted by 28 votes in favour, 11
against and 3 abstentions. At the end of the vote,
Mr Cramer withdrew his name as Rapporteur for
opinion.

Timetable foreseen

Vote in ENVI Committee 30 January 2014

Aviation ETS
Rapporteur: Mathieu Grosch (EPP; BE)
Ordinary legislative procedure, Opinion to ENVI

The Committee favoured extending the "stop the
clock" arrangements (whereby flights coming
from or going to airports outside Europe are
excluded from the Emissions Trading Scheme) until
the next International Civil Aviation Organisation
assembly in 2016. If no agreement was reached
at that meeting, it proposes that the proportion of
flights to/from third countries that took place
within European airspace should be included. This
“airspace approach” is what the Commission
proposes from 2014. In addition, the Committee
adopted amendments limiting the extent to
which flights to outermost regions would be
included within the ETS.

The opinion was adopted with 31 votes in favour,
6 against and 4 abstentions.

Timetable foreseen

Vote in ENVI Committee 30 January 2014

Package travel and assisted travel
arrangements
Rapporteur: Bogusław Liberadzki (S&D; PL)
Ordinary legislative procedure, Opinion to IMCO

The Committee adopted a large number of
amendments aimed at strengthening the rights of
travellers purchasing combinations of travel
services and enhancing the liability of organisers
offering packages. The amendments include:

- Member States’ ability to maintain or introduce
more stringent provisions to ensure a higher level
of consumer protection;
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- In case of unavoidable and extraordinary
circumstances, the organiser covering the cost for
the continued stay until the traveller's repatriation;

- Both the organiser and the retailer being liable
for the proper performance of the package (joint
liability);

- Traders selling stand-alone travel services
complying with some minimum information
requirements;

- Limiting the revision of the price of a package
limiting to 5% under very stringent conditions.

The Committee adopted Mr Liberadzki’s opinion
by 34 votes in favour, 7 against and no
abstentions. All compromises elaborated among
the groups were adopted with solid majorities.

Timetable foreseen

Vote in plenary March 2014

CONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENTS

Single European Sky II+ package
SES Rapporteur: Marian-Jean Marinescu (EPP; RO)
EASA Rapporteur: David-Maria Sassoli (S&D; IT)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

SES II

Amendments tabled by the Rapporteur and other
Members demonstrated support for the
Commission’s proposal with some adjustments
and additions. There was also an agreement on
most of the compromise amendments proposed
by the Rapporteur.

Contrary to the Commission, Members agreed
that mandatory separation of services supporting
air navigation was not necessary as there was no
proof that this would add value. However, they
supported a more stringent performance structure
of the Single European Sky with better sanction
mechanisms and called for more efficiency and
transparency. A few Members said that the
human factor and environmental protection
should be added to complement the
performance criteria.

There were some doubts about the Rapporteur’s
proposal to mandate the National Aviation
Authorities to become a supervisory authority
instead of leaving this decision to the Member
States. There was also a short discussion about
Gibraltar.

European Aviation Safety Agency

The Rapporteur gave his comments on the 84
amendments tabled. These touched on four
mains issues: (1) military Air Traffic Management
not being included within the scope of the
regulation; (2) the suppression of Delegated Acts
for certain conditions to manage certificates
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issued by the Agency; (3) introduction of the
notion of National Aviation Agencies in place of
Member States; and (4) the competences and
functioning of a new Agency governance body,
named the Executive Board.

The Rapporteur underlined that he could not
accept excluding the military from the scope of
the regulation entirely. This would reduce safety.
When considering compromises, it would be
important to avoid confusion regarding the
functioning of the Agency and of the European
safety system in general.

Timetable foreseen

Vote in TRAN Committee 30 January 2014

Vote in plenary March 2014 (tbc)

Weights and Dimensions Directive
Rapporteur: Jörg Leichtfried (S&D; AT)

Many of the 365 amendments concerned the
cross-border circulation of longer or higher trucks.
Some addressed the design of tractor cabs and
aerodynamic flaps at the rear. The issue of pre-
selections for checks, including installation of on-
board weight sensors, also attracted
amendments.

The debate focused on the cross-border
circulation of longer and higher trucks. The
Committee was again split between supporters
and adversaries. Those in favour of allowing big
truck to cross European borders recalled positive
examples from the Nordic states and the
Netherlands, adding that rail infrastructure was
sometimes simply unavailable to meet the
hauliers’ needs.

Those speaking against the measure and in
favour of rapporteur’s position underlined the
objectives of the White Paper to shift freight from
road to rail. They also called for a proper impact
assessment of all relevant aspects before
legislating on this important issue.

Timetable foreseen

Vote in TRAN Committee February 2014

Vote in plenary April 2014 (tbc)

PRESENTATION OF DRAFT OPINIONS

Discharges 2012: European Commission and
Agencies
Rapporteur: Oldřich Vlasák (ECR; CZ)

Michel Dantin (EPP;FR)
Discharge procedure, opinion to CONT

Mr Dantin proposed granting discharges to the
transport-related agencies for 2012. He said that
all of them had demonstrated good account
management and had satisfactorily addressed
the deficiencies the Court of Auditors identified.
He asked for consideration of bigger budgets for
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agencies which were about to assume more
responsibilities, including the maritime, rail and
aviation agencies and called for better
coordination between the Clean Sky research
programme and the SESAR joint undertaking.

Except for a few voices of concern about alleged
conflicts of interest in certain agencies, Members
supported the opinion. They underlined that
agencies should focus on using their money wisely
and spending it on investment rather than
administration.

Mr Vlasák was more critical of the Commission’s
budgetary activity although he also proposed to
grant the discharge for 2012. He said
transparency had not always been ensured and
that citizens struggled to follow where and how
their money was being spent.

In addition, he called for better incentive
mechanisms to ensure a well-targeted budget
and lower operating costs. In this respect, there
was a need to simplify the distribution system and
improve coordination between and with local
authorities.  The Commission responded that it put
every effort into allocating money where it was
most needed following periodical reviews.

Timetable foreseen

Deadline for amendments 28 January 2014

Vote in TRAN Committee 20 February 2014

Vote in CONT Committee March 2013

EXCHANGES OF VIEWS

With Executive Director of the European
Aviation Safety Agency, Mr Patrick Ky

Mr Ky reminded Members that the EU has one of
the world’s strongest safety records world and
that his agency is, next to the American Federal
Aviation Administration, a global reference for
expertise in the field. He underlined EASA’s
technical, financial and legal independence.

He mentioned the comprehensive scope of EASA
activities, including numerous new tasks, which,
together with the considerable reduction of
financial and human resources, were among his
agency’s biggest challenges. He believed EASA
should have more flexibility in using its budget
(70% of which comes from industry contributions)
and should be seen by the National Aviation
Authorities as a partner and facilitator.

Members asked Mr Ky to position EASA within the
newly proposed SES2+ framework, especially in
the context of the name change and its
cooperation with Eurocontrol. There were also
more specific questions on flight time limitations,
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accident investigations, the use of mobile phones
on-board aircraft and the time taken for approval
procedures.

Mr Ky considered that a name change would be
desirable as the agency’s work already extended
beyond safety. He assured Members that the
agency would never take any decision leading to
reduced safety standards. The current economic
climate was an opportunity for strengthening the
Functional Airspace Blocks as budgetary cuts
would force people to work together.

He reminded Members that EASA’s role is to
control investigators in Member States and not to
take over their responsibilities. However,
cooperation with national authorities could still be
improved. EASA was not always granted observer
status when an air accident occurred.

PRESENTATION OF PRESIDENCY PRIORITIES

with Greek Minister of Shipping, Maritime
Affairs & the Aegean, Mr Miltiadis Varvitsiotis

The Minister said Greece had decided to make
the sea one of the pillars of its Presidency. This
maritime pillar will constitute a horizontal theme
covering maritime transport, integrated maritime
policy, insularity, sea-borne migration and the
security of seas and oceans. As a traditional
maritime nation, Greece attributed particular
significance to shipping and to ensuring the
impeccable operation of maritime transport.

The Presidency would work with Parliament to
achieve first reading agreements on the Marine
Equipment Directive and the Regulation on
multiannual funding for the action of the

European Maritime Safety Agency. It would  also
seek progress in Council on the proposal for a
Regulation establishing a framework on market
access to port services and financial
transparency of ports.

In the field of Integrated Maritime Policy, it aimed
to complete negotiations with Parliament on the
Directive for the establishment of a framework
regarding maritime spatial planning and
integrated coastal management.

Members thanked the Greek presidency for its
commitment to making progress on a number of
legislative files, in spite of the limited time
available due to the EP elections in May. Specific
interventions focused on the proposal for a
Directive on maritime spatial planning where the
Council was criticised for having a constrained
approach and on Blue Growth where the
Presidency was asked to specify the content of
the planned initiatives.

Some Members emphasised the lack of EU targets
in reducing CO2 emissions from maritime transport.
The need to ensure the competitiveness of EU
ports was highlighted by several Members. The
Minister was also asked about his vision for the
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Mediterranean Sea. He replied that it should
remain "clean, open and safe".

with Greek Minister of Infrastructure, Transport
and Networks, Mr Michalis Chrisochoidis

The Minister presented the priorities of the Greek
presidency in the field of land, air and inland
waterway transport.

The Fourth Railway Package constituted a priority
for the Greek presidency, in particular its
"technical pillar". It aimed to reach a general
approach on the European Railway Agency
Regulation in the March Council. After March, the
Council will start deliberations on the "governance
pillar" of the package, in particular on the
opening of the market for domestic passenger
services (PSO regulation), with a view to
presenting a progress report in the June Council.
The Council will also adopt its position on the
Shift2Rail Joint Undertaking in March.

A first reading agreement on the Directive on the
deployment of alternative fuels infrastructure is
expected in March. The Presidency will also
pursue deliberations with regard to the Weights
and Dimensions Directive in view of reaching an
agreement within the Council. On e-call, it also
aims to reach a general approach.

The Regulation on air passenger rights is a priority
for the Greek presidency. Its objective was to
reach a general approach by the end of the
presidency. The presidency also aimed to reach
an agreement with Parliament on the Regulation
on noise-related operation restrictions at airports
(part of the Airport package).

With regard to inland waterway transport, the
Greek presidency will seek a general approach
on the proposal for a regulation on a Community-
fleet capacity policy to promote inland waterway
transport.

Many Members called on the Council to start
negotiations on files where the Committee had
adopted a position and was ready to negotiate.
These included the Fourth Railway Package
(especially its technical pillar), the Airport
package and e-call. Starting discussions on the
Single European Sky would also be appreciated.

The Minister replied that he would reconsider, in
consultation with Parliament and Commission,
whether a feasible timetable for negotiations on
the technical pillar of the Fourth Railway Package
could produce a first reading agreement.
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NEXT TRAN COMMITTEE MEETING, BRUSSELS

Provisional agenda:

Thursday 30 January, morning
 SES II+ - vote / Marinescu / Sassoli
 Port services Regulation – consideration of

amendments / Fleckenstein

TRAN COMMITTEE MEETINGS 2014, BRUSSELS

Monday, 10 February, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 11 February, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 11 February, 15h00-18h30

Thursday, 20 February, 9h00-12h30

Thursday, 6 March, 9h00-12h30 (cancelled)

Monday, 17 March, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 18 March, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 18 March, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 31 March, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 1 April, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 1 April, 15h00-18h30

Thursday, 10 April, 9h00-12h30

Monday, 7 July, 15h00-18h30

Tuesday, 22 July, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 22 July, 15h00-18h30

Wednesday, 3 September, 9h00-12h30
Wednesday, 3 September, 15h00-18h30
Thursday, 4 September, 9h00-12h30

Monday, 29 September, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 30 September, 9h00-12h30

Tuesday, 30 September, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 6 October, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 7 October, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 7 October, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 3 November, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 4 November, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 4 November, 15h00-18h30
Thursday, 20 November, 9h00-12h30

Monday, 1 December, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 2 December, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 2 December, 15h00-18h30
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USEFUL LINKS

TRAN website:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=TRAN

Policy Department Studies in the European Parliament:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/searchPerform.do

European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters:
http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php

European Railway Agency newsletters:
http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter/Pages/home.aspx

European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters:
http://emsa.europa.eu/emsa-documents/emsa-publications.html

SESAR Joint Undertaking news
http://www.sesarju.eu/news-press/news

Trans-European Transport Network Executive Agency newsletters:
http://tentea.ec.europa.eu/en/news__events/newsletter/

DG MOVE newsletter:
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/newsletter/index_en.htm

Greek Presidency:
http://eu2014.gr/

Follow us on Twitter

@EP_Transport

For more information and subscription, please contact the TRAN Secretariat:
tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu


