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TRAN MEETING 16-17 DECEMBER 2013

VOTE TO OPEN NEGOTIATIONS

Maritime spatial planning
Rapporteur: Gesine Meissner (ALDE; DE)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

The decision to enter into negotiations with the
Council was adopted by 33 votes in favour, 8
against and 2 abstentions.

APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT

Occurrence reporting
Rapporteur: Christine De Veyrac (EPP; FR)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

Ms de Veyrac underlined the main points of the
outcome of the negotiations: the notion of "Just
culture" had been extended and defined better,
flexibility had been added for small organisations

when fulfilling their obligations and Parliament’s
role had been preserved as regards
Implementing acts.

The TRAN Committee approved, with 42 votes in
favour, 2 against and no abstentions, the text
agreed in trilogues.

Timetable foreseen

Vote in plenary February II 2014

ADOPTION OF DRAFT RECOMMENDATION

Digital Tachograph Regulation
Rapporteur: Silvia-Adriana Ţicău (S&D; RO)
Ordinary legislative procedure, second reading

Despite the fact that several amendments were
tabled to amend Council's position, the
Committee supported the agreement reached
under the Irish Presidency with 34 votes in favour,
4 against and 2 abstentions.

Timetable foreseen

Plenary January 2014

ADOPTION OF DRAFT REPORTS

eCall in-vehicle system
Rapporteur: Philippe De Backer (ALDE; BE)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

The report eases the co-existence of third party
services (TPS) with the mandatory eCall system,
while having the 112-based call as the basic
system.
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The report:
clarifies non-emergency and false calls and

makes it possible to outsource 112 eCall services,
guarantees that the data are used for rescue

and traffic management purposes only;
makes eCall free of charge for users; and
calls for an awareness raising campaign to

explain the benefits and functionalities of eCall.

The opinion:
makes clear that the Regulation should concern

only the public emergency call systems and
leave intact TPSs;
would not extend the scope in terms of the

deadline for application and inclusion of other
vehicle types;
emphasises that the basic 112 eCall system

should be installed in every car and needs to
take over automatically if the TPS malfunctions;
alerts citizens that if they choose an additional

TPS, their privacy will no longer be guaranteed
by this Regulation; and
directs the periodical technical inspections

concerning the eCall in-vehicle system under
the scope of the Directive on periodic
roadworthiness tests.

The report and the opinion were adopted with 42
votes in favour, 3 against, 0 abstentions and 40 in
favour, 4 against and 0 abstentions, respectively.
There was also a decision on entering into inter-
institutional negotiations.

Timetable foreseen

Vote in plenary February 2014 (tbc)

Regulation on statistics of goods transport by
inland waterways
Rapporteur: Eva Lichtenberger (Greens/EFA; AT)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

There was a large consensus to define the
delegated and implementing powers conferred
upon the Commission better and to set reporting
obligations. In addition, the Committee decided
to broaden the scope of the current Regulation to
passengers’ ships.

The report was adopted by 43 votes to 3 with 0
abstentions. The Committee also provided a
mandate to enter into inter-institutional
negotiations, with the view to reaching a first
reading agreement with the Council during the
current legislature.

Timetable foreseen

Vote in plenary February I 2014

Regulation on rail transport statistics as
regards collection of data on goods,
passengers and accidents
Rapporteur: Michael Cramer (Greens/EFA; DE)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

The Committee endorsed the Commission’s
proposal to simplify rules for the generation of
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Union rail transport statistics. It supported
extending data collection to rail infrastructure
and including more measurement variables such
as statistics on freight transport based on
distance. Also, a requirement to collect data on
accidents was adopted.

The report was adopted with 40 votes in favour, 5
against and 1 abstention. The Committee also
entrusted the negotiation team with a mandate
to begin inter-institutional negotiations, aimed at
reaching a first reading agreement with the
Council

Timetable foreseen

Vote in plenary February I 2014

Revision of Air Passenger Rights Regulation
Rapporteur: Georges Bach (EPP; LU)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

The report redefines some key events triggering
compensation for passengers, including delay
and cancellation of flights and extraordinary
circumstances. It annexes an exhaustive list of
circumstances considered to be beyond the air
carrier’s control and gave the Commission the
right to supplement it in the future. It would further
strengthen passengers’ rights by reducing time
delays after which compensation is
due, specifying fixed compensation amounts
corresponding to different lengths of a cancelled
or delayed journey (so called trigger points) and
extend a hotel stay for the stranded passengers to
maximum of five nights.

Other improvements include more information
transparency, more and better accessible
contact points at airports, easier procedures for
complaints, strengthened enforcement regime
and the possibility to board with one airport
shopping bag free of charge.

Members supported Mr Bach’s report with 37
votes in favour, 3 against and 1 abstention

Timetable foreseen

Vote in plenary (tbc)

4th Railway Package – 6 reports
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

Governance of the railway infrastructure and
opening of the market for domestic
passenger services
Rapporteur: Saïd El Khadraoui (S&D; BE)

On the issue of the governance of the railway
infrastructure, Member States would be able to
continue to choose between an integrated
structure with a single holding company for the
rail operator and infrastructure manager or a
separated structure of independent infrastructure
managers and operators. Both models should
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avoid conflicts of interest and ensure fair access
to infrastructure for all operators. The text sets out
conditions to be met, including strict requirements
for financial transparency and separation in the
case of integrated structures. If these conditions
are not met, the Commission may allow other
Member States to restrict access to their markets
for the railway operator considered to be in
breach of the rules.

Rail service provisions would be subject to open
access. However access may be limited for routes
covered by public service contracts, if the
national regulatory body decides that this would
adversely affect the viability of the public service,
unless it comes to the conclusion that a new open
access service would create benefits for the
railway system as a whole. In cases where public
service contracts are awarded following a
competitive tendering procedure, Member States
may block open access for other operators under
certain conditions.

Furthermore the Committee adopted provisions
that would require railway undertakings to
participate in joint ticketing schemes that are
interoperable, based on existing EU standards. This
would allow the passengers to find all necessary
information to plan a journey, including in another
Member State, to combine trips with different
providers and to buy tickets. The individual
arrangements between companies would be
based on commercial agreements so they could
choose their partners according to their
commercial interests.

The report was adopted with 28 votes in favour,
11 against and 6 abstentions. The Committee also
adopted a mandate to open negotiations with
the Council for all six files.

Opening of the market for domestic
passenger services – PSO regulation
Rapporteur: Mathieu Grosch (EPP; BE)

The adopted report – in contrast to the
Commission proposal – would continue to allow
the direct award of rail passenger transport
services under public service obligations.
However, this direct award would be subject to
certain efficiency requirements and justifications.
If the regulatory body comes to the conclusion
that at the end of a contract period these
efficiency criteria had not been met, it shall
oblige the competent authority to award any
new public service contract through competitive
tendering.

In the adopted report, a minimum number of
contracts is set - depending on the size of the
Member States’ market. It also supports the
Commission proposal obliging authorities to
establish multimodal and sustainable urban
transport plans, although the Committee lowered
the requirements for these plans. Furthermore, the
report seeks to strengthen the social standards for
employees in particular regarding the transfer of
staff in case of a change of operator.

Interoperability recast
Rapporteur: Izaskun Bilbao Barandica (ALDE; ES)

After a transitional period of three years, and
irrespective of the area of use of the vehicle, all
vehicle authorisations will be granted by the
Agency. The only exception foreseen refers to
isolated networks in the Baltic States.

In relation to fixed installations, the European
Railway Agency would be competent to
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authorise the placing in service of the European
Rail Traffic Management System. National safety
authorities would be closely involved in the
procedure, as they will verify the operational
compatibility with the national networks.

Railway safety recast
Rapporteur: Michael Cramer (Greens/EFA; DE)

The report’s main provisions concern how
oversight of rail safety is organised between
national and European bodies. Any railway
undertaking that wishes to operate on the
European network has to apply for a safety
certificate. Obtaining the certificate is linked to a
number of conditions that ensure that the
undertaking is capable of following all relevant
safety rules.

This certificate consists of two parts that were
granted by national safety authorities. In future,
after a transition period, it would be the European
Railway Agency that will grant the certificate
following a cooperation process with the national
safety agencies. The only exception concerns
isolated networks that comply with different
technical standards. In that case the railway
undertaking may choose whether to apply for the
certificate at the national or the European level.

Provisions define the conditions under which
Member States may adopt national safety rules.
These should ensure that national rules are not in
breach of European ones and do not create
technical barriers for market access. The Directive
also concerns safety authorisations for
infrastructure managers. Those will continue to be
granted by national authorities apart from cross-
border infrastructure which will be authorised by
the European Agency.

The report was adopted with 39 votes in favour, 5
against and 0 abstentions.

European Union Agency for Railways
Rapporteur: Roberts Zīle (ECR; LV)

The adopted report would extend the role of the
European Railway Agency, in line with the
Directives on Interoperability and Safety, while
also adding new tasks, including promoting
standardisation. The Agency would be able to
delegate specific tasks to national safety
authorities on the basis of contractual
agreements.

The report takes account of the particular
situation of the Baltic States. It also puts forward a
number of measures to improve the Agency's
governance in terms of avoiding conflicts of
interest, enhancing the independence of Appeal
Boards, evaluation and setting priorities in order to
take account available resources.

The report was adopted with 38 votes in favour, 3
against and 0 abstentions.
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Normalisation of the accounts of railway
undertakings
Rapporteur: Jaromír Kohlíček (GUE/NGL; CZ)

The report confirms the Commission’s intention to
repeal this Regulation but would delay the date
for doing. The report was adopted with 37 votes in
favour, 4 against and 2 abstentions.

Timetable foreseen

Vote in plenary January 2014

ADOPTION OF DRAFT OPINION

SESAR Joint Undertaking
Rapporteur: Antonio Cancian (EPP; IT)
Opinion to ITRE

Members followed Mr Cancian’s
recommendation to accept the Commission’s
proposal without major changes judging the
performance of the SESAR JU as satisfactory and
eager to ensure its continuity as it enters into a
deployment phase. The Committee voted the
opinion with 42 votes in favour, 2 against and 2
abstentions.

Timetable foreseen

Vote in ITRE Committee 9 January 2014

PRESENTATION OF DRAFT RECOMMENDATION

Torremolinos Convention for the safety of
fishing vessels

Considering 24 000 deaths/year worldwide in the
fishing sector, the Rapporteur explained that he
could only recommend supporting the draft

Council Decision allowing Member States to sign,
ratify or accede to the Cape Town Agreement.
This Agreement should allow the entry into force
of the Torremolinos Convention aiming at
enhancing the safety of fishing vessels of 24
metres in length and over. This Convention
(adopted in 1977) has never entered into force as
the requirements in terms of ratification have not
been reached.

Members welcomed the prospect of measures
applicable internationally. They however pointed
out that most fishing vessels were smaller than 24
metres.

PRESENTATION OF DRAFT REPORTS

Naiades package
Rapporteur: Corien Wortmann-Kool (EPP; NL)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

Mr Grosch, on behalf of the Rapporteur,
welcomed the Commission’s two proposals. He
explained that she supported the Community-
fleet capacity limitation. She was also in favour of
extending the scope of the current Regulation to
facilitate the use of Reserve Funds to support the
inland navigation sector. These funds – currently
amounting to €35 million – have never been used
since 1999 as a result of restrictive access
conditions.

In regards to the technical requirements for inland
waterway vessels, the Rapporteur welcomed the
Commission’s approach. She, however, believed
that clearer provisions would be needed to
ensure adequate cooperation and harmonisation
with the Central Commission for the Navigation of
the Rhine.
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Members generally supported the Rapporteur’s
views, stressing that inland waterway’s position in
the intermodal transport chain needed to be
strengthened. The lack of resources available at
EU level to support the sector, in particular as
regards the scrapping of old vessels, was
criticised. They also welcomed measures to
encourage innovation and to adapt vessels to
environmental standards. The use of liquefied
natural gas should also be supported.

The Employment Committee Rapporteur for
Opinion Ms Steinruck also welcomed the
Commission’s proposal. She stressed that financial
support would be needed for training and early
retirement schemes.
Timetable foreseen

Deadline for amendments 15 January 2014

Vote in TRAN Committee 20 February 2014

Vote in plenary March 2014 (tbc)

PRESENTATION OF DRAFT OPINIONS

Aviation ETS
Rapporteur: Mathieu Grosch (EPP; BE)
Opinion to ENVI

The Rapporteur advocated extending the "stop
the clock" arrangements (whereby flights coming
from or going to airports outside Europe are
excluded from the Emissions Trading Scheme) until
the next International Civil Aviation Organisation
assembly in 2016. If no international agreement
was reached at that meeting, he proposed that
the proportion of flights to/from third countries
that took place within European airspace should
also be included. The latter is the Commission
proposal from 2014.

Members broadly endorsed Mr Grosch's
approach, seeing this as improving the prospects
of a global agreement and noting the risk of
trade retaliation from third countries if the
Commission proposal were to be adopted. The
Commission representative considered that its
proposal was aligned to the ICAO resolution and
that third countries should not be allowed to limit
EU regulatory options.

Timetable foreseen

Vote in TRAN Committee 21 January 2014

Vote in ENVI Committee 30 January 2014

Package travel and assisted travel
arrangements
Rapporteur: Bogusław Liberadzki (S&D, PL)
Opinion to IMCO

The Rapporteur briefly presented the rationale
behind his draft opinion which seeks to strengthen
the rights of travellers purchasing combinations of
travel services and enhancing the liability of
organisers offering travel packages and assisted
travel arrangements (ATAs). He stressed the need
to update the existing legislation in order to cover
selling patterns which did not exist when the
current Directive was adopted in 1990, in
particular due to the development of online sales.

Members generally welcomed the Rapporteur’s
approach and referred to the need to define
clearly which combinations of travel services
(offline or online) will be covered by the scope of
the Directive either as packages or ATAs (for
which a lighter regime is proposed). The
Commission expressed its support for a full
harmonisation approach and highlighted that
liability for the performance of the travel services
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should lie only with the organiser (and not also the
retailer).

Timetable foreseen

Vote in TRAN Committee 21 January 2014

Vote in plenary March 2014

EXCHANGE OF VIEWS

with Lithuanian Minister for Transport and
Communications, Mr Rimantas Sinkevičius

The Minister presented an account of the
achievements of the Lithuanian Presidency in the
transport sector during the second half of 2013.
He referred in particular to the general
approaches reached by the Council on the
Directive on the deployment of alternative fuels
infrastructure and the Directive on maritime
spatial planning and integrated coastal
management, which have paved the way for a
possible first reading agreement under the
incoming Greek Presidency.

With regard to the Fourth Railway Package, the
Council has reached a general approach on the
recast of the Railway Safety Directive and a
progress report on the Regulation on the
European Railway Agency.

Negotiations on the Roadworthiness Package
had been undertaken but not concluded.

With regard to air transport, an agreement was
reached on the Regulation on occurrence
reporting in civil aviation, but it had not been
possible to reach a general approach on the
Regulation on air passenger rights where only a
progress report was presented in the Council.

For maritime transport, a general approach was
reached on the Regulation for the funding of the
European Maritime Safety Agency, but the
negotiations with Parliament had not been
concluded.

In the follow-up discussion, Members thanked the
Lithuanian presidency for its efforts in making
progress on some legislative files. However, most
Members criticised the limited progress achieved
by the Council on many of the files, such as the
airport package, the railway package and e-call.
Members emphasised that the citizens and
businesses cannot reap the benefits of the new
legislation due to the slow progress in the Council.

The Minister acknowledged that work could have
been faster and more results could have been
achieved, but it was not always possible for the
Council (which acts as a collective body) to
advance quickly on complicated files. He
highlighted, however, that most of the priorities set
by the Lithuanian presidency at the start of its
term had been delivered.
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TRAN MEETING 9 JANUARY 2014

MINI-HEARING

NAIADES II: An action programme to support
inland waterway transport
Rapporteur: Corien Wortmann-Kool (EPP; NL)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

The first part of the hearing dealt with the
integration of inland waterways in the transport
chain.

Experts stressed the need for adequate
infrastructure, including River Information Services,
integration of inland waterway transport into
multimodal transport logistics chains and urban
mobility plans, inland ports’ key role in logistics,
optimisation in freight terminals, as well as
stakeholders’ cooperation and coordination with
EU institutions and other river commissions.

There was clear agreement that the inland
waterway transport sector should be given more
attention. Members thought that an overall
coherent river system in Europe with river
interconnections and certified core inland ports

was needed. Other modes of transport should
also be considered in this system in order to
ensure the development of an integrated
intermodal logistics chain.

Members stressed the need to promote
intermodal concepts. However, they questioned
whether the sector had done enough to promote
inland waterway transport’s advantages over
other transport modes.

Members and speakers pointed at difficulties in
accessing finance and EU funds. The Marco Polo
Programme’s access conditions had been so
strict that funds could not be used by the sector.
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The second part of the hearing concentrated on
the modernisation of the inland waterway fleet.

Experts explained that there was a huge potential
for innovation. They stressed that greening of the
fleet should be encouraged to retain the inland
vessels’ advantages in terms of energy efficiency
and emissions. Speakers, however,
acknowledged that the fleet renewal rate and
integration of new technologies were very low in
this sector.

Members welcomed the Commission’s proposal
Reserve Funds to be used for greening the fleet.
Some Members were, however, concerned that
the unanimity required to release funds would still
prevent their use. Other Members thought too
much emphasis had been put on LNG as an fuel,
while other alternative fuels such as ethanol could
also provide environmental advantages.

Members also indicated that funds should be
used to improve navigation safety, in particular
through the development of anti-collision
technologies and training programmes for crews.

Timetable foreseen

Deadline for amendments 15 January 2014

Vote in TRAN Committee 20 February 2014

Vote in plenary March 2014 (tbc)

PRESENTATION OF WORKING DOCUMENT

by Commission, DG Move, on Staff Working
Document on Internalisation/reducing
transport externalities

Following a request from the Committee, the
Commission made a detailed presentation of its
Staff Working Document "Summary of measures
that internalise or reduce transport externalities"
linked to the "Eurovignette Directive". Members
considered the issue to be essential for the future
of transport.

The existing regulatory instruments appeared not
to completely cover the external costs in the
different transport modes while there were large
differences between Member States in the level
of charges and how these revenues were used.
Revenues appear to be weakly connected to
externalities and did not provide sufficient
incentives to users.

The general feeling from the Committee was that
this document lacked details of specific projects
in Member States. It could have said more about
data collection and the relationship between
different modes of transport. Several Members
regretted the lack of precise commitments from
the Commission for the future and requested a
strong initiative to be taken soon.
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NEXT TRAN COMMITTEE MEETING, BRUSSELS

Provisional agenda:
Monday, 20 January 2014, afternoon
 Monitoring, reporting and verification of carbon

dioxide emissions – consideration of amendments /
Cramer

 Package travel – consideration of amendments /
Liberadzki

 Aviation ETS – consideration of amendments /
Grosch

 SES II+ - consideration of amendments of two
reports / Marinescu/Sassoli

Tuesday, 21 January 2014, morning
 Monitoring, reporting and verification of carbon

dioxide emissions – vote / Cramer
 Package travel – vote / Liberadzki
 Aviation ETS – vote / Grosch
 Torremolinos international convention on safety of

fishing vessels – vote / Kuhn
 Discharges 2012: European Commission and

Agencies – presentation of draft opinions /
Dantin/Vlasák

 Exchange of views with Mr Patrick Ky, Executive
Director of EASA

Tuesday, 21 January 2014, afternoon
 Presentation of Presidency's priorities by Greek

Minister of Shipping, Maritime Affairs & the Aegean,
Mr Miltiadis Varvitsiotis

 Presentation of Presidency's priorities by Greek
Deputy Minister of Infrastructure, Transport and
Networks, Mr Michalis Papadopoulos

 Weights and Dimensions Directive – consideration
of amendments / Leichtfried

TRAN COMMITTEE MEETINGS 2014, BRUSSELS

Thursday, 30 January, 9h00-12h30

Monday, 10 February, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 11 February, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 11 February, 15h00-18h30

Thursday, 20 February, 9h00-12h30

Thursday, 6 March, 9h00-12h30

Monday, 17 March, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 18 March, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 18 March, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 31 March, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 1 April, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 1 April, 15h00-18h30

Thursday, 10 April, 9h00-12h30

Monday, 7 July, 15h00-18h30

Tuesday, 22 July, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 22 July, 15h00-18h30

Wednesday, 3 September, 9h00-12h30
Wednesday, 3 September, 15h00-18h30
Thursday, 4 September, 9h00-12h30

Monday, 29 September, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 30 September, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 30 September, 15h00-18h30

Please click here for complete calendar of planned
TRAN meetings for 2014
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USEFUL LINKS

TRAN website:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=TRAN

Policy Department Studies in the European Parliament:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/searchPerform.do

European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters:
http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php

European Railway Agency newsletters:
http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter/Pages/home.aspx

European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters:
http://emsa.europa.eu/emsa-documents/emsa-publications.html

SESAR Joint Undertaking news
http://www.sesarju.eu/news-press/news

Trans-European Transport Network Executive Agency newsletters:
http://tentea.ec.europa.eu/en/news__events/newsletter/

DG MOVE newsletter:
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/newsletter/index_en.htm

Lithuanian Presidency:
http://www.eu2013.lt/en

Greek Presidency:
http://eu2014.gr/

Follow us on Twitter

@EP_Transport

For more information and subscription, please contact the TRAN Secretariat:
tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu


