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ADOPTION OF DRAFT REPORT

Deployment of alternative fuels infrastructure
Rapporteur: Carlo Fidanza (EPP; IT)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

The Committee backed the Commission
proposal, enlarging its objectives and level of
ambition. The draft rules would require Member
States to set targets for building publicly available
networks of electric vehicle recharging points and
refuelling stations for alternative fuels, in particular
hydrogen, Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) and
Compressed Natural Gas (CNG).

With regard to road transport, the main
amendments adopted by the Committee provide
for:
- a minimum number of publicly accessible
recharging points for electric vehicles to be put
into place by Member States by 2020;
- in countries where hydrogen refuelling points
already exist, a sufficient number of refuelling
points should be made available, within distances
not exceeding 300 km, by 2020. Members
favoured adding a requirement to build up
hydrogen refuelling points by 2030 in Member
States where they do not yet exist;
- for heavy duty vehicles, refuelling points for LNG
along the roads on the Trans-European Transport
(TEN-T) Core Network should be established at
least every 400 km,
- a sufficient number of CNG refuelling points
should be available.

As far as vessels are concerned, Member States
should ensure that a sufficient number of maritime
and inland waterway ports of the TEN-T Core
Network are equipped with publicly accessible
LNG refuelling points to allow the circulation of

LNG vessels Union-wide. Member States should
also ensure that, by 2020, shore side electricity
supply for vessels is installed in berths of ports of
the TEN-T Core Network located within 3 km of
residential and commercial areas.

In addition, airports should install an electricity
supply to be used by planes when stationery
provided this is cost-effective and has
environmental benefits.

The Committee also provided a mandate to enter
into inter-institutional negotiations, with the view
to reaching a first reading agreement with the
Council by spring 2014.

Timetable foreseen

Vote in plenary April II 2014
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PRESENTATION OF DRAFT RECOMMENDATION

Tachograph Regulation
Rapporteur: Silvia-Adriana Ţicău (S&D; RO)
Ordinary legislative procedure, second reading

Ms Ţicău presented the Council’s position on the
tachograph, which reflects the agreement
reached with the Council on 14 May 2013 under
the Irish Presidency. With a view to adopting an
early second reading agreement the Rapporteur
asked the Committee to support the text.

PRESENTATION OF DRAFT REPORT

Port Services Regulation
Rapporteur: Knut Fleckenstein (S&D; DE)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

Mr Fleckenstein highlighted that this Regulation
aimed to create legal certainty for ports and to
have a positive impact on the functioning of the
TEN-T network. He emphasised the need for the
managing body of the port to remain
autonomous in order to act according to its
economic strategy, while respecting certain key
principles. Additionally, the Rapporteur wanted to
avoid increasing in administrative burdens when
applying this Regulation.

Several Members questioned the need for this
Regulation, calling for a complete rejection of the
Commission’s proposal. Even though the
Rapporteur’s amendments were welcomed in
general, many Members thought the scope of the
Regulation would need to be reduced
significantly calling its usefulness into question.

Furthermore, several Members insisted that it
would be difficult to strike the right balance
between the financial transparency requirements
and the commercial freedom of the port
authority. Other points discussed included the
importance of safety and whether private ports
should be excluded from the Regulation.

The Commission representative responded
positively to the draft report, but was
disappointed to hear several Members calling for
the rejection of the proposal, reiterating that this
Regulation was not about market opening (unlike
the two earlier Port Packages).

Timetable foreseen

Deadline for amendments 3 December 2013

Vote in TRAN Committee 11 February 2014

Vote in plenary March 2014 (tbc)
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PRESENTATION OF DRAFT OPINION

SESAR Joint Undertaking
Rapporteur: Antonio Cancian (EPP; IT)
Opinion to ITRE

Mr Cancian said the public–private partnership
had shown good results while respecting
deadlines. He proposed to accept the
Commission’s proposal without amendments. The
Shadow Rapporteurs accepted this approach
and shared their satisfaction with the
performance of the SESAR Joint Undertaking so
far, recalling that the implementation of the
technological pillar of the Single European Sky has
to stick to its tight schedule if it wants to compete
globally with the United States' Next Generation
System.

Timetable foreseen

Deadline for amendments 28 November 2013

Vote in TRAN Committee 17 December 2013

Vote in plenary (tbc)

EXCHANGE OF VIEWS

Naiades package
Rapporteur: Corien Wortmann-Kool (EPP; NL)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

The Rapporteur welcomed the NAIADES II
Communication and related legislative proposals.
She stressed that it was important to support and
further develop innovative and sustainable inland
waterway navigation.

She was in favour of broadening the existing
scope of the Regulation on fleet capacity. She

pointed out that the Reserve Funds constituted by
the industry should be used to support the inland
waterway sector in combination with EU and
European Investment Bank finance to create a
leverage effect.

The Rapporteur also supported the Commission's
efforts to harmonise the technical requirements
for inland waterway vessels further and to ensure
cooperation with international organisations, in
particular the Central Commission for Navigation
on the Rhine.

The Shadow Rapporteurs generally agreed and
pointed out that the inland waterways' potential
needs to be better exploited. However, some
Members regretted that this action programme
did not bring anything new. Others underlined the
need to carefully consider the implications of the
proposals on inland waterway infrastructure.

Timetable foreseen

Presentation of draft reports 17 December 2013

Deadline for amendments 15 January 2014

Vote in TRAN Committee 20 February 2014

Vote in plenary March 2014 (tbc)
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with Mr Brenner, Eurocontrol

Mr Brenner explained Eurocontrol’s tasks as the
network manager of the Single European Sky. He
mentioned the organisation’s role in reducing the
delays and in cutting its own costs. Eurocontrol
was ready to work with other air navigation
service providers through an Initiative centred on
data-sharing and data-processing services. He
called this initiative a “pragmatic compromise”
between national fragmentation and full
unbundling of Air Traffic Management support
services that should increase efficiency as well as
capacity and safety.

Members largely supported the initiative,
although some questioned its practicalities in the
context of the Single European Sky II + (SES2+)
proposal and Eurocontrol’s role in the new SES
design, including the shift of certain tasks to the
Safety Agency. A few Members challenged
Eurocontrol’s choice of the services involved and
worried about the Member States’ support and
the initiative’s impact employment in Europe. Mr
Brenner said that centralised services should be
developed in parallel to SES2+ and underlined
that it offered a chance to create new jobs and
to introduce new technology faster and on a
wider scale.

with TEN-T coordinators

As in previous years, the nine European
Coordinators came to the Committee to present
their annual activity reports on the TEN-T Priority
Projects they are coordinating. This annual
exercise is an important instrument enabling the
Committee to scrutinise the development of these
projects. The Coordinators' presentations gave

Members the chance to discuss the progress
made in the past year, as well as the challenges
still to be faced.

with TEN-T Coordinator Cox:
PP1: Railway axis Berlin-Verona/Milano-Bologna-
Napoli-Messina-Palermo

Pat Cox announced that Austria and Italy had
agreed on the financial amount required for the
Brenner tunnel. Excavations had begun on both
sides. He also emphasised the importance of the
access routes. In his view the most important
achievement in 2013 was the ratification of the
Transport Protocol of the Alpine convention by
the EU: this would allow all the stakeholders to
share a common set of principles.

Several Members criticised the EU's focus on a few
big projects such as the Brenner Base tunnel.
Other questions from Members revolved around
the schedule for the access routes north of the
tunnel and the consequences of potentially
decreasing the importance of cargo traffic
compared to passenger transport.

with TEN-T Coordinator Savary:
PP22: Railway Axis Athina-Sofia-Budapest-Wien-
Prague-Nürnberg/Dresden

Gilles Savary reported some progress but also
several difficulties for this project. The main
problems can be found in some cross border
sections such as between Germany and the
Czech Republic (some sections so far not
considered as priority in the German transport
plan) or the Vidin Calafat bridge (only limited
progress on the access routes to the bridge).



6
TRAN NEWS / 25-26 November 2013

Mr Savary also mentioned the potential rail traffic
increase through the Bosporus tunnel as well as
the implications of the Balkan route alternative –
more than 300 km shorter than the current
southern PP22. In their comments, Members
focused on the difficult railway sections between
Germany and the Czech Republic.

with TEN-T Coordinator Telička:
PP27: "Rail Baltica" rail link: Warsaw-Kaunas-Riga-
Tallinn-Helsinki

Pavel Telička announced "step-by-step progress
concerning the Rail Baltica. The Estonian section is
almost finished. In Latvia, the northern and
southern routes to Riga should be operational by
the end of 2014. There, the main difficulty is the
priority given to the East/West axis, rather than the
North/South.

Mr Telička pointed out that progress on the Joint
venture agreed in September is so far very limited.
Despite all the difficulties, he remained optimistic
as regards the general commitment of the
political actors involved. Members asked detailed
questions with regards to the state of play of
several sections in Latvia and Poland.

with TEN-T Coordinator Peijs:
PP18: Rhine/Meuse-Main-Danube Inland
Waterway Axis and PP30: Seine-Scheldt Inland
Waterway

As the Seine Nord project has been postponed,
Karla Peijs concentrated her presentation on the
Rhine-Meuse-Main-Danube connection. The
connection of Belgium to this river network is
going as planned. Ms Peijs pointed out that the
Danube is a very difficult river and that dredging is

a recurrent question all along it. In her view, the
Connecting Europe Facility reflects the growing
importance of inland waterways transport, by
opening the possibility for EU co-funding of
dredging operations.

Ms Peijs also that Bulgaria and Romania have
developed cooperation that could allow a quick
increase in transport capacity. The main problem
with the Danube is the number of countries
concerned, which implies conflicts about
diverging national priorities, in particular in
Germany.

Most Members’ remarks revolved around the
section Straubing-Vilshofen. While some criticised
the Bavarian Government as not meeting the
needs of inland waterway transport, other
Members did not agree. In a wider context, the
discussions with the Coordinator also touched
upon inland waterway transport on the river Po in
Italy and on the river Elbe between Czech
Republic and Germany.

with TEN-T Coordinator Valente de Oliveira:
PP21: Motorways of the Sea

Luis Valente de Oliveira pointed out that last year
has seen the 31st project launched through the
project Motorways of the Sea (MoS). However,
not all projects are operational for now. In his
presentation, he distinguished between two types
of projects. Traditional projects established a new
connection between two ports. The second type
is broader. with transversal objectives, such as
safety (project Mona Lisa) port efficiency or
training. In order to be successful, these projects
need to be adopted by a large number of ports.
The main problem is the difficulty to have
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feedback on the experience, important for the
dissemination of results.

Members asked the Coordinator about the lack
of MoS projects in the Black Sea and about
concrete achievements regarding the
improvements of infrastructure.

with TEN-T Coordinator Balázs:
PP17: Railway axis Paris-Strasbourg-Stuttgart-Wien-
Bratislava

Péter Balázs announced progress in many
sections of the PP17. More than 600 km have
been upgraded since 2005. He gave examples of
sections which have been inaugurated in recent
months, including the connection with the airport
of Munich. The Coordinator acknowledged some
delays around Stuttgart. He underlined the
importance of good governance in cross border
sections and bottlenecks.

The Coordinator found two difficulties in his role:
maintaining public support, through dialogue,
and dealing with political change in Member
States. He underlined the importance of NGOs
and the technical support of the European
Commission.

Replying to Members' questions, he stressed that
the evaluation of alternatives and a continuous
risk assessments are key success factors of
managing big infrastructure projects.

with TEN-T Coordinator Secchi:
PP3: High-speed railway axis of south west Europe
and PP19: High-speed rail interoperability in the
Iberian Peninsula

Carlo Secchi announced that progress has been
"continuously achieved" in the French section of
the project, on both the Tours-Bordeaux axis and
the Basque line, even though a lack of
interoperability remains between the French and
Spanish rail networks. On the Mediterranean side,
the by-pass Nimes-Montpelier is still not
operational. Some Members regretted that the
section between Montpelier and Perpignan is not
even fully planned by France - particularly
considering the cross-border section from Figueras
to Perpignan is operational.

The Iberian branch of the two projects is
progressing by section. It is still not fully operational
and there are still some missing links, like in
Extremadura. Questioned about the possible
ways for the EU to accelerate the completion of
these projects, Mr Secchi recognised the difficulty
of convincing Member States. He said EU funding
could provide incentives, mentioning alternative
finance as a potential solution for some sections.

with TEN-T Coordinator Vinck:
European Rail Traffic Management System
(ERTMS)

Karel Vinck pointed out that the setting up of the
European Train Control System (ETCS) baseline 3
last year had been very positive for ERTMS. The
other major improvement was that the German
authorities were now fully behind the ERTMS
approach. The situation was different with some
other countries, such as France, which still have to
be convinced of the superiority of European
standards. In the Coordinator’s view, the
European Development Plan has proved to be a
useful tool for the adoption of ERTMS, however,
some Member States are facing delays.
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The Coordinator emphasised the need to equip
all lines with the ETCS baseline 3 compatible
devices as it is a more flexible, safer and cost
efficient technology compared to baseline 2. Mr
Vinck also highlighted the crucial role of the
European Railway Agency (ERA) which in his view
should play a more important role.

with TEN-T Coordinator Brinkhorst
PP6 Railway axis Lyon-Trieste-Divača/Koper-
Divaca-Ljubjana-Budapest-Ukrainian border

Laurens Jan Brinkhorst dedicated most of his
presentation to the two cross-border sections of
the project. On both of them, considerable
progress has been made in the last year.
Excavations have begun on the Italian part of the
Lyon-Turin section and will begin in early 2014 in
France. Members regretted that the French
government had not planned the Lyon-
Chambery section. Mr Brinkhorst stressed that the
completion of the tunnel project will be a
considerable incentive for the French
government, as the existing lines are already
operational.

The other important cross-border section is
between Italy and Slovenia. A common
management structure has been set up to favour
dialogue, design the baseline and carry out
impact assessments. It will be operational in a few
months. Replying to a question of the Chair, Mr
Brinkhorst outlined that the connection with the
Slovenian port of Koper is of real interest, as
Adriatic ports have growing traffic.

NEXT TRAN COMMITTEE MEETING, BRUSSELS

Provisional agenda:

Monday, 16 December 2013, afternoon

 Regulation on statistics of goods transport by inland
waterways – consideration of amendments /
Lichtenberger

 Regulation on rail transport statistics as regards
collection of data on goods, passengers and
accidents – consideration of amendments / Cramer

 E-call (report and opinion) – consideration of
amendments / De Backer

 SESAR Joint Undertaking – consideration of
amendments / Cancian

 Torremolinos international convention for the safety
of fishing vessels – presentation of draft
recommendation / Kuhn

Tuesday, 17 December 2013, morning

 Approval of the agreement on the  roadworthiness
package – vote / Kuhn / Sehnalova / Savisaar

 Approval on Occurrence reporting agreement –
vote / De Veyrac

 Digital Tachograph Regulation – vote / Ţicău
 E-call (report and opinion) – vote / De Backer
 Regulation on rail transport statistics as regards

collection of data on goods, passengers and
accidents – vote / Cramer

 Regulation on statistics of goods transport by inland
waterways - vote / Lichtenberger

 SESAR Joint Undertaking – vote / Cancian
 4th Railway Package - vote (6 reports: governance

and interoperability) / El Khadraoui / Grosch / Bilbao
/ Cramer / Zīle  / Kohlíček
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Tuesday, 17 December 2013, afternoon

 Air Passenger Rights – vote / Bach
 Aviation ETS – consideration of draft opinion /

Grosch
 Naiades II package – presentation of draft reports /

Wortmann-Kool
 Package travel – consideration of draft opinion /

Liberadzki

TRAN COMMITTEE MEETINGS 2014, BRUSSELS

Thursday, 9 January, 9h00-12h30

Monday, 20 January, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 21 January, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 21 January, 15h00-18h30

Thursday, 30 January, 9h00-12h30

Monday, 10 February, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 11 February, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 11 February, 15h00-18h30

Thursday, 20 February, 9h00-12h30

Thursday, 6 March, 9h00-12h30

Monday, 17 March, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 18 March, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 18 March, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 31 March, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 1 April, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 1 April, 15h00-18h30

Thursday, 10 April, 9h00-12h30

Monday, 7 July, 15h00-18h30

Tuesday, 22 July, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 22 July, 15h00-18h30

Wednesday, 3 September, 9h00-12h30
Wednesday, 3 September, 15h00-18h30
Thursday, 4 September, 9h00-12h30

Monday, 29 September, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 30 September, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 30 September, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 6 October, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 7 October, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 7 October, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 3 November, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 4 November, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 4 November, 15h00-18h30

Thursday, 20 November, 9h00-12h30

Monday, 1 December, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 2 December, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 2 December, 15h00-18h30
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USEFUL LINKS

TRAN website:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=TRAN

Policy Department Studies in the European Parliament:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/searchPerform.do

European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters:
http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php

European Railway Agency newsletters:
http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter/Pages/home.aspx

European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters:
http://emsa.europa.eu/emsa-documents/emsa-publications.html

SESAR Joint Undertaking news
http://www.sesarju.eu/news-press/news

Trans-European Transport Network Executive Agency newsletters:
http://tentea.ec.europa.eu/en/news__events/newsletter/

DG MOVE newsletter:
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/newsletter/index_en.htm

Lithuanian Presidency:
http://www.eu2013.lt/en

Greek Presidency:
http://eu2014.gr/

Follow us on Twitter

@EP_Transport

For more information and subscription, please contact the TRAN Secretariat:
tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu


