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PRESENTATION OF DRAFT REPORTS

Single European Sky II+ package
(SES II+ and EASA)
SES Rapporteur: Marian-Jean Marinescu (EPP; RO)
EASA Rapporteur: David-Maria Sassoli (S&D; IT)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

In response to the unsatisfactory progress in
implementing the Single European Sky, Mr
Marinescu favoured a more top-down approach
in terms of management and more independent
national aviation authorities. However, he
considered pursuing the implementation of
Functional Airspace Blocks to be a waste of time
and money. Instead, he proposed a clearer
division of responsibilities between different bodies
and institutions.

He also called for improvements in the
performance scheme and said that the
deployment of SESAR (the technological pillar)
should become a driving force behind the SES. He
also did not favour unbundling the support
services from the air navigation service providers
on the condition that competing offers from other
providers would have to be considered.

Mr Sassoli considered the Agency proposal to be
a real improvement. He insisted that the notion of
safety should remain in the title of the Agency
and that the extension of its tasks should be
budget-neutral.  He said he understood the need
to harmonise the governance and structures of
the EU agencies in line with the Inter-institutional
agreement that Parliament. However, he argued
that EASA’s governance should be more agency-
specific and take into consideration its central
role for safety in Europe and globally. With regard
to the Executive Board, he thought the proposal
was too restrictive by including only a few
Member States.

The discussion showed a unanimous commitment
to adopting both proposals as soon as possible in
order to give the SES a necessary push. There was
overall support for the approach taken by the
Rapporteurs. However, abandoning the concept
of FABs and calling for a horizontal “one size fits
all” top-down approach were criticised as
shortcomings of the draft report on the SES recast.

According to Members the FABs are a “win-win”
situation if Member States implemented them
completely and the Parliament should not give in
to the Council’s pressure. Members expressed
their overall agreement with the EASA proposal,
especially on the budget aspect. Some concerns
remained regarding the role and composition of
the Executive Board.

Timetable foreseen

Deadline for amendments 26 November 2013

Vote in TRAN Committee 30 January 2014

Vote in plenary March 2014 (tbc)



3
TRAN NEWS / 14 November 2013

Regulation on statistics of goods transport by
inland waterways
Rapporteur: Eva Lichtenberger (Greens/EFA; AT)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

The Rapporteur explained that the collection of
statistical data is important in creating a sound
basis for future decisions regarding the inland
waterway transport sector. She indicated that
data is needed to assess the traffic of passenger
vessels – which has increased over the last few
years, in particular on the Danube - as well as the
technical improvements of the vessels towards
“cleaner ships”. She was disappointed that the
Commission’s proposal only addresses the
alignment of the Comitology provisions to the
Lisbon Treaty.

She therefore proposed to take this opportunity to
extend the Regulation’s scope to additional
variables on the transport of passengers, the
modernisation of the fleet and inland waterway
infrastructure. The Rapporteur also highlighted the
lack of harmonisation of statistical data collected
across the various transport sectors.

Members largely supported the Rapporteur’s
approach. However, they stressed that the sector
should not be overburdened by the increased
data to be provided. They also called for an
assessment of data collected within other
frameworks to avoid duplication of work.

Timetable foreseen

Deadline for amendments 21 November 2013

Vote in TRAN Committee 17 December 2013

Vote in plenary February I 2014

Regulation on rail transport statistics as
regards collection of data on goods,
passengers and accidents
Rapporteur: Michael Cramer (Greens/EFA; DE)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

The amended Regulation establishes common
rules for Union rail transport statistics. Data
collected within this framework cover goods and
passenger transport, as well as traffic flows on the
rail network and on accidents.

The Rapporteur supported the Commission’s
intention to simplify the rules by preserving only
‘detailed’ reporting requirements and
abandoning the current concept of ‘simplified’
reporting. He also supported aligning the existing
Comitology provisions to the Lisbon Treaty.
However, he thought data collection should be
extended to rail infrastructure data and that more
measurement variables on passenger transport
should be included. He believed Eurostat should
retain the requirement to collect data on
accidents. Cooperation with the European Rail
Agency should be ensured.
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The Members broadly supported the Rapporteur’s
approach, indicating that the reliability of data
was of utmost importance. Several Members
stressed that there should be no overlaps in the
gathering of data, nor any double burden on
those involved in this process.

Timetable foreseen

Deadline for amendments 21 November 2013

Vote in TRAN Committee 17 December 2013

Vote in plenary February I 2014

PRESENTATION OF DRAFT OPINION

Regulation on the monitoring, reporting and
verification of carbon dioxide emissions from
maritime transport
Rapporteur: Michael Cramer (Greens/EFA; DE)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

The Rapporteur expressed his disappointment
regarding the level of ambition of the
Commission’s proposal. He stressed that it did not
reflect the firm commitment of the EU institutions
to extend the Union’s greenhouse gas emissions
allowance trading scheme to the shipping
industry by 2013 if no international agreement

had been adopted by 2011. He therefore
believed that the Commission should have
proposed specific measures to address climate
change and improve air quality.

The Rapporteur pointed out that a 75% reduction
of CO2 emissions could be achieved today with
existing technologies and operational measures.
Reducing the speed of a vessel by 10% would cut
these emissions by 19%.

Against this background, the Rapporteur
proposed combining the monitoring, reporting
and verification (MRV) scheme with the
introduction of emission-related charges within EU
waters. He was also in favour of extending the
scope of the MRV scheme to pollutants such as
NOx, SO2, particulate matters, black carbon and
methane.

Members generally supported the Rapporteur’s
views. They were in favour of broadening the
scope of the proposal to other air pollutants and
would support the adoption of measures to
improve the energy-efficiency of vessels and
shorten the implementation period.

Members also advocated a careful approach
given the global dimension of shipping and the
potential modal shift towards road transport.
Some Members agreed that Europe should be a
front runner while others thought measures should
only be adopted within the framework of the
International Maritime Organisation.

Timetable foreseen

Deadline for amendments 3 December 2013

Vote in TRAN Committee 21 January 2014

Vote in ENVI Committee 30 January 2014
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PRESENTATION BY THE COMMISSION

DG CLIMA on the proposal on ETS/Aviation
Rapporteur: Mathieu Grosch (EPP; BE)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

The Commission representative explained how
they propose to modify the treatment of the
aviation sector in view of the recent International
Civil Aviation Organisation Assembly. Under
current legislation, all 2013 flights would need to
be covered by Emissions Trading Scheme
allowances as the "stop the clock" proposal
adopted earlier this year only applied to 2012.

Instead, to take account of third countries'
perception that the EU was acting extra-
territorially, the Commission proposed only
including emissions that occurred in European
Economic Area airspace. This approach would
apply from 2014 to 2020 while, for 2013, flights to
and from third countries would be excluded from
ETS. Flights to or from lower income countries
which accounted for less than 1% of worldwide
aviation would be excluded. There would also be
exemptions for small operators, reducing the
administrative burden substantially without greatly
affecting the reductions in CO2 emissions the
scheme would produce.

In addition, the Commission would be engaging
in extensive contacts with third countries to
promote an agreement at ICAO in 2016 to apply
from 2020. The current proposal needed to be
adopted early next year to allow the necessary
administrative arrangements to be put in place.

Members expressed concern about the frequent
changes to the aviation ETS arrangements that
had been adopted in recent years. They also

emphasised the importance of contact with third
countries, including in the context of bilateral
agreements, to explain the EU approach and
encourage a worldwide solution at ICAO. A
global agreement was clearly the best outcome.
Member States' positions, the impact on
European hubs and the risk of third-country
retaliation against EU exports were also raised.

The Rapporteur emphasised that, in the absence
of an international agreement, the EU clearly had
the right to set rules in its own airspace in the
same way that third countries do.

The Commission representative agreed that the
implementation of EU laws could not depend on
third country approval. The objective was to
merge the EU scheme into a global approach.
This should not mean cancelling measures that
are already working (with 98% compliance for the
"stop the clock" arrangements).

Timetable foreseen

Presentation of draft opinion 17 December 2013

Deadline for amendments 18 December 2013

Vote in TRAN Committee 21 January 2014
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NEXT TRAN COMMITTEE MEETING, BRUSSELS

Provisional agenda:

Monday, 25 November 2013, afternoon

 Announcement of Council’s position on Tachograph
 Exchange of views with TEN-T Coordinator Cox
 Exchange of views with TEN-T Coordinator Savary
 Exchange of views with TEN-T Coordinator Telička
 Exchange of views with TEN-T Coordinator Peijs
 Exchange of views with TEN-T Coordinator Valente

de Oliveira
 SESAR Joint Undertaking – presentation of draft

opinion / Cancian
 Naiades II package – exchange of views /

Wortmann-Kool

Tuesday, 26 November 2013, morning

 4th Railway Package - vote (6 reports: governance
and interoperability) / El Khadraoui / Grosch / Bilbao
/ Cramer / Zīle / Kohlíček

 Deployment of alternative fuels - vote / Fidanza

Tuesday, 26 November 2013, afternoon

 Exchange of views with Mr Brenner, Eurocontrol
 Exchange of views with TEN-T Coordinator Balázs
 Exchange of views with TEN-T Coordinator Secchi
 Exchange of views with TEN-T Coordinator

Brinkhorst
 Exchange of views with TEN-T Coordinator Vinck
 Port Services Regulation – presentation of draft

report / Fleckenstein
 Presentation of draft recommendation on the

Tachograph Regulation / Ţicău

TRAN COMMITTEE MEETINGS 2013, BRUSSELS

Monday, 16 December, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 17 December, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 17 December, 15h00-18h30

TRAN COMMITTEE MEETINGS 2014, BRUSSELS

Thursday, 9 January, 9h00-12h30

Monday, 20 January, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 21 January, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 21 January, 15h00-18h30

Thursday, 30 January, 9h00-12h30

Monday, 10 February, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 11 February, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 11 February, 15h00-18h30

Thursday, 20 February, 9h00-12h30

Thursday, 6 March, 9h00-12h30

Monday, 17 March, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 18 March, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 18 March, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 31 March, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 1 April, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 1 April, 15h00-18h30

Thursday, 10 April, 9h00-12h30
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USEFUL LINKS

TRAN website:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=TRAN

Policy Department Studies in the European Parliament:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/searchPerform.do

European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters:
http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php

European Railway Agency newsletters:
http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter/Pages/home.aspx

European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters:
http://emsa.europa.eu/emsa-documents/emsa-publications.html

SESAR Joint Undertaking news
http://www.sesarju.eu/news-press/news

Trans-European Transport Network Executive Agency newsletters:
http://tentea.ec.europa.eu/en/news__events/newsletter/

DG MOVE newsletter:
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/newsletter/index_en.htm

Lithuanian Presidency:
http://www.eu2013.lt/en

Greek Presidency:
http://eu2014.gr/

Follow us on Twitter

@EP_Transport

For more information and subscription, please contact the TRAN Secretariat:
tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu


