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ADOPTION OF DRAFT REPORT

Maritime spatial planning and integrated
coastal management
Rapporteur: Gesine Meissner (ALDE; DE)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

The adopted report seeks to leave Member States
more flexibility to address their particular interests
at a national, regional or local level. It also retains
existing, well-performing integrated coastal
management. It defines maritime spatial plans
and integrated coastal management strategies
and encourages Member States to improve cross-
border cooperation.

Member States are asked to apply the
ecosystem-based approach and economic and
social criteria at the same level when establishing
maritime spatial plans and integrated coastal
management strategies. These plans and
strategies aim to contribute to mandatory EU
objectives, such as energy supply, maritime
transport, sustainable development of the fisheries
sector and improvement of the environment to
voluntary national objectives, such as sustainable
raw materials extraction, tourism and the
preservation of cultural heritage.

The report was adopted with 32 votes in favour, 7
against and 0 abstentions.

Timetable foreseen

Vote in plenary December 2013

ADOPTION OF DRAFT OPINIONS

Parcel delivery market for e-commerce
Rapporteur: Michel Dantin (EPP; FR)
Own Initiative report, Opinion to IMCO

The opinion calls on Member States and the
Commission to ensure the correct transposition
and implementation of the existing regulatory
framework instead of creating more regulation. It
stresses that the market is still very fragmented
and the quality of delivery services needs to be
improved. The sector needs better competition,
collaboration between SMEs and improved
traceability. It should be also easier for the
consumer to identify who is responsible if a parcel
is damaged during delivery.

The opinion encourages the development of
labels and certification of e-commerce sites. It
calls on Member States to combat undeclared
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employment and to ensure that workers in the
delivery sector enjoy reasonable employment
conditions. It also advocates more sustainable
methods of delivery and the implementation of
green logistics to avoid empty trucks circulating
on the roads.

The opinion was adopted with 37 votes in favour,
0 against and 0 abstentions.

Timetable foreseen

Vote in IMCO Committee 17 December 2013

Vote in plenary January 2014

Regional Quality Branding
Rapporteur: Alfreds Rubiks (GUE/NGL; LV)
Own Initiative report, Opinion to AGRI

This opinion concentrates on tourism, which has a
key role in the development and promotion of
regional quality brands. It stresses that certain
framework conditions and criteria followed by
suitable programmes would be needed for
regional quality branding to work successfully.

The opinion calls on the Commission and Member
States to stimulate the creation of co-operation
platforms to exchange experiences of regional
branding and local product development.
Partnership building, networking activities,
synergies and exchange of good practices are
favoured.

Members wanted to avoid duplication with
existing quality brands and to draw clear
distinction with other systems, such as protected
designations of origin.

The Committee adopted the opinion with 35
votes in favour, 4 against and 0 abstentions.

Timetable foreseen

Vote in AGRI Committee 26 November 2013

Vote in plenary (tbc)

PRESENTATION OF DRAFT REPORTS/OPINIONS

Weights and Dimensions Directive
Rapporteur: Jörg Leichtfried (S&D; AT)

Apart from calling for cross-border circulation of
longer and heavier vehicles to be banned, the
Rapporteur focused on safety aspects of the
proposal. He proposed widening the definition of
alternative fuel powered vehicles.

The safety improvements in the draft report were
widely supported. However, there was a clear
division between supporters and adversaries of
cross-border circulation. Those in favour of
allowing larger trucks to cross European borders
recalled positive examples from the Nordic states
and the Netherlands, adding that rail
infrastructure is sometimes not available to meet
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hauliers’ needs. Those speaking against the
measure said infrastructure costs and modal shift
were more important than the interests of the
road hauliers’ lobby.

The Rapporteur recognised that he had a difficult
task in seeking to reconcile all the positions but
said he would seek a widely supported
compromise.

Timetable foreseen

Deadline for amendments 5 December 2013

Vote in TRAN Committee February 2014

Vote in plenary April 2014 (tbc)

eCall in-vehicle system
Rapporteur: Philippe De Backer (ALDE; BE)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

Following Parliament's own initiative report on the
subject, the Commission presented two proposals
concerning an EU-wide 112 emergency number
based assistance call system (eCall). The
Regulation concerns the type-approval
requirements for the deployment of the eCall
system (on which the Committee gives an
opinion). There is also a decision on the
deployment of the interoperable EU-wide eCall
(on which TRAN takes the lead).

The Rapporteur supported the Commission
proposal for a decision to make eCall mandatory
in all new EU vehicles from 1 October 2015. Today
only around 0.7% of vehicles are equipped with
private eCall systems. He believed expanding the
scope to include powered two-wheelers, heavy
duty vehicles and buses should be investigated.
He suggested amendments to:
- encourage Member States to launch eCall

awareness raising campaigns to make the 112
service well-known to citizens
- enable all citizens (not only those who are
equipped with eCall-enabled vehicles) to benefit
from a reliable caller location for 112 calls.
- allow the customer to choose between third
party services (TPS) and the mandatory eCall
system. Nevertheless, he emphasised that the
basic 112 eCall system should be installed in every
car and needed to take over automatically if the
TPS malfunctioned.
- alert citizens that if they choose an additional
TPS, their privacy would no longer be guaranteed
by this Regulation.

Both the draft report and the opinion
were generally welcomed by the Committee. The
main issues needing further discussion
were: the scope of the minimum data set, the
driver's consent to data distribution, application of
mobile devices, further impact assessment by the
Commission and public awareness.

Timetable foreseen

Deadline for amendments 13 November 2013

Vote in TRAN Committee 17 December 2014

Vote in plenary February 2014 (tbc)

CONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENTS

Deployment of alternative fuels infrastructure
Rapporteur: Carlo Fidanza (EPP; IT)
Ordinary legislative procedure

The proposed Directive establishes a common
framework of measures for the deployment of
alternative fuels infrastructure in the Union to
break dependence on oil and accelerate the
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decarbonisation of the transport system. It sets out
minimum requirements for the build-up of
alternative fuels infrastructure including common
technical specifications.

Minimum infrastructure coverage is proposed to
be mandatory for electricity, hydrogen, and
natural gas and for road and waterborne modes
of transport to encourage the development of a
minimum necessary network.

The Rapporteur explained that most of the
amendments were linked to the targets and the
technical standards for the electric recharging
points and the alternative fuel refuelling points.
He stressed the need to maintain mandatory
targets in the Directive, ensure that standards
achieve interoperability and pan-European
mobility of electric vehicles, and to provide
comprehensive and transparent information to
consumers about the alternative fuels.

There was a general consensus on the
Rapporteur’s approach. Some Members voiced
concerns over including minimum requirements
for Liquefied Petroleum Gas supply infrastructure
as this is derived from fossil energy sources.

Timetable foreseen

Vote in TRAN Committee 26 November 2013

Revision of Air Passenger Rights Regulation
Rapporteur: Georges Bach (EPP; LU)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

The Rapporteur highlighted the following issues:
- trigger points giving rise to compensation in case
of delays and compensation amounts;
- no show policy of airlines and the related rights

of passengers in case of denied boarding;
- definition of extraordinary circumstances;
- the protection of passengers in the case of an
airline's insolvency.

The Rapporteur’s general line was supported by
the Committee. Members sought to balance the
interests of passengers and airlines while
improving the enforcement of passenger rights.
Better information, a strengthened role for the
National Enforcement Bodies, reinforced
complaint procedures and clarity of provisions
and definitions were seen as central issues.
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Members drew attention to the situation of
regional airlines in case of short delays, assistance
for passengers at the airport, the obligation of the
airlines to fulfil their contract with the passenger,
independent mediation, the care of people with
special needs, the importance of service quality,
clarity about baggage allowances and the
transparency of ticket prices. Members underlined
the problem regarding the application of the
Regulation in the light of the unsolved problem
over Gibraltar.

Timetable foreseen

Vote in TRAN Committee 17 December 2013

Vote in plenary (tbc)

PRESENTATION BY EUROPEAN COMMISSION

On New TEN-T call for proposals by DG MOVE

Mr Onidi briefly presented the main elements of
the last calls for TEN-T project proposals under the
current 2007-2013 framework. The Commission will
probably publish them in December 2013 and
they will focus mainly on promoting innovation
and new technologies such as European Rail
Traffic Management Systems, Air Traffic
Management Intelligent Transport Systems as well
as on Motorways of the Seas.

EXCHANGE OF VIEWS

with European Commission Director General,
Mr Matthais Ruete (DG MOVE) on the Single
European Sky II+ package (SES II+ and EASA )
SES Rapporteur: Marian-Jean Marinescu (EPP; RO)
EASA Rapporteur: David-Maria Sassoli (S&D; IT)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

Mr Ruete emphasised the need to accelerate the
implementation of the Single European Sky. This
was a vital initiative to enhance current air traffic
safety standards, to contribute to the sustainable
development of the air transport system and to
improve the overall performance of the European
Air Traffic Management system and air navigation
services. Too little progress had been made since
2004.

The new proposals would introduce more flexibility
in the structure of the Functional Airspace Blocks
(FABs), strengthen the network management and
aim at solving governmental and management
issues between Eurocontrol, EASA and the
Commission. Finally, Mr Ruete acknowledged
strong opposition from several Member States to
this new package.

The two Rapporteurs welcomed the proposals
and gave some elements of their draft reports. Mr
Marinescu underlined the SES’s lack of results until
now and the need to act strongly to implement it.
He said that the concept of the FABs, which had
not delivered the expected results, should be
complemented by a top-down approach, a
more prominent role for EASA, better controlled
implementation of SESAR under a strong
deployment manager and clarification of the role
of national aviation authorities.
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Mr Sassoli favoured adapting EASA’s governance
to the Inter-institutional agreement on EU
agencies provided the Agency’s specific features
were taken into account. He underlined that its
new revenues should be strictly connected to its
additional tasks.

Members endorsed the SES as a tool for aviation
competitiveness. Several asked the Commission
to take action against Member States that are not
complying with their legal obligations. This view
was shared by the Rapporteur of European
Economic and Social Committee who said that
airline industry and passengers pay too much for
inefficient air navigation services.

Timetable foreseen

Presentation of draft reports 14 November 2013

Deadline for amendments 26 November 2013

Vote in TRAN Committee 30 January 2014

Vote in plenary March 2014 (tbc)

MINI-HEARING

on Port Services Regulation
Rapporteur: Knut Fleckenstein (S&D; DE)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

Issues such as the scope of the Regulation and
the implications of certain provisions were
discussed. Mr Bird, from the UK Major Ports Group,
and Ms Mälikä, from the Finnish Port Association,
both insisted on the need to reduce
administrative burdens and bureaucracy.

Members were specifically interested in the
practicalities of the financial transparency

measures proposed by the Commission. Many
speakers insisted on the fact that it would be
difficult to strike the right balance between the
transparency requirements and the necessary
commercial freedom of the port authorities.

Whether private ports should be excluded from
the Regulation formed a big part of the
discussion. Mr Schoenmakers, from the port of
Rotterdam, and Mr Terrier, from the Port of
Marseille, both insisted that private ports should
be included to avoid unfair competition.
Members were keen to hear how the Regulation
would help to create a level playing field in Union
ports.
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Mr Bonaldo, from the Venice Port Authority,
explained why a Supervisory body at EU level
would bring advantages to all Member States.
The Commission defended its proposal, given the
sub-optimal port services and operations in some
TEN-T seaports.

Timetable foreseen

Presentation of draft report 26 November 2013

Deadline for amendments 3 December 2013

Vote in TRAN Committee 11 February 2014

Vote in plenary March 2014 (tbc)

NEXT TRAN COMMITTEE MEETING, BRUSSELS

Provisional agenda:

Thursday, 14 November 2013, morning

 Presentation by the Commission, DG CLIMA on
proposal on ETS/Aviation

 Regulation on the monitoring, reporting and
verification of carbon dioxide emissions from
maritime transport – presentation of draft opinion /
Cramer

 SES II+ package – presentation of draft reports /
Marinescu / Sassoli

 Regulation on statistics of goods transport by inland
waterways - presentation of draft report /

Lichtenberger
 Regulation on rail transport statistics as regards

collection of data on goods, passengers and
accidents – presentation of draft report / Cramer

 Feedback on trilogues (occurrence reporting,
EMSA) (in camera) / De Veyrac / Taylor

Thursday, 14 November 2013, afternoon -
cancelled

TRAN COMMITTEE MEETINGS 2013, BRUSSELS

Monday, 25 November, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 26 November, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 26 November, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 16 December, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 17 December, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 17 December, 15h00-18h30

TRAN COMMITTEE MEETINGS 2014, BRUSSELS

Thursday, 9 January, 9h00-12h30

Monday, 20 January, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 21 January, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 21 January, 15h00-18h30

Thursday, 30 January, 9h00-12h30

Monday, 10 February, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 11 February, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 11 February, 15h00-18h30

Thursday, 20 February, 9h00-12h30
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USEFUL LINKS

TRAN website:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=TRAN

Policy Department Studies in the European Parliament:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/searchPerform.do

European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters:
http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php

European Railway Agency newsletters:
http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter/Pages/home.aspx

European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters:
http://emsa.europa.eu/emsa-documents/emsa-publications.html

SESAR Joint Undertaking news
http://www.sesarju.eu/news-press/news

Trans-European Transport Network Executive Agency newsletters:
http://tentea.ec.europa.eu/en/news__events/newsletter/

DG MOVE newsletter:
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/newsletter/index_en.htm

Lithuanian Presidency:
http://www.eu2013.lt/en

Follow us on Twitter

@EP_Transport

For more information and subscription, please contact the TRAN Secretariat:
tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu


