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ADOPTION OF DRAFT REPORTS

Occurrence reporting in civil aviation
Rapporteur: Christine De Veyrac (EPP; FR)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

A large consensus emerged from the debate
about the content of this proposal. It aims to
reinforce safety in the aviation sector by creating
a harmonized system of reporting incidents
(occurrence) within the EU. The new system would
be based on an obligatory and a voluntary
scheme where individuals declare and describe
incidents. To be efficient, they would be legally
protected from sanctions, except in case of gross
negligence. Appropriate data reporting and
analysing systems would be put in place, taking
into consideration the need for data protection.
The role of the European Aviation Safety Agency
will also be reinforced.

The TRAN committee adopted the draft report,
with 42 votes in favour, 1 against and no
abstentions.

In addition, the Committee gave Ms de Veyrac a
mandate to enter into inter-institutional
negotiations, with the aim of achieving a first
reading agreement before April 2014.

Timetable foreseen

Vote in plenary January /February
2014 (tbc)

Multiannual funding for EMSA
Rapporteur: Keith Taylor (Greens/EFA; UK)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

Members supported amendments asking for an
additional €25 million for the Agency over the
next seven years. This would be used to carry out
its tasks in the field of response to pollution caused
by ships, and to marine pollution caused by oil
and gas installations, on top of the €160.5 million
proposed by the Commission.

The Committee adopted the report by 37 votes
for, 5 against and 1 abstention. The Committee
also entrusted the negotiation team with a
mandate to begin inter-institutional negotiations,
with a view to reaching a first reading agreement
with the Council.

Timetable foreseen

Vote in plenary December (tbc)
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Driving licences including functionalities of a
driver card
Rapporteur: Silvia-Adriana Ţicău (S&D; RO)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

The Committee unanimously supported Ms Ticau’s
report rejecting the Commission proposal.

The legal basis of this proposal was an Article
included in the tachograph proposal presented
by the Commission in 2011 which was finally not
supported by Parliament and Council. Ms Ticau
suggested rejecting the proposal while asking the
Commission to present a new impact assessment
in line with the Parliament’s first reading on the
tachograph.

Timetable foreseen

Vote in plenary (tbc)

ADOPTION OF DRAFT OPINIONS

Cars 2020
Rapporteur: Oldřich Vlasák (ECR; CZ)
Own Initiative report, Opinion to ITRE

The opinion calls on the Commission to take steps
to implement the action plan with a fixed
timeframe. It discourages the Commission from
setting binding emissions targets before 2017 and
extends European Investment Bank tools to the
development of alternative fuels infrastructure
and production restructuring.

Concerning social aspects and the sustainability
of the automotive industry, it emphasises that
investment in research and innovation will
contribute to growth and the creation of highly-

skilled jobs in the European automobile sector. It
underlines the need to boost training and
considers that support for company schools -
especially in case of apprenticeships – might
contribute to the skilled human capital needed.

It stresses smart, sustainable and inclusive
economic growth and recovery by recalling the
principle of technological neutrality in the choice
of standards in order to protect the investments of
first movers and thus encourage innovation. It
draws attention to road safety and environmental
concerns in connection with in-car technologies.
It also calls on the Commission to take account of
the reduction in CO2 emissions and noise
pollution, as well as savings from increased fuel
efficiency in a future study.

It further points out that research and innovation
in the deployment of connected cars or
telematics applications is crucial and that
common technical standards in the electric car
market should be developed. It welcomes the
Commission's strategy to deploy charging and
refuelling infrastructure and to explore renewable
and alternative energy sources.

The opinion was adopted by 24 votes in favour, 5
against and 13 abstentions.

Timetable foreseen

Vote in ITRE Committee 14 October 2013

Vote in plenary 13 November 2013
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Regulation on surveillance of the external sea
borders
Rapporteur: Nathalie Griesbeck (ALDE; FR)
Ordinary legislative procedure, Opinion to LIBE

Members widely supported the opinion, which
would reinforce the requirements for training,
exchange of information and humanitarian
equipment on vessels. The adopted opinion
would also ensure that the provisions of the
Regulation are consistent with international
conventions.

The opinion was adopted with 39 votes in favour,
4 against and no abstentions.

Timetable foreseen

Vote in LIBE Committee November 2013
(tbc)

PRESENTATION OF DRAFT REPORTS

Revision of Air Passenger Rights Regulation
Rapporteur: Georges Bach (EPP; DE)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

The Rapporteur underlined that his main objective
was to strengthen the rights of air passengers. The
lack of implementation of the existing legislation
by national authorities and by carriers has lead to
uncertainties among both passengers and
companies. In addition, passengers have
insufficient information about their rights. This
causes dissatisfaction, in particular with regards to
the circumstances and costs linked to the
enforcement of these rights.

He stressed that provisions regarding
compensation in case of delays, limits to
accommodation in case of extraordinary
circumstances and waiting hours before re-
routing needed to be addressed. The absence of
new provisions regarding hand luggage, price
transparency and insolvency of airlines also
deserved attention.

The Rapporteur from the Internal Market
Committee confirmed that there was general
agreement between the two Rapporteurs on the
need to strengthen passenger rights. He put
particular emphasis on the definition of
extraordinary circumstances, the amount of
compensation payments and adequate
information for passengers in advance of court
proceedings.

Timetable foreseen

Deadline for amendments 3 October 2013

Vote in TRAN Committee 14 November 2013

Vote in plenary January 2014 (tbc)
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Deployment of alternative fuels infrastructure
Rapporteur: Carlo Fidanza (EPP; IT)
Ordinary legislative procedure

The Rapporteur welcomed the Commission's
proposal as necessary to curtail Europe's
dependence on oil, improve the diversification
and security of its energy supply and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions from transport. The
draft report aims to supplement the Commission's
proposal and to broaden its objectives.

Some of the Rapporteur’s amendments
strengthen the national policy frameworks for the
deployment of alternative fuels and their
infrastructure. Others adopt a strategic approach
for the deployment of alternative fuels in all
transport modes and provide smart and inclusive
solutions for electric vehicle recharging.

The Shadow Rapporteurs and the Commission
representative welcomed the proposals included
in the draft report. Some Members referred to the
need to give sufficient time for the harmonisation
of the technical specifications that are needed to
ensure interoperability and pan-European mobility
of vehicles using alternative fuels.

There was a general consensus that the market
should be the driving force for the build-up of
infrastructure, whereas incentives and public
support (including EU financing) would be
essential in the initial stages. Many members
voiced concerns about including minimum
requirements for Liquefied Petroleum Gas supply
infrastructure as that fuel is derived from fossil
energy sources.

Timetable foreseen

Deadline for amendments 1 October 2013

Vote in TRAN Committee 14 November 2013

DISCUSSION

Tourism Task Force roundtable

This second Roundtable considered how to
attract new flows of tourists to Europe. Visa
policies and procedures was a key theme
throughout the discussions.

Visa facilitation as well as greater harmonization
of visa policies between Member States would
boost tourism in Europe. The right balance
between security and immigration policies needs
to be achieved. Various steps have been taken
to facilitate the temporary entry of legitimate
non-migrant travellers, but more could be done to
make the visa system as user-friendly and
streamlined as possible.

Federtourismo in Italy explained that it is looking to
launch a platform providing not only for the
issuance of electronic visas but also delivering e-
tickets and enabling online purchases. The
representative from the Basque government
showed how new technologies can help tackle
the challenges of an increasingly globalized
market, and so keep the tourism sector
competitive.

The European Tour Operators Association
emphasized the links between education and
travel, as well as ways of ensuring that youth
educational travel continues to thrive.
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Better management of tourist flows in Europe was
mentioned by several speakers. This requires an in-
depth knowledge of the market. Europe's
historical and cultural heritage will remain a strong
magnet in attracting tourist flows, but it has to be
balanced with the proper safeguarding of that
heritage. A question was raised as to how tourists
can be encourages to visit European regions
other than the big capitals and traditional tourist
centres. For example, industrial heritage sites
should not be overlooked.

The Commission's representative summarised its
main initiatives and programmes, in particular
efforts in the field of visa facilitation, the Calypso
programme and the Ready for Europe campaign.

Mr Fidanza summed up the discussion with a call
for more coordinated action between those
involved, so that Europe remained the world’s
number 1 tourist destination.

EXCHANGE OF VIEWS

Weights and Dimensions Directive – working
document
Rapporteur: Jörg Leichtfried (S&D; AT)

Mr Leichtfried called for an EU-wide ban on cross-
border circulation of megatrucks. He criticised the
Commission for not having assessed the impact of
megatrucks on safety, modal shift and
infrastructure prior to adopting its proposal.

However, he recognised positives aspects of the
proposal, such as improving cabs’ aerodynamics
or preselected and targeted checks. He thought
these should be made obligatory in order to
improve road safety. He also said that dimensions
of aerodynamic devices should be regulated at
the EU level and should not be an obstacle to
transporting such vehicles by rail.

The following discussion revealed that Members
are split mainly over the issue of cross-border
circulation of megatrucks. Some echoed the
Rapporteur's view while others argued that it
should be up to individual Member States to
decide whether to allow the circulation of
megatrucks on their territory.
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Some Members favoured a corridor approach
meaning that megatrucks would only be allowed
under certain conditions and only on specific
certified roads. They claimed that this would limit
the negative impacts on infrastructure and
vulnerable traffic participants.

Timetable foreseen

Presentation of draft report 5 November 2013

Deadline for amendments 20 November 2013

Vote in TRAN Committee February 2014

Vote in plenary April 2014 (tbc)

PUBLIC HEARING

Road Transport: Weights and Dimensions
Rapporteur: Leichtfried (S&D; AT)

Experts representing road and rail transport
industries, Austrian and Dutch transport authorities
as well as cyclists and environmental associations
expressed their views on the Commission’s
proposal in two consecutive panels.

In response to a question on the negative
consequences of the proposal for the rail industry,
the representatives of vehicle manufacturers
asked Members not to allow innovation in the
sector to be stalled because of the inefficiency of
other transport modes. Referring to questions
about subsidiarity, they added that a new
Regulation should not require national certificates
and derogations as this would lead to market
fragmentation and confusion for road users.

A dramatic decrease in manoeuvrability was
given as a strong argument against the
introduction of heavier and longer trucks,
especially given the fact that it would be very
difficult to prevent them from entering cities.
Experts were divided as to the investment (both in
infrastructure and in new aerodynamic features)
needed to introduce bigger trucks in Europe as
the experience of Dutch authorities and the
predictions of the Austrian road maintenance
agency did not correspond.
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Although one expert said that more aerodynamic
cabs do not necessarily mean more aerodynamic
vehicles, others favoured improving cabs’
aerodynamics for the sake of better visibility and
safety. Another expert called for making the
improvements obligatory for all types of Heavy
Goods Vehicles, not only megatrucks. He warned
Members that if left unchanged, the proposed
provisions will not improve safety in urban areas
where it mattered most.

Members asked whether improvements in
aerodynamics could not be made within the
dimensions mandated by the current legislation.
The experts explained that, in this case, a difficult
compromise would be needed between safer
cabs and lower load factors. This would raise per-
tonne cost of transport. “The objective is to carry
more with less” concluded the manufacturers’
representative, adding that industry would need
extensive transitional periods to meet the new
legislative requirements.

NEXT TRAN COMMITTEE MEETING, BRUSSELS

Provisional agenda:

Monday, 30 September 2013, afternoon

 Draft motion for a resolution on FTL pursuant to
Rule 88(2), (3) and (4)(c) of the Rules of Procedure
– vote

 Regional Quality Branding - presentation of draft
opinion / Rubiks

 Maritime Spatial planning and integrated coastal
management - consideration of amendments /
Meissner

 Port services regulation – presentation by the
Commission and exchange of views/ Fleckenstein

 E-call – exchange of views on report and opinion
(tbc) / De Backer

TRAN COMMITTEE MEETINGS 2013, BRUSSELS

Monday, 14 October, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 4 November, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 5 November, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 5 November, 15h00-18h30

Thursday, 14 November, 9h00-12h30
Thursday, 14 November, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 25 November, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 26 November, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 26 November, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 16 December, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 17 December, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 17 December, 15h00-18h30



9
TRAN NEWS / 19 September 2013

USEFUL LINKS

TRAN website:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=TRAN

Policy Department Studies in the European Parliament:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/searchPerform.do

European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters:
http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php

European Railway Agency newsletters:
http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter/Pages/home.aspx

European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters:
http://emsa.europa.eu/emsa-documents/emsa-publications.html

SESAR Joint Undertaking news
http://www.sesarju.eu/news-press/news

Trans-European Transport Network Executive Agency newsletters:
http://tentea.ec.europa.eu/en/news__events/newsletter/

DG MOVE newsletter:
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/newsletter/index_en.htm

Lithuanian Presidency:
http://www.eu2013.lt/en

Follow us on Twitter

@EP_Transport

For more information and subscription, please contact the TRAN Secretariat:
tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu


