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ADOPTION OF DRAFT OPINIONS

Priorities for Budget 2014
Rapporteur: Isabelle Durant (Greens/EFA; BE)
Special procedure, Opinion to BUDG

Transport safety is a priority said the Committee
when increasing funding for transport safety
agencies. Moreover, the vote underlined that the
Connected Europe Facility should focus on
supporting projects with high European added
value that will help boost growth and
employment in Europe. The Committee also
called for adequate funding of tourism.

The opinion was adopted by 30 votes to 5 with 0
abstentions.

Timetable foreseen

Vote in plenary October 2013

Follow up on the delegation of Legislative
Powers
Rapporteur:   Werner Kuhn (EPP; DE)

Saïd El Khadraoui (S&D; BE)
Own Initiative report, Opinion to JURI

The opinion, presented by the TRAN standing
Rapporteurs on Comitology, emphasised the
need to choose the appropriate type of
delegation, in accord with the Treaties, and to
ensure adequate Parliamentary scrutiny. It was
adopted by 31 votes to 1 with 3 abstentions.

Timetable foreseen

Vote in JURI Committee 14 October 2013

Vote in plenary November 2013

PRESENTATION OF DRAFT REPORT

Maritime spatial planning and integrated
coastal management
Rapporteur: Gesine Meissner (ALDE; DE)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

The aim of the proposal is to set a framework for
the establishment and implementation of
maritime spatial plans (MSP) and integrated
coastal management strategies (ICM) in the
Member States. These plans and/or strategies shall
contribute to achieving EU objectives such as
securing the energy supply, promoting maritime
transport, fostering sustainable fisheries and
protection of the environment. They shall follow
an ecosystem-based approach and facilitate the
co-existence of different sector activities in marine
waters and coastal zones.

Ms Meissner supported the proposal and
suggested amendments so as to:

 leave Member States more flexibility to
address their particular interests and
specificities at a national, regional or local
level;
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 prevent the intervention in already well-
performing practices of an integrated
coastal management;

 exclude landlocked Member States from
the transposition obligations of the
Directive;

 improve cross-border cooperation;
 promote multiple use of the same maritime

space by different sectors.

The draft report was generally welcomed by the
Committee which did not want to create an
additional European level of decision-making
concerning MSP and ICM. The main issues that
need to be further discussed were: energy lines,
tourism, deadlines for transposition, climate
change and cross-border cooperation.

Timetable foreseen

Deadline for amendments 10 September 2013

Vote in TRAN Committee 5 November 2013

Vote in plenary December 2013

PRESENTATION OF DRAFT OPINION

Parcel delivery market for e-commerce
Rapporteur: Michel Dantin (EPP; FR)
Own Initiative report, Opinion to IMCO

The Rapporteur welcomed the Commission’s
Green Paper (the subject of the IMCO report), but
stressed that the market was still very fragmented
and that the quality of delivery service needed to
be improved. He advocated better competition
and traceability and thought it should be easier
to identify who was responsible if a parcel was
damaged during delivery. He nevertheless saw no

need for legislation. Instead he suggested
implementing the existing legislation better.

The Committee generally welcomed the draft
opinion. The main issues needing further
consideration were labelling, employment
conditions, business to business solutions, clear
rules instead of pure liberalisation, efficiency in
avoiding that empty trucks are circulating on the
roads and the global aspect of e-commerce.

Timetable foreseen

Deadline for amendments 18 September 2013

Vote in TRAN Committee 5 November 2013

Vote in IMCO Committee 17 December 2013

Vote in plenary January 2014

CONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENTS

Multiannual funding for EMSA
Rapporteur: Keith Taylor (Greens/EFA; UK)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading

Mr Taylor recalled that the purpose of this
proposal is to renew the Agency’s multi-annual
financing the field of pollution response activities.
He considered the €160 million proposed by the
Commission over seven years to be insufficient,
given the Agency's new responsibilities recently
decided by the legislator, and suggested an
increase of €25 million.

Members widely supported Mr Taylor’s call for an
increase in funding, although some stressed the
need to keep a realistic approach in this difficult
economic climate.
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The Commission, whilst recognizing the valuable
work done by EMSA, expressed concerns as to
where this additional funding would be found.

Timetable foreseen

Vote in TRAN Committee 17 September 2013

Vote in plenary December (tbc)

PRESENTATIONS OF STUDY

Megatrucks

Mr James Steer from Steer Davies Gleave said the
main findings of the study suggest that
introduction of megatrucks in Europe would lead
to at least some modal shift from rail to road.
Although he admitted the available evidence is
not sufficient to draw general conclusions for the
whole of Europe and that experts’ views diverge,
there was an agreement that bigger trucks would
induce demand for more road freight and would
lead to decrease in cost per tonne-km while
increasing the cost per vehicle-km. There could
also be fewer but more severe road accidents
should megatrucks circulate in the EU.

Mr Leichtfried, the Rapporteur for the Directive,
criticised the study for failing to address social
costs and favouring the automotive lobby. He
said it was based on out–dated evidence and
warned against drawing conclusions from one
Member State and applying them in another. His
intervention was followed by the evaluation of the
study by four independent experts, a majority of
whom broadly supported the study’s approach.

Members were divided about the findings of the
study and the Commission’s proposal itself. Many
shared most of Mr Leichtfried’s reservations about
the subjective conclusions of the study and its
failure to analyse social costs. They also

questioned its findings about the impact on road
accidents and said that megatrucks would
endanger the EU’s efforts to promote rail freight.

DISCUSSION

Tourism Task Force roundtable on
Accessibility and Overcoming Seasonality

The Committee had invited five experts who
represent some main stakeholders in the field.
Village for all is an Italian organisation which seeks
to enable vulnerable groups of people to choose
holiday accommodation or tourist activities
accessible to their special needs. AGE Platform
Europe aims to give a voice to older and retired
people in the EU policy debates. The International
Social Tourism Organisation, which promotes
access to holidays and tourism for young people,
families, seniors and disabled people. NECSTour is
a network of European regions committed to
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promote sustainable tourism and competitiveness
of the European tourist sector. The European
Travel Commission’s members are national
tourism organisations aiming at promoting Europe
as a tourist destination.

The experts presented some key messages on
concepts and best practices which provided a
solid basis for discussion with Members.

NEXT TRAN COMMITTEE MEETING, BRUSSELS

Provisional agenda:

Monday, 16 September 2013, afternoon

 Cars 2020 - consideration of amendments / Vlasák
 Proposal for Regulation on surveillance of external

sea borders - consideration of amendments /
Griesbeck

 Revision of Air Passenger Rights Regulation -
presentation of draft report / Bach

 Occurrence reporting in civil aviation - consideration
of amendments / De Veyrac

 Deployment of alternative fuels infrastructure -
presentation of draft report / Fidanza

Tuesday, 17 September 2013, morning

 Occurrence reporting in civil aviation - vote/ De
Veyrac

 Multiannual funding for EMSA – vote / Taylor
 Driving licences including functionalities of a driver

card – vote / Ţicău
 Cars 2020 – vote / Vlasák
 Proposal for Regulation on surveillance of external

sea borders – vote / Griesbeck
 Tourism Task Force - Roundtable / Simpson

Tuesday, 17 September 2013, afternoon

 Weights and dimensions directive - exchange of
views on working document / Leichtfreid

 Public hearing: Road transport - Weights and
dimensions / Leichtfreid

TRAN COMMITTEE MEETINGS 2013, BRUSSELS

Monday, 30 September, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 14 October, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 4 November, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 5 November, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 5 November, 15h00-18h30

Thursday, 14 November, 9h00-12h30
Thursday, 14 November, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 25 November, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 26 November, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 26 November, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 16 December, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 17 December, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 17 December, 15h00-18h30
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USEFUL LINKS

TRAN website:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=TRAN

Policy Department Studies in the European Parliament:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/searchPerform.do

European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters:
http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php

European Railway Agency newsletters:
http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter/Pages/home.aspx

European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters:
http://emsa.europa.eu/emsa-documents/emsa-publications.html

SESAR Joint Undertaking news
http://www.sesarju.eu/news-press/news

Trans-European Transport Network Executive Agency newsletters:
http://tentea.ec.europa.eu/en/news__events/newsletter/

DG MOVE newsletter:
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/newsletter/index_en.htm

Lithuanian Presidency:
http://www.eu2013.lt/en

Follow us on Twitter

@EP_Transport

For more information and subscription, please contact the TRAN Secretariat:
tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu


